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Blzarre assistance

IS costly for Hatters

S

Southend 3 Luton Town 1

HATTERS have sought clarification
from the FA regarding the fielding of

layers who are under 16 after Femi
Orenuja appeared for Southend in the
second round of the FA Cup on Satur-
day, writes Mark Wood.

The 15-year-old made a late appear-
ance as a substitute in the home side’s
31 victory and, although he made lit-

Jean-Erancois Christophe flashed an
effort Just over, while Southend went
close again seconds later when Fran-
cis streaked down the right.

_His well-directed cross completely

dissected Luton’s defence but Lau-
rent and Revell were just unable to
get on the end of it.
2 South_end started to go for Luton’s
Jjugular in the second half as the visi-
tors were forced to weather wave after
wave of attack.

' difference to the outcome, the visi- ilki

| {l'; B e ioved that they had bee:l 3 I&;eg;%ei gkm&g:fn finally made his henwﬁr«?czo Hatters boss

_ 3880“ i . - return as a 51st-minute ick Harford was incandescent
3 denied the opportunity to name Jean replacement for Roper before good ~ at referee Andy Penn after
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Philip Yamfam in their squad for the

first round clash with Altrincham.
Hatters have written to Soho
uare in search of an explanation

work by Claude Gnakpa enabled Asa
Hall to fire an effort wide of the tar-
get on 58 minutes.

Johnny Herd should then have dou-

seeing his Hatters side crash
out of the FA Cup at the second
round stage at Roots Hall on
Saturday.

and expect to hear a response today bled the Shrimpers advantage on Harford e fur)
63 ming at the way
(Wednesday).. i minutes. Some fine footworkgcarried theWestMidiands offical fFlled.
B o1 this, Sonthend, aided by the left-back into the Luton box and 10 acknowledge the decision of
his assistant linesman Marvin

some bizarre officiating, were worthy
winners at Roots Hall as they made
their higher division status pay.

A virtuoso performance from on-
loan West Ham winger Junior Stanis-
Jas inspired the Shrimpers to victory,

his firm low effort forced a good one-
handed stop out of Logan.

'The impressive Stanislas sent a siz-
zling effort well over with 16 minutes
left, while Revell fired an effort well
wide moments later.

Late substitute Orenuja saw an

Thompson in the lead up to the
Shrimpers’ first goal.

He said: “The linesman
flagged for a foul on our player
and the referee decided to
ignore him for whatever reason.

but in truth, it was an FA Cup tie “They
i p tie filled effort deflected well over with 11 min- mmmunf@;ﬁg? t;e{ttween
Linesman Thompson had a hand in utes left and, from the resulting cor-  referees and linesmen and
both Stanislas’ first goal and Michael ner, more controversy ensured as referees and mangers but that's
Thompson flagged for Luton’s equal- just a blatant obstruction of not

Spillane’s equaliser, but United upped
a couple of gears to ease home as the
Hatters missed out on a potentially
money-spinning third round tie at
Stamford Bridge.

Southend got off to a lively start
and almost took the lead after just
two minutes. Alex Revell found space
in the box and his drive across the
face of the goal was just turned round

post by Conrad Logan.
The hosts went close again on 12
'ﬁnutes following a foul from Ian
Roper. Stanislas stepped up to take
the free-kick and his curling effort
rustled the side netting with Logan
beaten.

Town were happy enough soaking
up the pressure and looking to hit
their hosts on the break. Loan striker

Martin warmed Steve Milden-

 hall’s gloves with a low drive on 20

minutes, while a minute later, Paul
McVeigh's 35-yard effort was easily

GET THINGS STARTED: Kevin Watson propels the ball forward as Luton go
on the attack during the 3-1 FA Cup defeat at Roots Hall on Saturday
saved after Ian Roper’s header had  and tangled with Spillane and Roper,
sent the Irishman into space. causing the linesman to raise his flag.
United though, boasting plenty of Roper was then penalised and
pace in their line-up, always looked booked for a foul in the ensuing action
dangerous and, on 28 minutes, they - only for linesman Thompson to con-
went close again. Kevin Betsy’s tinue flagging before ceasing his sig-
through ball set Revell clear again, nals before speaking to referee Penn.
but the striker’s effort from a narrow From the resulting free-kick,
angle was beaten away by Logan. Stanislas curled home an excellent
Seconds later, Spillane saved the 25-yard effort home into the bottom
Hatters’ bacon. Simon Francisled the  right-hand corner.
United break and the ball eventually With seven minutes of the half left,
fell to Francis Laurent, but the both sides went close. Ravell could
Frenchman’s effort was excellently only poke Betsy’s pull-back wide of
blocked by the Luton centre-half. the mark, while Jake Howells slashed
And the hosts took the lead witha ~ an effort well wide when well-placed
hugely contentious refereeing deci-  on the edge of the area.
sion on 34 minutes. Betsy raced clear In the closing stages of the half,

STAR mmn Conrad Logan. A couple of fine saves kept Town in it

ising goal. McVeigh whipped a corner
into the box and after Gnakpa just
missed his header in the box, Spillane
turned it goalwards.

Laurent appeared to hack it off the
line but Thompson seemed to possess
X-ray vision as he peered through the
crowd to spot that the ball had crossed
the line and raised his flag.

However, Hatters delight was short-
lived as the Shrimpers re-took the
lead five minutes later. Laurent
roasted Howells down the right before
delivering a pin-point cross for
Stanislas to plant a simple header
past the helpless Logan.

And substitute James Walker made
sure of victory for the hosts in the
very last minute. Former Hatter
Anthony Grant squared the ball into
the box and, although Walker’s first
touch let him down, he kept his com-
posure before firing home to send
Southend into the third round.
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abiding to the rules in my
opinion.

“We felt we were coping with
them no problem and playing the
better football, but that was the
turning point.”

Harford also admitted that he
was distraught that Town are
now out of the cup, especially
after they had hauled
themselves back on to level
terms.

He said: “We are disappointed
to be going out of the FA Cup.

“You know how we feel about
that because, for varying
reasons, we wanted to be in the
next round.

“We got back to one each and
maybe through a bit of naivety
we let them have too much
space in midfield and didn't
have enough to see it out.

“We got done with a sucker
punch for the third, but it was
the second goal that
disappointed me.”

Harford revealed that striker
Drew Talbot was ruled out of the
encounter with a slight
hamstring injury, while lan Roper
was substituted after twisting an
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“The linesman did put his flag
up. For what he put his flag up, |
don't know.
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