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Brown's
men are
spot on at
Eastlands

el

By Sam
A Elliott

YES, the ruad to
redemption  was
paved with goals but
the journey was

fuelled by supporter

power.

Through the nine years of their
enforced creation, the fans have sup-
plied the rocket fuel that yesterday,
gloriously, propelled the club back to
the League.

From Combined Counties League to
the Football League in under a
decade, the second instalment of the
wonderful Wimbledon story is equal-
ly as fascinating and every bit as
captivating,

The Dons don't do things without
drama. Wimbledon supporter Seb
Brown saved in the shoot-out from
Alex Lawless and then Jason Walker.

Fans' king Danny Kedwell then
thrashed home the kick that finally
undid Luton, meaning it's a third
season in the Blue Square Bet Premier

The day, th 5
Dens. How fitting then that it was their
idol and the goalkeeper plucked from
the tarraces that fulfilled their dreams.

Manager Terry Brown said:“This is
for them - the supporters who have
had their club stolen from them and
have fought to get justice ever since.

““We have done it within nine years.
It's a wonderful, wonderful achieve-
ment and one that will live with me
forever."

Luton had the first chance of the
game three minutes in. Robbie Will-
meott’s corner to the back post found
Sam Hatton who put it back into dan-
gerous waters and Zdenek Kroca's
connection took the ball just wide.

In similar circumstances at the
other end, Wimbledon threatened.
Hatton put the corner in and Jamie
Stuart at the back post flashed his
header close.

Thena moment of controversy. Kaid
Mohamed ran at Dan Gleeson like an
express train down the track, his
exful low drive was spilt by Mark Tyler
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ALMOST THERE: AFC Wimbledon keeper Seb Brown celebrates after saving Alex Lawless’ penalty

only as far as Kedwell, who did what all
good number nines do and put the
ball in the back of the net without a
moment's hesitation.

Cue wild celebration on the Dons
bench. Fists clenched and jigs
danced, but their party was cut short
by ironic cheers from the Luton faithful
— assistant referee Michael Webb's
flag was raised for offside.

You could only feel
for boss Brown and his

scored after 33 minutes. Willmott's
free-kick was deep and haxd to
defend against, and after Kedwell
switched off for a split second it's hard
to justify Gnakpa missing the target
from eight yards out.

The second half started as the first
ended. Tackles flying, Alex Lawless
joined Keith Keane in the book after

down Steven Gregory, and
Wimbledon looking more likely to

break through.
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Howells was in.no mood
to be sombre and
almost hit them where
it hurts within minutes.
Clands Gnakpathen
went about causing
more problems, After
18 minutes he got the
better of Hatton, drift-
ed into the box and
unleashed a powerful

shot that Seb Brown sul MAK: suoerwm (Wdon)

did well to send over
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moned Matthew
Barnes-Homer, with
Willmott sacrificed.

Luton started to see
§ more of the ball, if not
the chances. You could
cut the atmosphere
inside the City of Man-
chester Stadium with a
knife,

Chances were at a
premium but the tem-

Eight minutes from time Brabin lost his
cool with referee Mr Adcock after, in
fairness,a bad call. lsmail Yakubu and
Jehnson for Wimbledon both flung
themselves at Hatton'’s corner and
struggling Gregory from distance was
only awhisker away.

Luton had their chances in an
explosive finale. Hatton threw his body
on the line to keep Barnes-Homer out
before time stood still as Walker
watched as the ball seemed to take
hours to strike Brown's post and
rebound into his arms.

The header was nearly perfect.
From Jake Howell's cross the ex-
Barrow man arrowed his attempt to the.

bottom corner. Luck, though, was not -

his friend as the woodwork came to
Wimbledon's rescue.

There was only one real opening in
the first half of the additional 30 min-
utes and it came in the closing stages.

Alex Lawless roamed around East-
lands like he owned the place before
unleashing a 20-yard shot that, had it
boasted another few inches of accu-
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racy, would have surely won the day.

The second quarter of an hour
belonged to Wimbledon. Substitute
James Mulley was unchecked, con-
trolled well but shot straight at Tyler.

Itwasn't the end of the action. After
Luke Moore had latched onto Ked-
well's flick, the winger drew in Ed
Asafu-Adjaye and delivered for
Mohamed but the forward's shot rattled
the post to the agony of the crowd.

Pain too for boss Brown, whose
water bottle was thrown miles up into
the Manchester sky in frustration. No
questions about losing his cool, of
course, but the Dons manager was
starting to see chances go begging.

Next, Luke Moore was denied by
the excellent Dan Gleeson three yards
out after Kedwell's ball into the box
and then Yakubu somehow missed a
free header with his captain better
placed. It didn't kill the dream.

Brown and Kedwell then wrote their
names intc Wimbledon folklore in
front of their fans. Mission accom-
plished.
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Subs not use
Danny Crow

Luton managed to get the
bridge United man on the ball during their
spell of first pressure but the winger
barely got any joy out of Dons’ right-back
Sam Hatton befors being withdrawn.

His face said it all when his close range
header, which looked certain to break the
deadlock, rebounded off the basa of the
postinto Dons' keeper Seb Brown's arms.
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