Hatters show why club will never d

TOWN 3
{Marin 30, Craddock 69, Gnakpa 5 (extra time)

SCUNTHORPE 2
Hooper 14, McCann 88

Paint Trophy Final

BY JAMES CUNLIFFE 5

edia co.uk
] SCUNTHORPE UNITED, Graham Taylor, Lord
M ey, The Football League, the number

30 and the letters F and A... YOUR BOYS TOOK
ONE HELL OF A BEATIN
 And the message as Kevin
Johnstone’s Paint Trophy on
Town will never die"

It was won in spectacular fashion. The match
s always going to be so much more than a final
for the club, but as a football spectacle the
Hatters provided one of the best Wembley games
inmemory.
_And out of the shadows of that 1988
Littlewoods Cup win can step the class of 2009.

Nowattention turns to trying to stay in League

Nicholls lifted the
Sunday was ‘Luton

Club chairman and TV presenter Nick Owen
ummed up the feeling after the 3-2 win, saying:

“The team and this club will not die after 125
years of history. And however bad the injustice
) d to us, we still feel that this club has soul,
pirit, guts and the community loves it”
Forty thousand people inside Wembley certain-
lyloved it and the hope now has to be that some

those happy Hatters, even if it’s just 2 small

tage, fill Kenilworth Road in the remaining
games to try and roar their club on to achieve
everyone outside of Luton has deemed the
impossible all season.
it can spur their team on to beat their fourth
e One opponents in the competition then
iho knows?

Outnumbering the opposition fans by almost
BIEE 0 one was certainly a sight t0 behold but
low, three days after the triumph and with a lit
: bit of hindsight, it just seems Jike fate that the
phy was always on its way back to
ffordshire. Either that or history has a lovely
ay of repeating itself. i
the end it was it was a little piece of je ne sais
oi from a French substitute that settled a

tch that was every bit as engrossing nervous
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LOVE AND EMULSION: Top, Hatters receive the Johnstone Paint Trophy and af

away Marcus Williams"
after the half-hour a
found Craddock who

ble as that famous Littlewoods Cup
d early on to a Gary clipped an inch per-
break his stride as he

d to have won it in 0!
into the corner of the

net in one movement.

self a hero and seal a 69 minutes, Luton pus

id do it the hard way-

deserved even if they
Luton were nervous Or

and half-volley skimme:
and into the corner O

fic in the early stage

make a last ditch tackle
the Luton keeper was

the Hatters began to sunday, the club’s one

till looked dangerous
est on 26 minutes to

them yraxl to the favourites only to come back
and win 3-2.

Andy Dibble and Brian Stein were the heroes of
that day in 1988. This time it was Lutons French
connection — an inspired substitute if ever there
was one — that settled it. And even if Luton take
another 20 years to get back to Wembley, Hatters"
fans will still be talking about Claude Gnakpa.

The defender turned striking hero said after the
match that scoring the winner was a dream come
true.

“[ said [to myself] when I came on, ‘now I have
to do it’. If you get the chance to score you must
score. That's what happened and I'm very
happy.”

The Frenchman had fluffed a chance to race
clear minutes before he pounced for the winner
but he said he was never in any doubt hed get
another chance.

“I believe in myself and I belive in the team,” he
said. “I kept believing because it’s the final and
we had to win. When the second opportunity
came I saw that the left back was in front of me
but I said to myself, ‘Claude, you have to believe',
and I scored.”

He admitted his goal had put him on cloud
nine.

“Today it's still a dream,” he said after the
match.

“And this dream has come true. My mum and
dad came from France to see me, so did my
brother and all my friends.

“This has been a difficult season because I
played all the games at the start but then the
gaffer didn't give me too many opportunities. 1
kept working hard in training because ]am a pro-
fessional and 1 love Luton, but I've had to keep
myself up. So to come and score the winning goal
is something great.”

He added: “When I scored the goal 1 thought
about my family but 1 also thought about all
those fans because they didn't deserve the 30
points.”

Gnakpa said that the events of the game had
not begun to sink in and he modestly admitted
hed no idea how it may be remembered by Luton

fans.
“At the moment I don't realise (what it means},
but maybe in years to come 1 will realise the
impact of it all”
For now it mear like Eric Morecambe, Luton's
most famous f snakpa, Chris Martin, Tom
Craddock, Mick Harford et al have brought the
club and the town some sunshine.




