LUTON TOWN 0
STEVEMAGE BOROUGH 1
Laird 85
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BY JAMES CUNLIFFE

IT could be the straw that broke
the camel's back.

A sucker punch from Scon
Laird five minutes from time
handed Luton Town thelr first
defeat at home and third of the

[FORLORN FIGURE: Luton boss Mick
Harford a1 the final whitie

season sparking chants of
‘Harford out’ and post-match
protests from fans to the boand

Two outstanding saves from
Boro's Chiria Day, one af Ue
death, kept Luton out, bt they
just weren't good enough

The fact that & Stevenage side,
whee had never played competi-
||wl:.' &t Kenilworth Boad belore,
dominated the first half spoke
valumes

Lastom made three changes 1o
the side that dramatically baeat
Cambridyge United at the week
e, Ed Asafu-Adjaye was hand-
od his first start of the season
after a long injury |ﬂ:|"1i'”. whiile
captain Kevin Nicholls returned
after serving a three-match ban
and striker Tom Craddock was
reinstalled to the starting line-up
after being dropped at the Abbey
Stadium.

Harford had brought his sev-
enth forwand to the club earlier
im the day in Peterborough
Umnited Ioanee Ben Wright, but
with fellow Posh player Liam
Haich suspended after his red
card against the s the manager
chose the unusual step of pul-
ting Asa Hall in attack.

I pﬂm,'d to be pointless as
Town struggled to get out of
their own half. Time and again
the hall was hoofed up-feld to
Craddock, who was beaten in
the air by Boro's defensive pair
ing of Mark Roberts and Michael
Bostwick.

The experiment lasted 20 min-
utes as Hall dropped back into a

- five-man midficld to stop to

wave alter wave of, albeit, toath-
less Stevenage altacks

Iit was Hall however who regis-
tered Town's first effor on goal
just after the half-hour mark
when Adam Newton teok a
break from being Mr Invisible on
the right 1o burst into the box
and fnd the midielder with a
TOWErSE Pass lrnm:al!ilr. despite
all of the furore over diving of
Tate, had Hall been a striker = or,
even better, Kevin Gallen -
Luton could have had a shouat st
2 penalty as he nicked the ball
from keeper Day's dive at his
feet bt chose to stay on his feot,
swivel and fire at the goalic

Luton were then hocky to sar-
wive & concrele penalty shout six

minutes from the interval when
Asafu-Adjaye appeared to bring
down Minchell Cole. Town
breathed a second sigh of relief
four minutes later when Nicholls
lashied out at Darren Murphy
and was forunate not (o see red
an his return from suspension
The Hatters offered more after

ihe break with Mewton the chief
agitator, After an anonymous
fErst 45 minutes it looked as
though Harford had issued spe-
cial instructions for his men to
recognise he was actually on
their sidde.

Every time he was picked owut
by an orange shir the Boro left

k suddenly
g, and some
VWER T
114517 E used gs rangel
PraCTIoE The sk linked dp
58 minutes but the sirik-
er's shot from the edge of the
arca was always rising. When
Claude Gnakpa was brow
on after the howr mark the
threat from the right dou
led, with Town finally look
ing like they had a game |_|I.||;
But before the Frenchman

whil e

replaced Asafu-Adjaye the
right back was on hand to
keep Stevenage out. He cut
oul a dangerous cross f||| n
Chris Beardsley befone Mark
Tyber snuffed out the mid
fielder's second bite ai the
cherry

At the other end Day pro-
duced the save of the match,
his lingertips pushing
Craddock™ poalbaound efforn
anio the post

The .:u;;l came os 4 shock
bui Luton were still not out of
it Newton looked to save

rescuid o point with a femcs
dalsv cutier, and e was
tically turning celebration
until, out of nowhere Day
lipped around the post

It was curtains for Luton
and i could now be curtalns
Tor thiely manager

LUTON: Tyler, Asatu-Adjaye
Gk, 56, White, Pilkingion,
Hawton, Nicholls (Wright, 80),
Craddock, Hall, Howells (38
Charles), Jans, Murray

SUBS: Blackett, Gore,
Attendance: 8,223 (793)
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