No joke for Shrimp:
Luton take pomts pr

A ' CELEBRATION  of Eric
Morecambe failed to bring much
sunshine to Christie Park on
Saturday as the Shrimps saw their
12-match unbeaten run come to
an end. ,

A day that began with smiles
aplenty as both sets of fans cele-
brated the life of the town’s
favourite son ended with frowns

for Morecambe as Kevin Gallen’s

offside-looking 59th minute goal
saw the Shrimps slide to their
first defeat since January 27.

The former QPR striker looked!

yards offside as he diverted the
ball past Barry Roche to give
Luton a third successive win and
keep their slim suryival hopes
alive for a few more weeks at
least.

Shrimps’ boss Sammy Mcllroy
vented his anger at the linesman
at the end of the game but also

admitted-that.Liuton were denied.
a perfectly ‘good first half goal

when Asa Hall was adjudged. to
have = fouled' a Morecambe
defender. :

Mecllroy said: “The lads were
devastated to lose their unbeaten
record especially to a goal that
looked well offside. But at the
same time I didn’t see much
wrong with the goal they had dis-
allowed, ‘so I suppose thmgs
evened themselves up.’

He added: “I was disappointed
‘with.both their goals and we did-
n’t look as strong defensively as
we have in recent weeks but I
can’t be too'hard on the players.
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'ERIC LOOKALIKE: A Shrimps fan
-at-Christie 'Park for the tie'with

Luton = Town = where  Eric

Morecambe was a director.

“They have done us all proud
in recent weeks and we will now
look to lift their spirits for the

. Darlington game next week.” -

The Shrimps ‘began' the game
with Mark Duffy  given his
Football League debut in place, of
Neil Wainwright who failed a late

fitness test and the former.

Southport ‘man showed some
moments of promise, especially
when played wide.

Morecambe' started’ well with
Wayne Curtis firing wide before

5

\CORE!: Drummond soores for Morecambe with a header.

 Michael Twiss' swung over a free
luck to thel far post and Stewart
Drummond rose superbly, to head
= past Dean Brill from elght yards

- out.

Twiss almost undrd the Hatters

E again seconds late when his Surg-

ing run carried him past Mark
Bower and: into the box, but he
just overran the ball with Luton’s
defence at sixes and sevens.

Luton ‘looked to hit back |
almost 1mmedlately with Hall
'seeing his goal chalked off but the
- Hatters showed great spirit to get
the' upper hand, Winger Tom
Craddock was, a constant threat
and he gave the Shrimps an early.
warning with a fine run and shot
that forced Barry Roche mto a
decent save, _

Luton stuck to. their task well~‘

and again went close on 32 min-
utes Nicholls ‘and Gallen co.
‘bined well to release Hall into the;
‘ box;/ but his |driyen cross wa
turned, over ' the bar
Drummond’s flailing leg.
. But the visitors’ pressure paid|
off ion 42 minutes when from
another dangerous ' Key
Nicholls  cross Chris Martl
nipped in front of Adam Ya
head past'Roche.

Martin ‘almost added' a' e
fire second in injury time 'when
he squeezed a shot betwee
Roche’s legs but Drummond wasi|
on hand to clear off the lme i .‘3 1|

Luton’s dominance ‘continued’
at the start (of the second half
when Brill’s long throw released
Craddock on the right and the for- |
mer Mlddlesbrough man \beat
three defenders before forcmg a

i

- score at the far post with the goali
“beckoning, but Garry Hunter
flung himself in the way. e
Gallen ended the Shnmps'
res1stance ; i Ry
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