New hoy is Wright man for the Hatters

LUTON TOWN 2

il 19, Wright 24

TAMWORTH 1
Radmas 55

By Sguare Premier

Kenitworth Road oaio
BY TOM LEECH

IT is an unwritten rale in foothall

that under-performing teams
will ndways win lfr.-lr first
A W FAnRager.

Tamworth were supposed to be
the sacrificial Lambs for Luton
carctaker boss Alan Meilsomn's spell
in charge of the Hatters

Instead his side's fragile confi-
dence was still evident as they fol-
lowed up a commanding first half
display where they maced into a
two-goal lead with a second that
was 50 shaky it nearly allowed
Tamworth a share of the spoils.

Aza Hall and new loan signing
Ben Wright had the home fans
smiling again after the departune
of Luton legend Mick Harford as
boss midweek in a opening 45
minutes whene Hatters were ram-
pant,

But Alex Bodman pulled s goal
hack for the Lambs on the howr
mark and only some wasteful fin-
bshing and desperate defending
could preserve the three poinis
for Metlson’s team that moved
them back into the BSP p'l.cl.'l.' off
placi=

There were two changes from
Tuesday nights demoralising
defeat to Stevenage as Lufon™s
recent Peterborough United link
was on show up front, Liam Hatch
was podned in artack by felbow boa-
nee from London Road, Wright fos
his first home start and ouat-of-
soris Tom Craddock was dluﬂ:r:l.
Jake Howells abo had 1o make do
with a place on the bench

The boos and jeers of midweek
at Kenllworth Roac were replaced
with a tremendous reception for
Nellson and coach Kivin Watsan
ai they madse their way 1o ithe dug
out recently vacated by Harford,

Under the new stewardship
Haters certainly began baighter
than they have in recent games
Within five minutes Wright and
Rossi Jarvis had both drawn
decent saves out of Tamworth's

Danny Alcock and Hatch was
leading from the front, chasing
dovwn every loose ball as Luton
searched for an n:‘.arl:..'-gual-

The beakihrough Gnally came
on 19 midnutes courtesy of a lovely
ofe-ten between the Podh duda
Haich's dogged mun down the
right couldni be halted and bhe fed
the ball 1o Wright in the box. With
a sublime back heel into the path
of Hatch, Tamworth were Fnally
cunt open. A Rast diteh sliding tack
le thwamted Hatch but the ball
srumibded stralght to the fect of
Hall' who calmly slammed his ahot
lw:w:ml! the reach of Alcock

Luton's afternoon got even bet
ter five minutes later when Wright
marked his first siart with an
absolute peach of a goal When
kevin Nicholls' challenge in the
mididle of the park left the Lambs
expisaed, | Ihl:l.'{l raced clear along
side  Wright  and

only two

Tarmworth defenders fog compea
ny. Hatch held the ball up perfect-
ly for his strike parther to run
clear and shape up lor a shot just
inside ihe area. He cut insdde and

went for goal, only to see his effort
blocked by a leap fr
Tamworth's Michael Briscoe - that
loked suspic lously  like it
imvodved his hand, The calls for a
penalty w p bat the 21-year-
ol trie u1r||1| curling an
Inch iu'rrq'l t st into the top cor
ner of the ner.

Hatters had a penalty appral
arned down on the hall hour
murk when Wright was sent fum
bling after Hall had plckied hdim
ol with an inciive pass While he
was heading away from goal,
there did seem 1o be contact,
hoiwesver e referee waved away
the protests

The visitors had very limle of the
ball and in the Laton net Mark
aving one of his gui-
s Uhly & long ra
Lambs’ amidfi
Simian Russell forced a save |
1hir Hatters” keeper

Ihe Lambs looked so ioothless
im fact it wan |1I.I.H|!I'|H i s theim
sit one place abowve Luton in the
imble belore the game. A ot of
smalber conference teams had

LT,

wiraight al a relicved Tvler. The
iwcting manager shuffled his
pack soon after, repl Ed

Laalu-Adjayve who ix still short
i

af match-fiiness for Claude
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The
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after & meaxy
! .

Frenchman moved o
Adam Mewlon
i back. Mk
alsn made a change up fr
with Haich, who swflere
clas al |
Tamwarth

defe

just

before the break, ‘II1LI' P WY

for & Jdinck
[he Teessider

T R

line from .
aliy

e SCOHTE 5

ules when and
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The substitutes combined on
74 minutés when Gnakpa cut
oul & pass and galleped for-
wiitd. Ofly Craddock was in
port and the siriker did
Wi | 1o control the ball and l'_-:':
a shot at goal after G I|L|; s
pass almost curtailed
Ve,

were quickly
nce four minutes
or wi
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lake

spur
B

sommehow
undelected
free
pma &% vards oul lacked ac
i Haiters
bsdied

L“:-L.I|ll='l.!

(T
Ryan Charles confinued his
requrn from injury with a sub-

stitute appearance ten min
utes from tme, replacing the
Impressivie Wiright

But by now i was defenders
Luton peeded on the pitch as
ughed forwand

rtunity. In the
|!'.'II|:|! s0C |'|.'!|1'. of the game
Hatters were penned back,

ilesperately
The

clearing  overy
hard work was
almost undone when Hiossg
larvis appe ared 0 handle
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ni and just Hke
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Sults: Blackedl hn-" ]
Attendance: £ 297 (270 Tamworth)

SHOULDERING RESPONSIBILITY: Sub
Claude Gnapka gets stuck in
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