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By ANDY SIMS

SOUTHEND were relegated
after goals from Calvin Andrew,
Matthew Spring and Besian
Idrizaj dragged Steve Tilson’s
side down with rock-bottom

Luton.

The Shrimpers needed a win to
maintain any realistic chance of
avoiding the drop back to League One

just one season.
a%%.tj Andrew’s 20th minute strike left
them with a mountain to climb and
Spring all-but consigned them to joining
Luton through the trapdoor shortly
before the break. :

Lee Bradbury pulled one back in the
second half, but Idrizaj crushed any
hopes of a great escape when he broke
clear late on to bring the curtain down on
Southend’s Championship stint.

Southend have been far from disgraced
this term, and can proudly claim to be
the only side to knock Manchester
United out of any competition so far
following their famous Carling Cup win.

But while their Essex neighbours
Colchester — who were promoted with
Southend last season — have excelled by
making Layer Road a fortress, the
equally dilapidated Roots Hall has hosted
just two home wins since New Year’s Day
which has ultimately been their
downfall.

Their already slim hopes were also
dealt a blow when their top scorers,
striker Freddy Eastwood and winger
Mark Gower, were ruled out with back
*injuries.

Luton’s only motivation appeared to be
booking a trip to the Essex seaside again
next season by bringing Southend down
with them, but they earned their first
win under Kevin Blackwell and could yet
avoid the division’s wooden spoon.

They were first on the attack when
David Bell forced a smart low save from
Darryl Flahavan.

Jamal Campbell-Ryce
Southend’s first decent

created
shooting

opportunity, but his drive was deflected
over by Leon Barnett and from the
resulting corner the Hatters went ahead.

Bell brought the ball clear down the
left, skipped past Kevin Maher and sent
in a high, curling cross towards the far
post which Andrew controlled in an
instant before coolly beating Flahavan.

Richie Foran squandered two golden
chances to level, heading over with the
goal gaping and mis-hitting a close-range
volley:.

Southend’s afternoon got worse when
skipper and player-of-the-year Maher
limped off with an ankle injury, before
Peter Clarke put a close-range shot over.

And the Hatters, without a win since
February, doubled their lead six minutes
before the break when Bell’s cross was
headed clear only as far as Spring, who
rifled the ball past the helpless Flahavan.

Bell had Flahavan scrambling to save a
low shot shortly after the break, before
the lively winger hit a free kick straight

at the home goalkeeper.

Southend, to their credit, never stopped
attacking and Bradbury forced a save
from Dean Brill, before Alan
McCormack and Clarke sent efforts over.

Bradbury finally pulled one back in the
65th minute, turning and firing past Brill
from inside the six-yard box following a
goalmouth scramble.

Luton captain Chris Coyne’s match
ended prematurely after he was carried
off following a Bradbury tackle which
earned the striker a booking.

Lewis Hunt headed wastefully wide
and Campbell-Ryce shot straight at Brill
as Southend poured forward, but they
were hit with a sucker-punch when
Idrizaj, on loan from Liverpool, raced on
to Spring’s long clearance and tucked the
ball past Flahavan.

Tempers flared a minute from time
with a shoving match on the touchline
as Southend’s hopes were finally
extinguished.

BESIAN IDRIZAJ |

Lack of
firepower
the story
of the
season

STEVE Tilson
admitted his Southend
team had come up
short this season after
their relegation was
confirmed.

The Shrimpers boss
said: “It wasn’t about
today, our last three or
four home games have
cost us.

“Today was just the
final nail in our coffin,
and even if we had
won, it turns out it
wouldn’t have made
any difference.

“In the first half they
had three shots and
scored two, and we had
three shots and scored
none. We've only got a
small squad and a few
more goals over the
season would have
been nice.

“We’re disappointed,
but we'll try to start well
next year and bounce
back.”

Luton manager
Kevin Blackwell was

" relieved to finally get his |

first win since taking
over, as he too looks to
‘build a team capable of
bouncing straight back.

“It was a good
professional
performance,” he said.

“This win has been
coming, although we’d
have liked it sooner. It's
a learning curve for

. these young lads, and
- they will learn from
- games like that.”
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