Gnakpa
eserved
victory for their heroic defensive per-
- formance at Priestfield on Saturday,
writes Mark Wood.
~ And the former Racing de San-
 tander defender, who believes Town
have the ability to battle their way
~out of the relegation zone ang sur-
vive despite their 30-point Penalty,
was buoyed after the Hatters recorded
thier first league win of the season
thanks to Sam Parkin’s fine third
minute header.

He said: “We defended very, very
well today I think. We scored a goal
soon and I think we deserved victory,

“It was difficult because the pitch
was very slow so we couldn’t play foot-

- balllike we played against Plymouth.
We like playing football. It was diffi-
cult because we couldn’t keep the ball

and pass it.

“We have good communication in

the team. We are all concentrating on
what we have to do.

' “I'm very confident we will stay up.

. We are good players, that's why we
are here. The most i
to win games and
- what can happen.”

On his move to Kenilworth Road,
Gnakpa, 25, said: “I'm very happy to
here in Luton. It's a big, big, club.

mportant thing is
you never know

‘It was difficult to build the team

use a lot of players came on trial
But now we have the team
gether and now we have to play
bre together and keep winning

:Mick, the gaffer; showed me a lot

nterest. He told me to come

uise he likes playing football. T

k€ playing football and played in

before. That's what they want
g here in Luton.”

0d he also revealed just how

rtant captain Kevin Nicholls is

HIE Test of the team,

* . Hesaid: “The most important thing
Bthe captain Nico. Nico is the spirit

sddtenileven, o
. DETERMINED: New
signing Claude Gna|

4 has looked an excellent

 capture in the first few

§ games of the season

of the team. When you are on the
pitch he brings the team up.”

Gnakpa, who can also play at cen-
tre-half, put in another tenacious per-
formance at full-back and enjoyed the
opportunity to run beyond the return-
ing Keith Keane, who started on the
right of midfield.

He added: “Keith isa good defender
So when I move forward Keith can
stay behind me and defend, so he was
a good option for the team.

“I prefer right-back because I like
to get forward and cross the ball.”

Luton got off to the ideal start when
Ross Jarvis’ through bal.l was
deflected into the path of Chris Mar-
tin who chipped delightfully to the
far post for Parkin to power his
header home.

Gillingham enjoyed the better of

m m George Pilkington. Defender reads the game so well.

the game throughout and some sloppy
defending almost allowed the hosts to
to level on 22 minutes, Town failed to
react to Mark McCammon’s flick on,
but Simeon Jackson could only fire
over from the edge of the area.

The Gills twice went close before
the break. On 40 minutes, the lively
Tyrone Berry evaded Martin and a
lunging Sol Davis on the left before
bursting into the area and squaring
for Jackson, but Dean Brill was alert
to save with his legs.

And McCammon was inches away
three minutes later when his clever
flicked looped just wide with a
stranded Brill well beaten.

Town had to be at their scambling
and scrapping best in the second half
to deny the Gills an equaliser.

Davis cleared McCammon's header

tined to score as
fi

SRR

off the line on 54 minutes, while Jack-
probably done better
when he lashed over the bar seven

son should have

minutes later.

And the Hatters somehow
the mother of
bles on 71 minutes.

Three times the hosts looked des-
they rained in shots
rom close range, but a combination
of some fantastic saves from Brill ,
coupled with some desperate defend-
ing, remarkably kept the ball out.
And seconds later Martin almost
took advantage of a defensive mis-
take when he burst into the box and
flashed a shot acros:
but Alan Julian somehow got a telling
touch to turn it behind.

With seconds left Hall

sealed victory when his sizzling effort
fizzed over the bar but, despite four
minutes of injury time, Town clung
on for a hard earned win.

all goalmouth scram-

s the face of goal,

LN Wednesday, August 20, 2008

thesport

WHAT Mick
MADE OF 1T

HAPPY Hatters
boss Mick
Harford hailed
his side’s rare
away victory at
Gillingam and
admitted he
hopes they will
Scrap to many
more,

The
delighted
Luton
manager said =
the victory was the first building
block on Town's road to survival
and said 70 more Ppoints should
see them safe,

He said: “| think it's massive
win for us because it's an away
victory, It's a long time since
Luton Town won an away game.
That's two clean sheets in the
last two games Wwhich is very
Important to us,

“It proved to me, the
Supporters and the players that
We can come away and scrap it
out and they Scrapped it out
well today and that augers well
for the future. | think Gillingham,
after watching them play today,
will be one of the teams near
the top of the division.

“The work rate, effort and
commitment the lads showed
today, and the desire and
passion to do well for the
football club, was there for
everybody to see. The defending
was fantastic. | think we
deserved to win Just for the way
we defended.”

On Sam Parkin’s fine header
that eamed the Hatters victory,
he said: “Chris Martin crossed
a great ball in for Sam and he
has done that during his career
= scoring at the far post.”

Harford said he hadn't had any
real problems attracting new
players to the club and revealed
he hopes to bring in up to three
more before the transfer window
closes.

He added: “We tell them our
plan and how we want to
approach things from the board
down, about how we want to get
ourselves out of trouble and
what the plan is for the future.

“It was mirrored out there
today with the passion and
commitment that they believe
they can get themselves out of
trouble.

“The window closes at the end
of August, but we will have to try
to use the loan market to bring
players in and move players out.

“We need to bring in two or
three more players to bulk the
squad out. If we can stay up,

survived

almost

here’s 3 Jon

g way togo: th
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these players could be heroes
for Luton Town Football Club.”

Sam's simply great
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