Cobblers Veraict

Dvyer’s T

B GOODBYE — Mark Little says his
arewell after his loan spell expires

Stuart Gray: “The pleasing thing
was we didnt play particularly
well but we still came away with
the three points.

“The conditions were pretty
dreadful but we never got the ball
down and played.

“Mark Bunn made some good
saves and he kept us in it at times,

“Because we could play higher
up the pitch in the first half we
were able to get the ball into Bayos
feet and play from there.

“With the wind we werent able
to do that. Bunny was taking goal
kicks and they were going about
25 yards .

“We didnt really adapt to that
very well, we were takin extra

o

touches and that allowed them to
get on the front foot.”

Marl; Bunn: “We played quite
well in the first half but then in
the second half it was quite diffi-
cult because of the wind.

“But we got the win and thats
the main thing. !

“They beat us twice at their
Place and it was a nice feeling to
ge‘t‘ a win against them.

It makes it quite sweet for me
bu( Wwhat happened at theirs wasnt
abig issue, its just what happens
ona football pitch. I put it to the
back of my mind.”

“I thought at the

EX'CEPT for the weather,
this match had || the
components of 5 glas-
sic end-of-season dead
rubber.

In conditions more 5 jted to
a time of the season when
teams hopes are stil| high,
Poul Hubertz and Aley: Dyer
hammered a nail in {} o 1id of
Luton Town'’s league ( e cof-
fin.

Two goals for formepSix-
fields loanee Lee Barnapd in
Southend colours at (jrewe
give the Hatters a stay ofiexe-
cution.

So while the home sidedid
chalk up a modicumof
revenge for the illtempeped 4-
1 defeat at Kenilworth Road.
earlier in the season, {} ey did
not send their opponents
down.

The scorers will both retain
fond memories of this zame;
Hubertz because he woniand
confidently converted a
penalty and Dyer because it
was his first goal in senior
football.

It is perhaps just as well
Dyer was withdrawn before he
had a chance to lay claim to
the man-of-the-match bubbly.

At 17, the midfielder would
have either had to pass it onor
let it mature until next season..

Neither of the men on'the
scoresheet, though, was really
in the frame for the award.

Mark Little w 1 there
will be romantics ¢ gthe
Cobblers faithful who will
have named him as such'in
their private polls on his final
appearance for the clt

The side’s supportersare
right to get misty-eyed about
Little — he is a fantastic talent
and one who could havea
massive future in the gAme,
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Debut strike as
Cobblers keep
their hopes alive

manship from a certain Luton
midfielder.

The ghost of that game was
exorcised here — Bunn made
three great stops in tricky,
windy conditions

The best of the bunch was
the one which got the loud-
est cheer — a firm wrist on
Matthew Spring’s dipping
shot from long range

‘When asked about his dis-
play, Bunn adopted a modest
stance, and when asked about
Spring, the goalkeeper said: “I
didnt speak to him in the
game. I don't really know him
to be honest and we just
stayed away from each other.”

And he added: “T don’t think
we’re happy with our over-
all performance but we got
the three points so that’s the
main thing.

“I made a few good saves
and they turned out to be cru-
cial so Im pleased to have
played my part.”

Bunns role:in the game
began on 15 minutes when
Calvin Andrew found space
for a distance shot that had
plenty of power but no direc-
tion — at least it will have
warmed the keeper’s hands

Mark Bunn - made
in the swirling

Jason Crowe —
McVeig

Mark Little — mc
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Giles Coke —

most willi
Danny Jackman -
inte n

Poul Hubertz —

Cobblers 2
Luton Town 1

Luton were actually the bet-
ter side before and after the
Andrew attempt, and up to
the moment of Sol Davis’ rush
of blood in the 33rd minute.

Hubertz had his back to
goal and was not really a
threat when the visiting full-
back decided to hoik the big
Dane backwards by his shirt.

The referee pointed to the
spot, from where Hubertz
smashed in a penalty to give
Town the lead

Eight minutes later it was
doubled, Daniel Jones find-
ing space down the left and
looping over a ball which Dyer
headed home.

And that was that. The sec-
ond goal deflated Luton, who
started playing up to their
billing as relegation fodder.

Andy Holt had a shot
blocked on the line and after
the break the visitors, aided by
the wind, poured forward,
only to be kept out by Bunn.

When the keeper did find a
shot too hot to handle, and,
if youw’ll excuse the pun, it
came from Darren Currie,
Parkin was on hand to tap in
the rebound

Arriving on the stroke of

Adebayo Akinfenwa —

penalised far too

Andy Holt -
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But for all his attr ibutes, ona bitterly cold afternoon. full-time, the goal was too lit- $ ;
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last few gam s really @ 1d it is not
aacsceptable. We need (0 comeout of
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the gates a bit fas ol

“Our tactics today *> \
Lutgn straight from the off, but it
didn’t happen-

“We settled it €
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“Everyone is very disappointed
that we have lost the game but we
can take a lot of satisfaction out of
the second half performance.”

Luton Manager Mick Harford:
“We had 11 players on the pitch
today who didn’t deserve to be on
the losing side. We are very disap-
pointed.

“Today we must have created 20
chances and their goalkeeper is
man of the match.

“I thought we controlled the
game from start to finish. We set -
our team out and dominated M GET IN THERE
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lex Dyer fires home his first goal for the Cobblers, while Poul
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| Hubertz celebrates his
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THE end of the season is nigh - and you
can have your say over who has been
the Cobblers player of the season.

The Chron is currently collecting
votes from supporters for the player of
the year — and if you haven't voted yet
there’s still time.

Either emalil the name of your cheice
to fans@northantsnews.co.uk or go to
our website
www.northamptonChron.co.uk and elick
on the player of your choice.

Have your say - this is your chance to
recognise your star player of the season!



