Bell’s strike can’t
halt Hatters slide

I by Carl Field

A MUCH improved second half
performance from the Hatters
almost sparked a memorable
comeback, but it was Town's
defensive frailties that once
again let them down again in
Carlisle.

Luton would have been disap-
pointed with the manner in which
they gifted the home side two goals
in the first half, but were much bet-
ter after the break, and almost
grabbed a deserved point after David
Bell’s second half strike had given
them a lifeline.

Youth team graduate Ryan Charles
was handed his first senior start in
place of Drew Talbot and was one of
three changes from the weekend’s
dismal 2-0 defeat at Southend.

Sol Davis and Lewis Emanuel
came in for Alan Goodall (groin) and
Steve Robinson (illness) respectively,
as the Hatters squared up against a
side looking to extend their remark-
able run of 12 straight home wins.

Luton started brightly and came
close to scoring in the 12th minute
when Bell brilliantly dispossessed
Grant Smith in the centre of mid-
field and ran towards the opposition
box, before flashing a shot just over
the crossbar.

However, the visitors had to be
alert a minute late, when Simon
Hackney got on the end of David 2
Raven'’s cross from the right, and his
left-footed volley from eight yards
forced a good save out of Dean Brill.
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