HATTERS 0 CARLISLE 0
Mark Wood reports
from Kenilworth Road

WITHOUT a poacher up front
to snatch the goals which they
deserved, the Hatters had to
settle for a point against table-
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topping Carlisle last night.

Luton created a whole host of

chances and saw David Bell ham-
mer an effort against the bar, but
could just not find a way through.

Ever-improving striker Calvin
Andrew put in a stoic performance
as the lone frontman while Bell
dazzled on the wing, but still Town
were unable to break through.

With the exception of Darren
Jackson coming in at left-back for
the suspended Alan Goodall man-
ager Kevin Blackwell kept faith
with the same side that slipped to
defeat at Brighton on Saturday.

David Edwards almost seized on
a Danny Livesey slip after just two
minutes, but the Welshman'’s
effort from outside the area
crashed against a defender, while
Andrew just could not reach Bell’s
dangerous cross two minutes later.

Bell was causing plenty of prob-
lems down the right and his curl-
ing cross on six minutes looked in
after the flight had caught out
keeper Keiren Westwood, but the
ball fizzed inches wide.

And Edwards should have
grounded off a sumptuous Hatters
move when the game burst into
life on 14 minutes,

Bell showed great skill after
running on to Andrew flick and
spread the ball wide for Currie,
who cut a dangerous ball across
the face of goal, but Edwards just
could not connect and the ball
went behind for a corner.

United just managed to clear the
first corner and Town were des-
perately unlucky not to score from
the second.

Chris Coyne rose highest at the
far post to head Currie’s corner
through a forest of players and
Bell’s stabbed effort from point-
blank range cannoned off the bar
and out.

At the other end Carlisle were
looking threatening on the break.
Kevin Gall would have been in on
18 minutes if his control had not
let him down, while Dean Brill haq
tobe alert to tip Joe Garner’s close-
range header over the bar two min-

Unused subs: Cartton, Amison, Smith, McDemott, Howarth

Referee: G. Ward (xx) ~ Att: x (xx Cariisle)

STAR HATTER: David Bell -
silky skills deserved more

utes later.

Luton were playing some lovely
stuff at times and missed out on
another gilt-edged opportunity to
take the lead on 25 minutes. Andrew
showed good strength to muscle past
his man and, with the keeper com-
mitted, the young striker slid the
ball across to the onrushing Currie.

With only David Raven between
him and the goal the full-back some-
how got himself in the way when a
goal looked a certainty.

The game lulled for a time before
Edwards tried the spectacular on 37
minutes. Running on to Andrew’s
flick the midfielder let fly from 35
yards and his effort dipped just
wide. The Welshman then fired over
on the stroke of half-time.

Deep into first half injury-time
Brill had to be alert to keep out
Danny Graham'’s curled free-kick as
the side went in goalless.

Luton almost got the second half
off to a disastrous start when Brill
sold Coyne short with his pass. The
defender lost out to Garner, who fed
Simon Hackney, but the winger’s
cBh@lﬁped effort was easily saveq by
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SHORTLIVED CELE

Pocture by Jane Russell

Bell, back to something like his
best, then did superbly to craft
himself an opportunity on 57 min-
utes, but his curler from outside
the box was pushed away by West-
wood.

And as Luton began to ramp up
the pressure Andrew was unlucky
not to break the deadlock when he
turned his man in the box and his
deflected effort, ducking just
under the bart was turned over
by Westwood.

Then in the space of a minute

BRATION: Calvin Andrew turns t irst-
half Luton goal, only for it to be rul el e

led out by the referee

there were chances at both ends,
Coyne had a header turned over
on 68 minutes while Brill did well
to beat away a Graham blaster.

Coyne, on the end of so many
deep balls, went close again when
hg met Bell’s deep free-kick on 76
minutes, but Danny Livesey this
time got back in the nick of time
to clear the danger.

And Graham could have stolen
t}ge points in the final minute, but
his angled drive streaked across
the face of goal wide

HATTERS fans hoping to see the return of
Davis to first-team action are in for g Wit
With first-choice left-back Alan Goodg]
suspended, Lewis Emanuel out on loang
Brentford and Keith Keane still injured,
supporters may have thought Davis was iy
for a recall against Carlisle last night,
But asked whether Davis had been an
option, manager Kevin Blackwell said: ‘s
still not at a level of fitness. It’s only his seclff
week of full training. Sol needs six or seven
games where he plays continually without
picking up an injury. If he can get another
couple of games he’ll go into the squad*
The manager said that he was unable o
recall Emanuel because it was the player’s
month of his temporary switch. He ex,
that Tottenham had been able to curtail
Alnwick’s stay at Kenilworth Road in the !
“month as clubs can have a 24-hour emergen
recall on a keeper. 5
On the injury front Paul Peschisolido
completed a light training session on
Blackwell is eyeing the Walsall trip on Satund
week for the striker’s comeback. He also st
the Saddlers game as the likely return dat
Keith Keane and Paul Furlong,

Board’s cl
are ‘ludicro

LUTON fans’ group Trust in Luton
blaming supporters for the state of
finances is “ludicrous”.
Town’s board responded to the Trusts
leaﬂetbdrpp at the lNogttggghmn Foref -
game a lengthy
Wedneszlay which accused “an external
faction” for playing a major role in the

season tickets, to boycott gam:
protests which had hit Town's revenué 21
driven up the cost of policing and

Trust chairman Liam Da;

that it doesn’t warrant commen <
Day added that the Trust would be PrE

the further on several issues, M€t
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