Morecambe 1 Luton Town 2

OP Town striker ChriAs Martin
5 keep the Hatters’ slim League
meo survival hopes alive by squeez-

an equaliser through Morecambe
wener Barry Roche’s legs on Satur-
day, writes Mark Wood.
-~ The goal took him to 11 fpr the sea-
and moved him one strike clear of
aton’s other hotshots, Asa Hall and
Craddock who both have 10.
had earlier seen a header
hly ruled out for a push, after
art Drummond had given the
rimps the lead, but Kevin Gallen’s
rike midway through the second
ilf gave Town three thoroughly
served points as they made it a hat-
rick of straight wins.
‘Martin, 20 said: “We went a goal
d, but I thought the guys battled
wery well. We played some good foot-
falland I think I think we could have
gt more than two.
“We had a shaky start and they
agoal in front and after that I
t we dominated the game.
ought Kevin Gallen did very
| battling against their two big
e-halves.”
d he admitted he could hardly
liss for his goal, after a great cross

n captain Kevin Nicholls had

ted him out in the six-yard box.
id: “Nico put a great ball in
from three yards out I couldn’t
really miss.

“ldidn't really think of anything
tlseother than heading it and I've
ived really low. I wasn't going to do
jthing else other than head it.”
And he admitted the prospect of

‘mbley, the competition for places
indthe top scorer spot are all helping
Ispur the players on.

Hlesaid: “There’s a lot of options,
st up front, with plenty of com-
tition all over the pitch.

Obviously it's pushing players on.
BIEs good to have that competition
Véen goalscorers and that the

utme
Shrimp

DANGER MEN: Striker
Qhris Martin goes close,
right, andTom Craddock
terrorises the Shrimps’
defence, above

three of us are fairly close and hope-
fully we can push each other on to
score more goals.”

Hatters fans flocked to the seaside
to pay tribute to the statue of former
Town director and local lad Eric
Morecambe, and the funnyman must
have been left with a smile on his face
as the Hatters claimed three invalu-
able points in their battle against rel-
egation.

Wayne Curtis flashed wide early on
for the hosts, but a bobbly Christie
Park pitch was not conducive to good
football.

Roche then parried a fierce Tom
Craddock effort before the Shrimps
snatched the lead in simple fashion
on 21 minutes.

Michael Twiss whipped in a decent
free-kick to the far post and Drum-
mond rose highest to thump home his
header from close range.

The Hatters looked to have got
themselves right back into the game
three minutes later when Hall got on
the end of Nicholls’ great cross but
his goal was harshly ruled out by the
referee for a push on a defender.

Town continued to push and they

88ing Martin
-ly too

got a deserved equaliser two minutes
before the break when Martin's
header squeezed between Roche’s
legs.

Martin then almost repeated the
trick in first half injury time when
he squeezed a shot between Roche’s
feet, but this time the ball rolled ago-
nisingly along the line and the hosts
were able to clear their lines.

He said: “When I saw it just sneak
through the legs I thought it was
really in, but it ran on the line and
their guy just managed to clear it.”

A fantastic counter-attack by the
Hatters should have given them the
lead just four minutes into the second
half. Brill’s great long throw released
Craddock on the right, who beat his
man and surged into the box.

The former Middlesbrough man
then beat three defenders before forc-
ing a brilliant full-stretch stop from
Roche, with the ball destined for the
bottom left-hand corner.

Martin then seemed certain to
score at the far post with the goal

good
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beckoning, but Hunter flung himself
in the way to turn the ball behind.

Craddock headed Lewis Emanuel’s
cross wide on 55 minutes, as More-
cambe’s goal continued to live a
charmed life under wave after wave
of Town attacks.

And Luton’s constant pressure
finally told on 59 minutes. Craddock
did brilliantly to reach a cross field
pass and loop a first-time time ball
into the box from the by-line.

Hall competed bravely in the box
and his header dropped to an off-side
looking Gallen, who somehow toe-
ended the ball past the stranded
Roche from close range.

Garry Hunter warmed Brill's
gloves with a blistering strike, Curtis
and Mark Duffy were just off target
with some thunderous efforts, and
Rene Howe blasted straight at Brill as
the Hatters began to rock.

Brill then produced a great low stop
to deny Twiss before Craddock took
control at the other end as Town
expertly shut the Shrimps out.

STAR HATTER Kevin Nicholls. Captain aimost back to his best.
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UPBEAT Hatters boss Mick
Harford challenged his in-form
side to go unbeaten until the end
of the season after seeing them
romp to their third-straight
victory.

Harford believes that his side
will stay up if they manage to
match his challenge, regardless
:Jr:ethe results of the sides above

m.

He said: “There's nothing we
can do about Grimsby.”

And the delighted Town
manager hailed his side’s great
win against high-flying
Morecambe.

He said: “It was nice to get
three points and nice to come
back from a goal down, it showed
the character and spirit within
the squad. | thought we
thoroughly deserved the three
points.

“It was a good all round
performance from start to finish.
There was a bit of a blip with a
set piece goal, but we bounced
back from that. We limited them
to very little and overall, | thought
it was a deserved win.

“| thought we played some
good football and thoroughly
deserved the win. It was a tough
game to win and thanks to the
fans who turned out in their
numbers. Everyone at the club
can take a pat on the back for
getting a deserved victory.”

Town's travelling army of
supporters numbered 666 in a
crowd of just 2,599, but Luton’s
stars turned in some great
individual performances, with
captain Kevin Nicholls, new loan
midfielder David Livermore and
Asa Hall dominating the middie
of the park.

Harford said: “I think between
them they controlled the game.

“| think Kevin Gallen came
back in and looked OK and
epitomised the team. | thought
he was fantastic, his hold up
play, his link up play and his
awareness.”

Town even had-a goal ruled
out, a decision Harford thought
was harsh. He added: “Asa went
up and scored what | thought
was a genuine goal, but it was
ruled out for a push.”

Wembly tickets

are under control

HATTERS: Ticket distribution for
Town’s Johnstone's Paint Trophy final
against Scunthorpe United on Sunday
is under control according to director
Stephen Browne.

Speaking on Monday, he said “All
orders received here before Friday
close of business have been
dispatched

“The only ones we have are the
internet orders placed on Sunday and
today.

“There are some single tickets left at
the moment, but that's it




