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VENATED defender George
says he was just pleased to be
e hat for the next round after the
Hatters’ goalless home draw against
‘Altrincham in the FA Cup first round
on Saturday, writes Carl Field.
* Town were left frustrated against
the non-league part-timers, but Bea-
van admitted that it was always going
to be a difficult task to break down a
‘side that were intent on defending for

He said: “Our main aim before the
me was to make sure that we were
in the hat for the next round. It’s a bit
appointing that we didn’t get the
jobdone today but we're still in it and
 that's the main thing.

. “We were saying in the dressing
‘room afterwards that teams come
here and know we're a good passing
team, know we’re going to come for-
ward and they just sit and put 11 men
behind the ball and it’s hard for us to
break down. But we still know we've
f‘h?:tt”he quality in the squad to do

Beavan's performance from left-
back was one of the bright spots for
Luton and he also said afterwards
the was desperate to return to the
after his recent loan spell at Blue
are Premier outfit Salisbury City.
said: “I went to Salisbury and
some match fitness and I feel a lot
fitter and sharper. Hopefully I can
“keep my spot in the team and get as
‘many games under my belt as possi-
‘ble. It was the decision of both the
club and myself to come back. I just
‘Wanted to come back and fight for my
place at Luton.”
- After starting the last two games
- ontheleft side of the Hatters’ defence,
Beavan, 18, who can also operate at
centre-half, said he doesn’t mind what
 Dosition he plays in, adding: “As long
asI'mon the pitch, I don’t mind what
Dosition I'm playing.
“Ijust defend first and when I get
‘the ball hopefully create chances for
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ROUGH AND TUMBLE: Claude Gnal

other players on the pitch.”

The return of skipper Kevin
Nicholls, who played the opening 45
minutes, was a massive boost for
Town, while striker Drew Talbot was
given a warm reception as he made
his comeback as a late substitute.

Luton, without loan striker Tom
Craddock due to Middlesbrough’s
refusal to let him play, dominated pos-
session but were lacking in the final
third and Altrincham, to their credit,

Altr
could have been in front at half time.

The home side got a real let off on
22 minutes when Keith Keane’s poor
back pass almost gifted Chris Senior
the opener, while centre-half Greg
Young then blazed a glorious oppor-
tunity over the bar from the edge of
the box shortly afterwards.

The home side’s only real effort on
target during the entire match came
in first half stoppage time, but Chris
Martin’s header from Claude

STAR HAHER Jake Howells. Energetic performance down the left.

keeper Andy Ralph during Saturday’s 0-0 stalemate

Gnakpa’s right-wing cross failed to
really trouble goalkeeper Andy
Ralph.

Altrincham continued to frustrate
the Hatters after the break, with
Gnakpa's fierce shot wide on 57 min-
utes the closest Luton came to break-
ing the deadlock.

With eight minutes remaining,
Keane had to produce a fierce last-
ditch tackle to prevent substitute Lee
Elam from getting a clear run on Con-
rad Logan’s goal, which ensured the
two sides would have to do it all over
again in the replay at Moss Lane.
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TOWN manager Mick Harford
wasn't too downbeat after his
side were held to a goalless
draw by the part-timers of
Altrincham in their FA Cup first
round tie at Kenilworth Road on
Saturday.

He said: “We were the best
team by a mile.

“I thought it was a good
performance today, we controlled
the game from start to finish,
had the majority of possession
but in the last third, we weren't
great and didn't create a lot.
__“Defensively we looked solid,
it's just in that final third where
we need to discover that bit of
craft as well as having the belief
to open a team up.

“I asked the players to give
me two things.

“One was keep a clean sheet,
which we did, and the other was
to be in the hat when the draw
for the next round is made,
which we are.

“We limited them to a few
breakaways, corners and set
pieces and we should have won
the game comfortably.

“Their team was always going
to come here and try to get
bodies behind the ball like they
did today, but we weren't able to
break them down. I'm
disappointed with the result but
not the performance.”

Harford also said he was
pleased that a few of his senior
players were able to get some
minutes under their belts after
injury.

He said: “We had three of four
lads who played part of the
game, like Kevin Nicholls, Kevin
Watson, Garreth 0'Connor and
George Beavan, who haven't
played a lot of football and are
trying to get themselves back to
fitness, so there are positives to
take from it.”

On the return of captain
Nicholls, who played 45 minutes
after missing Town's last 12
games with a hamstring injury,
Harford said: “It was just a
matter of getting him through
the 45 minutes.

“It's his first outing for nearly
nine weeks.

“We didn't want to do it but
we've assessed him, he's fine
and came through it.

“He'll now get a hard week of
training under his belt and be
ready for the next game.”

Also making his comeback
after eight months out with a
knee injury was striker Drew
Talbot, and Harford admitted that
he was forced to rush him back
due to the current injury crisis.

He said: “Drew was ahead of
schedule really. If there would
have been five subs today then
he wouldn’t have been on the
bench.

“It was a case of needs must
because we haven't got enough
players.

“But it was a little bonus for
him to get on the pitch and get
some minutes under his belt.”
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