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Rovers give

ewell the

birthday blues

By BRIAN HOWARD O"/ ©7 ( coe)

LUTON TOWN boss Mike Newell admltted his small,
injury-ravaged squad never looked like causing an FA
Cup shock against impressive Blackburn Rovers at

Kenilworth Road.

A double from Matt Derbyshire, a tap-in for Benni McCarthy
and a strike from Morten Gamst Pedersen saw Rovers ease home.
Former Blackburn star Newell said: “I'm disappointed. Their
quality shone through and, with the injuries we've had and the
players we've sold, the result wasn't a massive shock.
“It's not just the player sales. We've got a small squad and, with
the injuries we've got, we've lost half a side.
“They've got quality players and they've had some good results

away from home,"

The result — in front of a
worryingly small crowd of just
5,887 — made for an unhappy
42nd birthday for Newell.

Luton started well enough
and enjoyed their fair share of
possession against their
Premiership opponents before
Rovers registered the first
shot on target in the tenth
minute.

Marlon Beresford was
forced to hold on to Pedersen's
25-yard free-kick after Chris
Coyne had flattened debutant
Stephen Warnock.

Seconds later Mark Hughes'
men showed the mark of top-
flight class as they took the
lead in stylish fashion.

Coyne was caught out of
position as Derbyshire raced
on to a ball from Aaron
Mokoena, and the youngster
gave Beresford no chance with
a thunderous angled, right-
foot drive into the far corner
from 20 yards. ,

From a Luton corner in the
37th minute, Blackburn swift-
ly turned defence into attack
as they clinically broke to dou-
ble their lead.

After claiming the cross,
Brad Friedel threw the ball to
Wamock marauding down the
left and the former Liverpool
man found Pedersen, who cen-
tred for Derbyshire to bravely
beat Lewis Emanuel to the ball
to head back across goal for
McCarthy to tap home his 15th
goal of the season.

In the 66th minute
Derbyshire - found the net
again. Keith Keane fouled
McCarthy on the Rovers left
and Pedersen switched play
with a crossfield pass to Brett
Emerton, who had all the time
in the world to cross from the
right for Derbyshire to nod in
from eight yards.

Rovers always looked likely
to get another and Dean
Morgan denied Pedersen with
a well-timed tackle in the 73rd
minute as the Norwegian
threatened to break through.

L MATCH STATS _

LUTON v BLACKBURN

3 Shofs on target 7
1  Shofs off target 3
4 Corners 4
3 Offside 7

13 Fouls conceded 16
0 Yellow Cards 1
0 Red Cards 0

46 Possession % 54

Aft: 5,887 Rating: * %
Ref: S Bennett — 6/10

From the resulting corner,
though, the ball was only half-
cleared and, after it found its
way back to Pedersen on the
left-hand corner of the penalty
area, the winger found the net
with a sublime 16-yard volley
off the outside of his left boot
that went in off the foot of the
post.

Delighted Blackburn boss
Hughes said: “In fairness to
Luton, probably the worst
result they could have had was
us losing to Watford in mid-
week.

“We didn't impose our-
selves at all there and we
didn't want to let that happen
again.

“We played some really
good stuff and got the ball
down well and passed it on a

difficult pitch and it was a
thoroughly professional per-
fonnancc

“There were also some great
goals along the way.

“That’'s eight goals scored
and only one conceded now in
two rounds so we're in good
shape.

“It was difficult for Mike
Newell today and I felt for him
somewhat.

“They've been struggling
with injuries and with their
two best players sold in the
window it was difficult for him
to have any positive effect on
us.

Derbyshire 10, 56, McCarthy 37, Pedersen 74 (o
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KEANE - 5/10; FOR COYNE (21)
MORGAN - 5/10; FOR BELL (58)
O’LEARY; FOR TALBOT (82)
NOT USED: BRILL; SPRING

STAR
PLAYERS

RICHARD LANGLEY MORTEN G PEDERSEN

. SUBSTITUTES
| JEFFERS - 6/10; FOR MCCARTHY (67)
| SAMBA - 6/10; FOR NELSEN (70)
GALLAGHER: FOR KHIZANISHVILI (76)
| NOT USED: ENCKELMAN; NONDA

ON THEIR WAY: Matt Derbyshire celebrmes netting Blackburn’s opener
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