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Roberts 52

PETER BREZOVAN

ki Not 2 busy evening bin almost

; ., gifted Luton an r;,}"h’ Dpener
with 2 poor parry. Not his best
kicking either L 6

JAMIE VINCENT

Solid as ever. Was again asked
Lo awitch inside late on and did
it eanily '/
MIGUEL
COMMINGES
' Not as effective going forward

but defended well. You can see
why Malpas wants to keep him
longetass i ey

PATRICK KANYUKA

An impressive display. The new
signing from QPR won everything
in the air and even played
through a bad head wound.........8

STAR MAN

JON-PAUL

HASNEY ALJOFREE

Inspirational as ever. Captain
marvel helped Kanyuka through
but was forced off late on.......... 8

MCGOVERN

Another impressive display in
the centre of midfield
McGovern worked tirelessly and
looked creative

LEE PEACOCK

Peacock's worlk does not always
go noticed in the middle but his
teammaces certalnly appreciate
it. Another good shift............7

CHRISTIAN
ROBERTS

A stunning solo goal was
followed by a very good second
half. The matchwinnei L]

ANTHONY
MCNAMEE

Still finding his feet at Ton but
again showed signs of promise,..6

BARRY CORR
Needs a
top form but his physical

run of games to regain

sfresence is vital ©
t

BUT CAN YOU DO

“IF YOU see Robbo in training
that is what you see, he is ei-
ther a Premiership player or
a pub player but we need to
get more performances from
him.”

Town manager Maurice
Malpas’ description of the mercu-
rial Christian Roberts may have
been a slight exaggeration but
the Welsh winger accepts consis-
tency has been his biggest down-
fall throughout his career.

Last night’s stunning individ-
ual winning goal lit up an other-
wise grim evening at Kenilworth
Road but many Town fans will be
wondering which Roberts will
turn up in the weekend’s clash
against Northampton.

His second half performance
last night showed everyone his
importance to the team, adding
that bit of creativity which was

alpas Iays down the challenge to
ero Roberts after wonder winner

1 by Andy Cryer
at Kenihworth Road

acryer @newswilts co. uk

lacking at Crewe on Saturday.
but his manager knows all to well
he can be as frustrating as he is
scintillating.

Still there can be no denying
his drilled 52nd minute winner
came at a crucial time for the
Robins as they move to just five
points off the play-off places with

games in hand over most of their

ing to play bad. That is a challenge

rivals. but I have had managers saying
And after a that to me through the

lengthy spell ] years 8o an

on the sidelines KEY MOMENT other one is

after a knee op- y | fine.

eration, Christian Roberts’ 52nd minute winner. | | Was de

Roberts is rel-

mwmmmgwpm

i
f lighted to get

ishing meeting | t™° men before driving the ball past a the nod for the
his manager's | o helpless Dean Brill. A‘:grwshe and game.

challenge head m” grew in confidence and “l have had a
on. w—f—“;“_"l.f;"i"i‘fii"’%'m difficult couple

He said: “Who would not want

a challenge like that?

“I never go into a game want-

YOU'RE A BLODDY HERO Lee
Peacock congratulates
bandaged debutant Patrick
Janyuka at the final whistle

I THE DISCIPLINE

of months to be
honest, with my knee injury, and
the manager pulled me and said
he was thinking about giving me
a chance and did [ want it.

"l stress to you I want to play
football, I want to be at this club.
Swindon Town is going in the
right direction and | want to be a
part of it.

“I have had to be patient as |
have just had an operation. | have
been out for five to six weeks and
it is difficult because we know|
the history with my knee but |
have had to bite my lip.

“How could I complain when
the lads have been putting in per
formances like Nottingham
Forest? | wouldn't have had a leg
to stand on.”

While Roberts’ mazy dribble
and powerful finish will take all
the headlines, Town's defensive
rearguard, especlally debutant
Pat Kanyuka, can also take huge
credit from the deserved victory

Skipper Hasney Aljofree led by
example in the hmut of the de
fence, until getting taken off to
have six stitches in an eye wound,
while Kanyuka showed maturity
beyond his years to slot in along
side him, despite also taking a
hefty whack on the head that left
his needing stitches as well,

Jon-Paul McGovern carried on

it “3Wperfarmabom’fwn
| in rore than one sense. They kept their
MW“"M“WW
Meddwywmwmtedmnhzboam

MOSES ASHIKODI

Will prove a good signing. s
i obviously powerful and pacy but

just lacked compaoasure with the
ball o

SUBSTITUTES

Blair Sturrock (Ashikodi 78

Sofiene Zaaboub (McNamee 83)

Andy Nicholas (Aljofree (76)

Not used: Phil Smith (GK), Michael Pook

LUTON: Dean Brill, Alan Goodall, Chris Perry,
David Bell, Darren Currie (Sam Parkin 45), Richard

jackson, Drew Talbat (Stephen O'Leary 63), Calin
Andrew (Dean Mongan 45), Keith Keane, Matthew

Spring, Paul Furlang
SUBS NOT USED: Don Hutchison, Marion

Rerestord

REFEREE: Mr Carl Boyeson S

BAD BOYS

BOOKED: Town: Sturrock B2
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Team ethic working a treat as Maunce savours start

MAURICE Malpas has hailed his
Town's side's coliective spirm —
insisting any successiul play-of
push will not be based on just a few
“superstars”, writes ANDY CRYER.

Christian Robers’ brilliant 52nd
winner eamad Maipas his first away
win as Town manager at Luton but
he was 10 keen to hail the ugler siae
of hig team s QISpiay

Defenders Hasney Aljoires and
Pat Kanyuka received six stitches in
ihe head each for therr effons but
just four gamas mto his reign, Malpas

tremenadous. Qur team goas not
have any so-called superstars. Our
bigges! thing is our feamwark, our
comaraderie and baing togsther.

“The best way for us o win is o
work our socks off and i we prodiice
performances like that we will win far
more games than we lose.

"t s credtt to Paitrick for conxng in
and doing so well and big credii o
Hasney Aljoiree as well. He talked
Patnck through the game so | can't
Speak hughly enougn aboii them

“That is what we need. Corr came
in and neads the games bid he
worked his tail off. if they work thew
tail off coliectively there s noIINg
maore o ask irovr them.”

chasing a piay-off piace in League
One and, with Norihampion al nome
next up on Saturday, Maipas & keen
o continue his Impressive sague

start as manager.

He said: “That was a fandasiic
three poinds. it was a difficu@t maich
with the first half quite scrappy
pecause boih sides were
getermined to 00 well

“in the second half we were far
betier, goi the goal and had a
coupie of other chances to fimish the
game off. | ougit the defence was
faniasiic and e midlield made #
easy for them by defending wel n
front of them.

Peope have crlicised us for

We knew T would be dfficud bxa
wanl 10 gel near the play-offis it s
games ise Tese we have 1o sian
WG

The inclusion of recent signing
Kanyuka was a surpnse but, with

Jered Ifi suspended, dep" as insists
i was nol a aifficull decision.

He said” “We ook a chance by
thyowing Pzl Kanyiks in. The lad
nas hardly Yained, he has only been
al the club for a few days. We fedl he
was e nghl one 1o play and for an
oLy he was great.

For the last half hour | don't think
he knew where he was or whnat he
was Gowg after getling @ knock on
wamﬁ%mqﬁﬁ waried

The best performance Irom an official | have seen G e T s j
all season s excited by his team's togethemeass The win ieaves Town winin EmNg 100 many Jaws SO 4 was © piay on. A tag credd 10 the boy
He said; “Our back four was touching distance of the pack Enpoiant we gol someling T don't thank § was ol tug ey

Onilly CONCEIN Was Now NG he was
GOng 10 B8l He kept gowng Mough
a'nmﬂﬂ‘éstww
B0y
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Attendance: 5,738

Weather: Rain

YOUNG GUNS GO FOR IT!

own s under 18 team claim famous FA Youth Cup triumph over

L
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@ Leeds deducted 15points for breaching competition
rules; Luton deducted 10points for going into
administration

in his central midfield role to
great effect while Malpas’ deci-
sion to play Roberts instead of
Michael Pook out wide turned out
to be a match-winning decision.

Roberts said: “It was a massive
win for us. We have had some de-
cent games in recent weeks and
tonight gives us a good boost of
confidence.

“Overall it was a massive per-
formance, especially by the de-
fenders.

“Hasney and Patrick were fan-
tastic, they proved they can put
their head in where it hurts and
it was a great result for the club.

“I said from day one, if we do

our jobs silent and quletly we will
be okay.

exciting prospect.

He said: “Robbo got a bit of a
roasting after Saturday, not be-
cause he played poorly but be-
cause he never does it for long
enough.

“Tonight I thought he was av-
erage in the first half and excel-
lent in the second half.

“I don’t know if it is confidence
or motivation, but we will try
everything to try and get him to
play more con-

ey o | THE TACTICS

sistently even
during games.

about things
and scream
from roof tops
we need to do
our job quietly

Malpas reverted to a more
conventional 4-4-2 and it obwously
worked. Recalling Roberts to the line-
up was a masterstroke while McGovern

| was effective in his central role. J

s Eicsihasiito
strive for that.
There is no
point in him
being a hero
today and a

and if we keep —
doing that we won’t have a prob-
1cm
“We are not in a bad position

so things are looking good and
who would not want to be in this
position?”

Malpas now ponders how to get
his winger to produce on a simi-
lar level every week because he

HE'S BEHIND YOU Barry Corr feels the force of a Luton

chaHenge

dumpling on
Saturday.

“He has to do the same
Saturday if not better. Everyone
knows he has ability but he has
to put a mentality to that.

“One game in a month does not
mean you are a good player. Five

or six good games in a month
do.”

League Middlesbrough: REPORT & REAC‘I‘ION ON PAGE 49

' MATGH WINNER Christian Robert
IS joined by his teammates to
_celebrate his crucial goal

 Pictures: DAVE EVANS

MATCH IN DETAIL

Two mins: Town started on the front foot and
Moses Ashikodi raced clear onto Jon-Paul
McGovern’s through ball but could only drag his
shot wide of the target, via a deflection.
Three minutes: Skipper Hasney Aljofree hit a
speculative 35-yard shot tamely wide while Lee
Peacock flicked Roberts’ left wing free kick
agonisingly wide of goal.
13 mins: Luton’s David Bell almost stole the lead
against the run of play, shooting wide of the post
after a powerful run.
16 mins: Another long-range Bell strike looked to
- have handed the hosts the lead, after Drew Talbot
tapped home the rebound from Peter Brezovan's
parry, but was belatedly flagged for offside.
23 mins: The lively Ashikodi should have handed
Town the lead with just goalkeeper Dean Brill to
beat from eight yards, but he leaned back and
blazed wildy over the bar.
32 mins: Talbot looked certain to score from
close range after an inviting Bell cross, but Miguel
Comminges threw himself in to clear.
37 mins: Roberts made ground down the right and
cut the ball across but Corr’s attempted chip sailed
harmlessly over the bar.
52 minutes — GOAL (Roberts): Jon-Paul
McGovern cleverly switched play from right to left,
with Christian Roberts easing past Alan Goodall as
he ghosted into the area. The Welshman then cut
inside Chris Perry before hammering the ball into
the bottom corner past Brill.
56 minutes: Roberts again beat Goodall on the
right before standing a cross up, which Peacock

knows a fully firing Roberts is an

NOT TOO BAD Town physro Dick Mackey sees the bright side as he
helps off skipper Hasney Aljofree with a cut head

headed goalwards but it was easily blocked.

75 minutes: Struggling to get into the game, ex-
Town man and Luton sub Sam Parkin’s clever one-
two with Paul Furlong ended in the latter skewing
his shot well wide.

81 minutes: Skipper Hasney Aljofree was taken off
with a head injury, replaced by Andy Nicholas at left
back with Jamie Vincent shuffled into the middle and
despite having to play through an astonishing seven
minutes of injury time, Town held out.

MATCH STATS

SHOTS ON TARGET
First half: Luton 2 Town 0
Second half: Luton 0 Town 2

SHOTS OFF TARGET
First half: Luton 3 Town 5
Second half: Luton 3 Town 6

CORNERS

Luton 4 Town 3

OFFSIDES

Luton 3 Town 6

NEXT UP

SATURDAY: Northampton (H) Coca-Cola
League One, 3pm
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