Barnet 1 Luton Town 1

A LUCKY guess helped Dean Brj
pull off a brilliant penalty saverlxl;
(en.)?a{xllj‘uéon }(l:ilﬁlmed ahard-earned
point at Underhill on Saturday, wyrj;
i o Y, Writes

The Hatters shot-stopper prod
a magnificent full-stretch szfve ts (l:)e‘r;
right late in the second half to deny
former Town hotshot Paul Furlong
from the spot.

‘Luton had gone in 1-0 down at the
' break after a poor first half perfor-
mance only for Rossi Jarvis to level
the scores soon after the break with a
fine lob.

However, a harsh second booking
for skipper Kevin Nicholls curtailed
Town's push for victory as they ulti-
mately had to settle for a share of the
spoils.

Brill, 23, admitted he had struggled
to recall where Furlong used to put
his penalties in training and felt that
the penalty should never have been
given against Sol Davis.

He said: “You always look to the
linesman as it was on his side. The
linesman had let it run out as though
it was a goal-kick. It was soft, but

's football.
| “Before he took it I couldn't
remember where he went.

“It's a guessing game. I got a bit
lucky: It was a nice height - but always

joyable.”

And he also believes that Nicholls
should never have been sent off after
c with Yannick Bolasie late in

added: “He just said nothing
ned. It was a coming together
he ground and it shouldn’t have
n a sending off.

“Idon’t know if Nico’s got a name
Vrd01‘ng it, but he's not that sort of
playe 2

Barnet bossed the first half against
a defensive looking Luton side.

Town, though, looked to have taken
the lead on 12 minutes when the Bees
failed to deal with a Nicholls free-
kick. Asa Hall and David Livermore
both went close before Michael
Spillane rammed home from close
range — only for the goal to be ruled
out by the linesman’s flag. 3

Barnet were then denied by the
woodwork on 16 minutes when
Bolasie showed great pace on the left
before letting rip from 30 yards. His
effort deflected off Spillane and
dipped over the beaten Brill, but for-
tunately for the Hatters the ball
glanced the top of the bar on its way
OVer.

Albert Adomah, Kenny Gillet and
Adam Birchall all had chances for
Barnet before Birchall made amends
for his miss with a goal on the stroke
of half time.

A good free-kick from Gillet found

Gary Breen unmarked at the far post
and while Brill managed to push his
firm header on to the post, the ball
ran across the face of goal for Bir-
chall to tap home from just a few yards
out.

The Hatters showed far more pur-
pose in the second half and, after Tom
Craddock had missed out from
Nicholls’ through ball, Jarvis made
no mistake from Spillane’s fine pass
as he lobbed home past Lee Harrison.

Substitute Ian Henderson looked
lively after his introduction and his
effort was smuggled behind on 65
minutes following a lovely flowing
move involving Craddock, Hall and
Jarvis.

Joe Tabiri flashed a daisy-cutter
just wide following a poor Henderson
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SOME “outrageous” decisions
cost Town dear according to
Luton manager Mick Harford as
they drew 1-1 at Bamnet.

The Hatters boss admitted he
was disappointed by his side's
first half performance, but after a
much-improved second half show
he felt Luton should have
claimed all three points.

And he was left to bemoan
some more controversial
officiating that saw the Bees
gifted a soft penalty and captain
Kevin Nicholls sent off for a
second booking.

Harford said: “Bamnet were very
pack to front. Paul Furlong, who
is a very good player, played well
today. First half we didn't play
p;rticularly well and | was

pass, while Barnet were awarded a
dubious penalty by controversial
Northamptonshire referee Dean
Whitestone with 15 minutes left.

Adamoah tumbled under a powder-
puff challenge from Davis as he
looked to be turning away from goal,
but Davis’ blushes were saved thanks
to Brill’s fantastic stop.

Henderson had a fierce drive
beaten away by Harrison, before
Nicholls was harshly shown a second
yellow card after clashing with
Bolasie, who was also booked.

Hall twice and Craddock both
flashed efforts wide in the closing
stages, while only a great block from
George Pilkington denied Furlong
from troubling Brill as this dead rub-
ber finished in stalemate.

STAR HATTER Ed Asafu-Adjaye. Has become so consistent.
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C 1 with the first goal
we conceded just before half

“We had a chat at half time. We
didn't really have any threat going
forward in terms of pace or
people running behind.

“Second half we felt we
completely controlled the game
and should have run out
winners.”

But having created the better
chances after the break, Harford
believes Albert Adamoah cheated
to get Barnet's penalty.

He said: “I think what
galvanised us a little bit was the
penalty and penalty save — it was
never a penalty. It's another
outrageous decision. The guy's
cheating and fallen over.”

However, Harford was full of
praise for keeper Dean Brill's
penalty stop, saying: “It was a
fantastic save.”

And he was also incredulous
about captain Kevin Nicholls"
second yellow card — which
resulted in his dismissal - after a
coming together with Yannick
Bolasie.

He said: “It was nothing. The
players shook hands as they got
up. There was no malice when
they fell to the ground. There was
a bit of pushing and shoving.”

And Harford was full of praise
for substitute lan Henderson and
Luton’s travelling army of fans,
adding: “Henderson came on
and made some good runs.

“It just shows we are not a
relegation team. | would just like
to say a big thank you to the fans
that turned up.”

Harford turned

down Newcastle

HATTERS: Luton boss Mick Harford
has revealed that he turned down the

chance to join old friend Joe Kinnear
at Premiership side Newcastle earlier
this season.

He was also given the opportunity to

manage another unnamed club, but
rejected the chance

He said: “Joe asked me to go and
help him. I've got a lot of respect for
Joe. He is one of my greatest friends
a good man

“But we've qot a job to do here.




