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eld and victories for both their rivals
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usti: to the idea that this day would
R, evitably come... but it still hurts.

whﬂ{)t the same hurt you'd get from a
son s n° Ve been beaten on the pitch all sea-
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i fe sting of injustice.

:-“usl:'lhe club and the entire town do not
any any m;?. and the worst thing is that unlike
don hiny, &T knock, any other relegation -

Luton at pain will ever go away.
"'ﬂdeme;ve been.sent into the footballing

fmmms‘fm a crime the current regime did

0 it and at the expense of far poorer
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Th be in exactly the same position next
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ha‘,e“,tma" Nick Owen said after the game: ‘I
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I h's,mngue firmly in his cheek, he added:
Preserved the integrity of the Football
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League and that’s very important to us. We are
thrilled about that.”
He also echoed manager Mick Harford’s vow
that the club will rise again. It's clear from
40,000 people at Wembley and a regime that, at
Jast, has Luton in its heart, that the club will not
die. But next in line to death there is another
unthinkable fate... nothing. >

An example was Leicester City boss nge]
Pearson who said that it was vital the Foxes
bounced straight back from relegation to
League One straight away or face years of stag-
nating in the division. e

August may seeim far away but Luton simply
must go back up at the first time of asking. You
only need to look at Oxford, Cambridge, "
Torquay, Wrexham and Mansfield to see fn‘rmu
league teams struggling to escape the Blue
Square Premier. d :
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NE: Top fans applaud their Hatters heroes, top,

men who cost more than clubs like Luton.

Failure to get back into the league will see
decent players leave, lesser ones replace them
and the Hatters will get caught in the cycle of
mediocre teams trying to getback to the
‘promised land".

Harford said: “I'm disappointed to be in the
Conference and out of league football, but
these players are not non-league players.

“They are winners. They've won a trophy this
season. There are millions of players who have
never won a trophy and this group of players
did.”

The key now is how many of them the Hatters
can keep. Captain Kevin Nicholls confirmed his
commitment, saying: “Unless I'm told other-
wise I'll be a Luton Town player next year.

“The most important thing is to keep the
»ther and bounce back. It’s not going

group toge
to be easy. We can bring the good times back to

Luton. a
“It’s not for me to decide other people’s

futures but the players are a good bunch of
lads. They came to this club to play football

as Claude Gnakpa misses this chance against Chesterfield on Monday

Not to pick up bonuses or appearance money.”

But Harford admitted he may face a tough
time in keeping some of his players.

“If I was another manager I'd be ringing me

up,” he said. “We've got some good players. We
try and play the right way and I'm sure they'll
be people knocking on the door for our play-
ers.
“If a Championship club comes in and offers
the right sort of money you can't stand in their
way and that’s always been the policy of Luton
Town Football Club.”

Harford though is eyeing a quick return and
he picked out Doncaster Rovers as the bench-
mark. He said: “They went down a few years
ago, came back up, got a new stadium and now
they're flying high in the Championship. And
that's how we've got to respond.”

Nicholls finished by saying that despite his
disappointment he can't wait for the fixtures to
come out so the club can get on with the job.

It just still doesn't seem real that the list will
include the likes Crawley Town and Eastbourne
Borough.




