LUTONTOWN 0 BURNLEY 2

Andy MacKenzie reports from Kenilworth Road

 THE Hatters ended a truly forget-
| table week by surrendering their
‘unbeaten home record to high-fly-

' Ing Burnley last night.

The stroke suffered by left-back Sol Davis
- on Saturday and the heavy defeats against
Everton seven days ago and Ipswich on
Sunday had left the club looking for a posi-
tive result against their Lancashire oppo-
nents to lift squad spirits.

But two first-half goals from Andy Gray
put paid to that, and Town couldn’t even
profit from the late sending off of Stephen
Foster as they failed to score for the fourth
time in their last five outings.

Hatters made four changes after their 5-
0 Sunday Sky drubbing at Ipswich as
Ahmet Brkovic, Markus Heikkinen,
Richard Langley and Peter Holmes came
in for Kevin Foley, Keith Keane, David Bell
and Lewis Emanuel.

The lack of defensive cover meant Car-
los Edwards and Holmes had to play out of
position as makeshift full-backs.

Luton struggled to get a touch of the ball
in the opening five minutes as the visitors
. dominated, but the home side should have
gone ahead with their first attack.

Holmes collected the ball from Dean
Morgan and crossed instantly for Brkovic
on the edge of the area to touch in behind
the Burnley defence for Langley, who some-
how put past the post from eight yards.

As Town settled Morgan created another
opening five minutes later as he drove 40
- yards through the midfield, played a one-
two with Warren Feeney and then curled
ina 22-yard effort that Brian Jensen pushed
- around the post. »
| Jensen was busy again in the 19th
minute when Brkovic prodded on Steve
Robinson’s corner allowing Rowan Vine to
- swivel and volley into the goalkeeper’s

chest from 10 yards.

Hatters’ momentum then died down and

“the Clarets, playing in their all yellow

change strip, forced chances with Steve

Jones deflecting a James O’Connor shot at

Marlon Beresford in the 24th minute before

Kyle Lafferty and Jones again struck 25-

yard efforts just off target in the space of
. two minutes.
. The openings acted as warnings to Hat-
ters, but the hosts couldn’t have been pre-
pared for what happened next as Burnley
scored twice in five minutes.

Firstly Leon Barnett and Lafferty col-
lided as they challenged for a long 31st
minute Frank Sinclair pass and as the ball

ray

D‘“’lo‘?

LUTON TOWN

BURNLEY

e e

Ref: Jarnail Singh (Middlesex)
Attendance: 7,664

bounced on, Gray found himself all alone
to smartly lob over Beresford from 14
yards.

Gray then got his second as again he
was completely unmarked to head home
from four yards at the far post after Laf-
ferty found Wade Elliott on the right.

Town ended the half back on the offen-
sive as Barnett headed Morgan's 45th
minute corner just wide from 12 yards
before Langley sent a 25-yard free-kick
over the bar in stoppage time.

The second-half began scrappily with
neither side able to get the ball down until
Luton threatened just before the hour
mark.

Edwards swung in a deep cross from the

right that found Feeney stealing in at the .

far post, but the Irishman planted his eight
yard header the wrong side of the upright.

With Burnley content to sit back, Town
brought on David Bell for Morgan and half
million pound man Adam Boyd for Feeney
in an attempt to liven things up.

The move had some effect as from a half-
cleared 70th minute Robinson corner,
Holmes deflected shot fell to Barnett, who
lashed over the bar from eight yards.

Three minutes later Town were given
hope when Stephen Foster was given his
marching orders for the Clarets after pick-
ing up a second yellow card.

But the best they could muster was a 20-
year effort from substitute Bell which
sailed wide eight minutes.from the end of
normal time. :
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