TALKING
POINT

Anthony Tonkin and Robbie
Willmott will miss Saturday’s
FA Cup, second-round tie at

Matcn stats...mafch stats

home to York after
collecting their fifth
ings

Luton Tn 2

Gnakpa 60 min;
Craddock 79

Danny Crow is

fouled in the penalty
area in injury time,

above left, and

steps up to score
the resulting

penalty, right, to

clinch a draw

Pictures: Gordon

McMillan (CP)

Cambridge Utd 2
Crow 81, 90+2 (pen)

Attendance: 7,458 (away 71)

CAMBRIDGE UNITED

Substitutes: Pitt (for Parkinsan, 75 min), Crow
(Phillips, 75). Not used: Walker, Coulson, Ives.
LUTON

K Pilkington, Asafu-Adjaye, Blackett, Keane,

Murray, G Pilkington, Newton (Howells, 87),

Nicholls, Gnakpa, Craddock, Gallen.
Not used: Gore, Burgess, Jarvis, Charles.

Referee: M Naylor

Booked: Luton - Keane (fou/) 16. United - Carden
(foun 17, Tonkin (fouh 39, Willmott (fou) 74.
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DANNY Crow emerged as
Cambridge United’s saviour as he
came off the bench to salvage a
point with his late double.

It is ironic that, after being left out of
the side due to his goal shortage, Crow
should then come on and bang in two
in the last nine minutes to hand the
visitors a draw they scarcely deserved
for long periods of the game.

But few will argue against the fact
that, for his recent workrate in the side,
he deserved his break and it could not
have come at a more high-pressure
stage of the encounter, particularly with
his equalising penalty in injury time.

United looked down and out at 2-0
behind after Tom Craddock’s wonder
strike doubled Luton’s lead on 79
minutes.

However, the parallels with the
recent home clash were astonishing.

Martin Ling’s side appeared to think
they had that game sewn up after going
2-0 ahead with the Hatters down to 10
men at the interval, only to lose 4-3
following a car crash of a second half.

Luton similarly seemed to feel they
had done enough to take the three
points, and on their display up to that
stage it would be difficult to argue
otherwise.

In the last 10 minutes though, United
could have snatched it as they rapidly
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By AARON MASON

went through the gears, while Luton
struggled to get out of neutral.

Had Chris Holroyd, usually a safe bet
from the spot, put away his penalty as
well, the visitors would have been
celebrating a smash-and-grab success.

The game had begun in relatively
entertaining fashion despite the heavy
rain that came with kick-off, with Jai
Reason going close following a terrific
run.

While United are rarely negative, one
could sense they would be happy if the
match stayed goalless for a lengthy
spell, purely to quieten the fickle home
faithful.

Perhaps the main concern in the first
half was a lack of movement, cutting
down the options available to the man
on the ball.

One example saw Reason look to
launch a counter-attack, only to then
have to try to play the ball back with
Luton players bearing down on him, all
because he had no-one making a run
for him.

As a result, both Holroyd and the
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recalled Lee Phillips found themselves
isolated.

It is fair to say Danny Potter was not
tested by the hosts before the break, but
Brian Saah was forced to show his
League class on several occasions with
seemingly casual but desperately
needed tackles or clearances.

Robbie Willmott forced Kevin
Pilkington to punch over his corner at
the start of the second half.

But Luton began to really take charge
of the game, lifted by the roars of the
home crowd.

:l“lle pressure told when Kevin
Nicholls’ free kick was shinned home
from close range by Claude Gnakpa on
the hour.

Craddock got in the way of a
dpflecl}on from Nicholls’ corner on the
line, just as a Luton defender had
blocked a similarly goal-bound Shane

 Blackett header in ihe first half.

A mistake by Rory McAuley allowed
Adam Newton the chance lo run
through on goal, only for the home
winger to somehow fire wide soon afler.

Discarded duo Crow and Courtney
Pitt came on for Phillips and the
dl§appomting Andy Parkinson 15
minutes from time, but the switch
appeared academic once Craddock

lashed home a 20-yard missile after
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Crow had other ideas and, inside two
minutes, he gave United hope by
nodding home after Pilkington could
only parry Robbie Willmott's drive.

Both the home side and their fans
were stunned, and the panic soon led
to Reason being brought down in the
box by fotmer United defender Fred
Murray

The celebpations by some United
players at the spot-kick award proved
to be premature when Pilkington
guessed the right way to save Holroyd's
penalty

But, despite such a let-down, the
momen{uMiwas all with Ling’s side
with the Hatters having let them back
into the game.

And, with'the clock ticking down the
dying seconds of stoppage time, Potter
Jlaunched aifree kick from his own half
into the 0pPROSition box,

Georg l’llkington headed it against
his own P98tas he attempted to clear
and, with GEOW: lurking ready to fire, he
was crudel¥iipended by Nicholls.

The relc¥€@ pointed straight to the
spot and UIOW showed plenty of bottle
to send KVIRPilkington the wrong way
with alm ‘Lthe Jast kick of the game. 3

The ho"8H8NS’ earlier chant of “2-0
and you MSSSEAN up” — to paraphrase
it for a [1"M¥ newspaper — could not
have beel MOFe gt

h a late double
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ALL LEGENDS TOGETHER: Cambridge United greats Dion Dublin, left, and John Taylor flank
England’s most capped footballer, Peter Shilton, at the first of a series of sporting dinners organised
by the club.

Shilton spoke about his career, including being on the receiving end of Maradona'’s infamous “hand
of God”, to 150 guests at Cambridge’s Crowne Plaza hotel.

Comedian Geoff Jukes also performed at the event, which raised money for the club and for Breast
Cancer UK.




