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. Bishop 57, Morrell 66
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- IT'S now 12 wins out of the final

18 games that Luton will need to
- win to avoid what is beginning to
look like the inevitable slide out of
the Football League.

Manager Mick Harford revealed
 that that is the target he has set his
~ players to avoid the drop midweek,
1 but this defeat to Bury makes it
.~ just that much harder.

The Hatters now need champi-

~ onship-winning form when the

club hasn't won back-to-back

league games since 2006 and the
current side would struggle to win
araffle.

Yet to taste victory in 2009, the
division’s draw specialists took the
lead against Bury through Asa
Hall's fierce effort but fell to sec-
ond half goals from Andy Bishop
and Andy Morrell.

- Onabitterly cold afternoon
Luton had the first chance of any
note against a side they beat in the
corresponding fixture back in
October.

Captain Kevin Nicholls’ free kick
spun up in the area and unfortu-
nately Michael Spillane showed a
defender’s finish, spooning his vol-
ley wide from a good position.

Bury sat just outside the top two
before kick-off and the promotion-
chasers had the lion’s share of the
half. They should have taken the
lead when from a corner; right-
back Paul Scott squeezed in a shot
at the far post that Sol Davis had to
block on the line.
~ Celebrating making his move to

~ Luton permanent Tom Craddock
must have thought he'd scored his

in a full-time Hatters’ shirt on

3 25 minutes when he connected

beautifully with a volley from a

~ corner.

An inch either side of Mark Tyler
and it would have burst the net

the Bury keeper pulled off an
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ble round his marker but instead
knocked the ball off the defender
into the path of Hall. The midfield-
er did the rest, drilling his shot into
the bottom corner.

With Luton’s attacking formation
continuing to leave huge gaps
Bury finished the half strongly but
:1; Elhi l;reak Harford switched back

Now, with four in midfield, Luton
began the brighter and started to
hold on to the ball rather than look
for the quick long pass. Gallen pro-
vided a swirling cross that
Craddock’s free header couldn’t
trouble Tyler.

Logan's blushes were spared on
55 minutes when Morrell charged
down the Irishman’s kick. The
Hatters goalkeeper had to scram-
ble back to his line as Morrell
chased the loose ball. As did his
strike partner Bishop and the two
collided with each other leaving a
relieved Logan to gather.

But within the space of 11 min-
utes Luton surrendered the lead:
and found themselves behind.

Bury’s first had more then a
touch of fortune about it as Hall
went to stop Bennett’s right wing
cross but instead his block looped
over a stranded Logan and Bishop
bundled Spillane and the ball into
the net.

COMMENT

presumably for the Israeli’'s
outrageously illegal shielding the
ball tactics? You betcha.

Here’s where it links to Luton.
An FA investigation on Monday,
after watching video replays of
the horror challenge from every
conceivable angle, Bosingwa was
absolved of any wrong-doing. No
retrospective slap on the wrists,
no ban, no fine, no nothing.

Mick Harford and Luton
however, are currently awaiting
the investigation into improper
conduct after the Bradford game
last week.

Of course, charges like these
are never explalneq an_d are
suitably woolly. Which is fine
because football fans are never
ones to jump to conclusion based
on conjecture are they?

Regardless, my guess Is that

HEADING FOR DEFEAT: Sam Parkin gets in an attempt at goal in the defeat
Bury that makes Luton’s escape from relegation even nwg:a unlikely 5

After a soul-destroying spell of

- ‘keep ball’ from the visitors

Spillane’s meaty challenge on
Stephen Dawson cheered the
Kenilworth Road crowd, but left a
big hole at right back that Bennett
exploited.

The winger got his cross in again
and this time Morrell was first to
the near post and the striker
stooped a header inbetween Logan
and the upright.

It effectively killed the game.
There were minutes on the clock
to make the difference but no-one
in a white shirt looked like they
would.

On-loan Colchester United for-
ward Sunday Waisu was thrown on
as Harford tried to stir his side into
action against the Shakers.

In complete control Bury pressed
for a third and only Waisu's fellow

Harford probably used some
colourful language. Can you
blame him?

Well, his team were only hit by a
decision that robbed his team of
three points. Three points that,

loanee Mark Bower could keep
them from it.

Bishop shrugged off his marker
and rounded Logan before blasting
towards an empty net. Bradford
defender Bower was alert to the
danger and booted the shot off the
line and out for a throw.

The referee’s assistant signalled
three minutes added time but
there was no roar from the crowd
as Luton appeared to have
resigned themselves to defeat the
moment the Shakers scored their
second.

B LUTON Town's game against
Grimsby at Kenilworth Road last
night was called off because of the
adverse weather conditions. The
match has been rearranged for
Tuesday March 17, kick off at
7.45pm.

set of fans, beaten with various
FA sticks for the last 18 months.

To quote a national newspaper:
‘The team at the bottom of the
table should be the worst side in
the league, not the club with the
idiot ant.’

arguably, would be more
to the Hatters than any other
team in the 91 places above
them.

Harford is a man in charge of a
club decimated by a record points
penalty tasked with the almost
impossible job of keeping them in
the Football League.

They scored late on to give
them hope that the great escape
might still have a chance, then a
dubious penalty decision takes
that away from them. 4

Yes, perhaps a little restraint
would have been required but
football is a passionate game. The
reaction after the Bradford game
was the outpouring of frustration
from a boss and a beleaguered

But at the bottom of the league
and starting into the abyss is
where Luton are, helped in no
large part by penalty points
dished out by the FA.

At worst Luton’s current run-in
with the suits as Soho Square
could result in more points
docked. But one would hope that
without the television cameras to
show slow motion replays of the
alleged offence, and a little
sympathy for their plight, the club
will be absolved of any wrong
doing.

But then again perhaps the
Hatters boss should change his

to Miguel Harfordio.
Ty 4 JAMES CUNLIFFE

LEAGUE TWO TABLE

1 Wycombe 28 8 5 122106 6 21489 17 53
2 Brentford 277 5 1229 6 5 3 1612 17 49
3 Bury 29824201265 42017 12 49
4 Darlington 27 8 4 226125 4 4 1813 19 47
5 Gillingham 28 8 4 2259 5 3 61427 3 46
6 Rochdale 27 8 4 22914 4 5 42021 14 45
7 Bradford - 28 7 7 127155 2 6 1917 14 45
8 Dag&Red 287 3 330115 4 62220 21 43
9 Shrewsbury 28 10 1 3 3010 1 9 4 1114 17 &3
10 Exeter 2864 419176 3 51816 4 43
11 Chesterfield 27 4 4 521206 3 52319 § 37
12 LincoinCity 28 4 8 2 22155 2 7 1519 3 37
13Aidershot 27 7 6 227223 0 91225 -8 36
14 Notts County 20 4 5 6 1519 3 6 5 1926 -11 32
15 Macclesfield 27 5 2 7 1626 4 3 6 1624 -18 32
16PortVale 28 5 2 8 17254 2 7 1521 -14 31
17 Morecambe 27 4 6 3 1714 2 5 7 1124 -10 29
18 Accrington 27 5 2 6 1817 2 4 8 1224 -1T°27
19 Rotherham 27 7 3 319125 4 51516 6 26
20 Chester 28437191824 81131 -1925
21 Bamet 22815710233571920-322
226Grimshy - 27 2 5 614182 4 8 1027 -21 21
23 Bournemouth28 5 5 4 1411 1 6 7 1931 8 12
24 Luton 284 552424365142 8 2

SHOTSONTARGET: ~ OFF TARGET:
LUTON 3 LWTON 7
BURY 9 BURY 8
BOOKINGS:

LUTON TOWN: -

BURY: -

REFEREE: FRED GRAHAM (ESSEX)

THE SQUAD
Logan; Spillane (Gnakpa 77), Asafu-Adjaye, Bower,
Davis (Howells 64); Nicholls, Hall, Gallen (Waisu 70);
Henderson , Parkin, Craddock Subs: Brill, Jarvis

ASAHALL

The midfielder wasn't
particularly great but he took
his goal tally up to six for the

season with a fine drive

I——




