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MONEY

TALK

Welcome back to Kenilworth Road for tonight's
important FA Cup replay against Corby Town.

Id like to welcome Graham Drury and his
players plus the directors, staff and supporters
from Corby for this evening's tie.

We were given a tough test at the Rockingham
Triangle and we are expecting another difficult
match here at Kenilworth Road.

Graham will have prepared his side to cause an
upset and we are well aware of the threat they
will pose. The magic of the FA Cup will give the
Corby players that extra incentive of causing an
upset, as will the prospect of eaming a place in
the second round.

That is a prize that we are determined to take
too with either Bamet or Charlton waiting for
the winners in the next round.

| thought we deservedly eamed ourselves a
replay in the original tie on an afternoon when
we were missing a number of key personnel
through injury.

After going behind we dominated and could
have easily scored enough goals in the first half
to win the game but fine goalkeeping thwarted
us.

Aseverthe FA Cup threw up a number of shocks
that aftemoon so we were just happy to get our
names in the hat for the second round and
avoid results like the one Gillingham suffered at
the hands of Dover.

It further goes to show the quality of teams and
players that ply their in noreague football as
well as the spirit and passion that the
competition brings out.

RICHARD MONEY'S SHIRT IS SPONSORED BY

We have to be on our guard to make sure we
aren't on the receiving end of a cup shock this
evening. If we are professional and patient, like
we were against St Albans in the last round, |
have every confidence in this group of players.

It's been a while since we were last at
Kenilworth Road but, with cup tie at Corby in
between, we have continued to make good
progress in the league with two wins from the
last three games.

That included victories over Bath City, in our last
match here, as well as Saturday's excellent win
at Altrincham.

Between those wins was the defeat at Wrexham
last Thursday when we battled against the
elements but could not find a goal which we
would have thoroughly deserved.

A point, in those wet and windy conditions,
would have been reward for both teams but
unfortunately an eror led to their winning goal
as early as the fifth minute.

36 hours later we bounced back really well with
three valuable points at Altrincham.

Moss Lane is never an easy place to go and
Altrincham are always tough opponents - as we
have found out over the past 12 months.

There was a lot of talk about our winning goal
from Alex Lawless being controversial but from
my view the ball was at least a yard over the line
and capped a hardworking and effective
performance from the team.

We felt it was the right decision to play
ThursdaySaturday given the geographically
proximity between Wrexham and Altrincham

4 I  Log onto Hatters Player for Richard's postmatch reaction

and while we would have liked to have picked
up more than three points | was delighted with
the way the players performed across the two
matches.

Our medical staff need to take a lot of credit for
the hard work they have done over the past
week in aiding the players' recovery and
rehabilitation from three tough away games in
the space of a fortnight.

Finally Id like to welcome Alex Lawless to the
club. Those supporters who witnessed our last
two matches will have seen already what
qualities Alex will bring us.

He is by no means the last piece in the jigsaw
and we see him as an excellent addition to the
squad given his talent and experience which we
became well aware of last season for his displays
for York.

It leaves me to thank you for your support over
the past three away fixtures has been fantastic
- especially those who made the tip to
Wrexham.

Get behind the players again this evening and
keep believing.

Enjoy the game.




Littlewoods Challenge Cup
Winners 1988
Runnersup 1989
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Semifinalists 1959, 1985,
1988, 1994

Johnstone's Paint Trophy
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Simod Cup
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Football League Division Two
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FROM

BOARDROOM

Good evening everyone and a warm welcome to
Kenilworth Road for this FA Cup replay against
Corby Town.

A special welcome to the fans, players and
directors of our visitors who've made the short
trip from Northamptonshire. You gave us a
testing time in the first game at your place- you'll
understand that we're hoping to retum the
compliment tonight!

After three consecutive away trips, it's certainly
good to be back home. The televised match at
Wirexham was a lottery.

We've made yet another signing, as you know,
and this seems a good moment to welcome Alex
Lawless from York City.

He's already made an impression in the dressing
room and on the field. Of course, he scored the
all important winner at Altrincham and I'm sure
he'll become a vital part of our squad. Al the best
to you Alex, it's good to have you with us.

And so to the FA Cup. If history is anything to go
by, we need to be on our mettle! Older fans like
myself need no reminding of the dismal (from
our point of view!) events of December 1965,

& & WE ARE NOW LYING IN THIRD PLAGE, JUST TWO POINTS
OFF THE TOP. WE'LL SETTLE FOR THAT AT THIS STAGE,

BUT MAKE NO MISTAKE, WE ARE SERIOUSLY AMBITIOUS AND

WE ARE GOING ALL OUT FOR AUTOMATIC PROMOTION. 9%

Richard Money and Gary Brabin said
beforehand that it was likely to be decided by a
mistake because of the viciously high winds and
they were right.

Sadly, we were the victims, but we still did
enough to have got something out if it, so the
players and all of us were bitterly disappointed to
lose. Happily, the decision to stay on in the North
West and play Altrincham on Saturday, rather
than the Sunday, paid off. We played some
excellent stuff and, although the score was only
1-0 to us, it was a comfortable victory.

We are now lying in third place, just two points
off the top. We'll settle for that at this stage, but
make no mistake, we are seriously ambitious and
we are going all out for automatic promotion.

when, before a crowd of 13,284, we were
dumped out of the competition by Corby here at
Kenilworth Road.

That too was a replay after we'd drawn at Corby.
Let's hope that didn't set a precedent and may
there be no repeat tonight!

A quick recap of that era. It was the year that Sir
Winston Churchill died, Sir Stanley Matthews
played his final top flight football match at the
age of 50 (yes, astonishing, isn't it?), the Sound of
Music premiered and, besides bringing out Help!
and Rubber Soul, the Beatles became MBEs and
met Elvis for the one and only time!

The Luton side that night contained the likes of
John O'Rourke, Matt Woods, Ray Whittaker,
goalkeeper Tony Read, playing upfront, and the

timeless, legendary John Moore in his very
earliest days here at Kenilworth Road.

Things were pretty grim at that time after we'd
crashed down the divisions. We almost won
promotion that season but missed out after a
dispute with the players. We sailed close to the
bottom of the Fourth Division the following
season, but then came the new dawn under
Allan Brown and some glorious years as we
headed back up the leagues.

We're in the midst of a new dawn right now as
well. The club as a whole is only looking upwards
and the squad is emerging as one full of
talented, ambitious, hungry players.

Your support is as crucial as ever and it's greatly
appreciated, home and away.

Please be as vocal as possible tonight and see us
through to the next round.

Enjoy the match, bye for now.
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CAPTAIN
SPEAKIN

After three successive away fixtures it is good to
be back at Kenilworth Road for the first of two
home games in four days, starting with
tonight's FA Cup replay with Corby Town.

Once more we go into this evening's game full
of confidence having picked up three vital

points in the league following the 10 win at

Altrincham.

Looking back to our last meeting with Corby we
were frustrated to find their goalkeeper in such
inspired form. That day he made several
excellent saves to keep them in the lead.

But we showed the determination required to
haul ourselves level and to eam another shot at

progressing to the second round where either

Bamet or Chariton await.

We hope that we succeed tonight because we'd

like to test ourselves against Football League

opposition.

Last season, we enjoyed a successful run in this

competition, with wins over Grays, Rochdale
and Rotherham rewarding us with a place in

the hat for the third round where we were
unlucky not to take Southampton to a replay.

Our performances, especially in both games
against Rochdale and Rotherham, highlighted
the small difference between sides in the
Football League and in the Blue Square Bet
Premier.

We weren't surprised that both Rochdale,
Rotherham and Southampton all went onto
enjoy success in one way or another and it is a
testament to the way we played and our desire

to succeed against sides in the league above us,

Corby may be a league below us but come the
first whistle this evening it will be 11 versus 11

- just like it was in the first game at their place.

GEORGE PILKINGTON'S SHIRT IS SPONSGRED BY WHOSH AND BOBBERS TRAVEL CLUB

Following positive results in the past week our
confidence has been sky high but we must not
get too overconfident today because that may
lead to our downfall.

The pitch at Corby wasn't the greatest to play
football on but that will be a different story
tonight because our pitch has been in fantastic
condition so all credit to the ground staff for
their hard work. It really does make a difference.

Our last two league fixtures have seen mixed
results and | thought after being frustrated by
Wrexham on a wet and windy night last
Thursday our performance at
Altrincham on Saturday was
excellent.

Altrincham might be bottom of
the table but as we know, they
are a very tough nut to crack,
especially on their home turf.

Itwas great to see Alex Lawless hit
the winner. Although | was a long
way from the incident | don't think
there was any doubt about the goal
but it was strange the way in which
the officials signalled for the
goal. If we were in
Altrincham's shoes - we'd
probably be aggrieved
too. =

But it was no more than
we deserved. It was a
solid display and as a
defender it was pleasing
that we restricted them
to shots from distance
and Mark Tyler was rarely
troubled.

That was our second game
inthe space of 36 hours but
we looked and felt as fresh

as we've ever done and that is down to no small
part of the medical staff who have made sure
we have recovered properly and for that we are
grateful.

I'd also like to thank all the supporters who
tumed out for all three away games, especially
those at Wrexham, plus everyone who made
the 125th anniversary celebrations against
Bath so special the last time we were at
Kenilworth Road.

Get behind the lads again this evening.




INTRODUCING

CORBY TOWN

HISTORY

Formed in 1948, the Club started out playing in
the United Counties League and were
champions of that competition in 1950,/51 and
1951,/52,

They then switched to the Midland League and
almost completed a hatrick of league titles,
finishing as runnersup to Nottingham Forest
Reserves in 1952,/53 after losing a last game of
the season decider.

Corby remained in the Midland League for six
years and although they never quite reached the
heights of that first season they did enjoy some
successful times.

In 1954,/55 they reached the first round proper
of the FA Cup for the first time ever and were
beaten 2:0 at home by Watford in front of a
crowd of 6,763. In 1956,/57 the Steelmen beat
Gainsborough Trinity 140 at Occupation Road
in a Midland League fixture - still the club's
record victory.

In 1958 Corby moved to the Southem League,
where they remained until 2009 . During their
time in this competition the Steelmen scaled the
heights of topping the Premier Division in 1965
and finally winning the title in 2009 and
plunged to the depths of finishing bottom of the
league on several occasions.

In 1963/64 Corby lifted the Merit Cup as the
highest scoring team in the Southem League
and repeated the feat during their 1990/91
promotion campaign. During their time in the
competition they have also played in Division
One (North), Division One (West), Division One
(East), Southern Division and Midland Division.

For the first time in their history Corby played
some of their home games outside the town at
the start of the 2005/06 season. Work at
Rockingham Triangle meant that the Steelmen
played their opening games at Kettering Town's
Rockingham Road ground. This did not prevent
them from retuming to the Southem League
Premier Division after an 11 year absence by
finishing as runnersup to Boreham Wood in
Division One East.

As well as being their 62nd season, the current

campaign marks the 45th anniversary of the
club's greatest achievement: knocking the
Hatters out of the FA Cup in a second round
replay at Kenitworth Road.

The Steelmen moved to their current
Rockingham Triangle ground on the outskirts of
the town in 1985 having previously played at
Occupation Road since their formation. Work
has recently begun on a new ground adjacent to
the current location and the club hope to be
playing on the new pitch by the end of the
current season.

GOALKEEPERS

JACK DRURY

Highly+ated youth team goalkeeper who has
joined the first team squad for the cument
season.

CHRIS MACKENZIE

A Northamptorrbom goalkeeper who originally
joined Corby as a teenager from Higham Town
in 1990 and made his first team debut in
November of that year. Took over as first choice
goalkeeperin 1992,/93 and his impressive form
eamed him trials with Derby County and, in the
summer of 1994, a move to Hereford United.
Since then Chris has played for Rothwell Town
(loan), Rushden & Diamonds (loan),
Farnborough, Leyton Orient, Nuneaton
Borough, Telford United, Chester City,
Shrewsbury, Kidderminster and Hinckley United
- where he scooped a hattrick of Player of the
Year awards last season. Rejoined Corby during
the summer.

DEFENDERS

ASA CHARLTON

A fultback bom in Cosford, Asa had a spell on
the books of Stoke City as a youngster and then
joined Kidderminster Harriers. Since then he has
played for Willenhall, Redditch United and
Telford twice, as well as Sandwell Borough,
Rushall Olympic, Stourport Swifts, Worcester
City, Halesowen Town, Mansfield Town and
Hednesford Town. Was captain at Redditch last
season and joined Corby in the summer.

LIAM DOLMAN
A Brixworthtbom centre back who is a strong
tackler, good in the air and distributes the ball

STEELMEN

MEET THE MANAGER:

GRAHAM DRURY

Graham was a reserve team player at
Grantham Town under Martin O'Neill and
also played for Hamowby United and
Boume Town.

He began his managerial career with
Sunday side Hamowby Athletic and in
seven years with them he won a total of 16
trophies.

He also led Bottesford to promotion in the
Notts Alliance before having a successful
fouryear stint with Hamrowby in the United
Counties League.

During his time with the Arrows he steered
them into the Premier Division for the first
time in their history.

Graham was appointed manager of
Stamford in May 2005 and in his first
season with the Daniels he led them to
promotion to the Southem League Premier
Division via the Division One Play-Offs.

In 2006/07 Stamford finished in a
creditable eighth position in the Premier
Division but his team building plans for the
2007/08 campaign were thrown into
disarray when the club was switched to the
Unibond League.

After a difficult start Stamford got to grips
with their new surroundings and they were
ninth in the table when Graham, and his
assistant Paul Holden, switched to Corby
Town in January, 2008.

Following his amival he lifted the Steelmen
out of the relegation zone and after
rebuilding the team he led Corby to the
Southem League Premier Division
championship last season.

well. He began as a trainee with Northampton
and signed his first professional contract in July
2006. He gained vital experience with loan
spells at Aylesbury United, Bishops Stortford and
Kettering during 2005/06. After making his
debut in an LDV Trophy tie in October 2005
Liam appeared briefly in Northampton's first
team in 2006,/07 and then established a more
regular place at the heart of the Cobblers
defence the following season. He was released
from Sixfields at the end of 2008/09 and
signed for Kidderminster in August 2009. He
amived at Corby on a month's loan in February
2010 and has now signed permanently for the
Steelmen.

PHIL GULLIVER

Commanding 6ft 2intall centre half who joined
Corby in December 2008 and scored once in 23
appearances during the Southem League
championship rurn in 2008,/09. Phil began his
career at Middlesbrough and had loan spells at
Blackpool, Carlisle and Bourmemouth. After
leaving Middlesbrough he played for Rushden &
Diamonds and Hereford United.

CHRIS HOPE

The other half of Corby's experienced central
defensive partnership, 36yearold Chris was bom
in Sheffield and began his careerwith Darlington
Juniors before signing for Nottingham Forest in
September 1990. Had a loan spell with
Kettering Town in 1992,/93 and in July 1993 he
was transferred to Scunthorpe. In July 2000 a
£250,000 fee took him to Gillingham, where he
was an ever present in his first three seasons.
Following his release by the Gills Chris joined
Rushden & Diamonds in July 2006. During three
seasons at Nene Park he scored 11 goals in 132
appearances for Diamonds and in 2008,/09
took on the added responsibility of
player/coach. He also picked up a couple of
Player of the Year awards but rejected the terms
offered to him in the summer and was snapped
up by Graham Drury in June 2009.

DANNY PITHAM

A fultback or central defender who was with
Coventry City and Bumley as a youngster. He has
also had two spells with Hinckley United and
one apiece with Nuneaton and Bedworth.
Joined Corby Town from Hinckley in the summer.

PHILIP WATT

A central defender or leftback who appeared in
the first team at Lincoln City and also had a spell
on loan at Grantham Town. Phil was one of
Graham Drury's first signings for Corby when he
joined on a month’s loan from Lincoln City in
January 2008. Was signed on a permanent
basis after having his contract at Lincoln
cancelled and made 39 appearances in the
2008/09 Southern League championship
suCcess.

DEAN WEST

Experienced 36yearold rightback who joined
Corby in July 2008 from Kings Lynn. Dean made
his full Football League debut for Lincoln City at
the age of 17. Also played professionally for Bury,
Bumley and Boston United. Had an excellent
first season as a Steelman, making 48
appearances and being voted the Supporters'
Player of the Year.

MIDFIELDERS

ANDY GOODING

Another summer anival from Hinckley United,
Andy began his career with Coventry and played
alongside Theo Walcott for England Under-19s.
He had spells on loan to Rushden & Diamonds
and Burton Albion and following his release by
Coventry he joined Hinckley in 2008.

ANDY HALL

An exdting rightsided player who amived at
Corby in the summer having begun his career as
a trainee with Coventry. Following his release
from the Sky Blues Andy joined Kettering and
then had a spell with Halesowen Town before
joining Hinckley United in 2008.

RICHARD LAVERY

A strong tackling midfield player who was bom
in Coventry, Richard has traveled around the
Midlands' nordeague scene having played for
Bedworth, Hinckley Athletic, Nuneaton Borough,
Stratford Town, Massey Ferguson, Atherstone
United, Tamworth, Hinckley United and Telford.
Was captain of Hinckley last season and came to
Corby in the summer.

Steve played in the first team at Oadby Town as
a teenager and then had a spell with Rothwell
Town. He first joined Corby in 2006 and was
voted Player of the Year for 2006,/07. He signed
for Graham Drury at Stamford and picked up
another Player of the Year award there in
2007,/08. Steve made a welcome retum to
Corby in May,,2008 and picked up the
Managers' Player of the Year accolade after
scoring nine goals in 48 appearances in our
Southern League championship success in
2008/09.

ADAM WEBSTER

Bom in Leicester, Adam started out in the
Leicester Senior League with Thurmaston and
was then snapped up by Notts County. Gained
limited first team experience at Meadow Lane
before joining Bedworth United and then having
seven prolific years with Worcester City.
Continued to score regularly following a move to
Hinckley United and it is hoped he can carry on
that form now he is a Steelman.

STRIKERS

SIMON BROWN

An extensivelytravelled forward bom in West
Bromwich. Having started out with West Brom
he has since had spells with Kidderminster,
Mansfield, Wrexham, Rushden & Diamonds,
York City, Wrexham and Eastwood Town. Joined
Corby Town in the summer.

STEVE DIGGIN

A21yearold Northamptorrbom striker signed in
June 2007 from Cogenhoe United where he had
been a prolific goal scorer in 2006,/07. To date
‘Digger’ has an impressive strike rate for the
Steelmen, being our top scorer in his first two
seasons with 30 and 25 goals respectively. This
form eamed him both the Supporters' Player of
the Year and Players' Player of the Year awards in
2007,/08. Was previously with Kings Lynn.

MICHAEL FREW

Michael was with Peterborough United as a
scholar. He then had a prolific spell at Yaxley
which eamed him a trial with Lincoln City and a
move to Nuneaton Borough. Has also played for
Hucknall Town, Kings Lynn, Cambridge City,
Histon and Brackley Town. He amived at Corby
Town in the summer.

NATHAN JARMAN

Scunthorpebomn forward who joined Bamsley as
a trainee and signed his first professional
contract in May 2005. He made 19 first team
appearances for the Tykes and also had a loan
spell with Bury before joining Grimsby Town on
a free transfer in September 2007. Gained
significant Football League experience during his
three years with Grimsby and came to Corby
Town in the summer.

BEN MACKEY

Joined Corby from the latter in the summer
having begun his career in the Coventry City
Academy and became the club’s youngest ever
first team player when he made his debut as a
16yearold. He also played for Irish club Linfield
before making his name in norHeague circles as
a prolific goalscorer with Leamington and
Brackley Town.

JAMIE McGHEE

A 19yearold winger bom in Grantham. Jamie
made his Football League debut for Mansfield
Town as a 17+earold in 2006/07 but didn't
appear in the first team the following season, at
the end of which the Stags lost their Football
League status. Speedy, skilful and direct, he
joined Corby Town in June 2009.

GLENN WALKER

A fast and skilful left winger who joined Corby
from Banbury United in January 2010. Started
the 2009//10 season with Long Buckby.

10 LUTON TOWN v CORBY TOWN
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INVESTOR IN PEOPLE

APPROVED CONTRACTOR

TONIGHT'S THE NIGHT

The winners of this evening's replay will be on
the road to face Football League opposition.

Lleague 1 highflyers Charlton Athletic or
League 2 strugglers Bamet will be the port of
call for either the Town on Corby for a second
round date due to take place a week on
Saturday, 27th November.

Whatever the result tonight, the Hatters' Blue
Square Bet Premier fixture with Darlington will
not go ahead following the Quakers' progress in
round two after their win over Bristol Rovers.

If the scores are level after 90 minutes tonight
there will be 30 minutes of extra time and if the
sides cannot be separated the tie will be
decided by penalty kicks.

KICK-OFF CHANGE
Meanwhile, the kickoff time for the Town's Blue
Square Bet Premier fixture against York City has
been brought forward.

The match at Kenilworth Road on Saturday
18th December will now kickoff at midday
instead of 3pm.

This game has also been made allticket.

TOWN LAND LAWLESS
The Hatters completed the signing of York
midfielder Alex Lawless last week.

Lawless, 25, made his debut in the defeat at
Wrexham last Thursday but scored the winning
goal in Saturday’s 1-0 win at Altrincham.

Make sure you buy your copy of Talk of the
Town for Saturday's visit for Histon which will
include an interview with the newest member
of the Town squad plus photographs and

ALEX LAWLESS

reaction from the games with Wrexham and
Altrincham.

TELEVISION OFFER

Premier Sports TV have teamed up with the
Hatters to offer fans a special two months for
half price promotion enabling fans to watch all
the live action over the winter for only £3.49 per
month.

To take advantage of this special offer please
enter the code LT65 at www.premiersports.tv or
call 0871 663 9000 quoting the code.

The offer, which ends on 28th February 2011,
is open to new customers only and terms and
conditions apply.

Premier Sports TV shows 30 live games from
the Blue Square Bet Premier every season as
well as goal highlights from other games. The

league has entered into a revenue sharing
arrangement whereby once the cost of
production is covered clubs received 50% of all
revenue on top of the basic amount.

LOOK PRETTY IN PINK

We are delighted to reveal that our final delivery
of adult commemorative pink and blue shirts
has been brought forward from early 2011 to
arrive the week before Christmas.

Supporters are now able to preorder these
on our eticketing website or in person at the
club shop in Kenilworth Road.

There is still a small amount of the adult
anniversary shirts available in the club shop
and a significant supply of all junior sizes
available in  the shop and at
www hattersshop.co.uk.
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On winning The FA Cup
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) LUTON SUPPORTERS TRY TO GAIN ANY VANTAGE POINT POSSIBLE TO SEE THE TOWN TAKE ON TOTTENHAM IN 1949.

Immediate postwar Britain was said to be
cold, grey and miserable. Troops returning
from all comers of the world found bombsites,
power cuts and ration books,

Everyone needed some cheering up and with
entertainment at a premium, few people had
television remember, football enjoyed a boom
time.

The Hatters were in the old Division Two and
crowds flocked to Kenilworth Road, none more
so than when the aristocrats from North
London, Tottenham, rolled into town.

As well as attracting large support, Spurs were
our closest neighbours at the time and so it
was a near certainty that the ground record

would be smashed each time they visited.

The Kenilworth Road record stood at 25,746
for the visit of Swindon in the FA Cup in 1938
but Spurs attracted 26,362 for their first post
war visit in 1946.

The following season the record was broken
again when 26496 squeezed in and
although the crowd was a little down in
1948/49 a massive 27,319 were shoehomed
in on 22nd October 1949, although some
spectators could not find a spot to stand on
the terraces and so had to make do with
balancing on the corugated iron fence which
separated the ground from a long drop to the
railway line. No health and safety in those
days!

For the record, Tottenham were all over the
Town in the first half with their ‘push and run’
football but tended to over elaborate and only
had one goal, scored by Sonny Walters after
29 minutes, to show for their superiority by the
interval.

Astrong talking to by manager George Martin
at halftime had the desired effect as George
Stobbart levelled on 53 minutes and from
then on the game could have gone either way
but finished in an honourable draw.

That was to be the parting of the ways for a
while as Totténham won Division Two that
season before winning the League
Championship the following year.

Roger Wash




After four seasons of nonsstop excitement the
Town's hopes of a third promotion over the
same period ended with three poor displays
over Easter 1971, but it had been good while
it lasted.

The 1971,/72 campaign was always going to
be an anticlimax and so it proved. With ace
marksman Malcolm Macdonald now banging
in the goals for Newcastle following his record
£165,000 move, the striker's role had been
taken over by Don Givens and new signing Vic
Halom but although both were good players
in their own right neither had the explosive
power of Supermac.

With goals hard to come by, extra pressure was
placed on the defence with the result that too
many games were ending 00 or in a namow
defeat.

After a win over Fulham in late September the
Town went on a run of eight games without a
further victory leading up to the first visit to
Blackpool since 1959/60.

Considering that the Hatters had lost at
eventual bottom club Watford in a dismal
game the previous week and had slumped to
just above the drop zone, a full trainload of
supporters, taking advantage of the special
£1.25 fare, set out from Luton along with the
players and directors.

With snow starting to fall, the train ground to
a halt at Warrington due to a derailment and
there we sat.

The Town officials had been told of the
potential problem when stopping briefly at
Crewe and coach Jimmy Andrews telephoned
through the team to centrehalf Chris Nicholl
who was already at the ground having stayed

L
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with relatives in the northwest. There were no
mobile phones in those days!

With a potential fine now avoided the team still
had to get to Bloomfield Road in time and the
train finally amived with barely 20 minutes to
go before kickoff. The players were already
changed and a coach with a police escort
whisked them off to the ground scattering a
camival procession along the way.

We supporters had to walk and | got in just as
the game kicked off in a blizzard.

Blackpool had not set the division on fire since
relegation from the top flight the previous
summer but had lost only once at home that
season, to eventual champions Norwich, and
still had some household names in their side
with Tommy Hutchinson and Micky Bums both
going close in the opening minutes.

It was the Hatters, though, who opened the
scoring after 35 minutes when Givens hit a
shot from the edge of the area following a

goalmouth scramble. The ball eluded everyone
before ending up in the back of the net.

It was now backs to the wall as the Town
defence battled against the elements and the
Blackpool forward line but, although substitute
Fred Kemp hit a post towards the end, we
managed to hold out and even had the luxury
of seeing our own Viv Busby fire against the bar
in the closing stages.

To cap the Train ride from Hell' the heating
system broke down on the way home and | can
assure you it was very cold!

Luton Town: Read, John Ryan, Slough, Court,
Nicholl, Moore, Anderson, Busby, Givens, Keen,
Hindson.

Blackpool: Buridge, Hatton, Mann, Suddaby,
Alcock, Simpkin, Hutchison, Suddick, Dyson,
Lennard (Kemp), Bums.

Roger Wash

CHRIS NICHOLL, A ROCK AT THE HEART OF THE LUTON DEFENCE




 CROW 16, PILKINGTON 28, ATIENG 34

 BLUE SQUARE BET PREMIER

KENILWORTH ROAD, SATURDAY 30TH OCTOBER 2010 ATT: 7,003

MONEY TALK

"] think after the champagne football we've been
playing here this season we were due a half like that

and it's happened today.

“We were 30 ahead but you've got to give Bath

credit. They brought on an extra man in midfield at

halftime and we struggled to get to get to grips with
it"

LINE-UPS

Luton Town: Tyler, Gleeson, Muiray, Keane,
Pilkington, BamesHomer, Atieno (sub Besta 57),
Drury, Kroca, Howells, Crow (sub Walker 74).
Subs not used: Asafu-Adjaye, Watkins, Kidd.

Bath City: Robinson, Rollo, Jones (sub Bumell
46), Connolly, Webb, Canham, Jombati,
Mohamed (sub Murray 76), Edwards, Watkins
(sub Phillips 42), Russell. Subs not used: Harris,
Edwards.

POSSESSION

‘SHOTS ON TARGET
SHOTS OFF TARGET

CORNERS

% trust in luton
luton tewn §uppoﬁgs' trust

SPONSORS’ MAN OF THE MATCH
GEORGE PILKINGTON

The skipper notched his fourth goal of the season

- the 10th of his Hatters career - to double the
lead in what was another solid display at the heart
of the defence.
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BATH CITY 1

 PHILLIPS 85

GEORGE PILKINGTON HEADS THE TOWN'S SECOND GOAL

CussEL.

wirie

128 .

MATCHBEPORT

The Town notched their sixth win in seven
matches to go three points behind the league
leaders as they marked their 125th anniversary
weekend with a victory.

On a day of poignant celebration on the eve of
the Hatters' first competitive game in 1885, it
was three goals in a 18 minute spell that
proved to be the difference.

Danny Crow, George Pilkington, Taiwo Atieno
put the Hatters in command at the break as
the goals and smiles flowed before the Romans
grabbed a consolation in what was a low-key
second 45 minutes,

With the Town support still flooding through
the turnstiles they almost missed a goal within
the first 20 seconds when Atienosaw an effort
hacked off the line.

Crow and Atieno both went close to breaking
the deadlock but that changed on 16 minutes
when Andy Drury was able to slalom down the
right flank, cut inside and amow a shot
goalwards from 22 yards that was split by
Ryan Robinson in the Bath goal and Crow
pounced on the loose ball to poke home the
opener.

One became two 12 minutes later when
Pilkington rose highest above everyone at the
backpost to nod home an Drury corner:

With the Town's confidence flowing, Bath had
no answer and six minutes later Atieno got off
the mark for the season when rounding off a
fine move, taking a pass from Crowin his stride
to sweep home the third goal of the aftemoon.

The second half was a different story, Bath
pulled a goal back through substitute Lee
Phillips on 65 minutes, after he got the better
of Zdenek Kroca and slotted past Mark Tyler.

Following that minisetback though the Hatters
upped the ante in search of a fourth with
Bames-Homer, Drury and Pilkington all missing
chances but in the end they had to settle for
three on a day of celebration.
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A 31 success over Bath proved the perfect way
for the Town to celebrate 125 years of history.
The first half performance from the cumrent crop
of Hatters players paid the perfect homage to
their predecessors, some of whom were at
Kenilworth Road to witness it, as Luton made
it three home wins in a row.

"It was a very proud moment for all the guys,”
George Pilkington explained after the match,
as he reflected on a special day for everyone
involved. "Obviously there is such a massive
history here at Luton Town and 125 years is
brilliant.

“The club has had ups and downs over the last
few years but we're heading in the right
direction now and got a good result against
Bath City."

This was certainly true as Town dominated the

opening 45 minutes with goals from Danny
Crow, Pilkington and Taiwo Atieno putting
Luton 30 up atthe break but things didn’t flow
so well after the break as the Hatters skipper
revealed. s

"It probably wasn't the performance we were
looking for in the second half but | think we're
probably due one of those because we've been
doing well as of late, so we must move onto the
next game now.”"

After the interval newly-promoted Bath City
came back into the game and frustrated the
Hatters with a solid defensive display and even
pulled a goal back through Lee Phillips midway
through the half.

And whilst Pilkington was disappointed the
side could not keep a dlean sheet, it was
eaming three points that mattered most.

“They set out really defensively and their game
plan went out the window in the first half, we
managed to get a few goals and were really
comfortable in the second half," he said.

“But they made a couple of subs, which gave
them more up top, and their defenders gota lot
of the ball for them and got them playing a bit.

"At 30 you fancy yourself to win the game but
obviously to lose in the second period 1-0 is
disappointing but we won't read too much into
it as we move onto the next game.

"We've just got to keep pushing and pushing.
The table is tight with only a few points gap
between the top six or seven.

“So it's important we keep winning, but we
should keep focusing on what we're doing
more than everybody else and hopefully we
can catch them and take over the top spot.”

8ED
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ROCKINGHAM TRIANGLE, SATURDAY 6TH NOVEMBER 2010 ATT: 2,000

“Welve played with what you would say is a
weakened team as we had some key players
missing and we've stayed in the competition.

“To be honest, sometimes, that is all that matters.
When you' get to the replay, noone will be too
bothered about how:we have performed here if we
go and win and get through.”

Luton Town: Tyler, Cleeson, E Murray, Keane,
Pilkington, BamesHomer, Atieno, Howells, Asafu-
Adjaye, Gnakpa, Walker:(sub Poku 46). Subs not
used: Besta, Lacey, Patrick, Woodrow, O'Doninell,
Kidd.

Corby Town: MacKenzie, Pitham, Charlton,
Hope, Gulliver, Lavery, Hall, Towers, Jarman (sub
Diggin 72), Mackey (sub Webster 87), Walker.

Subs not used: West, Thackeray, Green, Dolman,
HE

POSSESSION

‘SHOTS ON TARGET

YELLOW CARDS

RED CARDS

ED ASAFU ADJAYE

Drafted into centrehalf with Zdenek Kroca out
injured, the young defender put in a mature
display at the heart of the Town defence to quell
the threat of the Corby attack, especially in the first
half.
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TAIWO ATIEN TRIES HIS LUCK

Vi

CLAUDE GNAKPA ISES HIGHEST

M M L Ll i

MATTHEW BARNES-HOMER HEADS THE EQUALISER

MATCH REPORT

Matthew BarnesHomer's 10th goal of the
season seven minutes from time rescued the
Town from an FA Cup upset at Corby.

The Town were reminded of their infamous
defeat to the Steelmen in 1965 when Corby
players on duty that they were paraded to the
2000strong crowd as the two sides emerged
prior to kickoff.

That rallied the hosts who started the brighter of
the two sides and the Town had Jake Howells to
prevent Nathan Jarman from testing Mark Tyler
on 10 minutes.

But that was brief respite for a Hatters side
missing several key personnel through injury as
their Blue Square Bet North opponents took a
shock lead on 14 minutes when leading
marksmen Ben Mackey was left unmarked to
head past an exposed Tyler.

The Town's response to going behind was swift
with Claude Gnakpa causing the hosts problems
with his pace and strength that almost saw the
Frenchman level-three minutes later with a shot
that whistled the wrong side of the post.

All of 3 sudden the Hatters were dominating and,
after BamesHomer saw a shot tumed behind, a
goaHine clearance from Andy Hall kept out
Taiwo Atieno's header from Keith Keane's corner
hefore Dan Walker - making his first start for the
Town - headed over.

Still the Hatters pressed but Chris Mackenzie in
the home goal continued to frustrate the visitors,
this time making an excellent fingertip save to
tum over a powerful header from Gnakpa from a
deep Howells cross on 28 minutes.

While the Town still saw plenty of the ball it took
them until the 43rd minute to test Mackenzie
again when the influential Gnakpa drew a smart
save from the home side’s custodian.

Richard Money introduced Godfrey Poku for
Walker at the break as the Town changed shape
but despite dominating the Hatters could only
muster a flurry of off target efforts from distance.

Corby again had a super reflex save from
Mackenze to thank on 76 minutes when skipper
George Pilkington saw his fierce drive from the
edge of the penalty area pushed over the bar.

But just when it looked as though the Town were
going to be on the wrong end of a cup shock,
BamesHomer headed home from a similar
position from which Corby scored earlier, steering
Dan Cleeson's rightwing cross beyond
Mackenze.




The Hatters' late rally at the Rockingham Triangle fotced tonight's replay and whilst many players
in the Town camp left Northamptonshire just pleased to have eamed a second crack at Corby,
you could excuse Ed Asafu-Adjaye for having a slightly broader grin than most on the bus

home.

The FA Cup first round game presented the popular defender with the
opportunity to make his first start of the season and the 21+yearold
i was pleased to come away from it undefeated.

"It was a tough match on a difficult pitch to play on," he
explained. “It's not the sort of surface we can play our
game on but all credit to the lads, we kept going and
eventually it paid off,

"It was positive to see all the chances we did create but it

is a shame we didn't put them away. We made it harder

for ourselves, there were three or four chances in the first half
that we should have done better with."

Fortuntaley one of the chances that did fall Luton's way late on
came to Matthew BamesHomer and his leveller set up tonight's
replay. The Town's top scorer was pleased to have been able to find
away past the home side's Chris Mackenze, who to that point, had
looked like picking up a clean sheet and a Man of the Match award
for the Steelmen.

Speaking after the match the former Kidderminster striker said: “The
important thing is we are still in the cup. The lads had to dig in and
| thought we put in a better performance in the second half. “We
were okay in the first period but we put ourselves in a little bit of
trouble going 1-0 down, | thought | should have scored, but | got my
goal in the end.

"It is not the easiest pitch to play on but we can't make excuses, we
dealt with the pitch as best we could so the best thing about it is
that were still in the cup.

"We kept on pushing and pushing, we kept creating chances and in
the end it was just in time. Had we have done it earlier in the game,
' \ then we probably could have got another one near the end.”

®E



DATE OPPOSITION ~ H/A  COMPSCORE ATT AWAY POS  STARTING XI ‘ SUBSTITUTES

LEAGUE TRBLE

Altrincham H BSBP 6665101 6 Tfr  Cleeson GPikington Krocal FMumay Dty  AMumay Howells** Gallen* Cow*  Cralpa™  Craddock***  KPikington  Blackett
Tuel7  KetteringTown A BSBP 31 2906 1664 1  KPikington Cleeson ~ GPikington Kioca ~ FMumay Gnakpa** AMumay » Keane ~ Drury  Callen*  BHomer3 Crow* Hovells**  Besta*** Tyfer Newton HOME
Sat 21 FleetwoodTown A BSBP 30 2831 715 1  Tyer Cleeson  GPikington Kioca ~ FMumay Gnakpa 1 *Besta Keane  Dury  Cow**  BHomer1 Howells* * Craddock** TNewton KPikington ~ AMuray | P W B L F A WD L F A EPS
Tue2d  NewportC ~ H BSBP 11 6945423 1 Te  Ceeson Ghikigion Krocal FMuray Cralge* Besta  Keane Duy  Galen  BHomer** Honels*  Cow™ ,  Crddock™™*  Kpikingion ~ Newton | NCWNBLEDON 19 6 2 1 186 5 0 4 15 14 13 3|
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SEPTEVBER I B , om0 4 5 0 B4 3 2 06 10 32
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Tue28 MansfieldTown H BSBP 20 6024303 6 Tjer  Gleson  GPikington Kooca  F.Munay Gnakpa  Howels  Keane  M:Smith 1*Crow 1" BHomer* AMuray*  Newton**  Afieno***  KPikington  Blackett | 10 MANSFIELD 194 2 3 18134 1 5 138 126 27
OCITOBER I B i cunen 19 5 2 3 106 17 1 1009 6 27|
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NOVEMBER s . e | 18 TAMWORTH 93 43 171722 § 9 167 2
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Mon 25 Histon A BSBP KEVIN PILKINGTON 20 0 0w 0 20 0 0 0 13 0 |
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@ WITH SKY NEWS PRESENTER JON DESBOROUGH

I'm just back from a week in Bordeaux, where
| visited a friend who is a Leeds fan.

He's been there six years - surrounded by
vineyards of lovely claret grapes.

Somehow, | resisted the temptation for the
obvious barracking: “You're only here because
your team's been such rubbish for the past
few seasons.”

But | did ask him if there was anything he
missed  about Britain.Really ._incisive
questioning by Desborough there, | thought!

He said he missed the sense of humour in
England and the banter.

And you get plenty of that when you watch
football. Most of it to music. Some of it in Drag
-as Wayne Rooney found out at Stoke City last
monthAnd you've got to leam to take it - as
well as give it.

When Luton were promoted to the
Championship in 2005, | couldn't get a ticket
for love nor money.

Just give me a sécond to bask in the nostalgia
of league footy, would you?

We beat Southampton 3-2 in the first game at
Kenilworth Road. I had blagged a ticketin the
Oak Road End. | know. Unforgivable. But
needs must.

Southampton sang: ‘I've got a garden shed -

biggerthan this". | liked that.

You then gave it back at St Mary's in the FA
Cup third round tie this January: “Football
League? You're havin' a laugh!" was the chant.
I'Liked that one even more.

| witnessed one of the most memorable
wincups ever in, all of places, the Shed End
at Chelsea a few years back.

Again - I'm sorry. | shouldn't have been there.
But it's the job.

City fans spent the entire game (a heavy
defeat for them - but it didn't shut them up)
taunting one ‘bighoned man with a lot of
personality, with the following :"Fat bloke!
Give us a wave. Fat bloke! Fat bloke! Give us a
wave.

The Chelsea fan refused.

His arms stayed down for an hour or more.
And then, when he could take it no more, he
leapt out of his seat and flicked the double V/
sign.City. fans reacted straight away.

"We love you fat bloke, we do. We love you fat
bloke, we do..

"Great red wine in Bordeaux. Butyou don't get
banter like that.

Enjoy the game.
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courses in sport and ,
education. With mo C i‘fferent degrees to ehaese fram,

we can help you raal 'Se m;u 4sportmg p@tentlal S8

Profile:

Michael Sup
Football studies student

Why sport at Bedfordshire is‘best
for you:

» Our £8m PE and Sport Science Centre will

be used to support 2012 Olympic-Athletes Currently in his first year, Michael has

landed a position with Luton Town as

o With over 100 years’ experience we have
head coach for under—12's.

an outstanding reputation for our sports
courses

» We have a high employability rate with
92% of graduates going on to work or
further study within six months of
graduating

» You will be taught by leading experts with
sport and industry experience

Take advantage of world-class facilities
on and off campus

To find out more

call: 01234 793279

~ Email AskBeds:

- www.beds.ac. uk/
visit: www.beds.ac.\
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POST-MATCH

Player

FOR ALL THE POST-MATCH REACTION PLUS
HIGHLIGHTS FROR TONIGHT'S GAME VISIT
WWW.HATTERSPLAYER.CO.UK OR LOG-ON T0
WWW.LUTONTOWN.CO.UK FC® A REPORT,
ANALYSIS, PHOTOGRAPHS AND REACTION.

MATCH CENTRE

HALF-TIME SCORE

FULL-TIME SCORE
- ATTENDANCE

 SCORERS

HISTON

SATURDAY 20t NOVEMBER 2010 3PM

BLUE SﬂlJARE BET @

MANAGER: RICHARD M(]NEY.‘ .

MARK TYLER

DAN GLEESON
FREDDIE MURRAY
KEITH KEANE
GEORGE PILKINGTON
ADAM NEWTON
AMARI MORGAN-SMITH
MATTHEW BARNES-HOMER
TAIWO ATIEND
ANDY DRURY
SHANE BLACKETT
ZDENEK KROCA
ALEX LAWLESS
JAKE HOWELLS

ED ASAFU-ADJAYE
PAVEL BESTA
CLAUDE GNAKPA
DANNY CROW

KEVIN GALLEN

ALEX LACEY
GODFREY POKU

JJ O'DONNELL

TAYLOR NATHANIEL
ADAM WATKINS
DAN WALKER
KEVIN PILKINGTON

sE p \“N TO =
58 - R ML

0’8AL\.V’\' STERLMEN

CORBY TOWN

MANAGER: GRAHAM DRURY

CHRIS MACKENZIE
DANNY PITHAM
ASA CHARLTON
CHRIS HOPE

PHIL GULLIVER
RICHARD LAVERY

ANDY HALL
STEVE TOWERS
NATHAN JARMAN
BEN MAGKEY
GLENN WALKER
DEAN WEST
LIAM GREEN
STEVE DIGGIN
MICHAEL FREW
ADAM WEBSTER
NATHAN THACKERY
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