Luton Town 1
Accrington Stanley 2

1 3 signing Wayne Andrews hopes

mﬂeﬁ faithful can forget his past

: connections despite missing

-edged opportunity to earn the

Hatters a point on Saturday, writes
Wood.

Stanley starved Luton of posses-
sion throughout and richly deserved
their 2-1 victory, despite Asa Hall’s
stylish first-half volley to level the

SCOres.

After the game, 30-year-old
Andrews said: “Everyone knows the
Jink that I used to play for Watford.

“It’s local and you take everything
P infoaccount. It’s just easier at this
point in my career. &
~ “It's about 12 years since I played
‘for Watford so I like to think it’s done.

“Atthe end of the day it’s a job and
I've got to play football.

“It's just good to be back playing
football.”

On his chance to level the scores
late in the second half, he said: “I was
disappointed. It came quite quick and
fobe honest I thought I had scored —

§ thedefender was quite close.
“Ilook back and I really should
scored the goal, to be honest.
bucan't dwell on it, I have to move

o

“The boys just said to me that today
Wasan off day and that they had been
well and not getting results.”
And he admitted he would have pre-
ferred not to have to come on so early
after Garreth O’Connor was forced
through injury early in the first

Hessaid: “ came on a bit early and
Itwas a bit different with injuries. I
@nplay wide right but I prefer to play
Up front. It was just one of those
| Bames because I don’t know individu-
als' games.

'It’s‘easier for them to know one
BETsSon’s than for me to know 10.”

And Andrews believes if the Hat-
ters can get away from the minus

AcCrington
piles on th

points stigma and get a fully fit squad
together then they might still be OK.

He said: “You think you have to win
going into games like that and it’s not
always so good.

“If we can get out of negative
points I think everything else will fall
into place.

“I was at Leeds when they had
minus 15 points and they were just
beating everyone. I went there for a
month and it was the best month I
ever had.

“The injuries are the things that
are killing us at the moment. Kids
have had to go out and do a job. They
came in and did all right.” :

Town struggled throughout t}us
game and their desperate injury situ-
ation meant that manager Mick Har-
ford even included 16-year-old school-
boy striker Jordan Patrick on the
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bench for the first time.

Tom Craddock, signed on loan from
Premiership Middlesbrough during
the week, almost made an immediate
impact on three minutes when he
appeared to be obstructed in the area
but nothing was given.

The ball then ran to Chris Martin
but his effort was deflected over the
bar:

Martin just failed to get on to a poor
back header on seven minutes, but it
came as no surprise when Accring-
ton took the lead on 16 minutes.

Harry Worley’s poor defensive
header went straight to James Ryan
and his low cross from the right was
turned home from just a few yards
out by the impressive Paul Mullin.

Town finally found a bit of urgency
and could have equalised on 19 min-
utes.

smn m Keith Keane. Ran himself ragged for the cause.

agony
€ pain

Keith Keane'’s free-kick was
headed back across goal by Worley
but, stretching for it, Martin could
only head over the bar.

. Craddock fired into the side net-
ting after a big kick from Conrad
Logan had sent him clear on the half
hour, while Hall levelled in spectacu-
lar fashion four minutes later.

Jake Howells put in a telling cross
from the left and Hall met it with a
looping volley that spun over Kenny
Arthur:

Stanley responded with several
d_angerous crosses, while Hall sent a
sidefooted volley just over on 38 min-
utes. Craddock then had a goal
chalked out for offside as the teams
went in all square.

Luton made their customary slack
start to the second half and, after
Andrews had briefly threatened and
Hall flashed an effort wide, the Min-
nows edged into the lead again on 54
minutes.

Paul Mullin was allowed to head a
free kick back across goal and Gor-
nell was on hand at the far post to
power home from close range.

Town struggled to threaten against
well-drilled Stanley, although Crad-
dock had a shot deflected wide on 58
minutes and Spillane headed over
the subsequent corner.

Paul Mullin should have made it
3-1 on 61 minutes, but his free header
looped just over the bar.

Martin’s tumble in the area went
unrewarded on 76 minutes, while the
Hatters should have equalised with
Jjust six minutes left.

Craddock twisted and turned in
the box and, although Arthur got a
hand to his shot, the ball rebounded
to Andrews who could only stab wide
from three yards out.

Luton piled on the pressure in the
closing stages and Arthur produced
a great one-footed save to deny Hall
with a minute left.

Craddock couldn’t capitalise on
the loose ball and then fired a late
free-kick woefully over as Town
limped to another demoralising
defeat.
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BROWBEATEN manager Mick

Harford admitted he is asking

boy_s to do the job of men after

seeing the Hatters falter to a 2-1

home]z defeat against Accrington
nley.

He said: “It's hugely
disappointing. 1 thought we
didn't start particularly well and
they deserved to go 1-0 up. We
looked sloppy and sluggish.

“We never passed the ball
well this afternoon. We could
have ground something out but
we didn't.

“It's a bit of a low. Coming
down to League Two, we should
be beating this sort of team.

“At the moment we're asking
boys to do men’s jobs and some
of them are finding it difficult.”

And he bemoaned the late
Wayne Andrews miss that could
have grabbed the Hatters a
point.

He said: “It was one of the
few opportunities we created.
We weren't good in the final third
today.

“When we don't play well we
need to grind results out, which
we aren't doing at the moment.”

Harford also revealed that
Garreth O'Connor was carrying a
thigh injury, while he was
pleased with Middlesbrough loan
striker Tom Craddock's debut
and lan Roper's comeback.

He said: “Garreth O’Connor
wanted to go out there and give
ita go, but he didn't last very
long.

“If Tom plays we need good
possession because he will
make those runs.

“Ropes is Ropes. Ropes is
not great on the eye, but he is
solid and dependable, boots
things and keeps things
organised.”

Ankle break blow
for sidelined Ed

HATTERS: Defender Ed Asafu-
Adjaye, below, is likely to be out for
around six weeks after it emerged he
has suffered a fractured ankle

On the latest injury to his already
ravaged squad,
manager Mick
Harford said:
“Fair play to Ed,
he got a whack
at Watford in
the reserves but
has carried on
training and
playing for the
past couple of
weeks through the pain. That just
shows the attitude of the boy.

“There seems to be a lot of freak
injuries happening here at the .
moment for whatever reason, we've
analysed the training and everything
and most of the injuries have been on
contact. We've been very
unfortunate.”
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