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we're about second half.”

And he was full of praise for the
attacking mindset 10-man Hatters
showed after the break to pull off
the most remarkable of victories.

Newton added: “From our point
of view it shows a good positive
mindset. We had the little setback
when they had the equaliser and
we still took the game to them.

“In hindsight you would take the
draw but that’s not what we are
about. No matter what they threw
at us we dealt with it.”

Town produced a magnificent
performance on a dramatic after-
noon as they responded in fabu-
lous fashion to their lacklustre
defeat at Wrexham.

Manager Mick Harford reverted
back to a 4-4-2 formation and made
just one change in personnel as
Tom Craddock was dropped to the
bench, with Howells playing on
theleft of midfield and Gallen part-
nering Hatch up front.

Luton looked the better side
from the off with Howells warm-
ing Danny Potter’s gloves with a
shpt on the turn after only four
minutes.

The hosts looked lively enough
going forward, but Town created
the better chances with Gallen fir-

ing over and Newton side-footing
wide from the edge of the area
when he should have done far
better.

Former Town winger Courtney
Pitt gave full-back Claude Gnakpa
a torrid time throughout the game
and he broke the deadlock with the
U’s first effort of the game on 20
minutes. Mark Beesley teed the
unmarked winger up on the edge
of the box and he squeezed his
effort past Mark Tyler.

Town continued to look the more
likely team, but Jarvis could only
fizz just over when well placed
while Gallen’s flick header lacked
the venom to truly trouble Potter.

And referee Robert Madley then
made a terrible decision when he
gifted the hosts a penalty for a non-
existent foul by Alan White on
Anthony Tonkin.

The defender clearly got the ball
and incensed Town striker Hatch
then foolishly got himself booked
for arguing with the official.

Tyler got a strong hand to Chris
Holroyd’s powerful penalty, but
couldn’t keep it out as Cambridge
scored twice from just two efforts.

And Hatch paid the ultimate
price for his earlier indiscretion
when he was, perhaps, handed a

STAR HATTER: Kevin Gallen: Battered veteran was simply fantastic on the day.

ivewton theory helps

harsh second yellow card for a slid-
ing challenge on Cambridge sKip-
per Paul Carden just before the
break.

With the odds stacked against
them, 10-man Town put together
one of the greatest ever halves of
football by a Luton team.

They were given hope just three
minutes in when White’s header
from Jarvis’ corner was pushed off
the line by Potter, but Gallen was
on hand to scramble the ball into
the roof of the net.

Gnakpa was then lucky not to be
handed a second yellow card for a
foul and he was swiftly replaced by
Callum Reynolds.

Gallen dragged a good chance
wide on 58 minutes, before playing
a part in the best goal of the game
two minutes later.

Jarvis was the architect and exe-
cutioner as he drove forward from
midfield, before exchanging passes
with Gallen on the edge of the box
and magically curling the ball past
the spellbound Potter.

Seconds later and Luton were
ahead. A poor defensive header let
Gallen in and, although his drilled
effort was well saved by Potter,
Howells was on hand to fire home
his first goal at this level.

Luton’s lead lasted just six min-
utes though. Dan Gleeson’s cross
picked out Wayne Hatswell at the
far post and although Tyler pulled
off a brilliant stop to deny the cen-
tre-half, Holroyd was on hand to
slam the ball home.

With 16 minutes left a mass of
bodies tumbled in the area at a cor-
ner and, somewhat surprisingly,
Madley pointed to the spot and
Gallen kept his cool to send Potter
the wrong way.

A treble substitution by the U’s
failed to undo Luton’s resolute
defending and Tyler ensured a
memorable triumph when he
somehow turned Brian Saah’s
close-range effort round the post
with three minutes left.
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