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in recent independent paint tests® by industry experts the Paint Research ik 1890
Association, Johnstone's Jonmat Premium Contract Matt achieved greater

opacity against equivalent Dulux Supermatt when applied at the maximum

specified spread rate. Now that's a fact!

*Tests completed to British
Standards on randomly selected & . i
samples tested in December 2008 F1Nd out more at: www.johnstones-paints.co.uk
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Luton Town v Scunthorpe United

Order of

TURNSTILES OPEN

Pre-match entertainment commences

THE FOOTBALL LEAGUE UNDER-13s GIRLS CUP
The Priory School (Crystal Palace) v Lees Brook Community Sports College (Derby County)

THE JOHNSTONE’S PAINT 5-A-SIDE

Glenwood v Super Nova
PLAYERS WARM-UP
TEAMS ENTER THE STADIUM

Presentation of the teams and match officials to:
Greg Molyneux, Managing Director, Johnstone’s Paints
Lord Mawhinney, Chairman, The Football League

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM
Led by Jenny Williams

KICK-OFF
HALF-TIME
SECOND HALF
END OF MATCH’

Presentation of the Johnstone’s Paint Trophy and medals by:
Greg Molyneux, Managing Director, Johnstone’s Paints

“In the event of the scores remaining level after 90 minutes, half an hour of extra-time will be
played. Should the score remain level at the end of extra-time, the winner will be decided by the
taking of kicks from the penalty mark at an end of the stadium to be determined by the referee.
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s—— WELCOME TO WEMBLEY Greetings from The Football League and Johnstone's Paints
‘ UP FOR THE CUP How the Johnstone’s Paint Trophy is bigger than ever

TOP HATTER Mick Harford

THE ADKINS DIET Nigel Adkins

PLAYER PROFILE Sam Parkin

PLAYER PROFILE Paul Hayes

ACE OF CLUBS Graham Taylor and David Pleat on their time at Scunthorpe and Luton

TROPHY WINNERS Mark Stein, Stoke City

MEET THE IRON MEN George Kerr runs the rule over the Scunthorpe squad

PLAYER PROFILE Tom Craddock

TROPHY WINNERS Ben Foster, Wrexham

PAST MIASTERS Luton legend Billy Bingham and Scunthorpe hero Barrie Thomas

PLAYER PROFILE Cliff Byrne

TACTICS With Rotherham manager Mark Robins

PLAYER PROFILE Keith Keane

FOOT IN BOTH CAMPS Ex-Luton and Scunthorpe star Graham Alexander

PLAYER PROFILE Gary Hooper

TROPHY WINNERS Kevin Hitchcock, Mansfield Town

PLAYER PROFILE Rossi Jarvis

COMMUNITY CUP The Football League Under-13 Girls Cup

PLAYER PROFILE Kevan Hurst

PLAYER PROFILE Kevin Nicholls

THE ROAD TO RECOVERY The Johnstone's Paint Trophy Final referee, Phil Crossley

TROPHY WINNERS Dave Whelan, Wigan Athletic

PLAYER PROFILE Joe Murphy

FAMILY FOOTBALL The Football League's ‘Enjoy the Match’ campaign

HERE COME THE HATTERS Conrad Logan introduces the Luton Town team

TROPHY WINNERS Keith Andrews, Milton Keynes Dons

WEMBLEY LEADS THE WAY There’s more to Wembley stadium than just football

MATTERS OF TRUST The work of The Football League Trust

PLAYER PROFILE Claude Gnakpa

PLAYER PROFILE Grant McCann

TROPHY WINNERS Roberto Martinez, Swansea City

THE ROAD TO WEMBLEY How both teams reached today’s Final

WEMBLEY STADIUM SAFETY Your guide to remaining safe throughout your visit

JOHNSTONE'S PAINT TROPHY FINAL SQUAD LISTS
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SKY SPORTS CALL 08442 411 014 OR VISIT SKYSPORTS.COM/2009

* All statistics in today’s programme are correct as of 27 March, 2009
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Excellence
in paint

since 1890

Don't just take our word for it...

in recent independent paint tests® by industry experts the Paint
Research Association, Johnstone's Acrylic Durable Matt achieved
greater opacity against equivalent Dulux Diamond Matt when applied
at the maximum specified spread rate. Now that's a fact!

Find out more at: www.johnstones-paints.co.uk

' CHAIRMAN
' THE FOOTBALL LEAGUE

elcome to the Johnstone's Paint Trophy Final 2009 between
Luton Town and Scunthorpe United.
Today’s match is the 26th final of a competition that continues
to go from strength to strength. Each season, the Johnstone’s
Paint Trophy gives clubs from Leagues 1 and 2 a great opportunity to carve out
their own piece of cup final glory at the home of football.

More than 50,000 passionate supporters are expected to be at Wembley
Stadium this afternoon. This figure demonstrates the strength of English
professional football in its widest sense. Where else would a crowd of this
size watch a match between clubs from the third and fourth tiers of the
domestic game? It also demonstrates the extraordinary attachment that
Football League clubs have to the towns and cities whose names they bear.

It is a particular pleasure to welcome the directors, management and

MANAGING DIRECTOR
JOHNSTONE'S PAINTS

fter 48 games, 115 goals and 12 penalty shoot-outs, the Final of
the Johnstone's Paint Trophy is all set for an enthralling climax
at Wembley Stadium this afternoon.

On behalf of everyone from the Johnstone’s Paints team,
we would like to welcome you all to what promises to be fantastic game
of football to conclude a wonderful 2008/9 competition.

It will certainly be a day to remember for both clubs and I would like
to wish Luton Town and Scunthorpe United the very best of luck.

Both teams have overcome some hefty obstacles in reaching today’s
final, not least when Scunthorpe defied the odds to overcome Notts
County in the first round when facing near certain elimination.

Luton Town's path to Wembley has been similarly nail biting, and
no less emotional for everyone involved at Kenilworth Road, with
two penalty shoot-outs deciding their fate along the way.

PAINT
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Luton Town v Scunthorpe United

players of the two clubs. T hope you have a great day and, win or lose,
take home many happy memories.

For both clubs, this is a first ever final in this competition and a first
visit to the new Wembley Stadium. However, each club enjoyed success
at the ‘old’ stadium. The Hatters won the 1988 League Cup Final and the
Iron, the 1999 Division Three Play-Off Final.

1 would like to offer my grateful appreciation to our sponsor,
Johnstone’s Paints, for the outstanding support they have given this
competition, once again. I am also delighted that they have extended our
partnership for a further three seasons. On behalf of League 1 and 2 clubs,
I thank them for their continued commitment.

I would also like to welcome schools representing Derby County and
Crystal Palace, who are here today for the final of The Football League
Under-13 Girls Cup. I am sure this will be an occasion that these young
players will remember for the rest of their lives.

Last but not least, I would like to take the opportunity to extend a
warm welcome to both sets of supporters. Occasions such as these are
the reward you get for following your club through thick and thin. It
is great that so many of you are here today.

Thank you for the support you have given your club and the Johnstone’s
Paint Trophy this season. I hope your team does you proud.

Enjoy the match.

to Wembley

Our aim in everything we do is to bring colour to this beautiful game.
We have worked with schools in your local communities and teamed up
with both clubs to promote the trophy in the run up to today’s final.

This year, we are also celebrating the beginning of a successful charity
partnership with World Emergency Relief, which aims to bring football to
a South African community with new sporting facilities. We have already
helped secure hundreds of football kits from kind hearted football fans.

As a national brand, selling paint via our comprehensive network
of decorating centres and stockists, Johnstone’s Paints is delighted to
support football in so many regions.

The Johnstone's Paint Trophy continues to go from strength to strength
and we were delighted to agree a sponsorship extension for a further three
vears earlier in the season.

The announcement underlines our passion and commitment to the
competition, which more and more fans will relate to in the coming seasons.

I'would like to thank the team at Johnstone’s along with The Football League
and Wembley for ensuring that today will be a fantastic day out for everyone.

I would also like to thank our many customers and staff for making the
journey to Wembley to be here to celebrate with us.

Finally, T would like to extend my appreciation to all the fans for
showing their support and dedication throughout the competition.

You are the reason Johnstone’s sponsor the competition and without
vou it would not be what it is today.

Best of luck and enjoy the game.

2008
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An impressive 57,000 fans attended last year's Final
as Milton Keynes Dons overcame Grimsby at Wembley

-
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¥ Up for the

DS PHIL SHAW, DAILY TELEGRAPH

ere’s your starter for ten. Which of the

following drew the highest attendance to its

Final last year: the Copa del Rey in Spain,

the Coppa Italia, the Dutch Cup or the
Johnstone’s Paint Trophy?

The answer comes not from Madrid, Rome or
Rotterdam, but from Wembley Stadium, where
nearly 57,000 saw Milton Keynes Dons take the
silverware against Grimsby Town. The figure
underlines the strength in depth of the professional
game in England — in no other country could two
fourth-tier teams attract such a crowd — and the
burgeoning appeal of a competition which today
completes the first year of its second quarter-century
in the rudest of health.

By coincidence, this afternoon’s showcase also
pits the Home Counties against Humberside as
Luton Town from League 2 and Scunthorpe United
of League 1 take to the greatest stage.

However, the success of the

Johnstone's Paint Trophy — which has persuaded
the sponsor to extend its support for a further three
years until the 2011/12 season — runs far deeper than
a single glittering event at the national stadium.

This is a competition at the cutting edge of
innovation, constantly adapting and evolving to
enhance its appeal to spectators, especially the next
generation. In a sport that often pays lip service to
the concept of the “family audience”, it has actively
heeded many of the suggestions by supporters about
how to create an experience which parents and
children can enjoy together.

Among the changes that helped the Johnstone's
Paint Trophy increase its crowd figures by 69 per
cent in its first two years were the extension of
regionalisation in the early rounds. That has
produced enticing local derbies such as last
September’s meeting of Leeds United and Bradford
City, which pulled in 20,128, just 2,000 below the

match apart from the Final, set
. when Stoke City met Port

)

best attendance in the competition for any

Steve Foster and current Luton
Town manager Mick Harford lift the
League Cup in 1988 as Alex Calvo-

Garcia and Brian laws (above) celebrate

Scunthorpe’s Play-Off victory in 1999
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Former Luton Town

director Eric Morecambe g

unveiling the Hatters'
kit in 199

Vale in Free and discounted tickets for
under-16s have also added to the allur

Another new rule, aimed at giving value at the
turnstiles, required managers to name at least six

-teamn players with most appearances
n. Then came the scrapping of extra-
kick-offs,
designed to allow younger fans to attend evening
games without getting home late and vawning
their way through school the following morning.
Fixtures have also been scheduled to avoid cl
ig live TV mate
League or England fixtures.

This season, befitting the competition’s title,
has been more colourful than ever. The bare
facts show that 46 games have produced 115

1ls and a dozen shoot-outs, but as ever, the
players have painted a mural rich in drama with
additional coats of passion and poignancy.

The very make-up of today
the competition”

uch as Champions

Final epitomises
apacity for conjuring the

yite an ag

rofessional clubs, Luton Town and Scunthory

t fixture of the new
spent a mere six s

they met in the
millennium, they h s
in the same division and have never, until nc
tangled in any cup competition.

Only one player, current Burnley and Scotland
defender Graham Alexander, has ever moved
from one club to the other, leaving Glanford Park
for Kenilworth Road. The list of those who have

rved both is also unusually short, though it
does include Richard Money, Danny Wilson and
the England defender of the 1940s, Frank Soo.

The clubs are connected by one piece of
history, even if Luton fans may not wish to be

of it — 44 y ago this month their
:am capitulated 8-1 at Scunthorpe’s previous
i e home, the Old Show
: Ground, a result w
remains the Irc
record victory.
Barrie Thomas
rattled in five goals
in that Third
Division fixture,
still the best single-
game haul by any
Scunthorpe player
(although with substitutes

Jacklin (above) headed a motarcade through
of Scunthorpe after be crowned US
If champion in 1970, while England legends
ance (below, right) and Kevin gan
(below, left) made a name for themselves at the Old
Show Ground before joining Bill Shankly’s Liverpool

with 10 men aft

O'Rourke was injured).

In 1961/62, when the club finished fourth in a

) on won by Bill Shankly
rpool, Thoma

would have been ex
between Augus /; remarkably, he wa
sold to Newcastle in January and scored another
ten for them!

Scunthorpe finished five-points short of
promotion to the top flight, leaving fans to
wonder what might have happened had they
not cashed in their prize asset. They spent the
next 45 vears in the lower d on
though two future England legends, Kevin
Keegan and Ray Clemence, passed through
the ranks en route to glory with Liverpool.

Clemence, a Notts County reject, came to
Scunthorpe’s notice in 1965

ne he let

Shankly paid

. Two yea

in seven in a derby at
£18,000 for him thr
the Scot went back for Keegan. Rejected by
er and Coventry, he made his
Scunthorpe debut at 17 and played 124 times
,000, a fee Shankly
later confessed was “day bbery”.

The only current Englar ayer at the time
to turn out for Scunthorpe, however, was lan
Botham. “Beefy” lived at nearby Epworth and

uiet at L ;
or the Iron over a

against a backdrop of deep
he made 11 appearanc
five-year period from 1980, the period when
1 Test cricketer.

JosnsToNES  FOUOT
TROPHY

he was at his peak

“Avera,

fu

Take E.ON’s Energy Saving Challenge online and you could save up to £200.
Tell us how you use your energy and we'll show you ideas on how you could
save money on your bill.

Visit eonchallenge.com

e
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OFFICIAL ENERGY PARTNER

A Ee saving achieved by implementing measures identified from 1,395 customer completed energy efficiency surveys between 1 November 2008 to 21 |anuary 2009. Available to residential customers only. See website for
€fms and conditions.
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Botham is a vice-president of the club, as shoulders with the elite as ntly as 1992.
is Scunthorpe-born former British and US May marks the 5oth anniversary of their run
Open champion golfer Tony Jacklin. The to the FA Cup Final, in which they lost 2-1 to
1985 Ryde :aptain ied a motorcade Nottingham Forest, and 21 years ago this month
in a convertib dillac around the streets they overcame Arsenal 3-2 in an epic League
of the town after his 1970 US Open win — Cup Final, Andy Dibble saving Nigel
and the Iron could be given that very Winterburn’s penalty at 2-1 down and striker
treatment if they successful to Brian Steir ing a late winner.
In 2003/04 they finished one place away Alongside Stein that afternoon was Luton
from relegation to the Conference — and yet c ero Mick Harford, who returns today as
ons and two p i later they manager thanks to fresh spot-kick heroics by
" were back in the second tier for what proved Lewis Price. The on-loan Derby keeper
to be a single vear. stopped two in a shoot-out after a tied
Luton have also known life at the foot of the Southern a Final against Brighton.
urrently At the same time, home and away wins over
ave sampled Rotherham saw Scunthorpe m: i
football at the top level, finishing seventh in what Adkins lead the club where he w, eviously
is now the Premier League in 1987 and rubbing the physiotherapist to Wembley for the first time

4 i : ’ . — - — -, since the ague
. gg. _( l play-off triumph in 1999.
- ~
‘*\" 3 A decade on, and 15
—

years since the Hatters’
last Wembley visit when
they succumbed 2-0 to

| Chelsea in the FA Cup
semi-final, these very

DEVE] Dpi ng the futur‘e mf 0 : { : C : ‘ | . ' . - . I occasional rivals are back
.2 . > . > 1 ; o % -

i s e il : gm g ) ¢ ‘ to contest a most
domestic silv
“Bringing colour to the
beautiful game,” runs the
Johnstone's Paint Trophy
the late, great
| Eric Morecambe, a Luton

taamad i T ey ; ; A e ; (. . handsome piece of

director, used to say to
¢, they're not

PAINT
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Luton Town v Scunthorpe United

Cricket legend lan Botham has his studs checked by the
referee before making an appearance for Scunthorpe in

1980 and (below) a lash between today's finalists
in 2001 as Luton Town's lan Hillier and Scunthorpe
midfielder Peter Beagrie (right) battle for the ball

2007/08 Grimsby 0-2 Milton Keynes Dons
2006/07 Bristol Rovers 2-3 Doncaster
2005/06 Swansea 2-1 Carlisle
2004/05 Wrexham 2-0 Southend*
2003/04 Blackpool 2-0 Southend
2002/03 Bristol City 2-0 Carlisle
2001/02 Blackpool 4-1 Cambridge
2000/01 Port Vale 2-1 Brentford
1999/00 Stoke 2-1 Bristol City
1998/99 Wigan 1-1 Millwall

1997/98 Grimsby 2-1 Bournemouth
1996/97 Carlisle 0-0 Colchester*
(Carlisle win 4-3 on penalties)

1995/96 Rotherham 2-1 Shrewsbury
1994/95 Birmingham 1-0 Carlisle*
19932/94 Swansea 1-1 Huddersfield*
(Swansea win 2-0 on penalties)

1992/93 Port Vale 2-1 Stockport
1991/92 Stoke 1-0 Stockport
1990/91 Birmingham 3-2 Tranmere
1989/90 Tranmere 2-1 Bristol Rovers
1988/89 Bolton 4-1 Torquay
1987/88 Wolverhampton 2-0 Burnley
1986/87 Mansfield 1-1 Bristol City*
(Mansfield win 4-3 on penalties)

1985/86 Bristol City 3-0 Bolton
1984/85 Wigan 3-1 Brentford
1983/84 Bournemouth 2-1 Hull

("After extra-time)



Mick Harford wants to add another
happy Wembley memory to his list today
and (right) in action for Luton in 1991

MICK HARFORD

(Bl jommstones

PAINT
ROPHY

Top Hatter

NOW IN HIS FIFTH STINT WITH HIS BELOVED LUTON TOWN, MICK
HARFORD EXPLAINS WHY HIS PLAYERS SHOULD SAVOUR THE DAY

ick Harford's reputation as a hardman
is so well known that when he tells
you the fresh scar over his right eye
; 1 was caused by a gun, you believe him.
Actually, the injury occurred on a shooting range.
The weapon's recoil made the scope thump into his
brow. And anyway, one more bump does not make
much difference to a face that became so battle-
searred during his playing career.

You would definitely want Harford on your
side in a fight — which makes him custom-built
for Luton, where it has been one long scrap
since he became manager in January 2008.

The club were in administration, so they had
been docked ten points, could not sign players
and were in the middle of a forlorn struggle
against relegation. Then, in the summer,
Harford learned that they would begin life in
League 2 with a 30-point deduction.

So, ask him the significance of the Johnstone’s
Paint Trophy and he answers: “It is a bit of
payback for the fans. The fans deserve to see their
team play at Wembley. They
turn up week in, week out,
and don’t have any say how
their club is run. It has been
rin poorly over the last four
or five years, and that is
why we are in this situation.
But the fans just turn up and hand over some of
their money to support the team. So Wembley is
for them, first and foremost,

“I am also delighted for the players. We had a
massive turnover in the summer, when we
signed new players and brought others in on
loan, and many of them came after we knew
about the points deduction. They put their
careers on the line by joining a club fighting to
stay out of non-league football. But they have
just come into training every day and got on
with it. They have never moaned about the
situation. I absolutely respect them for that.

“Playing at Wembley is a great thing for a
footballer. Some wonderful players never get the
chance and, with respect to the lads [ have here,
this might be the only chance for many of them.

“So Wembley is a bonus, firstly for the fans
and secondly for the players, and then thirdly
for the “Luton Town 2020 consortium, who
have worked tirelessly for months to get the club
back on a level footing. Wembley is a reward for
those people as well.”

uyy
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JORDS MICK DENNIS, DAILY EXPRESS

Harford, who turned 50 this year, is uniquely
qualified to talk about what Wembley means to
Luton, because he played at the stadium four
times for the Bedfordshire club.

The first of those appearances was in March
1988, when he scored as Luton lost to Reading in
the final of the Simod Cup. Next, the following
month, came a defeat to Manchester United in a
tournament staged at the old Stadium to celebrate
the centenary of The Football League.

That same month, April 1988, Harford was
part of the team who won the League Cup by
beating Arsenal. The following season he was
Luton’s scorer again when they were beaten in
the League Cup Final by Nottingham Forest.

Harford recalls: “The two League Cup Finals
came in what I suppose you would say was the
golden era for Luton, when we also finished
seventh in the top division. I have used a video of
part of the Arsenal game to motivate the team this
season: to talk about the position we have found
ourselves in and the fight we have needed to show.

“Against Arsenal we went

1-0 up, conceded a couple
of goals and then took a
battering. A different team
might have conceded five
or six that day, but we hung
on and dug in. We got two

late goals and won 3-2. It was the mentality of

the squad — men like Steve Foster and Ricky

Hill — which got us through.”

Harford could have added his own name,
of course, but it occurs so often in the Luton
Town story that he lost count of how many
times he has been in and out of
employment at Kenilworth Road.

For the record, this is his fifth
spell at the club.

When manager David Pleat
signed Harford from
Birmingham in 1984, he
scored on his debut and then
averaged better than a goal ;
every two-and-a-half games &
in six years there. Heeven gV
unwittingly helped Luton A
after moving on to Derby,
because an own goal in a
match between them on the final
day of the 1990/91 season ensured
Luton avoided relegation. Pleat

3

signed Harford back from Derby the following year
and the striker scored on his second Luton “debut”.

In all, his 21-year playing career took in
nine clubs and ended at Wimbledon. He
recalls: “At Wimbledon a group of us used to
stay out after training for an hour and a half
and work on stuff together — practising a
technique like volleying for instance — and I
was the one who used to decide what we
would do. I loved that and when my career
was ended by an achilles problem at 32, Joe
Kinnear, who was the Wimbledon manager,
put me in charge of the reserve team. That
was the start of my coaching career.”

When Kinnear became Luton manager in
2001, Harford joined him as his assistant. Both
were sacked after a takeover (one of many
controversial chapters in the club’s recent
history), but Harford returned as director of
football during Mike Newell’s period in charge.
His fifth and current stint began when he
replaced Kevin Blackwell as manager.

Despite all his travels as a player, and despite
managing Rotherham for 30 games and having
caretaker spells in charge at Forest and Queen’s
Park Rangers, Harford has called Luton home
since joining them as a player the first time. He
said: “I've rented other homes from time to time,
but I've always kept a house in the Luton area.”

So he really does know what a Wembley final

means to the town, and he has a special
memory of the stadium that he will call upon
5‘ for today’s team talk. As well as his four

? Wembley appearances for Luton, he made

f

one for England. Harford's full international
debut came when he went on as a substitute
for Clive Allen in a friendly in Israel in
February 1988 then, the following
September, he was in the starting
[ line-up for another friendly,
against Denmark.
“I stood on the halfway
line at Wembley and 1
kicked off, knocking the ball
to Peter Beardsley. At that
moment I thought, ‘It doesn’t
get much better than this’. I
will tell the Luton players
that they should savour the
day and the occasion and
make their own memories —
hopefully, winning memories.”

. |
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NHS

North Lincolnshire

Do you feel you

need support
with improving your health?

Health Trainers can help...

Support with healthy eating, fitness,

giving up smoking, reducing alcohol
consumption, safer sex guidance, stress and
anxiety reduction

Plan a programme with you to suit your needs

Local rate: 08454506712
Helping you to stay on track E-mail:

Web:
Sessions held locally Text: 07797 805 731

FREE Service available to anyone over the
age of 16 years

You have nothing to lose and everything to
gain!

)

Thinking of Quitting Smoking?

For free friendly advice and to discuss how we can tailor
a programme to meet your needs, why not pop along to
one of our Drop In sessions.

For further details, give us a call on 0845 6032166.

(Charged at local rate for land line calls.)

NHS North Lincolnshire Stop Smoking Service are here to help you
find your freedom from smoke.

HeoItHTrainér

¢

Programme contact details

health.trainers@nelctp.nhs.uk
www.health-trainers.org.uk

@eOlOIM

from smoke

| igel Adkins is different. A manager
| with a heart and a sense of priorities
y that does not feature football at the

5 very top. If the latter might be deemed
a hindrance to naked ambition, the former turns
doubters into believers and gains trust from
players, supporters and directors alike.

Consider his career path for a start. Adkins
gave up the professional game as Wigan Athletic
goalkeeper to care for his wife Angie, who had
become seriously ill following the birth of the
couple's second son.

He trained as a physiotherapist, working six
months in the local hospital outpatients
department in Bangor while he played part-
time for the city's League of Wales club.

Only a matter of weeks after arriving he was
made player-manager and subsequently led
Bangor to two league titles and into the
European Cup where they progressed defiantly
to the final qualifying round.

Invited to become the physio at Scunthorpe

PAINT
5 JOHNSTONES. 125111

United by Mick Buxton, Adkins performed the
same role under Brian Laws until Laws left for
Sheffield Wednesday in November 2006.

In 29 dizzying months since he was installed
as manager, Scunthorpe have been promoted to
the Coca-Cola Championship after an absence of
43 seasons, however they were relegated but are
among the play-off contenders in League 1 and
today feature in the first cup final of note in the
club’s 110-year history. e B

Little wonder that the l
chant of 'Who needs
Mourinho? We've got our
physio,' became the
Lincolnshire club's il
unofficial anthem during Adkins' early reign. And
vet, to insist that Adkins is now following his true
vocation would be to do a disservice to the talent
he brought to his role as football club physio.

The 44-year-old was a walking Panacea, able to
cure all the ills that plague those who play the
game. Treating groin strains and twisted ankles

was the easy part. Adkins said: “It's a great
experience being a physio because basically your
door is always open. People come to you when
they've got a problem. Players maybe aren't injured
but they come to you as a kind of cry for help.
“I've had to deal with the drug problems, the
drinking problems, the gambling problems, the
women problems and the situation in which a
player needs to have a groin strain just to be out
»p- of the fishbowl of an arena
= in which he's getting
slaughtered by supporters
every week.
“I quickly realised I was
. more like a social worker,
a counsellor if anything, so I went and did a
diploma in sports psychology at Newcastle
University. I have utilised so much of it.”
In seven vears at Wigan, Adkins suffered
so many horrific injuries — he broke both
cheekbones, suffered a double fracture of
the spine and ruptured the patella tendon inw

2009



Scunthorpe United NIGEL ADKINS

Adkins calling the shots on the touchline
and (below) in goal for Bangor City in 1994

*I SAID TO THE PLAYERS BEFORE
THE SEASON: ‘I WANT TO WIN THE
JOHNSTONE'S PAINT TROPHY AND
| WANT TO GET PROMOTED""

his knee — that his rehabilitation kindled an
interest in 3

Spend an hour in his company and you cannot
fail to be imp! d by a thirst for knowledge
that leads him naturally to summer management

and to the storage of newspaper articles,
and videos at home of anything that might
be a useful point of reference.

He added: 0 is valuable. Everything is
relevant to somebody. It's all about finding a trigger
to get the best out of that individual because people
learn and respond in different ways.

ill, I made a conscious
decision that I would go non-league to whoever
gave me the most money. I trained or played

\ nd Saturd: tayed at
home to look after two young sons and

quite demanding.

“When 1 got the chance to
come to Scunthorpe, it was
the right time to leave. T didn't
really know where Scunthorpe was
but moving to a sleepy little vi

the countryside with fr

I came in as a physio, but
been a manager with Bangor,
it was beneficial that 1 could join in
with the coaching.”
has been at Scunthorpe for 11
vears now. He understands the club, its

position within the local communi
financial reality. A man who exude
not about to bemoan a lack of mone
For Adkins, every constraint 5 up an
rtunity for innovation and creativity.
When Scunthorpe trod among the bigger
names of the Championship last season, Adkins
inspired them with a video that interspersed a
scene from the movie 'Gladiator.’
Nowhere is his forward thinking more
apparent than in the reputation the club has
forged under him as a finishing school for
mising young players. In the past 12
months, Chelsea, Liverpool and
B Arsenal have all entrusted him with
| one of their preci teenagers on
Henri Lansbury, respectively —
while then Charlton manager Alan
1s so delighted
ress of full-back Kelly Youga
stay in Lincolnsh
that he publicly declared he
would be happy to send all his players to
Scunthorpe for seasoning.
Then there are the strikers who have
" been re d, nurtured and polished at
Glanford Park and either been reclaimed

from the Scunthorpe directors
happy for Adkins to re-invest some of

the fees in attracting the next crop of interns, of
Iscorer Gary Hooper, winger
Martyn Woolford and defender Krystian Pearce
season's bright young things.
try and get young, hungry and
play football the right way. People talk about
mistakes and lapses of concentration but
unless you're allowed to make mistakes, you're
never going to improve and learn from that
experience. We create a good learning
environment at our club which gives the
players the opportunity to play.

“It's fantastic to be able to say that Arsenal,
Chelsea and Liverpool have all let us have
their players. It helps their development. It's
all good exciting stuff we play
the right way. The principles are right and we
have standards. We can't offer what some
clubs can to players but we try to give them
the opportunity to develop and to move on to
bigger and better things.

“I'm well aware of what the club is all about.
We are who we are. Our lack of strength in
depth told in the end in the Championship, but
said to the players before this season: ‘1 want to
win the Johnstone's Paint Trophy
get promoted’. Th

- ve set out t
played our strongest side in every round and
ar game very seriously. We
the final which is great for the supporters but
our intention is to win it.”

He may be all heart, but in his statement
of intent for today's game, Nigel Adkins
proves he was born to be a manager.*

JornsTones - PAINT
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Sam Parkin wants to repay
Luton’s faith in him by firing
the Hatters to glory today .

JOHNSTONES
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Luton Town

Parkin Life

LUTON'S SAM PARKIN ON HIS DETERMINATION TO BREAK HIS TROPHY DUCK

s TREVOR HAYLETT

J hen you're a young player learning
the trade at a club as big and
powerful as Chelsea and the likes of
John Terry are in the same dressing-

room sharing the same hopes and ambitions, it's
easy to assume your sideboard will contain a few
winners' medals as the years roll by.

Yet Sam Parkin has just turned 28 and his
trophy cabinet remains empty. Five years ago he
came desperately close to a place in a play-off
final at the Millennium Stadium but today’s
Wembley showpiece is comfortably the biggest
game of his career. And as he faces up to the fact
that this could be his last season with Luton he
is determined to finish on the winning side.

So far, Parkin has been less than prolific this
season and up to March 13th had registered just
one goal since August — scoring in the 3-1 home
victory over Shrewsbury Town that followed
Luton’s defeat of Brighton in the Johnstone's
Paint Trophy Area Final. Nevertheless it's an
indication of the other qualities he brings to the
team that manager Mick Harford has
demonstrated so much faith in him.

However it was fatigue rather than a lack
of confidence in front of goal that led him to
opt out of the initial firing line when the
Brighton tie came down to a penalty shoot-
out at the end of a tight and tense 90 minutes
at Kenilworth Road.

“T'would have taken one if it had come to it but I
was a little bit out on my feet at that stage so I was
happy to be sixth in line,” Parkin recalled. “There
are some good penalty-takers at the club so 1 knew
we were in good hands. I've taken penalties at
various times during my career and not at other
times — it depends how I'm feeling.”

A penalty showdown he would rather forget
came against the same opponents in the 2004
Second Division Play-Off Semi-Final when his
museular presence was a prominent feature of the
Swindon attack. On that occasion it was Brighton
who were the ones dancing their celebration jigs.

“T've not yet won any honours in the game but
that was the closest I've come,” added Parkin.
“We lost 1-0 in the home leg but at Brighton we
managed to win 2-1 to take it to penalties. I
scored late on to force extra-time and also
scored in the shoot-out but Brighton won it 4-3.
It is one of the biggest games I have played in so
it was nice that we were able to turn the tables
on Brighton by winning through to Wembley.

PAINT
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“Over the two games we battered Brighton that
year and to lose out on a place in the play-off Final
and possible promotion was really hard to take. I
remember it took a summer of sitting on a beach
and feeling pretty miserable to get over it.”

He arrived at Swindon in August 2002 when it
became clear he wasn't going to make the grade at
Stamford Bridge and after a tour of the lower

divisions as a loan signing with temporary stops at
Milwall, Wycombe, Oldham and Northampton.

“Ruud Gullit was in charge for my first year as
an apprentice at Chelsea and then Gianluca Vialli
took over followed by Claudio Ranieri. “I travelled
with the first team on a eouple of oceasions but
didn't actually make a senior appearance. At
certain times you think you're getting close to a
call-up and then they go and sign a new player
and that puts you a little further away again.

“It was a great upbringing though and being at
a club like Chelsea gives you a terrific grounding
in how to be a professional footballer. I was in the
same age group as John Terry and you knew
when he was 16 or 17 that he was going to be a
fantastic player. Jon Harley, who's now at
Watford, was another in the same group.”

After Swindon there was a one-season stop at
Ipswich and then on to Luton. As one of the
longest-serving players he admits he is on a
contract that the club will find hard to sustain next
season. Like some of the other higher-earners he
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has been sent out on loan and had three months at
Leyton Orient before returning to Kenilworth Road
in January to aid their bid for Wembley.

“My contract ends in the summer and there
haven't really been any talks about a new one.
I'm expecting it will be off to pastures new and
it'’s a shame because I feel quite settled here. I'm
determined to go out with a bang because they
have invested a lot of time and money in me.

“The lads have performed well this season and we
should have a lot more points than we have. The
manager has done a good job and has made some
astute signings. Getting the two lads in from
Norwich [Chris Martin and Michael Spillane] and
persuading Tom Craddock to leave Middlesbrough
shows how well he has done. Even though we have
been struggling at the wrong end of the table he
makes it a nice place to be around.

“It is an overwhelming feeling to get to
Wembley because every game has been a battle
this season. We've been playing catch-up in
League 2 and the Johnstone's Paint Trophy has
been a nice diversion. To reach the Final with all
the problems we've had is a great achievement.
Scunthorpe will be favourites because they’re a
good side who were in the Championship last
season but we have shown throughout the
campaign that we can beat anybody.”

PARKIN
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-

etter late than never ...the phrase has followed Scunthorpe United
all the way down the long road that started in the Johnstone’s
Paint Trophy against Notts County in early September and
culminates at Wembley Stadium this afternoon.

Four times during their six-match run to the Final, the Iron have scored
crucial stoppage-time goals — with striker Paul Hayes hitting three of them.

“Obviously, we like to leave things late but
that’s just the way football goes,” says the 25-
year-old who set the ball rolling with a double
whammy in the first round.

“We'd had about 30 shots on goal against
Notts County but were 1-0 down. We thought it
wasn’t going to be our day but I popped up with
a header in the g2nd minute from our 16th corner of the game.

“We were heading for penalties but then I did it again a couple of
minutes later by forcing the ball over the line after Ben May's shot had
been saved. That goal set us on the road to Wembley.”

Hayes is revelling in his return to Glanford Park after spending two

2009

The Late
Show

SCUNTHORPE STRIKER PAUL
HAYES TAKES US THROUGH
HIS DRAMATIC GOALS ON
THE ROAD TO WEMBLEY
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vears with Barnsley. He joined Scunthorpe for the first time at the age
of 19 after failing to make a league appearance with Norwich and with 19
goals helped the Iron win promotion from League 2 in 2005 under Brian
Laws. A year later, following his move to Oakwell, Hayes opened the
scoring for Barnsley in a 2-2 draw against Swansea in the League 1
Play-Off Final before firing home one of the penalties in the shoot-out which
took the Yorkshire side into the Championship.
“I loved it at Barnsley under Andy Ritchie but
Simon Davey came in with different ideas,”
recalls Hayes. “When Nigel Adkins, who had
taken over at Scunthorpe, gave me the
opportunity to come back, I bit his hand off.”
Hayes' delight at making the return journey
was mirrored by his manager who ascended to the hot-seat at Glanford
Park after working as the club’s physio. “I'd got to know Paul well
because he was in my treatment room quite a bit,” recalls Adkins.
“When I took over as manager, we won the title but I lost all my
strikers so it was great to get such a talented player back.” w
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North Lincolnshire Strategic Partnership is made up of organisations across
the area who are working together to improve the lives of people in North
Lincolnshire. They have 4 shared ambitions they are all working to...

' o
An area that (s
thrivin 9.

« Delivering major
regeneration projects to
transform North Lincolnshire ¥

» Creating new quality housing,
business park and sports and leisure
facilities on a lakeside setting in Scunthorpe

« Providing dedicated business services to support growth
and encourage new business investments in North
Lincolnshire

» Promoting lifelong learning so that local people have the
skills needed for a 21 st century business environment

-
Individvals can see
the difference...

* Raising participation in
active recreation, sport and
play through supported
programmes and improving
facilities

* Raising aspiration and achievements in
education and lifelong learning

* Encouraging and supporting healthier lifestyles

* Improving the independence of vulnerable people

&

Commuoncties that
are confident and
caring

» Developing Neighbourhood .

Policing and Neighbourhood
Action Teams

« Working with our communities to
solve problems

« Achieving Green Flag Awards for our parks and open
spaces

» Developing community based management
arrangements to ensure better joint working to meet
community needs

3 he Foundry |
Everyone works T L B
together for the
beneftt of North
Lincolnshire...

+ Developing new and effective
ways for people to influence
decision making that affects them

» Focus on reducing the inequalities that exist in North
Lincolnshire

« Working together to improve the lives of those who live
and work in North Lincolnshire

North Lincolnshire Strategic Partnership Contact Matt Cridge - Strategic Partnership Manager on:
01724 296612 or go to www.nlspartnership.org
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“WE'RE GOING TO BE
FAVOURITES BUT IT'S A CUP
COMPETITION AND YOU CAN'T
TAKE THINGS LIGHTLY. IT'S
GOING TO BE A TOUGH GAME"

The trend of late goals saw central
defender David Mi ore with a g91st-
minute header to gi unthorpe a 1-0
home win over Rochdale i
quarter-final. Then came Tranmere
Rovers when Hayes' determination to
play through the pain barrier paid
handsome dividends.

“I broke my cheekbone about ten days
earlier but had a protective mask fitte
on the morning of the match and
persuaded the r r to put me on
the bench. It was 1-1 and he was

> the end and

ick in the 93rd minute which was

ted in for the winner.”

r overcoming Rotherham in the Area
Final, Seunthorpe’s form slumped and they
won only one of their next six fixtures. “After we
lost 2-1 at Peterborough, we sat down to see where
we had gone wrong, 1 erage age of the squad

s 23 and a few of the younger are in
their first full season. The older lads explained
to them that although goi Nembley is a
once in a lifetime achievement, promotion
i to have on your CV and to
rience. They've obviously taken that
got over the hangover
¢ to win this competition

oing to be favourites — as
en for most of the rounds
— but it's a cup competition and you
can't take things lightly. Luton
haven't reached the Final through
luck but on merit and they have
some good sides along the way. It's
going to be a tough game.”
n and bred in
delighted to be retu o the capital for
today’s showpiece. * at to play at the
Millennium Stadium for Barnsley in 2006
but it's been a bovhood dream to run out at

Against Swansea City in that League 1
Play inal we probably weren't the better side
but we kept going. We were all very tired but we
stuck in there and scored our penalties. Towards
the end, it was more mental tiredness and we just
proved that we were mentally tougher.

The younger brother of former Arsenal winger
Martin, he
during his ar age g tween us
is quite a lot and when Martin was in the Arsenal
first team, I was only a toddler. I obvious
knowing that my big brother w
footballer and it was a mas
«d for one of the
the co hat football had de
and Iy perience that myself.
s on the phone but
much as we'd lik

live different lives. He was mana
Stortford for nine years until Novemt
has just been appointed manager of Wingate
and Finchley of the Ryman League.” %
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The country just happens to be Dubai
and the car a massive 4x4. But it could
be a snow mobile in Norway or even
a ride in a yellow cab in New York.

Whether you choose to work in
medicine, catering, warfare or one of
the many other roles available, as part
of a highly trained team, a career in
the Royal Navy will take you further
than you've ever been before.

If you want more than just a job,
join the Royal Navy and live a life
without limits.

Join the Royal Navy
royalnavy.mod.uk/careers

LIFE
or call 08456 07 55 55 (Lt
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Former England manager
Graham Taylor on cent
return to Scunthorpe

own
memory

DAVID PLEAT AND GRAHAM TAYLOR, OUTSTANDING ‘e PR e
MANAGERS AND NOW HIGH-PROFILE MEDIA the T th vl g oy 6 o
FIGURES, HAVE A STRONG AFFINITY WITH TODAY'S

FINALISTS. THEY SHARED THEIR MEMORIES WITH US

Pics: Scunthorpe Telegraph
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INTERVIEWS BY TREVOR HAYLETT AND STEVE TONGUE

DAVID, YOU WERE A PLAYER AT LUTON FIRST OF
ALL AND THEN RETURNED AS A COACH UNDER
HARRY HASLAM. TAKE US BACK THERE.

101 1 had three years as a player there but
suffered a badly broken leg which hampered me
and I later moved on. Harry invited me back as
a youth-team coach but initially there wasn't a
role for me and I spent three months in the
commercial office! I became reserve-team coach
and then first-team coach and within a few
weeks [ teok over when Harry left for Sheffield
United. [ was on my own, starting from scratch.
Even though I had spent three years as a player-
manager at Nuneaton Borough to find yourself
in charge of a league team with all that
responsibility for buying and selling players is
daunting and I don't think I ate or slept in those
first couple of days. But once I got into it

thrived and the team got better and better,
winning the Second Division title in 1981/82 by
eight points, losing only four games.

THERE WERE SOME INTERESTING CHARACTERS
AT LUTON AT THAT TIME, LIKE ERIC
MORECAMBE, A CLUB DIRECTOR.

)P: When [ was in charge of the reserves we
played on a Saturday afternoon and Eric would
come along to our home games. Afterwards we
would have a cup of tea in the boardroom
reflecting on the match and the first-team
result from wherever they were playing. Eric
used to come out with these witty asides, he'd
say 'why don't you hold up a board to show the
plavers what move to make next'. He wasn't
particularly knowledgeable on the game but he
enjoyed it and got into the swing of it. Outside

the show business world he was the same
person — he liked a laugh and a joke.

GRAHAM, | THINK YOUR ASSOCIATION WITH
SCUNTHORPE UNITED BEGAN WHEN YOU WERE
A SMALL BOY?

(57 I was two years old when we moved
there from Worksop and my father Tom
became the sports reporter and sports editor
of the Scunthorpe Evening Telegraph, where
part of his job was covering Scunthorpe
United who were then in the Midland
League. His byline was The Poacher, after the
Lincolnshire poacher.

I first watched them when [ was six, in 1950,
when they had just been elected to the Third
Division North. At the Old Show Ground there
was a long press box split in two. I would sit »
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right in the middle and my father gave me
a stopwatch to press every time a goal was
scored so he knew the exact time.

WHAT ARE YOUR MEMORIES AS A FAN?

I remember going to watch the Iron draw
3-3 at Liverpool, when my dad took me round
to the queue of Scunthorpe supporters and
asked someone to keep an eye on me until
after he'd finished his work. Then in my teens
I met Rita — who's now my wife — at school
and we'd stand either behind the goal or in

y the players' tunnel.

One Thursday afternoon there was a game
against Blackpool, with Matthews, Mortensen
and all the Score: Scunthor lackpool 2.
All my early football memories are centred
around the Iron and T have great feelings for the
club. Until my dying day that'll never leave me.
They're the only club I ever supported.

WHICH PLAYERS DO YOU REMEMBER MOST?

A forward called Jack Haigh and Jackie

/ g tanley Matthews

a kick in that Blackpool game and became the
second full-back after Stan Lynn of Aston Villa
to score 50 goals. The first 49 were all penalties
and the 50th came from inside his own half,
against Southampton. Later there would be
Barrie Thomas, the centre-forward sold to
Newcastle United from probably the best
Scunthorpe team ever, the one that finished
fourth in the old Second Division.

HOW CLOSE DID YOU COME TO PLAYING

FOR SCUNTHORPE?
I played for the juniors and would have turned
ssional but the manager, Dick Duckworth, for

some reason made five of us sign what turned out
to amateur forms, so I was picked up in 196

Tim 'd, the manager of the old enemy, Grimsby

Town. I made my debut in 1963-64 and went back
to the Old Show Ground with Grimsby. Both of us
were relegated that season.

YOU BOTH MADE RAPID STRIDES AS YOUNG
MANAGERS AND IN THAT 1981/82 SEASON
WENT HEAD TO HEAD AS WATFORD CHASED
LUTON FOR THE SECOND DIVISION TITLE,
EVENTUALLY FINISHING SECOND.

/e had just missed out on promotion

season but it was champagne

all the way the next vear. I remember we
hammered tford, the team we liked to
beat the most, and their direct style which
we didn't like and had to prove we could
beat it with our superior passing
football. 1 was thrilled to bits.

w ver the teams played we
conscic made an effort to
downy the rivalry by having a
joint press conference before the
match and never bad-mouthing the
other team. There was never any
bitterness. I don't hate Luton, but
David knows who I want to win today.

THE FOLLOWING SEASON WAS DRAMATIC
WITH WATFORD FINISHING SECOND IN
THEIR DEBUT SEASON IN THE TOP FLIGHT
AND LUTON SURVIVING ON THE LAST DAY
BY WINNING AT MANCHESTER CITY. THAT
FAMOUS OCCASION, DAVID, WHEN YOU
SET OFF ON A MAD DANCE ACROSS THE
PITCH ON THE FINAL WHISTLE. »

David Pleat managed Luton on their last trip
to Wembley to face Chelsea in the 1993/94 FA
Cup semi-final and (below) Graham Taylor
presents ex-Scunthorpe defender Steve Foster
with his 2006/07 Player of the Year award
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MADE WITH
100% BRITISH

BARLEY

‘:E BELIEVE THAT BRITISH BARLEY MAKES BETTER TASTING BEER, WHICH 1S WHY WE ONLY SOURCE LOCALLY
‘ND MAKE A POINT OF KNOWING WHERE ALL OUR BARLEY COMES FROM. THAT WAY WE CAN CHECK THE
QUALITY OF ALL THE BARLEY'THAT GOES INTO MAKING OUR BEER. OF COURSE THIS IS NOTHING NEW TO US.

WE'VE BEEN DOING IT THIS WAY FOR OVER 30 YEARS.




One Goal
To Win

Barnfield Federation -
Proud sponsor of Luton
Town Football Club
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Barnfield

setting the standard

BARNFIELD COLLEGE
SOUTH ACADEMY

WEST ACADEMY

| Excellent support

Employer Training
Redundancy re-skilling
Apprenticeships
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ide range of full
d part-time courses
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Barnfield South
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Academies, among
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A

Call Barnfield College on 01582 569500 Barnfield South Academy 01582 722333

Barnfield West Academy 01582 601221
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in Britain, doubled
and tripled their GCSE
success rates.
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www.barnfield.ac.uk

Graham Taylor congratulates Scunthorpe’s Alex
Calve-Garcia at Glanford Park after managing
an All-Star X! at the Spaniard's benefit game
in 2004 after eight years service at the club

GT: I tell David that when he went running
round the pitch in that terrible cream suit he
got more publicity and recognition out of it
than we did at Watford even though we finished
that season as runners-up to Liverpool!

DP: It was an emotional time, my wife's father
had died the night before, and at the end it was
a mixture of relief and joy. There was the fear of
losing all that we had achieved through four
years hard work in getting a small club into the
top flight. As a consequence of winning that
day, Luton stayed another nine years among the
elite which was a fantastic achievement because
we were paupers compared to other teams. Tt
couldn't be done now. I admire what Watford
did at the same time but they had Elton John's
money behind them and 1 admire Wimbledon
but they had a style of play that sustained them
and infuriated opponents.

AT KENILWORTH ROAD YOU WORKED WITH A
LOT OF TALENTED PLAYERS, MANY OF WHOM
THE CLUB DEVELOPED THEMSELVES OR
BROUGHT IN QUITE CHEAPLY LIKE BRIAN STEIN.
DP: Stein cost £5,000 from Edgware Town, a
wonderful forward. When I think back I realise
how lucky I was but also how lucky the players
were, growing together as a team. I had leaders
like Brian Horton, strong characters like Les
Sealey and Steve Foster. David Moss was a
superb winger, David Preece and Ricky Hill
were fine, clever players. We were very creative
and played with imagination. I hate what I call
straight-line football. We played diagonals and
short balls, we changed the direction of the ball
quickly, we had ideas.

[ had about seven boys who we developed or
who came in cheaply who then went on to
become internationals, like Mick Harford who I
took from Birmingham reserves and who went
on to play for England. So did Paul Walsh. Mal
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David Pleat alse featured for Luton ~

as a player between 1964 and ‘67

Donaghy was incredible, I signed him from an
amateur club in Ireland and he never missed a
game for us. He didn't like to go out for the
warm-up before the start and afterwards he'd
be changed and on his way home before the
results came in at five o'clock. After I left in
1086 to take over at Tottenham, nine of that

team won The League Cup for Luton under Ray

Harford. I returned for a second spell in 1991
and had outstanding young boys like John
Hartson, Paul Telfer and Mark Pembridge but
we kept selling them and 1 got frustrated.

GRAHAM, WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON THE
CURRENT SCUNTHORPE TEAM?
Having been relegated with 46 points last

season, which was a lot, I think they've done
ever so well. What [ like about them is that
the club is run superbly well. Chairman Steve
Wharton, whose father Jack was chairman
when Thomas was sold, knows the club and
he’ll never put its future at risk. Don't forget
the population of the town is only 60,000.
They've a lovely little ground and I was so
pleased that The Football League asked me
if I'd manage an all-star side to open it when
they moved there in 1988.

DAVID, YOU MENTIONED THAT YOU FIRST
SIGNED MICK HARFORD FOR LUTON. WAS
THERE ANYTHING TO SUGGEST THEN HE WOULD
GO ON TO BECOME A MANAGER?

Not particularly but that goes for other
managers as well. Something happens in their
playing careers that changes their mentality or
approach. I was very impressed with Mick's
work at Nottingham Forest and he was unlucky
not to be given longer there. He worked
conscientiously at Rotherham and now at
Luton in trying circumstances. I know he’s
very focussed on becoming a successful
manager and this season he's had to wheel
and deal and Luton's record has been okay.

I think it's so sad what's happened to them
but I have to say I could understand the 20-
point penalty. The League had to make a
punishment because to go into administration
three times, to deprive creditors of their
money, is bad and you can’t condone it.
However the 10-point reduction for making
irregular payments to agents by the FA is a
different matter and I did find that surprising.
The prospects for Luton are not great but if
they can get their strategy right they can get
back to where they belong. It's absolutely
important that Bedfordshire has a senior elub
in The Football League but it will need very
careful planning and pruning. +

2009

31



32 Luton Town v Scunthorpe United

Mark Stein, 16 May 1992

I've been very fortunate with regards to playing at
" Wembley. The stadium has given me some of my
fondest memories in football and winning this
competition is right up there as one of my greatest.
As a Luton player | won the 1988 League Cup against
Arsenal, which was a special feeling as we were certainly
underdogs going into the game and everybody expected us to

be swept aside. To score the winning goal in a Wembley final,

however, is something I am very proud of.

Only three days before, Stockport had got the better of us
in the play-off semi-finals for promotion to the old First
Division, so we knew we would have a battle on our hands.

| career, and one I remember vividly today.

It was a tough encounter and the fact we only won it late
on shows that. I would like to say there was an element of
subtlety about my goal, but it was anything but. As the ball
fell to me my instinet was just to smash it, which 1 did, and
the power proved too much for their goalkeeper.

The celebrations afterwards were overwhelming and the
town gave us an amazing welcome home as we celebrated
with the fans when we got back to Stoke.

There must have been about 45,000 people that
came out to line the streets when we returned. It
was an amazing experience, one of the best in my
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Join us at Brookes after the game,
where we will be open late with a

LIVE DJ AND BB()
TO CELEBRATE LUTON'S
TRIP TO WEMBLEY!
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Castle Street, Luton, LU1 3AA

Telephone: 01582 413 881 Website: www.brookes-redlion.co.uk




TSC Foods Limited, Scunthorpe’s premier manufacturer |

of high quality chilled and frozen sauces, soups and

deli style products for the foodservice and retail markets '-.

are proud to support Scunthorpe United.

Good luck to Nigel Adkins and the players, from
the Board and 300 staff at TSC Foods Limited.

COME ON YOU IRON!

GIORIOUS! ~ Isehoos

MARCO PIERRE WHITE®
www.tscfoods.com

Telephone 01724 272900 | |

1889

THE IRON

STEVEN WHARTON
GLANFORD PARK

WWW.SCUNTHORPE-UNITED.CO.UK
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JOE MURPHY

1 AGE 27
APPS 141 8 50
UB SUNDERLAND

An Irish international, Murphy has
been very consistent for the Iron
this season. He's one of the finest
goalkeepers outside the top flight
and is more than capable of

making the step up to the Premier

League. Has rescued his team on
a number of occasions this term.

Scunthorpe United PLAYER PROF”_ES 35

IS 2

It's a shame Lillis has the best
goalkeeper in the league ahead of
him in Joe Murphy because he is
another smashing keeper. He's
only made a hanfdul of
appearances this season, but has
shown his ability and has never let
the team down when called upon

MARCUS \N}LLIAIVIS

E22
PS5 143 ALS 0
NONE
Williams is a player very much
in the mould of Chelsea and
England left-back Ashley Cole. He
is capable defensively, but going
forward is where he really shows
his talent. He has tremendous
skill, offering something different
in attack and is extremely quick.

on Wright, Phil Cook
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Scunthorpe United

CLIFF BYRNE

6 26
Ps227.G 3
SUNDERLAND

The club captain, Byrne is a very
important player for Scunthorpe
and holds the defence together. He
can play in the middle or on the
right and his attitude is exce 5
Byrne leads by example and has
grown in stature throughout

his time at Glanford Park.

CROSBY

E 36
A
|JBE OXFORD UNITED

A fine defender, Crosby is now
assistant manager at Glanford
Park after five years with the club.
His first-team appearances have
been limited this term, but he's

a natural leader and has been a
fine servant since joining from
Oxford United in 2004,

o

MICHAEL LEA

14 AGE 21
PS 3 GOALS 0
REV CLUE MANCHESTER UNITED

Lea is beginning find his feet at
the Iron and has more than
enough potential to become a very
good player for the club. He has
youth on his side, so is still
developing and his experience as a
trainee at Manchester United will
no doubt stand him in good stead.

2009

JOSEPH MILLS

\GE 19
8 GOALS 0

5 ON LOAN FROM SOUTHAMPTON

One of several players Nigel
Adkins has been able to bring
in on loan this season, Mills has
slotted in well and hasn't
disappointed since joining from
Southampton. He's only been at
the club a short while but has
certainly made an impression.

DAVID MIRFIN

E23
\LS 1
B HUDDERSFIELD TOWN

Mirfin is a good all-round player and
has shown a lot of ability in defence
this season after arriving from
Huddersfield in August. He is anothet
one of the many young players Nigel
Adkins has at his disposal and has
the potential to become a great
player for the club.

KRYSTIAN PEARCE
NO.2 E19

2

I Nt ) ON LOAN FROM BIRMINGHAM

Pearce is proving another good
loan signing from Nigel Adkins.
He's extremely quick and has
demonstrated his ability with the
ball. Has a tendency to over play
in the wrong areas, but again,
he is a young player who will
learn and improve.

- PAINT
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SAM TOGWELL

18 AGE 24
PS5 41 GOALS 4
UB BARNSLEY
Playing as a midfielder is all about
getting involved and making your
presence felt. Togwell is certainly
a player that doesn’t shy away
from this and is always involved
in the action. Has done well in his
debut season at Glanford Park
and has made a real impact.

JOHNSTONES PAINT
E TROPHY

Scunthorpe United PLAYER PROFILES 37

MARTYN WOOLFORD

16 AGE 23
'PS 41 4
P CLUBE YORK CITY

A top-class player. Woolford was
signed for a six-figure fee from York
and is proving to be worth every
penny. He has excellent running
ability and is extremely creative
Could cause Luton a lot of problems
if he is given space today and the
Hatters will need to stop him playing.

MATT SPARROW ANDREW WRIGHT
NO.7 AGE 25 NO.24 AGE 24

352 36

Sparrow has been rewarded with

B NONE PREV CLUB LIVE

THOMPSON

& 28
28 GOAILS 3

B MORECAMBE
Having arrived from Morecambe
in the summer, it took Thompson
a while to settle in. He's started to
come into his own of late,
however, and has put in some
eye-catching performances. Has
found his niche at Scunthorpe
and is shaping up to be a good buy.

GRANT McCANN

NO.17 AGE 28

\PPS 57 ALS 7

f [JB BARNSLEY
McCann is bursting at the seams
with natural talent and really is a
player that has it all. A lot of teams
have tried and failed to nullify his
threat. If he plays well, Scuntharpe
play well. Also a dead-ball
specialist and has scored some
fantastic goals from set-plays.

a testimonial this year after his
excellent service for Scunthorpe
so it's fitting he will get to visit
Wembley with the club. A one-
club man, which is rare these
days, he’s been very good for the
Iron and remains a vital player.

After a period in the USA playing
for West Virginia University,
Wright recently earned an
18-month contract at Scunthorpe
in January. The former Liverpool
trainee has played in a host of
different positions and is getting
better with every game he plays.
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Scunthorpe United PLAYER PROF”_ES

HENRI LANSBURY
NO:31 AGE 18
f 1 Al

| ON LOAN FROM ARSENAL

When you see a player so young,
you try not to heap too much
praise on them, but where
Lansbury's concerned, it's difficult
not to. He has everything — vision,
pace, skill and can score goals.
There’s no doubt he will be an
Arsenal and England regular.

IAN MORRIS

27 22
> 86 8

LEEDS UNITED

One of the impressive things
about Nigel Adkins' side is the
high number of young players at
his disposal and their quality.
Morris is another of those and he
is still improving. Is a threat in the
box and with a bit more hard
work he will achieve his potential.

KEVAN HURST

23 AGE 23
57 4
SHEFFIELD UNITED

Injury has blighted Hurst's season,
but he has forced his way back
into first-team contention after a
spell on the treatment table. He
wasn’t given the opportunity to
make an impact at Sheffield
United as a youngster, but is

now growing into a fine player.

LIAM TROTTER

32 20
5 0

ON LOAN FROM IPSWICH
A very competitive player, Trotter
has seen his first-team
opportunities limited at Ipswich,
but has impressed in a number of
loan spells. Is looking to make an
impression at Glanford Park and
while he's only featured twice,
he looks a decent player.
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Excellence

Don't just take our word for it... in paint

in recent independent paint tests® by industry experts the Paint

since 1890

Research Association, Johnstone's Matt emulsions achieved greater
opacity against equivalent Dulux Matt emulsions when applied at
the maximum specified spread rate. Now that's a fact!

fests completed to British
lards on randomly selected " . »
Bles tested in December 2008 FiNd out more at: www.johnstones-paints.co.uk
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Norwich and Peterborough

BUILDING SOCIETY

We are proud to support Scunthorpe Unite
in the Johnstone’s Paint Trophy Final.
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Want a Building Society in Scunthorpe that offers all this... savings,l
banking, insurance and independent financial advice?

: Pop in to N&P today

e, N8 .
l -

- .

PAINT
5 JOHNSTONES. 13 )p 1y

PAUL HAYES

0.9 AGE 25
PPS 203 GOALS 57
B BARNSLEY

Now in his second spell at
Glanford Park, Hayes is a very
clever footballer. He’s been in
good form this season and has a
very good scoring record for the
Iron. He can link up play very well
and is one of the club’s
outstanding players. A fine asset.

Scunthorpe United PLAYER PROF“_ES 41

GARY HOOPER

10 AGE 21
45 GOALS 27
B SOUTHEND

Southend must be kicking
themselves after allowing Hooper
to leave Roots Hall. He's still very
young and this season he has
been a revelation at Scunthorpe,
bagging a high number of goals.
He has excellent pace but is also
very powerful and a real danger.

.

JONATHAN FORTE

NO.19 AGE 22
PS 49

0ALS 4
SHEFFIELD UNITED

Forte is currently on loan at Notts
County, where he has scored a
few goals and performed well. He
has also enjoyed loan spells with
Doncaster and Rotherham,
picking up a lot of experience. He
can be called back from County at
any time, so could feature today.

BEN MAY

NO.30 AGE 25
PS 49 GOALS 5
MILLWALL

Injury has prevented May from
showing his true potential this
season and he has been restricted
to mainly appearing from the
substitutes’ bench. He is a big lad
and very powerful. Has a few goals
to his name this term and knows
he can acheive a lot more.
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Sweet
4 dreams

YOUNG LUTON TOWN STRIKER TOM
.I.
iﬂ§ PAUI}”AHD J QHN MC SWIGGAN IRDS SIMON HART, NEWS OF THE WORLD

. C] WISH -3

e B o= VI ] . : " - om Craddock will hope his second trip to Wembley ends
i | ‘;:_1 2 _-_ ey E @ M ?ﬁ i % on a happier note than the first. The young Luton Town
B=a - - forward was nine years old when his uncle took him
g ' == r L

e

- down from Darlington to the old twin towers to see
C K boyhood favourites Newcastle United dismantled 4-0 by
MICK ND HE TEAM GOOD LU Manchester United in the Charity Shield in August 1996.
This time, the 22-year-old no longer has the role of passive
AND FOR onlooker but will arrive at the famous stadium for today’s Johnstone's
FOR TODAY AT WEMBLEY Paint Trophy Final as a potentially key player in Mick Harford's team.
1 “I've never been to the new Wembley and | am really looking
HE SEAS ON : forward to it,” he said. “It is what everybody dreams of, walking
THE REST OF T out at Wembley, and | am no different. It is absolutely fantastic.
Hopefully we can get the victory in the Final.”

From the outside, a Wembley appearance represents an unexpectedly
swift return on his decision to leave Premier League Middlesbrough,

AKE THI S whose academy he graduated from, for life at the foot of League 2.
WE WOULD LIKE TO T Yet Craddock, who joined the Hatters on loan in October before penning a
L i permanent deal in January, does not see it that way. "l wanted to play first-team
THANK ALL OUR football and | was told | wouldn‘t get that at Middlesbrough,” explained the
OPPO RTUNITY TO § striker, whose four league appearances for Boro included only one start. He had
previously gained little from loan spells at Wrexham and Hartlepool United but

SUB CONTRACTORS; SUPPLIERS AND e Dt

CONTRACTORS FOR YOUR SUPPORT E BATILE IN FOOTBALLY i (s o

goals and if someone does

DURING TIIESE H ARD TIMES show faith in you then | think that is half the battle in football. So | was

more than pleased to come here. If you haven't played in this division before

you do wonder but | have 100 per cent belief in my own ability. | know | can
I I lII}_ANK’S : I O Y 0 l | A I I do well at this level and play higher up,” added Craddock, who shone in the
Fiogs

semi-final success over Brighton. After a goalless first leg, Craddock struck
Luton’s goal in the 1-1 draw at Kenilworth Road, seizing on a defensive error

&

to steer the Hatters ahead with only one minute on the clock, and then later
converted a penalty in the climactic shootout.

. — / YOU HATT M' ' ' A With his quick feet and confidence on the ball, Craddock revelled in the
4 ! COME ON h ese0e B o role of centre-forward that night. “I enjoy playing down the middle, | like
funoon ¢ Hinrict to play on the shoulder and try to get on the end of things and capitalise

| on mistakes. When | get the ball into my feet around the box, | look to set

People up or maybe try and get a turn and win a free-kick, or get a goal.” : : = . .
He will hope to do the same against Scunthorpe this afternoon in what is CRADDOCK

-
g

the first senior final for a player who was part of Boro's FA Youth Cup-winning
side of 2004. “I started every game that year and scored four goals along the
way — including in both legs of the semi-final,” said Craddock, whose
contemporaries included current Riverside first-teamers Matthew Bates, Adam
Johnson, Tony McMahon and David Wheater. “That was the first real final that
Mattered. When you are a young player the Youth Cup is everything but this
Final will be the biggest game of my life because it is at Wembley.”
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; .' 1, Cosgrove Wéy, Luton

& Repairs: 015 725783
Sales & |Spares; 01582 721173

' Opening times:
Mon Fri 8am- 3opT / Sat gam-5pm

Fﬂq ALL YOUR DﬂMESﬁG MEEDS-JOE GBA”AM’S 601' T GGVEBED

Pic: Rick Matthews — Wrexham Evening Leader

Luton Town v Scunthorpe United

Ben Foster, 10 April 2005

The 2005 Final gave Ben Foster a major push towards the

big time as he helped Wrexham to a 2-0 victory over
Southend United in Cardiff. Watching that day as the on-
loan Stoke City goalkeeper pulled off a string of fine saves
was Manchester United manager Sir Alex Ferguson, who
was there to see son Darren, the Wrexham captain who
scored the second goal.

“I remember it was massively important because up to
three or four months before I don't think I'd played in a
competitive league match. It was a good time to perform
because halfway through the game, the cameraman, who
was filming for the big screen at the Millennium Stadium,

PAINT
JOHNSTONES -2 5 pivs

zoomed in on Sir Alex Ferguson’s face and I thought to
myself: ‘Oh, he's watching is he?’ He was obviously there to
see Darren, who was named Man of the Match and I was
devastated because it had gone to extra-time, we had won
2-0 and I thought I had done enough.”

Ferguson clearly thought he had too, offering Stoke City
£1 million for Foster's services and immediately loaning
him out to Watford where he spent two seasons before
returning to Old Trafford in 2007.

He was recently Man of the Match in the Carling Cup
Final here at Wembley Stadium as Manchester United
triumphed over Tottenham Hotspur in a penalty shoot-out.




46 Luton Town v Scunthorpe United

"The ace of clubs

SCUNTHORPE UNITED AND LUTON TOWN LEGENDS BARRIE THOMAS
AND BILLY BINGHAM WILL BE REFLECTING ON THEIR OWN
MEMORIES WHEN THE TEAMS TAKE TO THE FIELD TODAY

WORDS PHIL SHAW, DAILY TELEGRAPH

' oved~th'e i g
one on to ’the First Dhnsmn We nﬁssed

r%;i«tb se‘nré freetly on '[yhgside.
. Thomas was called intol England’s

‘,pre-World Cup training squad ahead of
. the 1962 Wotld Cup in Chile. Newcasﬁe
& ‘kreturried to the First Division in 1964/65,
yet Thomas had returned 1o Squnthorpe

earlier that season. “Jack Wharton was
- the chairman - like his son Steve, who |
remember as a little Iad Is now - and he
- wanted me back..
~ "But | had to Pack i A

'cdl;lg s with' ciates, carti

TV = I'm a:Ryan Giggs fan — ‘but | follow

! ;';Scunthorpe‘s fortunes closely. It will be
L fantastlc if they can Wm at Wembley."”

| BII.I.Y ‘IHGHAI\II scorned the idea of

' the one-man team when he led Northern
Ireland to the finals of two World Cups as
manager, stressing the value of the

Striker Barrie
Thomas became an
idol during his two

spells at Scunthorpe

2009
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Luton Town v Scunthorpe United

PEOPI.E ASK II" I CWI.B
I-IAVE SCORED 60 GOALS IN
1961/62. 1 SAY 'YES
BECAUSE. THE TEAM WE
HAD WAS THE BEST IN THE
'OLD SECOND DIVISION
; BARRIE THOMAS

'éﬁllecﬂdé toa country that oncé looked
to George Best for miracles. Yetwhen |
~ Luton Town reached Wemhley for the. ﬁrst

 time, in the FA Cup Final 50 years ago - L &

next month, no one did more to get them
e than Wee Billy from Baﬂast. WL
Bubbly,)etusm and pacey rlght-winget‘ "
ted an impressive 103 league
gmls. Bingham spent just two years with
I.uj.on either side ?f spells with Sunderland

' and Everton. He regarded the time,

‘however, as his peak as a player. And when
the Hatters got the Twin Towers in their
sights, he was like a man possessed.

Bingham, now 77 and retired to
Southport, had come to Bedfordshire for
a fee of £8,000 in 1958. He had just

ES' |

played in the World Cup in Sweden that

Luton legend Billy Bingham
(right) goes head-to-head with
Wolves' Gerry Harris in 1958

Iaunched a young Pele s career and two
- months mto the new season he helped
Luton top the First Division. The Hatters
could not sustain their lofty position, but
a~5 1 thumping of Leeds United in the FA
Cup, with Bmgham among the scorers,
gave them anaother target.

Over the next three rounds, he chipped
in with goals against Leicester City, Ipswich
Town and Blackpool. When the semi-finals
pitted Luton against Norwich City, then of
~ the Third Division, Bingham tormented left-
back Ron Ashman (later Scunthorpe's
manager in the Kevin Keegan-Ray Clemence

-era) and wrote a grim ending to the

Canaries’ fairytale with a stunning winner.
Having scored in every round, he hoped

" to complete a remarkable set in the Final
"against Nottingham Forest. Instead, a

' Forest side reduced to ten men for an

' hour by a broken leg to Roy Dwight -

Elton John's cousin, no less — won 2-1.
Bingham did not score and later
remarked that he “felt more like a
spectator than a player”.

Half a century on, Luton will draw on
the spirit of Wee Billy - and do everything
in their power to leave the new, state-of-
the-arch Wembley with no such regrets. +
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48 Luto 1 Scunthorpe United CLIFF BYRNE
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Byrne’s night?

W cunthorpe United skipper Cliff Byrne is
_ hoping to secure a place in the club’s
| history books this afternoon — and gain
Bl an additional reward of having an
executive box named after him at the ground.
Byrne, who was handed the captaincy at the
start of the season, knows he will go down in the
club’s folklore if steps up to receive the
Johnstone’s Paint Trophy at the end of the match.
“Captaining your team to victory at Wembley is
something that dreams are made of and I'd be a
liar if T said T hadn't thought about it,” says Byrne.
“Hopefully it'll be a dream come true for me.”
Famous names from Scunthorpe’s past including
Kevin Keegan, Ray Clemence and cricketing legend
Sir Ian Botham all have executive boxes named

2009

after them at Glanford Park. Byrne jokes that he
will expect a similar accolade if United see off
the challenge of Luton today.

He says: “Hopefully I'll get one named after
me if I lift the trophy. If I don’t get a box, I'll be
very unhappy!”

The 26-year-old is Scunthorpe’s second
longest serving player after Matt Sparrow and
he has seen the club make significant progress
since joining from Sunderland in 2003. In his
first season they narrowly avoided dropping out
of The Football League, finishing immediately
above the relegation places.

Recalling a tense finale five years ago, Byrne
says: “There were two games to go and we
played away at Cambridge needing a win to

ensure we stayed up. We lost 3-2 but fortunately
Carlisle only drew at home and that meant they
couldn’t catch us on the final day. We were
sailing close to the wind and got away with it.”

There were no such fears the following
season when promotion was secured and they
took another step up the ladder two years
later, resulting in them playing in the
Championship last term.

Reflecting on the start of his career, Byrne
admits he was “bitterly disappointed” when he
was released by Sunderland. "I thoroughly
enjoyed my time there but unfortunately [ didn't
manage to break into the first-team,” he says.

“We went through three managers (Peter Reid,
Howard Wilkinson and Mick McCarthy) in my last
year there and [ just never got the opportunity to
play. Current boss Ricky Sbragia was my youth-
team manager and I learned a lot from him.”

It was during his time as a young hopeful at
Sunderland that Bryne made his only previous visit
to today’s famous venue. “I was at the old Wembley
when Sunderland drew 4-4 with Charlton in that
memorable play-off final,” he comments.

As the Dublin-born defender prepares to play
on the hallowed turf, he is more than happy to
be counting the cost of paying for a group of
friends and family who are coming over from
Ireland to watch him. “At the last count there
were 12 flying over and I'm sure they will all be
pleased as punch.”

“We get three complementary tickets so it's
probably going to cost me more money than
anyone else to play in the final! I don’t mind
stumping up to pay for the tickets, though,
because they're paying for the flights.”

Byrne insists he and his team-mates won't
underestimate the threat posed by Luton.

“We're the favourites but well give them every
bit of respect and hopefully we'll come out on top.”*
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Scunthorpe United

R\

v

. ! ) \ Marcus Williams
3 N r could prove vital at
A2 left-back for the Iron

Por Q<5 DALIN

BV UnRwEnU; Srods 8y §0 TP apen po.aiiba) Gl

ROTHERHAM MANAGER MARK ROBINS SAW HIS
WEMBLEY HOPES DASHED BY SCUNTHORPE IN THE AREA
FINAL. HERE HE ASSESSES THE THREAT OF THE IRON

/

Scunthorpe are a very good side and | as bad as their league position might suggest.
would go so far as to say their two strikers, Despite their points deduction, they've made
Gary Hooper and Paul Hayes, are very, very a real battle of it this year, but having said
good. As a pair, they can be a real handful, that | still think they will have their work cut
as we can testify after the two legs of the out and | expect Scunthorpe to emerge as
Northern Area Final. It will be a big test for victors this afternoon.
Luton and whether or not they can cope Nigel Adkins has plenty of options in
with them will go a long way towards midfield. They threatened to run riot against
determining today’s outcome. us in the first game. We had a late chance
Hooper has already hit the 20-goal mark and had we scored it would have made the
this term and although he's not a giant, he is second game a more even contest, but to be
stronger than he looks. He's also quick, fair we did well to contain them to 2-0.
makes intelligent runs when the ball is wide, | Nigel used Matt Sparrow and Andrew
his movement is Wright in the middle

generally good and his “SCUNTHORPE Go TH ROUGH for the first game and
link- lay h I in th t h t
it THE MIDFIELD AND GET | r . com v o

for the Sam Togwell

complete package and | PI.AYERS lN THE Box (below) — Grant
have no doubt that he QUICKER THAN MOST TEAMS McCann partnership,

could play in the and when he can mix
Championship; in fact | I HAVE COME Acnoss” and match like that
know of several clubs at he is very fortunate.
that level who have been watching him and In Garry Thompson and Martyn Woolford
will probably try to buy him in the summer. they have wingers capable of stretching
If | say Scunthorpe are direct it is Luton and in our games against Scunthorpe
definitely not a criticism. | am not labelling they were very solid at the back, although in h
them a team who knock it from back to big Sam Parkin the Hatters have a player
front in the quickest possible time. They go capable of unsettling their defenders. The
through the midfield, play it wide and : fact that it's a one-off game probably
get players in the box, but they do it e represents Luton’s best chance of
quicker than most teams | ” pulling off a shock win,
have come across. i but Wembley is a nervy
Marcus Williams, if fit, place. They will have to
will be a key player for master the tension and
them at left-back. He is try to ensure it is not too
lightning-quick and has open a game because
terrific ability, whereas on 4 that would definitely
the other side, right-back favour Scunthorpe.
Cliff Byrne doesn't tend to Mick Harford will know
venture too far up the the importance of trying to
pitch, maybe just as well ”A'"HAM keep Scunthorpe’s strikers
with Luton favouring a STEEL quiet and also that the best
4-3-3 system. { way of doing that is to
Luton are not a bad side work on limiting the
and certainly nowhere near ‘ " supply to them. *
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| (0] ¥ MV ~VM! 171 =pY MICK HARFORD WILL HAVE TO MAKE DO WITH JUST ONE KEITH KEANE THIS
| " AFTERNOON, BUT THE LUTON YOUNGSTER WILL ENSURE HIS PRESENCE IS FELT

IAN CRUISE

uton manager Mick Harford once | field, resulting in successive relegations HTHE WORST THING
L SALES | remarked that he'd love a team | and the sale of their best players. ngﬁ%‘fﬁ;‘:ﬁ"%} E}_V éﬂip@
1 ' NkMAkLLT NN

containing 11 Keith Keanes. He will “You could say I've seen a lot,” he
" have to make do with just one this reflects sadly. “The fall has happened so | BEST POSITION. 1

afternoon, one who will have as much fast it’s hard to take in. We were flying FR PROR :
/ ® LETTI N GS enthusiasm and determination coursing in that first season in the Championship MAN&C‘:&;R [‘* ﬁi}?ﬁ‘?
- 4 through his veins as any player on the pitch. (2005/06) and were one of the better DGESN T MN@J\” W\‘!

Keane, still only 22, is one of the Hatters’ teams, finishing tenth, but the HE'D LIKE TO PLAY |

/’ ° LAN D longest-serving players having made his following season we sold six or seven
/ debut as a 16-year-old in November 2003 players from the first 11 and it's been
/ and he has enjoyed — and endured - a downbhill ever since.” Harford was in the Luton team that day,

chequered time at his home-town club. The spectacular collapse could see the and Keane can think of no-one better to
M 4 In the past four years he has collected a club starting next season in the be steering the club through the choppy
e o RTGAG ES League 1 winners’' medal, helped Luton Conference, a long way from the heady waters they are currently attempting to

finish in the top ten of the Championship, days of two decades ago when they navigate, both on and off the pitch.

and then been part of a dramatic claimed their first major trophy by beating He says: “It helps that he’s a Luton
\’ ‘ downturn in fortunes which has seen Arsenal 3-2 in one of the most dramatic legend and he knows how much the club
®
ALUAT I o N them suffer desperately on and off the League Cup Finals of all-time in 1988. | means to the fans. That eases the »

Neil and Patrick wish Luton Town FC good luck in today’s final
40 Wellington Street, Luton Beds LUl 2QH
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pressure from the crowd because they are
all aware that he knows what it means. If it
was another manager the fans might think
differently, but they all know he is doing
his very best to keep us in the league. And
that helps take the pressure off us.”

Keane has worked with Harford, on
and off, for a number of years and he
can see a change in the man who was
once one of the most feared centre-
forwards in the English game.

“| came into the club when Mick was
assistant manager, and I'd have to say
he’s different now,” adds the Republic
of Ireland Under-21 international. “He’'s a
lot calmer and doesn’t really lose his rag
with us, although you’d never overstep
the miark with him. But he'll always chat
to you and tell you what he thinks and
what you should be doing if you're
doing something wrong.

"“He can see we're trying our best. it might
not be good enough sometimes, but we
always give 100% cent in every game, even
if we're not playing well, and he can see
that. And that's all he ever asks from us.”

Keane was barely 18 months old on
that memorable occasion 21 years ago
when Harford and his team-mates
stunned the Gunners by scoring twice in
the last few minutes to steal the League
Cup from their grasp and his only
previous experience of Wembley was
attending a kit sponsors’ event at the

2009
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“THE MANAGER IS A LUTON
LEGEND AND HE KNOWS
HOW MUCH THE CLUB
MEANS TO THE FANS.
THAT HELPS TAKE THE
PRESSURE OFF US"

stadium. He will, however, be right at
the centre of the action this afternoon,
although your guess is as good as his
as to where he will be playing.

Such is his versatility that Harford has
no qualms picking him in central
midfield, at centre-half or at right-back.
It epitomises his commitment to the
cause, although he confesses it's not
always an ideal situation.

"The worst thing is, | don’t really even
know my best position. The fact | can play
in different positions when there are other
players who can’t means the manager will
move me to accommodate them and I'll
just hold my hands up and say I'll play
there. And that can be a problem because
if you ask the manager he probably doesn’t
know where he'd play me.”

Given that we already know Harford
would happily play Keane anywhere from
1-11, that willingness to adapt is unlikely
to hold him back. And it means he will be
a key figure today as Luton aim to end a
difficult season on a high.

Keith Keane has been

p!aymg for the Luton first team

‘ since he was 16 years old

“In a way, the cup run has kept the
season alive. If we weren’t in the Final,
and if we were just fighting a relegation
battle that we might lose, then | think
we could have been just dragging out
the games. But because we’ve been
looking forward to Wembley we’ve been
trying to keep our performance level up
to make sure we go into the Final with a
good run of results behind us.

“You could say reaching the Final is a
reward for what's gone on this season,
but, if you asked the players, the priority
would be staying in the league.

“At the same time, a trip to Wembley is
one of the best things that can happen in
a player's career, so we're going to enjoy
the occasion and it would be a great
feeling to say we've won there.”

And afterwards?

“The reality of our league position
will hit us and that will be hard,” he
admits. “But | love playing for Luton
Town and just want to help them out
of the mess they're in.”

No wonder his manager wants
ten more like him.*
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jer the Great

BURNLEY AND SCOTLAND DEFENDER GRAHAM ALEXANDER LOOKS BACK
AT SOME FOND MEMORIES FROM HIS TIME AT LUTON AND SCUNTHORPE

WORDS

University of
Bedfordshire

Bedford and Luton

raham Alexander has more than a passing i
interest in today’s game. At the ripe old age of P L TSP o
37, the Burnley full-back is enjoying a

spectacular Indian Summer: not only is he a I I.OVE SCUNTHORPE

regular member of the Scotland squad, but before BECAUSE 'I'HEY GAVE ME
yesterday’s trip to Derby he had played every minute of
the Clarets’ 56 league and cup games this season. MY CHANCE IN LEAGUE

Wind the. clock back almost a quarter ofa cellltur_v FOOTBALL, BUT LUTON so
and, following an unsuccessful tna_], Alexander's local DESPERATELY DES ERVE

club Coventry City suggested he tried Scunthorpe

United. “I must admit, I didn’t know where it was,” he To BE HERE Too

chuckled. “Luckily my Dad was a lorry driver...” . ]
No matter. As part of a vintage Tron crop that included RN

future Premier League players Richard Hall and Neil Cox, ' 5 . A )

Alexander graduated from trainee to first-team regular and
in 1992 he was part of the side that reached the Fourth
Division Play-Off Final at Wembley. After 120 minutes they
were level 1-1 with Blackpool and it went to penalties.

“Earlier in the season I'd scored in an FA Cup penalty
shoot-out with Rotherham,” he remembers. “Being
young and naive I thought I'd score at Wembley so 1
put my hand up. Steve Mcllhargey saved it, we lost and
I was in tears. Our manager Bill Green said it would
make me stronger and he was right.”

Three years later, after Alexander had sweated his
way through the first day of pre-season training,
manager Dave Moore explained that Luton Town,
who were then in the First Division, had made an
offer Scunthorpe couldn’t refuse.

“It was completely out of the blue, but I was quite
excited. They’'d just been to an FA Cup semi-final and
there was talk of moving to a new ground, the Kohler
Dome.” However, Luton were relegated in Alexander’s
first season and two years later he was ready to leave.

“I was disillusioned, we hadn’t moved an inch.
Today we can see how Kenilworth Road has held the
club back. I'd made great friends such as Marvin
Johnson and Steve Davis, who is the first-team coach
at Burnley, but I wanted to leave. Manager Lennie
Lawrence was great about it. He knew it was
nothing to do with money and helped me move
to Preston. Just as at Scunthorpe, I left with
such fond memories.”

Eleven years later, Alexander is delighted to
see two of his former clubs at Wembley. “I was
buzzing when I found out and I'd love to be able to
get down to the game. Er, you're going to ask me
who I want to win aren’t you?

“I'm afraid I'm going to have to completely sit on
the fence. I love Scunthorpe because they gave me
my chance in league football, but Luton so
desperately deserve to be here too after the slog of a
season they've had. Mind you, as we know, anyone
can beat anyone else in football.”

And with that, he has only the remarkable latter
stages of his lengthy career to contemplate.

“My longevity is partly to do
with my grounding at
Scunthorpe,” he explains.

“We used to run miles and
miles in training and I

The University has provided high-quality PE and
sport science teaching for more than 100 years,

~and is one of the largest providers of secondary
PE teachers in the UK.

* 14" in the country for Sport Science courses
and 17" for Teaching Quality, according to the
2009 Guardian ‘University Guide’

&,' 1 ‘ s * New £8m state-of-the-art Physical Education
' . i | and Sport Science Centre that is set to train
athletes for the 2012 Olympics

* Former students include Chair of UK Sport
Sue Campbell CBE, top-class long distance
runner Liz Yelling and England and Saracens’
flanker, Maggie Alphonsi

* \\We offer a wide range of sport and PE-related
f courses at Foundation, Undergraduate and
Postgraduate level.

* Sports scholarships of up to £1,025 available

- For more information about sport courses
at the University of Bedfordshire please visit

www.beds.ac.uk/sport
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didn’t know what had hit Grabam Mgmapder
me. All the really great things have happened late in Scunthorpe in 1992 o
my career and I app]'eciate every moment ()f it‘ Ijust and in I.ulmn 5 emall V|a WWW. b e d S . a C . u k/a S k
love plaving football and 1 never want to stop.”* g -
b orcall 01234 793279
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irst there was Andy Keogh, then Billy

Sharp, followed quickly by Martin

Paterson. Now Gary Hooper is the latest

sharpshooter to roll off the goal-scoring
production line in North Lincolnshire and bring
the scouts flocking to Glanford Park.

His three star predecessors all used
Scunthorpe as a springboard to make their mark
in the Championship — and earn the club some
serious money in the process. Keogh was sold to
Wolves for £600,000 in 2007 after two
impressive years leading Scunthorpe’s attack,
Sharp returned to his first club Sheffield United
for £2 million later that vear after an incredible
53 goals in 80 league starts at Glanford Park
while Paterson, his replacement, earned a
£1 million move to Burnley 12 months later.

Now, as the Iron prepare for their visit to
Wembley, manager Nigel Adkins believes that
the latest diamond to be unearthed and polished
by the League 1 outfit could well turn out to be
the best of the lot.

Although the 21-year-old’s prolific finishing
has kept Scunthorpe there or thereabouts in the
division’s promotion race, Hooper has only

Hooper man!

Hooper wants to

transfer his league
goal-scoring form
to Wembley today

“Even though we brought in Martin when
Billy went back to Bramall Lane, we still kept
an eye on Gary and signed him when Martin

joined Burnley a year later.”

By that time, Hooper had moved from
Southend to Hereford where his 11 goals in just
19 appearances helped The Bulls to win
automatic promotion from League 2 last season
behind MK Dons and Peterborough. His
impressive strike rate persuaded Seunthorpe

ESSEX-BORN SCUNTHORPE STRIKER GARY HOO PU HOPES TO MAKE

DRE f‘!/‘S LO‘\/&[ TRUE TODZ

WORDS

appeared in three of the club’s six matches in
the Johnstone’s Paint Trophy, scoring once. A
late strike at the Don Valley Stadium saw off a
spirited Rotherham side to complete a 3-0
aggregate win in the Northern Area Final.

“With about 15 minutes to go, Andrew Wright
put me through, “ he recalls. “I was one-on-one
with the defender who was running backwards
and I managed to toe-poke it past the keeper.”

Born in Chigwell, Essex, Hooper signed for
Grays Athletic before joining Southend in the
2006/07 season. He made 19 league
appearances without scoring but bagged a
couple of goals as the club reached the quarter-
finals of the Carling Cup and played in the 1-0
win over Manchester United at Roots Hall
when Freddy Eastwood caused a huge
upset with a wonder strike.

“Freddy is a great finisher and good
to watch in training and I learned a lot
about scoring goals from him while 1
was at Southend before he left for
Wolves,” says Hooper.

A brief loan spell followed at Leyton
Orient where he scored twice in four
games — including a late equaliser
in a 2-2 draw with Scunthorpe
at Brisbane Road.

“He was a right thorn in
our side that day,” recalls
Adkins of that game two
years ago, “and we tracked
him after that.

2009

Y IN FRONT OF FAMILY AND FRIENDS

to spend £125,000 to bring him to Glanford
Park where he has continued the goal-scoring
trend which won Sharp and Paterson much
affection among the club’s support.

“The Gaffer’s been playing me in virtually
every game,” he says, “all the lads are helping
me and I've settled in well. We hold the ball
up in midfield and that enables me to spin
into space and get a run on goal. We've been
creating a lot of chances that way.”

The manager is only too delighted with last
summer’s purchase. “It's a joy to have Gary at
the club,” Adkins added. “He’s a quiet young
lad, a very strong player and he wants to
learn all the time. He's got more of an all-
round game than the others — he’s a natural
goalscorer anyway but his hold-up play and
ball retention is probably better than
theirs and time will tell if he turns out to
be the best of the bunch.”

Hooper has formed a successful
partnership with fellow striker Paul Hayes,
the club’s second top scorer who's enjoying
~ his second spell at Glanford Park.

“Paterson was quite young and raw and
he’d been playing in Stoke’s reserves,”
says Hayes. “He was a ‘fox in the box’
and didn’t do much outside the area but
he worked as hard as he could for us
and scored 14 goals for a struggling
team in the Championship before getting
a good move to Burnley.

“Since he joined us from Hereford,
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“THE GAFFER'S BEEN
PLAYING ME IN VIRTUALLY
EVERY GAME. ALL THE
LADS ARE HELPING ME

AND I'VE SETTLED IN WELL"

Gary's not looked back. He’s not just a
goalscorer, he likes to link with me and the
wingers and he’s good outside the box as well
as in it. From day one, we've had a good
partnership: we always look for each other, I
put him in and he puts me in.

“He’s not greedy and he's got the potential
to go all the way to the Championship and do
what Martin has — minimum.

“He’s banging goals in left, right and centre in
our division so he can obviously play above this
level. If he gets half a chance, he'll put the ball in
the back of the net and if we go up, I'm sure he'll
perform to the same level next season.

“He has a great first touch and his vision is
very good — as is his work-rate and his all-round
game. 1 think he’s got everything to go into the
Championship and then the Premier League.”

Hooper is flattered by the comparisons with
the club’s previous marksmen, saying: “Martin
has been playing well for Burnley and helped
them get to the semi-finals of the Carling Cup
where he scored against Spurs. It's nice to be
compared to him and Billy.”

Since qualifying for the Johnstone’s Paint
Trophy Final, Scunthorpe’s league form has
faltered and they lost their next three matches.

But Hooper showed no dip in his own form
and netted three goals in those defeats.

Like everyone at Glanford Park, the club’s
star striker has his eye on helping Scunthorpe
return to the Championship at the first
attempt. But first things first, he’s determined
to enjoy the chance to turn out at the home of
English football this afternoon.

“Being an Essex boy, it’s great for me to be
going to Wembley and I'd give a lot to score the
winning goal in front of all my family and
friends but the most important thing is winning
— it doesn’t really matter who scores.” %

14 [ GARY HOOPER

2009
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Briol City |+
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good luck!
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Kevin Hitchcock, 21 May 1987

This competition may not have been the FA Cup, but It's discussed a lot, but the pressure really is off when
" playing in the Final at Wembley was the best vou're a goalkeeper. You can’t make a mistake and it's
experience of my life. It was an amazing day. all down to the penalty taker. I actually enjoyed it.
Growing up, I'd heard so many players talk about their When I made the connection to save each penalty,
experiences in a Wembley final and [ was eager to make a feeling of elation swept through my body. I never
the most of it and remember everything about the day.
The build-up was very exciting, driving through the

experienced the feeling of scoring a goal, but I imagine it
must be the same as how I felt in that moment. We had

streets leading to the stadium in the team coach,
surrounded by thousands of Mansfield fans. Before the
warm-up, we were able to walk around the pitch and the
band was playing. The music just added to the occasion.
I was full of confidence ahead of the penalty shoot-out.

missed our first spot-kick, but the boys held their nerve
and with my two saves, we turned it around.

Ironically, a year earlier we were beaten by Wigan
on penalties in the Area Final, so to lift the trophy "
through a shoot-out put some demons to bed.

monorCh.co.uk

conditions apply.
jonnsTonss L0 L
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RDS IAN CRUISE

B ossi Jarvis is unlikely to suffer from
stage fright at Wembley this
afterncon. After all, this is a young

® ¥ man who has been in the spotlight
since he was just 14 years of age.

That's how old he was when he became
the youngest ever player to turn out for
Norwich City reserves, putting his homework
on hold for the evening to take on Brentford’s
second string in February 2003.

It was an early introduction to life in
professional football and a night he
remembers with unsurprising fondness,
although he admits: “It was very strange
being at school at the same time, but it
was a great experience to be playing at that
level with some good players at such a
young age. | got a bit of stick the next
day at school, but all my mates were
really pleased for me.”

Rossi, now 21, was one of a pair of
promising brothers on the Canaries’ books
at the time, with older brother Ryan also
breaking records, becoming Norwich’s
youngest first-team player, aged 16 years,
282 days in April 2003 and, six months
later against Watford, their
youngest ever goalscorer.

Neither truly fulfilled their

Train with your favourite Luton Town players at
David Lloyd Luton and you too can get to the top of
your game!

THERE'S NEVER BEEN A
TO JOIN DAVID LLOYD...

..because there's more for our members from day one.
Take advantage of our exclusive New Member Package:

3ETTER TIME

y_

‘ \/\"

EE Personal Training Session FREE Weight Loss Session

Sonditions

apply. Facilities may vary per club

David Lloyd Club, Luton, Capability Green Business Park, Beds LU1 3LU

LIFE. Be fit-fov

DAVIDLLOYD.CO.UK/LIFE

Boys to men

AS A TEENAGER, ROSSI JARVIS WAS A RECORD-BREAKER WITH BROTHER
RYAN AT NORWICH. HE'S NOW MAKING A NAME FOR HIMSELF AT LUTON

e

early promise at Carrow Road though,
with Ryan now turning out in League 1
for Leyton Orient. But they keep a keen
eye on each other’s careers.

“It helped me massively at Norwich to
have my big brother there,” says Rossi.
“There was a bit of friendly rivalry
between us, but we always liked to see
the other one do well. He's a very talented
player — although | will always say | was
better as a youngster!

“1 think if we'd had different breaks then
we could both be at different places in our
careers right now. But you can never look
back and regret anything, and | certainly
don’t. Some managers like you and some
don’t. My last manager at Norwich didn’t
like me and that's why | was released.”

That rejection by the club he had been

with since he was eight years old meant
a drop down the divisions, although

Jarvis confesses it was not that hard a
move to make. “l knew | would have to
take a step down,” added the midfielder.
“1 didn’t think | had enough experience
to get a move to another Championship
club and play regularly.

“At my age, | think | made the right
decision. I've played 40-odd games this
season and that's exactly what
| needed at this stage of my career. I've
moved on with my life now and | don't
feel | have a point to prove to Norwich.
I'm happy to be where | am and I'm really
enjoying my football at Luton.”

It's helped him this season at Kenilworth
Road that there are no fewer than five
former Norwich players in the squad - ex-
Carrow Road forwards Paul McVeigh and
lan Henderson as well as on-loan duo Chris
Martin and Michael Spillane. Not that they
sing only from a Canary hymn sheet.

“We do pal around a fair bit,” says
Jarvis. “But there’s no East Anglian mafia
in the dressing room. We've got a great
spirit here and all the boys have a really
close bond. There is a real will and a
collective desire to get the club moving
back in the right direction. | can definitely
see Luton going places in the future.”-

"JARVIS
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t is every player’s dream to play at
Wembley Stadium, the home of football,
and today provides 15 girls with the chance
to live out that fantasy.

This season’s Football League Under-13 Girls
Cup Final sees the Priory School take on Lees
Brook Community Sports College. The six-a-side
competition attracted entries from more than
1,000 schools this year, with around 8,000
players taking part across the country.

The girls from the Priory School, which is
located in Orpington, South London, are
representing Crystal Palace this afternoon and
Lees Brook, which is in Chaddesden,
Derbyshire, will represent Derby County.

On their way to this final, the Priory team beat
sides representing AFC Bournemouth and local
rivals Charlton Athletic.

Their coach Aaron Shaw said: “The school
has been absolutely buzzing over the past few
weeks. The standard of football is incredible
this year. Everyone is so proud of the girls.
They've shown a real fighting spirit, with late
goals in a number of our games.”

In their Area Final the Lees Brook Community
Sports College beat the representatives of Derby's
great rivals Nottingham Forest on penalties.

PARINT
JOHNSTONES 55 ppiy

Luton Town v Scunthorpe United

Last year's finalists Crystal Palace
and Tranmere Rovers with their
medals after they drew the match

ANT TO

Before travelling to London, the players and
staff received some extra-special advice. They
visited Pride Park and met Derby boss Nigel
Clough and experienced Welsh international
midfielder Robbie Savage for some words of
encouragement ahead of their big match.

Teacher Andrea Bryan said: “It was so kind of
Derby to invite us along,. It really added to the
excitement of being in the final.

“I know the Community staff at the club will be
cheering us on. Everyone at the school is behind
us, too. The parents and head teacher will all be
coming down to support the girls.”

The Under-13 Girls Cup is just one of the many
community activities organised by The Football
League and club community departments. These

also include workshops and coaching courses

run by clubs throughout the summer and school
holidays, which give youngsters the chance to
hone their skills further.

Football League Trust General Manager Dave
Edmundson said: “We are extremely committed
to extending the participation of women and
girls in football around the country, The Under-
13 Girls Cup embraces our goals of community
cohesion and social inclusion. We're looking
forward to another cracking final.”

LEES BROOK
COMMUNITY
SPORTS COLLEGE

REPRESENTING DERBY COUNTY

Alice Faulding

Kirsten Bickley

Alice Walker

Sarah Williamson

Lauren Hitchcock

Daisy Pridden-Bennett
Laura Hall

Teacher: Andrea Flinders
Community Officer: Rob Lund

PRIORY SCHOOL

REPRESENTING CRYSTAL PALACE

Belinda White
Megan Mulholland
Emily Brice

Toni Weal

Katie Joynes

Hannah Geogiou

Becky Lyons

Chloe Parker

Teacher: Aaron Shaw
Community Officer: Rob Perrett
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Back in
business

he joke among the Scunthorpe squad is that Kevan Hurst only
turns up for finals. If selected this afternoon it will not only be the
midfielder’s first Wembley appearance, but also the first time he
has started a game in this season’s Johnstone’s Paint Trophy.

“I came on for the last 18 minutes against Rochdale and 1 was a
substitute at home to Rotherham in the Area Final,” he said. “I am
getting a bit of stick from the lads. They reckon that I am picking my
games and just turning up for the Final while they have been working
hard battling away from the first round.”

The showpiece occasion gives the 23-year-old the opportunity to put a
fair amount of disappointment behind him. “It has been a frustrating
season, but now it can turn into a great vear,” Hurst added. “I played at
the beginning of the campaign but then got injured and had a double
hernia. When I got my fitness back T couldn’t get into the side.”

But patience paid off for the Chesterfield-born player and he quickly
made up for lost time by hitting the back of the net twice f his wide
left position in his first five games since winning back his place. Scoring
again today would be a marvellous moment.

“It's every player’s dream to play at Wembley. This is sive game

cored it would be the best feeling. I am in good goal-scoring
form so it’s not out of the question.”

He has been to Wembley as a supporter, cheering on his home-
town team Chesterfield in 1995 when they won the Division Three
Play-Off Final against Bury 2-o0. He still lives there and follows
the club’s fortunes but his allegiance is firmly with the Iron, who
he joined on loan from Sheffield United before sealing a

£200,000 move in May 2007.
He says the Johnstone’s Paint Trophy has brought the best
out of Nigel Adkins’ team — “We have looked solid all the way
through, whoever we have come up against” — but is wary of
saying that Scunthorpe favourites to lift the silve
“Luton have beaten teams from our division so they will be
u IS IS A MA cx:pectec} a}\dﬂln a ople-(:;]ff
E . p game, it can go either
GAME. W E A way. The strikers hold the
BES ?E RATE | [IN key t()- this game. I‘t \’\:ll] be

§ il : all about chances in front
TH | S TRO PHY" of goal and making them
pay. Hopefully our front
two of Gary Hooper and Paul Hayes will make it count. We are
desperate to win this trophy. What's the point of going if you're not
bothered about winning? The Gaffer wants us to win for ourselves,
our families and for the fans.”

He will have his mum, dad, girlfriend, aunt and uncle cheering him on
today but can’t compete with the ticket demands of two other members
of the team, Sam Togwell and Gary Hooper. “They've needed the most
tickets — around 80 at the last count,” he smiles. It will be one big happy
family from north Lincolnshire if the Iron pull through today.*
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change
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f through injury or cataclysmic loss

of form Kevin Nicholls doesn’t lead

out Luton Town this afternoon, then

he will probably be in with the
supporters, singing his heart out for his
team-mates. Above all, Kevin Nicholls is
a Luton Town fan.

The notion of him joining the
supporters in the Wembley stands is not
fanciful one, either: he's done it before.
“I've been on the terraces a couple of
times when I've been suspended,” recalls
the hard man of Luton’s midfield.

“It was a long time ago, in my first spell
at the club. One of them was at
Shrewsbury's old ground, Gay Meadow,
when we were winning promotion from
Division Three. | was there singing, getting
behind the lads. It was great.

“The fans thought it was brilliant that
we could mingle like normal punters. |
think they realised how much the club
meant to me.”

Nothing has happened in the subsequent
seven years to change Nicholls' passion,
even though it took two years' separation
to bring it all home to him.

“The five years | had here were the best
time of my career,” he says. “l was adored
by the fans, | adored them back. Nothing
against Leeds, nothing against Preston, it
just didn’t work out for me there. |
jumped at the chance to come back and
work here again with Mick Harford.”

The manager can understand his
captain’s affection for the club. “It gets in
your blood,” said Harford. “Kevin has a
fantastic rapport with the supporters. He
has a fantastic rapport with the new
people, the new board.

"When | was here with Joe Kinnear, my
first words to Joe were, ‘If we sign Kevin
Nicholls, we’'ll get promotion’. And when
we signed Kevin first time round we did
get promoted. Last year we spent weeks
and months talking to Preston about

“THE FIVE YEARS | HAD HERE WERE THE BEST OF MY CAREER.
| WAS ADORED BY THE FANS AND | ADORED THEM BACK"

L
B owsions 707,

KEVIN NICHOLLS 9

bringing Kevin back. His influence has
been massive this season.”

By turning his back on Preston, Nicholls
also turned his back on Championship
football, and Championship wages. "Yes,
| took a pay cut, and | waived certain
things,” he adds. “But money doesn‘t
make you happy, does it? Well, it wasn't
making me happy. Playing football was
going to make me happy, and playing
football where | could enjoy myself.

"The lowest point of my career was
leaving Luton. | left because the people
who were in charge of the club were
messing about with contracts. | wanted
to stay and finish my career here. It
wasn’t about money - the money could
have stayed the same. | had a year left
on my contract, I'd just captained the
side to two promotions and 10th place in
the Championship, and they couldn't sort
out a contract. But | never wanted to
leave this football club.”

Nicholls’ problems in the wilderness
years were exacerbated by the sudden
departure of the two managers who
signed him - first Kevin Blackwell at »

2009



KEVIN NICHOLLS

Leeds, then Paul Simpson at Preston —
who were both sacked nine games into
successive seasons.

Dennis Wise quickly recognised Nicholls*
leadership, his drive and enthusiasm,
qualities he shares with his role model,
Roy Keane. Wise made him Leeds captain,
but the two soon fell out amid stories of
training-ground bust-ups. Nicholls
continues to keep his own counsel on
those dark days at Elland Road.

“I didn’t really like who | was working
with, if you know what | mean,” Nicholls
says cryptically. “I'm outspoken, but that
doesn’t mean I'm always right. But it just
didn’t work out and | wanted to leave in
the summer. Someone got hold of that and
twisted it: ‘He wants to go back to Luton,’
they said. Which wasn't true; not straight

away. But | would have £
gone back, | won't lie. »\% s =
But those chapters have et N

hopefully closed. I've moved i
on, Leeds have moved on.”

It was altogether more amicable
at Preston. “Alan Irvine was brilliant.
He explained that | was going to be
a bit-part player, which | could handle, -
I was 29; | wasn't really going to be in
his plans if he played 4-4-2. He knew
how important it was for me to play
football, and he helped me.

“He said, ‘I know where you want to go,
and you don’t want to go anywhere else,

carornt
ety

B . he would like, and occasionally

{17

do you?’ And | said, ‘No. Even if someone
else in the Championship or League 1
comes in for me, | wouldn’t want to go
to them’. I'd made up my mind.”

Harford invited Nicholls to play in a
Legends match against the 1988 League
Cup-winning team at the end of last
season. Nicholls felt privileged and wanted.
“I've still got the shirt from that game.”

To further underline his commitment,
he arranged for his children, Kaylea,
aged eight, and three-year-old Kevin jnr,
to be mascots for his first game back,
against Port Vale. “It was a hard thing
to do,” he says. “I'm getting a bit
emotional now just talking about it, but
| wanted to show | was doing the right
thing. Even though we lost | will always
remember that occasion, and I'll cherish
that my kids were there.”

However, it has not been the

homecoming Nicholls had hoped for. It
A, has been a season dominated by injuries

and periods of rehabilitation and he
i A only recently regained a starting place
- following a hamstring problem. He is
talking in the treatment room,
" where he has spent more time than

A bends down to touch wood.
“Kevin just wants to play
football,” Harford adds. “He's been so
% frustrated. He's been uptight,
Y he’s been on edge; now he's back

IN LOVE WITH LUTON AND WHEN
FINISH PLAYING I'LL BE A FAN. TH

]
HOW IMPORTANT THE C

o e
IS TO ME

and he’s the life and soul of the party.”
Nicholls says: “I've been to quite a lot
of the games this season, but | didn't go
to some, that's how frustrating it has
been. You end up not being so nice to
people close to you, as my wife Kay will
tell you.'It's been tough because all |
wanted to do when | came back to this
club was play football and help them.”

It will be unfortunate if Nicholls is not
leading out the team today. Nine years
ago, despite playing in the last half-
dozen league games of the season, he
was left out of the Wigan team who
reached the Division Two Play-Off Final at
Wembley, where they lost to Gillingham
after extra-time. “That was a hard pill to
swallow.” The following year he put
Wigan ahead in another play-off semi-
final, only for Reading to score twice in
the last four minutes and end a second
dream of a final appearance.

At 30, this is his big chance on the big
stage. “It'll be a privilege if | get to lead the
team out at Wembley. I'm in love with
Luton, and when | finish playing I'll be a fan.
That's how important the club are to me.”*
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Luton Town v Scunthorpe United

statutory retirement age, he will be retained
next season. All of which is a far ery from

/ 07, when he suffered his horrific
injuries in as bizarre an incident on the
pitch as could be imagined.

In the opening minutes of Derby County’s
2-0 victory over Leeds United at Pride Park
on the final day of the 2006-07 season, he
collided with Seth Johnson, the Derby
midfield player. Like many an opponent who
has felt the full force of a Johnson challenge,

ey crumpled.
When vou see it, it looks so innocuous.
At first, I thought I was just winded, but
I quickly realised it was quite bad. I got
taken off on a stretcher and got a round
of applause. Some of the fans were
u're not fit to referee!’ and
sn't. I suppose I can see the
that now.
in intensive care for five days and
in hospital for a fortnight. For six months, I
had to sleep sitting up with cushions. 1
hardly slept. Ten months after, I was still
seeing a Harley Street specialist and getting
painkilling injections in my spine.”
Crossley, 48 and from Kent, had endured
major physical sethacks before. A ruptured
Achilles tendon ended his playing career as
footballer, as a “robust
and instead of haranguing referees
would occasionally tell them what I felt” —
he joined them. “I wanted to try to keep fit.”

At 30, he was a late-starter and it took ten years to work his way to the
League list, as an assistant referee. Two i ater, he was promoted to
the middle and, four years ago, he narrowly missed elevation to the elite
group. “I was bitterly disappointed,” he said. “No one likes to feel a failure
but I've just carried on doing the best I can.”

He doubles up as manager of the market abuse team at the London Stock
Exchange, carrying out surveillance of the trading practices. A month ago, in his

job, he revisited Pride Park — for the first time since that fateful day
rge of Derby County draw with Swansea City.

“T got there early, went and stood on the spot where it happened and
scuffed the grass a bit. I got it out of my mind, concentrated and got
on with the game. I don't get any discomfort now, the pain is a distant
memory. I suppose I've laid the ghost. It's closure.”

I certainly

WORDS RUSSELL KEMPSON, THE TIMES

s Phil Crossley lay in his hospital bed, still groggy and in excruciating
pain from nine broken ribs and nerve damage, it occurred to him
that his career might be ¢ And as the weeks habilitation
turned into months and almost a year, it became a recurring theme,

a dreaded thought. He might never blow the whistle again.

“Those were dark days,” Crossley recalled. “I had a few bad moments
when I thought I'd never come back. My progress was so slow. But I'm a
stubborn so-and-so and 1 was determined to give myself every
chance to get back. When I passed my fitnes at the start of this
season, it gave me a great sense of personal achievement.”

To return to action in The Football League was good enough; to be
appointed to today’s final left him ov ed. “Wembley is the icing on
the cake,” he said. He has since learned that although he has reached the

r possible
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Making you
look good
on paper...
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Dave Whelan, 18 April 1999

he first time I'd been back to Wembley since
king my leg as a player with Blackburn Rovers in
the 1960 FA Cup Final and Wigan's first time there
since I became chairman. It brought back a lot uel
memories but it also went a long way towards making up for
what happened to me there in 1960 because it was an
absolutely fantastic day with our midfield player, Paul
Rogers (pictured above left), scoring the winner from just
outside the box in stoppage time. It looked like being a 0-0
stalemate and 1 thought extra-time was looming. But then
he took the chance so well and we all went barmy.

1 was so proud to step out on the Wembley turf again,
to pick up the trophy and bring it back to Wigan. Ray
Mathias was in his first season as manager and did a
good job on no resources. It was a dream to go from a
complete wreck like Springfield Park to Wembley and
we were nearly there again a month later but lost to
Manchester City in the play-off semi-fi That win
was a lovely step on our way to the Premier League and
the competition is an opportunity for lower-

league clubs to get to Wembley and give the
supporters and the town something to remember.
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Jackson Building Centres Ltd | Rowland Road | Scunthorpe | DN16 1ST | Tel: 01724 280028

For more detail please visit our website at www.jacksonbc.co.uk, or give us a call!
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ot many goalkeepers mark their
Premiership debut by saving a penalty
from one of England’s leading strikers
with their very first touch. But that
was Joe Murphy’s achievement when he made
his bow in the top flight for West Brom against
Liverpool at Anfield in September 2002.

The Republic of Ireland international had only

joined the Hawthorns club from Tranmere the
previous summer and was on the bench when
Russell Hoult brought down Michael Owen ten
minutes before half-time.

Hoult saw red, Murphy replaced striker Scott
Dobie and immediately grabbed his chance —
literally with both hands — by saving Owen's attempt
from the spot. West Brom's ten men eventually lost
2-0 but Murphy will always remember coming
through a baptism of fire with flying colours against
the team he supported as a boy.

“I knew straightaway I was going on,” he
recalls, “and, in a way, it was a good thing
because I had no time to think about it.

= plmlk PAINT
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GOALKEEPER JOE MURPI

PHY AND

Luckily, I gambled correctly and managed to
keep out the ball. Michael put it to my right
and, to be fair, it was a poor penalty — it wasn’t
anywhere near the corner. If I'd have dived the
other way, it would have been a good penalty.

“In any game, you want your first couple of
touches to be good so it was a great start for me.
Milan Baros and John Arne Riise scored their goals
after the break — the second in the last minute — but
it was a nice experience.” ]

Dublin-born Murphy had

begun his career with

Tranmere as a 15-year-old

and three years later became

one of the youngest keepers

to play at Wembley when Rovers lost

2-1 to Leicester in the 2000 Worthington Cup
Final in front of nearly 75,000 fans. This
afternoon he joins the elite band of footballers to
have appeared at both the old and new stadiums.

“That final was a massive experience for me.

I think I did OK, we were the underdogs but it

was a great day — even though we lost to two
Matt Elliott goals. Wembley is known as the
home of football around the world so, for me,
it'll be great to be able to say that I've played at
both stadiums. My family came over from
Ireland in 2000 and theyll be over again today.”
After making six league appearances for West
Brom - four in the Championship as they achieved

promotion at the first attempt following relegation

from the top flight —
Murphy left for a loan spell
at Walsall before spending
most of the 2005/06 season
at Sunderland without
playing a senior game,
“I was struggling for a club and Mick
MeCarthy, who I knew through my involvement

with the Irish Under-21 side, asked me if I'd like
to join them for a year as cover.

“I jumped at the chance but it didn't work

out. Towards the end of his time there, Mick
did pull me to one side and said I'd be playing »
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| SAVED A PENALTY ON MY DEBUTS
FOR"TRANMERE AND WEST BROM
AND I'VE KEPT OUT ONE OR TWO
IMPORTANT ONES FOR SCUNNY

IN THE LAST THREE SEASONS"
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Murphy thwarts Liverpool’s Michael Owen on his
Premiership debut for West Brom in 2002 and (below)

Joe is beaten by a Matt Elliott header for Leicester in the

2000 League Cup Final at Wembley in his Tranmere days

the week but he got sacked in the
meantime which was unfortunate.”

Murphy rejoined Walsall on loan before
signing for Scunthorpe in the summer of 2006
which proved the prelude to the most consistent
form of his career as the Iron swept to the
League 1 title under Brian Laws and then Nigel
Adkins, himself a former Tranmere keeper.

Murphy selected in the League 1 Team
of the Season and also won the golden glove
award keeping 24 clean sheets — the most
in the division. “We ran a with the title but
I'm not suggesting all the clean sheets were
down to me!” he smiled.

Seunthorpe failed to stay in the Championship

and went do son but as they've
made their v final, another
promotion push from League 1 has been
mounted. Has suceess in the Johnstone's Paint
Trophy been a help or a hindrance?

“If you look at our record since qualifving for

our minds were elsewhere. We're a small club, a
trip to Wembley is so big, it takes a lot of
organisation and there’s a lot of hvpe about it so
I'm sure you can take your eye off the ball.”

And that’s something Murphy is prepared to
own up to after the 1-0 second leg win at
Rotherham. During that game, he made a
by turning a Reuben Reid header

ust after half-time when the tie

crucial sz
onto the b
was gos
thr

“I feel it’s the only l\nul of blip I've had but it

happens to every footballer and I'm always
confident in my ability to regain form because
I've had the experience of playing in the
“hampionship with Tranmere at the age of

“You can accept it more if you make a mistake
and the team wins but it looks worse because we
went on to lose th
beaten 4-2 by Swindon after going 2-0 up, then
I didn’t come for a ball against Southend, they
scored and won 2-0, and then I was at fault for
the first goal at Leeds which we lost 3-2.

“I felt I should have kept out Jermaine
Beckford’s effort but I pushed it onto the post
and it went in. I'm my own worst eritic, I know
I should have done better and I apologised to
the lads in the dressing room afterwards.

three games. We were

Fortunately, my form picked up after that.

“With the manager having 1
goalkeeper, I've always been close to him but
he didn't say anything to me ause he knows
I've got the confi aind it doesn’t affect me
too much. It obviously plays on your mind a

little bit but you've E()f to be bu., and strong
enough to just get on with it.”

While Scunthorpe’s priority this season is
promotion back to the Championship, they're
determined to celebrate r first visit to the
new Wembley with a win. The four vital
stoppage-time s in the first three rounds of
the competition are seen as lucky omens and
should today’s final end in a nerve-jangling
shoot-out, Iron supporters know they’ll have the
pm et stopper between the posts.

won a few games in the last minute
with Paul Hayes having the knack of scoring in
stoppage time,” added the 27-year-old. “After
his goal against Tranmere, we felt our name was
on the trophy — we've had a feeling that we're
going to go all the way.

“Although I saved a penalty on my debuts for
Tranmere and West Brom and I've kept out one
or two important ones for Scunny in the last three
seasons, | feel more comfortable with a shoot-out
rather than a one-off spot-kick in a game. But
hopefully, it won't come to that today.”*

D.OB
2008/09 CLEAN SHEETS

PAINT
JOHNSTONES 5551447

HE LOVE BUG?

Chlamydia Testing /Kits for 15-24 Year Olds

\

For your FREE avixcuer
Postal Testing Kit call:

01724 846200
or

- TEXT ‘COAST
followed by your name
and address to 83010

. ‘¢ ONLINE at
ey www coast lines. nhs uk

Designed and produced by edge interactive Itd. 01652 653800

o il e ooy B




K2GO Supports
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through and through
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View our full range of Kitchens & Bedrooms at

www.k2go.co.uk

Mon to Wed 9.30 - 4.30, Thurs 9.30 - 4.00,
Friday 9.30 - 4.30, Sat 10.00 - 3.00, Sun Closed.

K ooms

01582 670012 unit 1, Humphrys Road,

Woodside Industrial Estate, Dunstable, LU5 4TP.
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his season has seen the launch of a new
campaign by The Football League that
aims to get even more families watching
matches down at their local League club.

The ‘Enjoy the Match’ campaign is
intended to ensure that parents are able to
take their children to matches in a family-
friendly environment by removing abusive
language and aggressive behaviour from the
family areas of stadia.

At each of the 68 participating clubs, family
areas are proactively stewarded to discourage
anti-social behaviour and further the
enjoyment of our young supporters. There is
also prominent signage to remind fans that
they are in a family environment. Many clubs
are also playing a specially recorded message,
recorded using the voices of local children, to
encourage positive support throughout the
match. You'll hear this message being played
prior to the kick-off at today’s match.

= PAINT
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FOOTBALL

Luton Town v Scunthorpe United

The campaign has already had a positive
effect with matchday attendances in family
areas up by 12%. This has generated more than
£1.5m for clubs and has given even more
youngsters a taste of live football and the chance
to begin a lifelong affiliation with their club.

This important aim is recognised by
Football League Chairman Lord Mawhinney.
“Young supporters will be the lifeblood of our
clubs in years to come,” he said. “It is
therefore vitally important that we encourage
more parents to bring their children into our
grounds by creating a vibrant, family-friendly
atmosphere at all matches.”

Enjoy the Match forms part of a wider effort
to encourage more fans to attend
games,Through the ‘Fans of the Future’
initiative, League clubs are providing free or
heavily discounted tickets to the supporters of
tomorrow, with more than 750,000 taking
advantage in the last three seasons.

A FOOTBALL LEAGUE CAMPAIGN

The League has also engaged in a detailed
‘mystery shopper’ exercise at every one of its
72 member clubs,

This independent assessment of the family
experience at each venue took place throughout
the 2007/08 season with the results being
shared with the clubs themselves.

One of the key findings of this survey was that
swearing and abusive language by other
supporters formed a key negative impression on
families at 46% of the 144 games assessed.

The upshot was the introduction of the Enjoy
the Match campaign that fans now benefit from.
Whether or not you're attending the match

with your family, The Football League hopes
you have a great day out at the Johnstone's
Paint Trophy Final and, if yvou are sat with or
near young fans and families, please moderate
your language appropriately.

To find out more about the Enjoy the Match
campaign visit: www.enjoythematch.co.uk.
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? Luton Town

CLUB INFORMATION

FOUNDED: 1885

NICKNAME: HATTERS
CHAIRMAN: NICK OWEN
GROUND: KENILWORTH ROAD
WEBSITE
WWW,LUTONTOWN.CO.UK

HONOURS
LEAGUE CUPS: 1987
SECOND DIVISION CHAMPIO
1981/82
THIRD DIVISION CHAMPIONS:
1936/37

FOURTH DIVISION CHAMPIONS:
1967/68
LEAGUE 2 CHAMPIONS: 2004/05

CARLING CUP: 4vu ROUND
JPT: 2no ROUND

2009

! 21
NONE
Obviously | trained a lot with
Dean when | was at Luton and
he's a good lad and a hard
worker. He hasn't played a lot this
season but when he's been called
upon he's done really well. He's a
good shot-stopper and is always
communicating with the defence.

S0
ON LOAN FROM TOTTENHAM

David has been on the bench for
the last few weeks having been
brought in on loan from
Tottenham after Lewis Price went
back to Derby. He has just turned
20 and is progressing well after
leaving youth-team football. Has
also played for England U19s.

CLAUDE C

2 AGE 25
35 GOALS 2
PETERBOROUGH

Claude is a very versatile player
who can play at centre-half and
right-back as well as in midfield.
He’s even played up front this
season in the earlier rounds of the
Johnstone’s Paint Trophy! He's
quick and strong and brings
something different to the team.
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SWINDON TOWN

Experienced, clever and a real
steady Eddy. Sol’s been a great
servant for the club and a terrific
asset at left-back. Strong in
defence and dangerous when

he goes forward, linking up well
with whoever plays in front of
him down the left flank.

ASAFU-ADJAYE

Ed is only a young lad who has

i| broken into the team this season.

| He's a quiet boy but a very honest
competitor. Playing in defence, he is
perhaps not the tallest player on the
pitch, but he certainly makes up for
it with an abundance of skill. A clever

| player who reads the game well.

PAINT
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Another solid,
experienced campaigner.
You will always get 100
per cent from him. lan
was injured in the home
leg of the Area Final with
Brighton so it will be
unfortunate if injury
forces him to miss out on
a Wembley appearance
this afternoon.

Luton Town

PLAYER PROFILES &3
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PLAYER PROFILES

SELEX Galileo would like to wish
Luton Town Football Club
success in the
Johnstone’s Paint Trophy Final

Came in on loan with Chris Martin
from Norwich and has had a very good
season. Michael can play either a
right-back, in the middle of
and has also been used in midfield this
| season. International recognition with
Ireland Under-21s shows he has a
bright future and is very capable.

Further on.

SELEX Galileo is a leader in surveillance, protection, tracking, targeting, navigation & control and
imaging systems, and employs over 7,000 people in the UK, Italy and the United States.

At our state-of-the-art facility in Capability Green, Luton, we are currently recruiting for specialised
engineering and procurement roles and for our award winning graduate scheme.
For more information please go to www.selexgalileo.com

At SELEX Galileo we encourage all of our people to reach their full potential, achieved through
development opportunities, international working and collaboration. Our employees are recognised
for the value they bring to the Company and we encourage innovation, accepting tough challenges,
new ideas and developing new technologies to maintain our competitive edge.

LEWIS EMANUEL

NO:11 AGE 25
APPS 79 GDALS 5
LUB BRADFORD CITY

Another player who has spent too
much time on the treatment table
this season after having an
operation on his knee. Formerly
at Bradford City, he is a really
powerful player with an
unbelievable shot in his
thunderbolt left boot.

GEORGE PILKINGTON
NO.6 AGE 27

13 GOALS 0

REV CLUB PORT VALE

George has suffered from injuries
this season and that's been a
blow to Mick Harford because
George was probably Luton's best
player before getting injured.
When | left the club he was out
again and it's a big plus that
he's back in time for the Final.

Customer Intimacy - Our People - Integrity - Diversity - Innovation

A)

§: | Y SELEX GHLILED
7 FINMECCANICA

www.selexgalileo.com




86 Luton Town

MIDFIELDERS -

533

3 & PRESTON NORTH END
The club captain has had several
untimely injuries this season and
has only just regained his place.
Went to Leeds and Preston but
came back for a second spell with
Luton and is a massive part of the
team. The fans absolutely love him
and are always chanting his name.

i NONE

It seems that Keith has been at
the club for years even though
he's still a relative youngster. A bit
of a hard man which every team
needs. His best position might be
in defence but he's been playing
in the holding role and will do a
job wherever he's asked to play.

2009

| NORWICH
One of the flair players in the
Luton team, Rossi takes most of
the corners and free-kicks as well
as having a wonderful ability to
pick out a pass. He's only young
and is an exciting looking player
who certainly has a bright future
ahead of him in the game.

Asa has a knack for scoring goals from
midfield, which is something every
manager wants from that department.
Alongside his scoring ability, he is very
good in the air and offers the Hatters an
aerial threat. Very dangerous at set-plays,
he’s one of many young players at the
club that continue to shine.

HOWELLS

Another youngster who
has broken into the team,
Jake started off the season
really well and a lot of
scouts were watching him.
Lost his place when some
of the more established
players returned but has
great potential and certainly
shown Mick Harford what
he is capable of.

PAINT
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\LS 0
PREV CLUB NONE
Jordan became Luton’s youngest
ever player when he made his
professional debut as a substitute
against Grimsby in October last
year. A great athelete, the
teenager has already shown his
potential and the club have high
hopes for this local boy's future.
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MARTIN

Another who adds to the Norwich
connection at Kenilworth Road, Chris
has scored some important goals this
season. He's fast, mobile and has a
good eye for a pass or shot. Has
developed throughout his loan spell
and will return to Carrow Road a
better player for his experience.

MCVEIGH

Formerly with Tottenham
and Norwich, Paul has not
been able to win a regular
place this season, but with
his skill and intelligence on
the ball he always poses a
threat. With someone of his
ability on the bench, he will
always provide Luton with
something different if

PLAYER PROFILES sz

Signed permanently in January
after a loan spell from
Middlesbrough and has been
banging in the goals ever since.
Tom has really good control and
the ability to take defenders on.
He's a bit of a fox in the box and
that’s what you need at any level.

Ryan is one for the future as far as
Luton are concerned. He has
mostly been used as a substitute
this season but has terrific
potential and is a good finisher.
He won't feature today though,
after being sent to Kettering Town
on a short-term loan last week.

things need to be changed.

10

IPSWICH TOWN
What can | say about Sam? The
club loaned him out earlier in the
season to Leyton Orient but he
came back and is a superb target
man, allowing team-mates to play
off him. He's been at a lot of
teams and uses that experience
and knowledge to good effect.
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Keith Andrews, 30 March 2008

From the moment we arrived at the stadium there from the spot at the same end in the first half. But at the

L ” was a fantastic atmosphere and the supporters made same time 1 had confidence in my own : ability and the
L it such a special day for us. repetition of what you do in training pays dividends. To blast

Leading the team out at Wembley Stadium was an it is the easy way out, you have to trust your technique,
absolute dream, not m: any people get to do that. Just There was a thought in my mind to do that but I decided
playing there is special, but there's no point being at to pick my spot and fortunately the kee per went the other
Wembley and not winning so we went all guns blazing to way. It put us in charge and seven minutes later Sean
try and get the win and fortun: tely we did. O’Hanlon made the game safe with a header.

If I said I wasn't nervous about t: iking the penalty I'd be When vou win it's goosebumps all over - it's a
lying, especially as our go: ilkeeper Willy Gueret had saved moment I'll never forget for the rest of my life.

Experience the real Wembley
Touch the replica FA Cup
Hear the crowd roar as you

0844 800 2755
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Come on you

Hatters!

Capital Manor IFA Ltd

17 Manor Road, Caddington, Luton. LU1 4EE

Investments, Pensions, Wills,
Mortgages, Protection Products,
Personal Insurance & Household Insurance

For more details on any of these services, or
to arrange a free, no obligation financial
review, please contact Martin & Des on:

01582 414514 or 01582 414636

mpitkeathly@capitalmanor.co.uk
| deslee@capitalmanor.co.uk

=) www.capitalmanor.co.uk

We normally do not charge a fee for mortgage advice,
however a fee paying option is available.
Our typical fee is £250.

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up
repayments on your mortgage.

CapitaI_Manor IFA Ltd is an Appointed Representative of Personal Touch Financial Services Ltd, which is
authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. Company registration number 4692802,
Registered in England & Wales

The Financial Services Authority does not regulate will writing.
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INTERVIEW MEL HENDERSON

Luton Town v

Hats off
to Hatters

BURY BOSS ALAN KNILL KNOWS ALL ABOUT LUTON
AFTER FACING THEM TWICE THIS SEASON. HERE, HE
GIVES HIS VERDICT ON THE HATTERS' TACTICS

( L0

»n play what | call a proper 4-3-3
system. It's not 4-5-1 in disguise because
they have three out-and-out strikers in Chris
Martin, Sam Parkin and Tom Craddock, and
they are definitely far more offensive than
defensive in their outlook.

They have impressed me this season and
we have had two tough games with them.
We lost 2-1 at our place in October and
even though we reversed the scoreline at
Kenilworth Road at the end of January, we
were 1-0 down at half-time and mightily
relieved to come away with all three points.

| know manager Mick
Harford very well - | S
was his assistant at
Rotherham four years
ago — and even though
Luton are the outsiders
| think they have a
decent chance today. Knowing Mick, he
won't worry too much about the opposition
but will want his team to go forward and
enjoy the game, and Scunthorpe definitely
won’t have it all their own way. Mick is
tactically aware and | can honestly see Luton
giving a very good account of themselves.

Kevin Nicholls is a key player for them. He is
the main leader, the one who drives the
team forward and organises. He's a steady
influence from his holding
role in midfield, offering real
protection to the back four,
and when we played Luton
he sat there and organised
everything. It's an important
area for any side and
Nicholls does the job better
than most at this level.

Once he is on the ball, he
wastes no time in getting
his team quickly into their
stride going forward.

Another important player
in that regard is Kevin

PAINT
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Gallen, who is clever and effective in his
role behind the front men, but misses out
today because he is cup-tied.

However, Luton have other assets to call
upon and breaking swiftly allows them to
make the best of Chris Martin and Tom
Craddock. Both can be very dangerous
coming in from wide positions to support
the centre-forward and teams facing Luton
need to know where those two are because
they use them a lot. They see a great deal
of the ball because they tend to be the
usual outlets as they break up opposition

attacks and launch
forward at pace.
Scunthorpe’s front
men have shown what
they can do - their
" records compare with
the best - but Luton
have resilience and ability in defence. George
Pilkington, who played a lot of games for
Port Vale and captained their side, is a very
decent central defender at this level and he
won'’t be fazed in any way. He's recently
returned after a lengthy spell out through
injury and if fit he could be a key man.
Like Martin, Michael Spillane is on loan
from Norwich and has played in
defence and midfield this season. I'm
not surprised Mick has
made use of his versatility.
Spillane is quite
comfortable on the ball and
has a lot of energy that he
puts to good use going
forward, which Luton'’s
formation allows him to do.
Both full-backs are
encouraged to overlap.
From what | have seen,
Spillane links well with
Craddock and Luton Town
offer plenty of threat down
the right flank.

orpe United TACTICS 91

Luton forward Chris Martin
provides a crucial outlet in
attack, with Michael Spillane
(left) part of the supply line
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ill it be the Hatters or the Iron who

are cheering at the end of today’s

Johnstone’s Paint Trophy Final?

We'll have to wait and see. What's
already certain though, is that there's a very
exciting year ahead of events in 2009 at
Wembley Stadium.

The world’s oldest cup competition, The FA
Cup reaches its final stages at Wembley with a
weekend of semi-final action on 18 and 19 April.

First up it's an all London semi-final
between Arsenal, in their first trip to the new
Wembley, against Chelsea, winners of the first
FA Cup Final at the new stadium. The next
day sees an all North West semi-final as
Manchester United, hoping to stay on track
for an unprecedented quintuple of trophies
take on Everton, who last won the FA Cup
in 1995 — against Manchester
United at Wembley.

The two finalists will then return
to Wembley to battle it out for the
Cup on Saturday 30 May.

The players and fans of the teams
competing in the FA Vase and FA
Trophy competitions will be hoping to
emulate the success of Luton or
Scunthorpe by making it to Wembley in
a weekend of Finals in early May and
hopefully getting their hands on their own
piece of Wembley silverware.

The Coca-Cola Football League season
will then comes to an exhilarating finale
as six teams battle it out on the pitch at
Wembley for the glory of promotion in
the Play-Off Finals. While there will
be elation for some and heartbreak

= . PAINT
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Luton Town v Scunthorpe United WEMBLEY EVENTS

for others, it's certain to be a fantastic bank
holiday weekend of football for all.

This year of course is a very important year
for international football as England hope to
book their place in the 2010 World Cup in
South Africa. England fans will be hoping to do
the double over Croatia in this qualifying
campaign and avenge painful memories of
missing out on the 2008 European
Championships. Fabio Capello’s England play
qualifiers at Wembley in 2009 against Ukraine,
Andorra, Croatia and then Belarus with
friendlies against Slovakia and Slovenia.

Then it's the turn of the oval ball in August
when Rugby League takes cenre stage with the
Challenge Cup Final and American football
crosses the pond, returning to Wembley for its
third successive year with a regular season game
between the Tampa Bay Buccaneers and the New
England Patriots. When tickets went on sale
70,000 were sold out within 24
s, hours showing the appetite over
here for American football
remains as strong as ever.

Of course, at Wembley, the
music events are just as big as
the sports events and there’s an
impressive twelve nights of
concerts from some of the biggest
artists in the world already lined up
this summer. Rock band AC/DC are up
first and then, after an amazing
comeback that has rocketed them to the
heights of superstardom, Take That take
to the Wembley stage for what has
become the fastest selling UK tour of
all time. Next up its Oasis followed

A

Wembley leads the way

HOW THERE'S MUCH MORE TO WEMBLEY STADIUM THAN JUST FOOTBALL

by U2 and then Coldplay who will be joined
on stage by Jay-Z and Girls Aloud.

Wembley is a stadium for the big games and
the icing on the cake was the recent
announcement by UEFA that Wembley Stadium
has been chosen to host the 2011 Champions
League Final, beating off tough competition
from Germany’s Allianz Arena and
Olympiastadion. The decision is fantastic news
for London and the UK and confirms
Wembley’s place alongside the very best
football stadiums in the world. 2011 will see the
Champions League Final return to the UK for
the first time since 2003 when AC Milan
defeated Juventus at Old Trafford, and to
Wembley Stadium for the first time since 1992,
when Barcelona beat Sampdoria in the
European Cup Final during the season before
the competition became the Champions League.

So whether it’s Luton or Scunthorpe who
are glorious today, there is plenty more action
ahead to come from Wembley this year and
we hope to see you there. *

APHIL 2009
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

TITLE SPONSORS

OFFICIAL PARTNERS
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LIVE BRDADCAST PARTNER rom their position at the heart of the Joe Hart (Shrewsbury Town), Arser

professional game, Football League clubs Walcott (Swindon Town and Southampton),
are ma :ntial contribution to Everton's Dan Gosling (Plymouth Argyle) and

- e g g . communities throughout the country, Aston Villa's Ashley Young (Watford). The Football League Trust towards community
S'(Y I S both on and off the pitch Away from the pitch, The Football League schemes across the country. Further

The Football League Trust was formed in Trust is also helping clubs to build on their announcements later in the year will confirm which
2007 to oversee the work being done by clubs commitment to their local communities. This clubs have achieved silver and gold status, with
through their Community and Youth includes new incentivised funding arrangements  further funding being provided at each level.

opments departments. This involve that will see clubs with more developed The Football League Trust is also developing a
managing funding strategies in both areas, community programmes receiving a greater number of national community projects to be
including existing arrangements — such as the share of central funding. delivered locally by co ity programmes at
OFFICIAL SUPPLIERS BROADCAST PABTNERS OFFICIAL LICENSEES annual m'-mtributiu of £4 million tl_)W:dI‘( / ly, 66 of The ]J;‘ilgl. S clubs have been X League clubs. These include, for example, the

community programmes and £5.4 million for awarded bronze status, entitling them to a grant of
Youth Development from the Premier League £24,000 as part of £1.72 million being pledged by / proj 'ARF (Schoals, Citizenship,
as well as searching for new sc of financial Anti-racism & Football).
Mitre BBC Local Radio Eidos — Championship Manager support from the public and private sector. ; & e The most recently announced project is a new

P Ll ! M League clubs are already feeling the benefit . vartnership with the Duke of Edinburgh’s
Nicotinell BBC Radio Five Live Panini with improved levels of central funding in both . — ) f‘\wnrd. So far, 17 clubs have been accredited to
Puma CSl Sports ProgrammeMaster ar On the youth development front, The B T deliver the award, with the aim being to double
Football League Trust has been able to raise o this number next season.
levels of grant funding from £138,000 to > P N Dave Edmundson, General Manager of The
Thomas Cook Sport Independent. Radio News Sporting 10 £180,000 per club. ’ " : Ll / > Football League Tru i an innovative

This extra funding will help League clubs . o . "% and ground-breaking partnership for both ourselves
Sports TV with the important work they do to identify, : = s : and the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. As a result,
talkSPORT train and educate the young players of the < T, € more young people will be engaged in the Award
future. Already, around 50 per cent of players \ thanks to the power of football and, in turn,
called up for England duty, across all age g ‘ . communities will feel benefit through the
" contribution made by these young people.”
“We will also be getting professional

REAL FOO ] BALL REAL FANS talents that began their careers with League ot ' B - players down to the estates to gi /
| : re making their mark at the very highest e 3 7 ! match tickets, which will be a great incentive

for youngsters to get involved.”

Kia Motors ITV Sport EA SPORTS

The New Football Pools FL Interactive Sega - Football Manager 2008

www. football-league. co. uk
B pesores 701




uton to Wembley may only be 31
miles on the map but Claude
. Gnakpa, the Hatters’ attacking
"W full-back, has taken the long road
to today’s showpiece occasion.
Since leaving his home town Marseille

as a 14-year-old with dreams of becoming

a footballer, Gnakpa's journey has
included four different countries, taking
him across the Pyrenees, the Alps and
finally the Channel for his arrival in

English football in 2007. Little wonder the

25-year-old Frenchman is moved to utter
"0oh, la, la” as he looks forward to his
first trip to Wembley.

“A good day” is what he envisages but
first the route there. It started at the
“football school at Montpellier” where

Gnakpa spent four formative years having

said goodbye to his family home and
bedroom with a picture of Chris Waddle
- a boyhood hero of this Olympique
Marseille fan - on the wall. “It was a very
important experience, | was far from my
family and I grew up a lot there,” he
recalls. Thus began a learning curve that
continued with his transfer to Spanish
club Racing Santander.

“The lesson was to keep the ball,” he said

of life in Santander. "Technically | learned a
lot and tactically, too. It is very different
from in England. Here when you have the
ball in defence, the strikers press you. In
Spain, when you receive the ball the striker
puts no pressure on you but then you give
the ball to the midfield and suddenly the
game speeds up and it is quicker.”

o — CLAUDE GNAKPA
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On Claude Nine

CLAUDE GNAKPA HAS CLOCKED UP THE MILES ON THE ROAD TO WEMBLEY

WORDS SIMON HART, NEWS OF THE WORLD

At Racing he counted Liverpool’s Yossi
Benayoun among his team-mates and
tasted European football in the 2003
Intertoto Cup. “I spent two great seasons
there but most of my time | was on
the bench so | moved on to Deportivo
Alaves. But | was young and
inexperienced and there were a lot of
players in front of me again so | played
mainly with the reserves.”

After Alaves’ relegation, he accepted a
move to the Swiss second division with
Vaduz, a club from the tiny principality of
Liechtenstein but “it was not what | was
looking for". Hence his landing in
England where after a short stop at
Swindon Town he enjoyed a successful
trial with Peterborough United - the cue
for a productive 2007/08 campaign which
brought 28 league appearances as Posh
won promotion from League 2.

A failure to agree a new contract

prompted last summer's switch to
Kenilworth Road. “It was difficult because |
was happy with the fans, the manager, the
players but the offer they gave me was not
what | thought I should get.” From
high-flying Posh to a guaranteed uphill
battle with a Luton Town side who kicked
off the campaign with a 30-point deficit.
Yet Gnakpa believes things are finally

looking up for Mick Harford’s men. “We
had a lot of problems to build a team

at the start of the season, now the team
are ready,” he said.

Playing wide, either at full-back or in
midfield, he looks to use his pace to get
forward and provide crosses just as Waddle
- who ranks alongside Basile Boli and Jean-
Pierre Papin as an all-time favourite for the
former Stade Velodrome regular — used to.
“Sometimes when | am on the team coach,
I look for their result on my mobile and
start to sing the Marseille songs.”

Luton fans will be hoping to hear him
in good voice at the final whistle today. +
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Maxet House

Managing a small business can
sometimes feel like you are running in
circles. Juggling accounts, organising
meetings and hiring staff. Not to
mention the important task of marketing
your company and gaining new business.

At least some things are simple - Maxet
House can help you ease your cash flow
and solve your office problems. One
monthly payment, no long term
contract and all the facilities to

Luton centre location
Fully furnished offices
On site parking

Full reception service

Kitchen facilities

- Small meeting rooms
- Large boardrooms

- Break out areas

Mail & copy facilities

MAXET HOUSE

Maxet House
Liverpool Road . Luton . LU1 1RS

Other locations: Stevenage . Tring . Bristol

.
-
— -

www.maxethouse.com




Some fantastic f..ami!y filmsicoming vour way:
Coraline and Night at the Museum 2

Coraline 8 May

The story of a young girl who unlocks a mysterious door ;
in her new home, and enters into an adventure in a parallel
reality. On the surface, this other world eerily mimics her
own life - though much more fantastical. In it, Coraline
encounters such off-kilter inhabitants as the morbidly |
funny Miss Forcible and Miss Spink, and a counterfeit |
mather - who attempts to keep her. Ultimately, Coraline
must count on her resourceflilness, determination,
and bravery to get back home.

CERT |

ill your summer with these blockbusters: X-Men: Origins Wolverine,

Night af the Museum 2 22 May

In the sequel, the Museum of Natural History is closed
down for upgrading and the exhibits are put into
storage at the Federal Archives in Washington, D.C. Amy
Adams will play an undetermined historical figure who
has a crush on security guard Larry. Family comedy
starring Ben Stiller, Ricky Gervais and Owen Wilson,

Star Trek, Terminator Salvation and Transformers

WWw.myvue.com for more detalls 037

40 book now

Use these vouchers and get £1.50 OFf an adult ticket and 75p off a child ticket. Valid until June 30th 2009,

OFF YOUR NEXT'VIS

! e Condton . “Ondy vl o s g e e e

OURNEXTVISIT'
epphy.

R R ——y

OFF YOUR NEXT VISIT®

OFF YOUR

| T & Condition mpply. “Ouly

VECQ | { \ A

WORDS LAWRIE MADDEN

__ remember, culminating in his first

| appearance at Wembley today. Itis a

| busy time for the ever-present
Scunthorpe midfielder who hopes to have been
on World Cup duty with Northern Ireland in
their two home games with Poland and Slovenia
before flying back to link-up with his team-
mates to prepare for this afternoon’s showpiece.

Victory over Luton would be the latest upturn in
a roller-coaster career that has seen MeCann enjoy
his fair share of highs and lows. The highs include
signing for West Ham United and playing alongside
the likes of Joe Cole and Michael Carrick.

The lows have been just as significant for the
28-year-old and include those times when he
has been omitted from Ireland squads and when
he found it difficult to settle at previous club
Barnsley. “I didn't do as well at Barnsley as I
should have done and 1 was disappointed with
my form,” he says.

Reflecting on the good and bad times as he
looks ahead to displaying his ball-playing skills
on the hallowed turf, McCann adds: “Wembley

?Eﬁ rant McCann is planning on a week to

Scunthorpe United GRANT McCANN 99

Cann he kick |

is something you will remember for the rest of
your life and you don't want to flop on the big
stage. As a kid I played for Lisburn youth in
Belfast alongside Aaron Hughes, David Healy
and Gareth McAuley. Harry Redknapp was
there watching one day and contacted Aaron
and me to come over to West Ham.

“I went to Upton Park but Aaron chose to go
to Newcastle instead. It was hard at West Ham,
competing for a place in central midfield with
Carrick and Cole. When Glenn Roeder came in
as Redknapp’s
replacement in May 2001 “WE WILL

I played the first five or DAY FOR 1 E R

six games of the next S aFAA
season bist then 1 scored  LIVES. YOU
anowngoalinagameat FLOP ON T
Blackburn which we lost
~-1. It was a freak, a cross came in and I swung
my left foot at it and missed. It hit my right foot
and flew into the top corner. You couldn’t do it
again if you tried.”

But since then, the Belfast-born player, who
after a couple of loan spells, signed a permanent

t?

MAININ

deal with Cheltenham in 2003, later helping
them to success in the League 2 Play-Off Final
at the Millennium Stadium in 2006, has proved
adept at scoring at the right end of the pitch.
This season he reached a total of seven by the
middle of March - all of them free-kicks.
Splendid goals have become somewhat of a
forte for McCann, as he explains: “For some
reason tap-ins don't come my way. 1 always look
at where the keeper is when I take a free-kick. Tt
can be difficult if the wall creeps closer but as
long as I can hit the target
R THIS 1 fancy myself scoring.”
AE NIIR Hebelieves he can be
OF OUR influential again today.

RIPT WIAD T
ON'T WAN TTO “The game will be won
' BIG STAG F"  andlostin midfield. Both

teams have good strikers
and it’s up to the midfielders to supply them. It's a
big pitch, which hopefully will suit us because we
get the ball down and pass it around and we have
pace in the side. We will probably go into the game
as favourites but Luton have done well this year and
it's a cup final, so anyone can win on the day.”*
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ood Luck to Mick Harford&thelHatters!
2008/9 Johnstone’s PaintilrophyiFinalists

PLASTERBOARD
SYSTENMS

Plastering - Suspended Ceilings
Drylining - Acrylic Rendering
METSEC - Insulation Systems

Screeding - Resin Flooring

01582722060 f. 01582722040 e. info@macsplasterboards.co.uk

www.macsplasterboards.co.uk

upportinglourlocal team at Wembley'

Andnextseasonjno matter what...

Luton Town v Scunthorpe United

Cadlisie United |
Swansea City 2 -
- =

N

s,
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Roberto Martinez, 2 April 20006

First and foremost, it's a big football oecasion and through Adebayo Akinfenwa though and I think it could be
it's a final you want to get into. You're still in the the same this time around today - a closely fought encounter.

Scunthorpe and Luton are in different divisions as the teams

middle of the season and you have your aims in the

league but it's a day you can really go out and enjoy. The were in 2006 and we had to work very hard for the trophy.
fans feel the same way as well, it's a great day out for them. | The division status will count for nothing on the day.

The fact that it was in Cardiff was great for us as well. 1's
the Welsh capital and it was nice to go back to Swansea with

I came on as a substitute that day, having played in every the trophy. The fans enjoyed winning some silverware in
round, and enjoyed every minute on the pitch and to be part Cardiff and it was a special day all round. It will always be
of a winning side is always a great feeling. The match was a remembered fondly here and will forever be a part of
tight affair and after we took an early lead, Carlisle equalised | this football club. To make history is always magical "

just before half-time. We managed to score a late winner | and occasions like this enable you to do that.

And it's a unique experience that can only help as you try
and push on in the league.
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ROUND ONE
SOUTHERN SECTION

Aldershot Town 2-2 Swindon Town
(Swindon win 7-6 on penalties)
Bournemouth 3-0 Bristol Rovers

Brentford 2-2 Yeovil Town
(Brentford win 4-2 on penalties)
Dagenham & Redbridge 4-2 Barnet
Exeter City 1-2 Shrewsbury Town
Millwall 0-1 Colchester United
Northampton Town 0-1 Brighton & Hove Albion
Southend United 2-4 Leyton Orient

NORTHERN SECTION
Chesterfield Town 2-2 Grimsby Town
(Grimsby win 4-1 on penalties)
Crewe Alexandra 3-0 Macclesfield Town
Hartlepool United 0-3 Leicester City
Leeds United 2-1 Bradford City
Oldham Athletic 1-1 Morecambe
(Morecambe win 5-4 on penalties)

Scunthorpe United 2-1 Notts County
Team: Lillis; Byrne, Pearce, Mirfin (Hooper 81),
Williams (Lea 90); Sparrow, Morris,
McCann (Forte 67), olford; Hayes
Goals: Hayes 90, 9o+2

Stockport County 1-0 Port Vale
Tranmere Rovers 1-0 Accrington Stanley

ROUND TWO
SOUTHERN SECTION

Brighton & Hove Albion 2-2 Leyton Orient
(Brighton win 5-4 on penalties)
Cheltenham Town 1-2 Walsall
Gillingham 0-1 Colchester United
Hereford United 1-2 Swindon Town

Luton Town 2-2 Brentford
Team: Logan; Asafu- (Plummer 46),
Spillane, Worley, Howells; Gnakpa
(McVeigh 88), Hall, Jarvis; Charles (Sinc
Martin.
Goals: Hall 39, Martin 55
(Luton win 4-3 on penalties)

Milton Keynes Dons 0-1 Bournemouth
Peterborough United 0-1 Dagenham & Redbridge
Wycombe Wanderers 0-7 Shrewsbury Town

NORTHERN SECTION
Bury 1-0 Stockport County
Chester City 1-1 Morecambe
(Morecambe win 3-1 on penalties)
Darlington 1-0 Huddersfield Town
Rochdale 2-2 Carlisle United
(Rochdale win 4-3 on penalties)
Rotherham United 4-2 Leeds United

Scunthorpe United 2-1 Grimsby Town
Team: Lillis; By ; irfin,
Williams; Sparrow, Togwell, Morris, Woolford
(Forte 81); Hayes, Hooper (May 90)

Goals: Togwell 38, Morris 42

Tranmere Rovers 1-0 Crewe Alexandra

2009
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Bournemouth 0-1 Colchester United
Brighton & Hove Albion 2-0 Swindon Town
Shrewsbury Town 5-0 Dagenham & Redbridge
Walsall 0-1 Luton Town

Logan; Gnakpa, Roper (Worley 53), Beavan,
Howells (O'Connor 46); Jarvis, Keane, Spillane,
McVeigh; Martin, Craddock (Watson 90).
Jarvis 9o

Darlington 1-0 Bury
Rotherham United 2-0 Leicester City
Scunthorpe United 1-0 Rochdale
Murphy; Byrne, Mirfin, Iriekpen, Lea; Sparrow,
Togwell (Morris 67), McCann, Woolford: Hayes (May 67), Forte (Hurst 72)
Mirfin 9o

Tranmere Rovers 1-0 Morecambe
“% AREA SEMI-FINALS "

Luton Town 1-0 Colchester United
Logan; Asafu-Adjaye, Roper, Spillane, Howells; Gnakpa,
Keane (Beavan 26), Hall,J arvis; Talbot (Martin 75), Andrews (McVeigh 87)
Gnakpa 29

Shrewsbury Town 0-0 Brighton & Hove Albion

Rotherham United 1-1 Darlington

Scunthorpe United 2 Tranmere Rovers 1
Murphy; Wright, Crosby (Pearce 62), Byrne, Williams; Thompson,
Sparrow, Morris, Togwell (Hayes 90); Woolford, May
May 26, Hayes 9o

AREA FINALS

Brighton & Hove Albion 0-0 Luton Town
Logan; Gnakpa, Davis, Asafu-Adjaye, Spillane; Keane, Hall, Jarvis,
Martin; Talbot (Parkin 86), McVeigh (Howells 76)

Luton Town 1-1 Brighton & Hove Albion
Price; Gnakpa, Roper (Hall 25), Spillane (Howells 64),
Davis (Charles 84); Jarvis, Keane, Asafu-Adjaye, Martin; Parkin, Craddock.
Craddock 2

Scunthorpe United 2-0 Rotherham United
Murphy; Byrne, Mirfin, Pearce, Williams; Thompson, Sparrow,
Wright, Woolford; Hayes (Morris 90), Hooper (Forte 81)
Woolford 60, Pearce 67

Rotherham United 0-1 Scunthorpe United
Murphy; Byrne, Pearce, Mirfin, Wright; Thompson (Sparrow 71), Togwell,
McCann, Woolford; Hayes (Morris 86), Hooper (Lansbhury 84)
Hooper 74

PAINT
{J JOHNSTONES TROPHY

Prices correct at time of going to press and specification shown is subject to change without notice. **Model shown is Kia pro_cee'd 1.6 3 @ £13,320 On The Road. Price includes
VAT, number plates, delivery, 12 months VED and Vehicle First Registration fee. Metallic paint option £365 inc. VAT. *Full warranty coverage, 7 years/100,000 miles.

Fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km) for the Kia pro_cee'd range are Extra Urban: 68.9 (4.1) - 48.7 (5.8). Combined: 62.8 (4.5) - 40.4
(7.0). Urban: 52.3 (5.4) - 31.4 (9.0). CO2 emissions are 119 - 166g/Km.

KIA MOTORS

Official Car Supplier

THE FOOTBALL LEAGUE

EXTRA TIME - NO PENALTIES
CEE'D WITH 7 YEAR WARRANTY

Proud supporters of The Football League .
Kia pro_cee'd from £10,995**. For details of your nearest Kia
dealer visit www.kia.co.uk or call 0800 775777.
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When you subscribe to the
ultimate football magazine!
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EMERGENCY PROCEDURE

w Wembley Stadium is an all-seated stadium

— please respect your fellow spectators by
refraining from persistent standing. Please note
that smoking is not permitted anywhere within
Wembley Stadium.

wIn the event of an emergency you will hear a
message over the public address system — please
listen to the message carefully and follow the
instructions of Wembley staff. Evacuation of the
stadium is a last resort and we may ask you to
move from vour immediate area initially.

w Please remain vigilant at all times and report
anything that you consider suspicious to a
member of Wembley staff.

»The use of threatening behaviour, foul or
abusive language is strictly forbidden and will
result in arrest and/or ejection from the ground.
Wembley Stadium may impose a ban from the
ground as a result.

Luton Town v Scunthorpe United

WENMBLEY STADIUM RULES

»The following acts are offences under the
Football (Offences) Act 1991, as amended: the
throwing of any object within the ground
without lawful authority or excuse; the chanting
of anything of an indecent or racist nature; the
entry on to the playing area or any adjacent area
to which spectators are not generally admitted
without lawful authority or excuse.

»w Remember that drinking alcohol in view of the
pitch is a eriminal offence, as is being drunk
anywhere on the premises. CCTV cameras are in
use around and in the ground and WNSL may
itself use, or pass to the police or any event
organiser or other relevant authority, any
recordings for use in any proceedings.

STADIUM REGULATIONS

1 Permission to enter or to remain within the
ground is at the discretion of Wembley
National Stadium Limited (WNSL), any police
officer or authorised steward.

2 WNSL can not be held liable for loss, injury
or damage to persons or property in or around
the ground.

3 WNSL reserves the right to reschedule events
without notice and without liability.

4 If an event is postponed or abandoned, contact
event organisers for refunds.

5 WNSL reserves the right to search any person
trying to enter the ground.

6 Prohibited articles are knives, fireworks, air-
horns, weapons, flares, dangerous or hazardous
items, bottles, laser devices, glass vessels, and any
article that might be used as a weapon,

7 Threatening behaviour, racial abuse,
throwing objects, entry onto the playing area,
and foul or abusive language is forbidden.
Conviction may result in a Banning Order.

8 All persons entering the ground
may only occupy the seat allocated to them.

9 Nobody may stand in any seating area
during play.

10 The obstruction of gangways, exits and
entrances, stairways and like places is
forbidden.

11 Smoking is not permitted.

12 Mobile phones are permitted for private
use only.

13 Drunken behaviour is not permitted in
the ground.

14 Individuals in any part of the ground
designated for the use of any group of
supporters to which they don’t belong may
be ejected.

15 Recording or transmitting equipment is not
permitted in the ground unless licensed.

16 No goods may be offered either free or for
sale by any person within the ground
without WNSL's permission.

17 Tickets are not transferable and may not be
offered for sale without WNSL's permission.

18 CCTV cameras are in use.

19 Persons must comply with steward
instructions.

20 WNSL reserves the right to eject from the
ground any person failing to comply with
any of the Stadium Regulations.
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www.themagazineshop.com/jptfinal - =i |

Or call now on
08456 777 811 quoting JPTO9

Terms and conditions: This is a Direet Debit offer open to new UK subscribers only. Offer is €3 for the first 3 issues followed by paviments of £19.68 every 6 issues therealier, saving 207 on
the cover price (normally £4.10). You can cancel at any time. Details of the Direet Diebit guarantee are available on request. Dircet Debit prices are valid for a minimuom of 12 mionths, after

which they are subject to change. You will be informed in writing prior to any price changes. Please allow 35 days o delivery of vour first issue. Ofer ends 31 Xay 2000, This promotion is
run by Haymarket Media Group, publishers of FourFour Tvo, at Teddington Studios, Broom Road, Middlesex, TW T 9BI
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Dean Brill

Claude Gnakpa
Sol Davis

Keith Keane

lan Roper
George Pilkington
lan Henderson
Kevin Nicholls
Sam Parkin
Lewis Emanuel
Akanni-Sunday Wasiu
Asa Hall

Ed Asafu-Adjaye
Rossi Jarvis

Chris Martin
Michael Spillane
Mark Bower

Tom Craddock
George Beavan
Dean Morgan
Paul McVeigh
Jordan Patrick
Mark Farthing
Kevin Gallen
Jake Howells
David Button
Aaron Fletcher
Scott Sinclair

2009
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* RESERVE ASSISTANT REFEREE
PAUI. THOMPSON (DERBYSHIRE)

Joe Murphy
Kenny Milne
Marcus Williams
Andy Crosby
Joseph Mills
Cliff Byrne
Matt Sparrow
Garry Thompson
Paul Hayes
Gary Hooper
lan Baraclough
Michael Lea
David Mirfin
Martyn Woolford
Grant McCann
Sam Togwell
Jonathan Forte
Sam Slocombe
Jake Picton
Josh Lillis

Kevan Hurst
Andrew Wright
Peter Winn
Krystian Pearce
lan Morris

Rory Coleman
Joe Wilcox

Ben May

Henri Lansbury
Liam Trotter
Kevin Pressman

 For more copies of today s official souvenir programme,
order direct from ProgrammeMaster Ltd (order hotline: 08700 20 20 20)
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