NEWTON TIPS
THE BALANCE

DESPITE Luton Town dominat-
mg their game against

Barrow, they needed a flukey
goal midway through the first
half to claim victory.

The Hatters created plenty of
chances against the Bluebirds, but
failed to take any of them, and they
had to rely on Adam Newton's 21st-
minute cross, which evaded
Barrow keeper Tim Deasy, to claim
all three points.

Town boss Mick Harford admit-
ted his side could do better, and
that they must try to be more
deadly in the final third.

He said: “Without being disre-

within the first 15 minutes
we could have been three or four
‘nil up and we created chance afier
chance.

“It was bizarre that afier all the
chances and efforts we had on goal
and all the possession we could
have finished them off, but we
ended up winning by a fluke goal.

*We are just nol converting the
opportunities we are creating

“We can be better especially in
the final third We looked very solid.
defensively and I don't think Mark

By David Smith

Tyler had a shot to save.”

Luton striker Tom Craddock
twice missed out on great one-on-
one cpportunities, while Kevin
Gallen had a close-range strike
scrubbed out for offside as Luton
bossed the game.

But battling Barrow held firm,
even if they offered virtually noth-
ing at the other end.

The closest the visitors came
waswhen Town keeper Mark Tyler
had to tip a wayward Mark Boyd
cross on fo the bar on nune mun-
utes.

Luton were further boosted by
the return of summer signing Liam
Hatch who played the last 14 mn-
utes, after recovering from an
operation on a fractured ankle.

On Hatch's return, Harford said:
“It's really early for him. He has
been chomping at the bit for the
wro or three days and he wanted
to get involved.

“He wanted to getinvolved and.
is a big handful and he is a player
‘we haven't had this season.”

It was largely thanks to keeper
Tim Deasy that Luton's margin of

victory
greater.

Barrow's number
one pulled of a string
of fine saves to keep
his side in it, but
refused to take too
much of the credit
and praised the
workate of hus team-
mates.

The heroic Deasy
said:"That's what my
jobis, Ira there to try
and stop goals and
shots and give 100
percent eachweek

“If | make a save
I'm happy witkit. But
I made one save too
little.

“The goal I con-
cededwasabitofa s
fluke. Didier
Drogba scored one

wasn't

“Maybe the next week | will be
ut for one of those

Barrow did, however, almost
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