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Brentford 2 Luton Town 0

e T P Y
Y Luton limped to the end of
:ﬂv:gason and out of the Football
e with defeat — much to the dis-
,ppoin(ment of departing defender

Michael Spillane, writes Mark Wood.
The 20-year-old, who has been on a
n-long loan at Kenilworth Road
from Norwich City, admitted it was a
had way to sign off his Hatters career.
pions Brentford failed to live

to the pre-match fireworks but did
just find the spark to see off rock-bot-

Hatters.

Substitute Karleigh Osborne’s late
header and Adam Newton’s last-
minute curler snatched all three
points for the Bees as Luton’s 89-year
stay in the Fq,otball League fizzled
out.

Spillane said: “It was frustrating.
Weknow we weren't at our best today.
The pitch didn’t really help us. We
couldn’t get it down and pass it.

“It was not a good game. It's a
shame that it’s my last game and I
didn't enjoy it much.

“The Brentford fans were really
loud, but the Luton fans were unbe-
lievable considering we had been rel-
egated. [ heard them throughout the
match and even when we went behind
Iheard them singing.”

But he admitted he would he would
cherish his time at the Hatters and
m look out for their results in the

Spillane added: “We've had lots of
highs and lots of lows. But the highs
have outweighed the lows and I've
hada really good season.

“Obviously Luton is my team now
and [ support them. T will keep look-
ing for their results when I come in
!he"dressing room and hope they go

Valiant Town battled hard, but
tarely threatened against Brentford
gorged themselves on possession
Without creating too many clear cut

chances.

The Hatters named an unchanged
team and formation from the side that
drew 1-1 with Rochdale last Saturday.

Set-piece maestro David Hunt’s
long throws caused Luton plenty of
problems, but it was not until the 32nd
minute that Sam Wood finally tested
Dean Brill when he let fly from 25
yards, but his swerving effort was
well held by the Luton stopper.

Brill then had to be at his best
moments later when a crisp Bees
move should probably have ended in
a goal.

Some lovely passing put Ryan Dick-
son away down the left and his

unselfish square ball found Billy
Clarke, whose first-time effort forced
a great low stop from Brill.

A fierce effort from Chris Martin
was blocked on the edge of the area
on 38 minutes, but in truth Brentford
had bossed virtually the whole first
half.

Sam Williams should have done
better just before the break when
Wood’s through ball went straight
through Keith Keane, but Town’s
defenders got back in numbers to
clear the danger.

Hatters finally managed their first
real effort of the game on 65 minutes
when top scorer Martin, also playing

sm m Dean Brill. Fine one-handed stop kept Town in it.

TOUGHTIMES: StrikerTom Craddock
struggles to retain possession, left,
and Michael Spillane plays his last
game for the Hatters, above

his last game for the club, pirouetted
on the edge of the box before lashing
well off target.

However, Brentford’s pressure paid
off with 17 minutes left when two of
their substitutes combined.

Town were harshly penalised on
the edge of their own box and
Osborne rose highest in a crowded
six-yard box to power home Glenn
Poole’s free-kick.

Luton responded by registering
their only effort on target, but George
Pilkington’s header from Jake How-
ells” corner was straight at Ben
Hamer.

And in the very last minute, the
Bees put the icing on their victory
party. Hunt slipped Town'’s offside
trap as he raced down the left and
squared for Newton.

The winger'’s first touch looked to
have let him down, but he kept his
cool to find space on the edge of the
box before curling home his effort.

Spillane hammered a late chance
into the side netting, before Brent-
ford’s euphoric fans surged on to the
Griffin Park pitch just before the ref-
eree’s final whistle, and it took dozens
of police and six horses to regain con-
trol as the Bees revelled in their title
celebrations.

Never off the bottom - the story
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MOURNING Luton Town boss.
Mick Harford marked Hatters’
sad passage out of the Football
League by donning a black tie.

Big Mick was left to lament
two more silly goals that gifted
the Bees victory, as his team
failed to spoil Brentford's
championship party as they
ended their 89-year stay in the
Football League with defeat.

He said: “It's a dark day. I've
got a dark tie on today to typify
that. It's a horrible feeling.

“I'm glad it's all over. Since
we've been relegated I've been
waiting for the end of the season
to come.

“It's a bit of closure really.
When a club is on a downward
spiral it's difficult to stop it.
We've reached the bottom now.
It's paramount we get back in the
Football League asap.”

However, Harford admitted the
challenge of the Conference,
which is filled with former pros,
will be far from easy.

He said: “We've had our day in
the sun at Wembley and I've said
to the players we will have more
in the future. We've got players.
to come back into the team. It's
a competitive league and a tough
league and we will have to be at
our best every week. Everyone
will want to beat Luton — they are
the big team in that league. Jake
Howells has come back again
and looked fit and healthy and
Ryan Charles looked lively.”

And he was left to rue Luton
giving away two silly goals that
handed the Bees victory.

Harford admitted his side were
limited to “hardly anything” by
Brentford in the first half, saying:
“It's a difficult situation when
there is a ot of euphoria.

“There was nothing in the
game and neither keeper had
much to do. They were better
than us in the first half, but we
got to grips with it in the second.

“If we hadn't conceded the
first goal | think it would have
petered out to 0-0. It was a set
piece that decided it. It was
taken 10 yards further forward
than it should have been. But
that's the story of our season,
giving away silly goals. But
congratulations to Brentford, they
are worthy winners.”

Free agent Morgan

wants Orient deal
HATTERS: Out of contract Luton T

winger Dean Morgan wants to make
his loan switch to Leyton Orient
permanent this summer.

The 25-year-old attacker has spent
1 on loan at
times in

most of the se
Brisbane Road, scoring fi
34 games. Morgan s
like to stay, especially now
Geraint Williams is stayir

|'ve known him since | 14
because he was at Colchester when |
was a kid, so if he wants to keep me
and they can keep me, I'll definitely
consider it. My contract's finished
with Luton now so I'm a free agent
We'll see what happens.”
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