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SOUTHEND United left Kenil-
worth Road on Friday night curs-
ing the woodwork as they were
twice denied by the frame of the
goal during a tight 0-0 draw.

Striker Freddy Eastwood
smacked a thunderous 30-yard shot
against crossbar and, in the dying
moments of the match, he raced
clean through on goal — only to
round the on-rushing Dean Kiely
and fire his shot against the foot of
the right post.

It was an exciting end to an
encounter which started slowly as
both sides struggled to get going in
the opening exchanges.

With two minutes on the clock,
David Bell sent a tame 20-yard shot
straight at Blues’ goalkeeper Darryl
Flahavan, before Rowan Vine also
fired a week effort at Flahavan after
working his way past Efe Sodje.

Moments later, Carlos Edwards
warmed the hands of the
Shrimpers custodian with a sting-
ing angled shot from 20 yards and,
in the 22nd minute, the former
Wrexham winger raced down the
right flank and shot wide of the
right post from the edge of the
area.

The shot seemed to spark the
Seasiders into action and for the
remainder of the half they looked
the more dangerous of the teams.

Mark Gower was the first to test
Luton keeper Kiely as he fired in a
low 25-yard drive and, after 31 min-
utes, Alan McCormack looped a left-
footed half-volley onto the roof of
the net after Gower’s initial left
wing cross had only been partially
cleared.

{ ; ; Returning Shrimpers skipper
M Mark Gower — duels with Hatters defender Kevin Foley for possession Picture: GALVINEYES Kevin Maher then fired well wide of
the target from 20 yards having
swapped passes with Lee Bradbury
but the game was then held up in
the 34th minute as assistant referee
- Steve Rubery was forced to limp off.

He was eventually replaced by
fourth official Mike Russell and,
just after the match restarted, Steve
Hammell’s low free-kick was easily
smothered by Kiely.

The experienced shot-stopper
then parried away a strong 20-yard
shot from Eastwood but, on the
stroke of half time, it was the home
side’s turn to almost open the scor-
ing as Vine turned to send a curling
snap shot only inches wide of the
right post.

After the break, the Hatters
began brightly and, in the 47th
minute, their strong appeals for a
penalty, when Dean Morgan’s shot
was blocked by the arm of a slip-
ping Sodje, were waved away by ref-
eree Nigel Miller.

Morgan, formerly with Blues’
Essex rivals Colchester United,
then woefully shot wide of the left

fy i (58 Ll » post from eight yards but, with play

| i ; i ; ' ) soon switching back to the other
end of the field, it was the

Ball watching — Jamal Campbell-Ryce makes a break forward
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Shrimpers turn to get their sup-
porters on the edge of their seats
as Eastwood slammed a stunning
30-yard shot against the top of the
crosshar with a sprawling Kiels
well beaten.

A tame long range shot from
Jamal Campbell-Ryce then rolled
straight into the gloves of the
relieved former Republic of
Ireland international but, in the
71st minute, another Blues
chance went begging when Alan

Do

IT may not have been a con-
tender for match of the season
at a wet and windy Kenilworth
Road on Friday, but it was a
game which again demonstrat-
ed the Shrimpers’ new-found
determination to secure their
Championship status.

Southend may not have
played much pretty, free-flow-
ing football but they dug deep
to pick up a rare point on the
road and came within a whisker
of making it three late on.

A goal seemed certain when
the mormally reliable Freddy
Eastwood broke the Hatters’
offside trap to race clean

B Alan McCormack — leaves Luton’s Carlas Edwards trailing in his wake

McCormack shot poorly wide of
the right post from 18 yards.

The Shrimpers were now look-
ing the more threatening side
and, in pn attempt to improve
their attqcking options, manager
Steve Tilson made a double sub-
stitution 10 minutes from time as
both Gary Hooper and Matt
thrown into the

Harrold {were

action. |
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though, the Hatters almost netted
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success |from failure at this
level and, come May, they will
also detérmine whether or not

the Seaswders will still be plying

as the powerful Leon Barnett —
who was thrown up front for the
last few minutes — saw his head-
er from Kevin Foley’s right wing
cross superbly tipped over the
crossbhar by Flahavan.

But that was not to be the end of
the drama as, two minutes into
added on time, the Shrimpers hit
back with Harrold sending his
strike partner Eastwood clean:
through on goal. ,

The highly rated hot-shot

their trade in the Champion-
ship next season.

" The gap between Blues and
safety has now been cut to
seven points as just one of the
six teams immediately above
them in the table managed to
pick up a win over the weekend.

Adding to that, a number of
other sides are also beginning
to be dragged into danger, with
Crystal Palace winning just two
of their last 14 matches and
Luton one in 11.

Queens Park Rangers have
also lost five successive games
and if Southend can continue
their current work-rate and

surged forward and rounded the
grounded Kiely before striking
the foot of the right post with the
goal gaping.

Eastwood held his head in his
hands at the missed opportunity
but another was soon to come his
way as he headed Hammell’s right
wing corner over the crossbar
from six yards in the closing
action of an even clash which
could, and maybe should have,
swung in Southend’s favounr:

level of defending then it could
still be possible for them to
avoild relegation.

However, the forthcoming fix-
tures over the festive period
will have a massive say on
where the Shrimpers will final-
ly finish this season.

If they can extend their
recent mini revival to pick up
more points during the glut of
games then their lowly league
placing could soon improve.

But there is little room for
error now and a series of
defeats could see them coming
down along with the Christmas
decorations.
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- who dropped to the bench.

TEAMSHEET
® Southend United (4-4-2)

scoring. '

back, keeping Brkovic quiet.
have conceded a penalty.

rare clean sheet.

curled in some dangerous cormers. .

tions.

woodwork.
Subs

touches.

| through ball. '
Not used: Francis, Clarke and Welch.
® Luton Town

and Beresford.

MATCH STATS
@ Southend United ~

Shots on target: 4

Corners: 5

® Luton Town

Shots on target: 5

Corners: 4

@ Referee :
Nigel Miller (County Durham) 7/10
@ Attendance

7,468

iN THE BOOK
@ Southend United
Booked: None.

@ Luton Town

Booked: None.

RESULTS ~

2 Norwich 1, West Brom 5 Coventry.

TABLE

Team Pis Wi oD SR A
Birmingham 23 14 4 5 38 22
Derby 230 13 4= 60 33 95
Prestan 230 il 8 v 3599
Southampton 23 11 6 6 37 27
Cardiff 23 R R . Bl 34§96
Colchester 2301 4 81 398 96
Stoke 230 108 e AT 30 g
Waest Brom 23 1086 7 1395 194
Burnley 23010 61 7 232 DB
Wolves 23 10 hee a8 e 0h
Sunderland 28 0F g ign B398 3()
Plymouth 23 18101 b 08 D8
SheffieldWed: 23 9 6 8 30 31
Coventry. 23 105 =3 i 0 2 e :23
Ipswich 2318 5 10F 34 =33
Norwich 28585 S 30 =37
Lolcestona i 123 ¢ af el BSR4 99
Crystal Palace 23 7 5 11 26 30
Luton 238 G5 29 38
QPR SRt R R TR el T
Bamsley- = 23 16 5. 12 28 41
Hull City 2815 NG 31 129835
Leeds 230 62 15E 24 e 43
Southend 283 e 13839
@ Carling Cup

Tottenham Hotspur (A) Wednesday, 8pr "

STEVE Tilson made one change to his starting
line-up as skipper Kevin Maher returned to the
side after completing a three-match suspension.
He was preferred to Lewis Hunt in the centre of
the park, with the former Derby County man
reverting to right back in place of Simon Francis,

vFIghavan 7 — not really tested between the
sticks, but made a fine late save to stop Barnett

Hunt 7 — looked solid on his retum to right

Sodje 6 — had a few uncharacteristic shaky
moments up against his former club and could

PRIOR 8 — mopped things up well at the heart -
of the defence, helping the Shrimpers secure a

Hammell 7 — was strong in defence and

Campbell-Ryce 6 — full of running on the right
flank but with little end product once again.
Maher 7 — used the ball well on his return to
the side and made some strong tackles.

McCormack 7 — got stuck in alongside the
skipper, but wasted some good shooting posi-

Gower 6 — drifted in and out of the game, but
maintained possession well when on the ball
Bradbury 6 — held the ball up well when

required, but was not involved too often. '
Eastwood 7 — was again Blues’ most danger-
ous afttacker and was twice denied by the

Hooper 6 — came on for Campbell-Ryce 10,'
minutes from time{ and showed some neat

Harrold 6 - replaced Bradbury at the same time
and created Eastwood's late chance with a fine

(4-4-2) Kiely 6, Foley 6, Heikkinen 6, Barnett 7,
Emanuel 6, Edwards 6, Robinson 6, Bell 7,
Brkovic 6, Morgan 6 (Feeney 65, 6), Vine 7
(Coyne 81, 6). Subs not used: Langley, Boyd

Friday: Luton O Southend 0. Saturday
Burnley 2 Sunderland 2, Colchester 3 Stoke 0,
Derby 1 Crystal Palace 0, Hull 4 Cardiff 1, §}
Ipswich 1 Leeds O, Leicester 2 Barnsley 0, &
Preston 3 Plymouth 0, QPR 0 Wolves 1, §i
Sheffield Wed 0 Birmingham 3, Southampton
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