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Legal
Expenses
Insurance

Get 12 months FREE Motor
Legal Expenses Protection.

Complete peace of mind
with access to:

Free legal cover up to £100,000
Like for Like replacement hire
vehicle within 3 hours*

Vehicle recovery service

Vehicle repaired locally or in one
of our specialist repair centers

The number you need to remember in
case of an accident is ,
or visit

GT Law will get you back on the road
quickly and without any hassle, worry
or financial cost.

GT Law Solicitors are dedicated to getting
you the compensation you deserve.
Contact us today!

0844 856 6770
enquiries@gtlaw.co.uk
www.gtlaw.co.uk/lei

*Restrictions may apply.
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Welcome to Edgeley Park

Home of Stockport County FC since 1902

Directory

Chairman: Lord Peter Snape

Directors: Kevan Taylor, Mike Clark, Ken Graham,
Tony Evans

Chief Executive Officer: Graham Shaw

Team Manager: Dietmar Hamann

Assistant Team Manager: Willie McStay

Head of Youth: Stuart Delaney

Recruitment Officer: Alan Lord

Physiotherapist: Rodger Wylde BSc (hons) MCSP, SRP
GK Coach: Bernhard Hirmer

Fitness Trainer: Will McCutcheon

Club Medical Officers: Dr. D Dawson, Dr. S Greenhough,
Dr P Bazley

Kit Man: Richard Landon

Club Secretary: Tony Whiteside

Commercial Manager: Rob Clare

Office: 0161 286 8903

Media: Phil Brennan

Supporters Liaison Officer: Andy Calvert

Safety Officer: Gordon Taylor

Groundsman: Danny Walker

Chaplain: Rev. Billy Montgomery

Ticket Office: 08456 885799

Community Foundation: Mike Smith

County Gold Bond Weekly Draw: Anthony Summers

County Life

Editor: Phil Brennan

Design: Andy Calvert, Match Day Cards

Print: Rubicon

Images: MPhotographic.co.uk

Contributors: Alan Angel, Ian Butterworth, Andy
Calvert, Gary Carter, Liam Corte, Leigh Edwards, Sean
Graham, Oliver Holt, Bernard Jordan, Jon Keighren,
Ian Lancashire, Pete Liggins, Mark Lockyear, Tony
Mason, Steven Oldham, Tony O’Shea, Ade Roberts, Phil
Robinson, Mike Smith, Ant Summers, Ian Watts, Jack
Wright, Rodger Wylde.

Historical Advisors: Marcus Heap & Ian Watts

All editorial in this programme is the copyright of Stockport County
Football Club and shall not be reproduced without permission. Every
effort has been made to trace the source of information/illustrations and
to ensure that copyright has not been infringed, our sincere apologies are
offered to anyone whose name has been inadvertently omitted.

The views of the individual contributors do not necessarily reflect the views
of Stockport County FC.
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Honours

Div 2 Runners-up 1997

Div 3 (North) Champions 1922, 1937

Div 3 (North) Runners-up 1929, 1930

Div 4 Champions 1967

Div 4 Runners-up 1991

League 2 Play-off Winners 2008

Div 2 Play-off Finalists 1994

Div 3 Play-off Finalists 1992

Autoglass Trophy Finalists 1992, 1993

Div 3 (North) Cup Winners 1935

Div 3 (North) Cup Finalists 1934
Manchester Senior Cup Winners 1898, 1899,
1915, 1923

Cheshire Medal Winners 1923, 1925, 1929,
1930, 1931

Cheshire Bowl Winners 1934, 1949, 1953,
1956, 1957, 1959, 1961, 1963

Cheshire Friendly Trophy Winners 1966, 1967
Cheshire Premier Cup Winners 1970, 1971,
2011

Football League Youth Cup Winners 2007
Football League Youth Cup Finalists 2010

Football League Records

Biggest Win: 13-0 Halifax Town, January 6th
1934

Best Run of Results: 9 consecutive wins without
conceding a goal, March 3rd 2007

Consecutive Away Wins: 8 April 12th 2008

Evacuation Procedures

In the event of an emergency at Edgeley Park
requiring evacuation of the ground in part or
whole, spectators are requested to remain where
they are and listen carefully to announcements
over the public address system.

The announcements may direct spectators

in a specified area of the ground and require
evacuation through exit gates to the outside

of the ground or through perimeter exit gates
onto the pitch. Club stewards and Police Officers
will assist in directing spectators to the safest
locations. If requested to evacuate a specified
area of the ground, spectators should do so as
calmly and quickly as they can to assist in a safe
and speedy evacuation.

All emergency announcements will be preceded
with a chime.

Fans are reminded that Edgeley Park is a No
Smoking arena.
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www.derby.ac.uk/shortcourses

ake the m
of your time

University of Derby Corporate have developed a wide range

short courses with you and your business in mind.

To f d out more and book your place.
v'C Il: 0800 678 3311 or visit: www.derby.ac.uk/shortco

BB UNIVERSITY
of DERBY

Proud to be associated with The Hatters

Take another look

Football historian
Leigh Edwards looks
at Luton Town’s
leading lights

Classic Campaign 1987-88

Ray Harford plotted Luton Town’s 1988
Littlewoods Cup final triumph. Danny
Wilson replaced Peter Nicholas in
midfield, while Micky Weir arrived from
Hibernian and Mike Newell moved to
Leicester. The Hatters won 5-2 at Oxford
and Ian Allinson was signed from Stoke
in October, with Luton losing just twice in
12 matches including a 7-4 win the return
match against Oxford, finishing ninth in
the top-flight. They defeated Wigan 5-2,
Coventry 3-1, Ipswich 1-0, Bradford City
2-0 and Oxford 3-1 in the Littlewoods
Cup before beating Arsenal 3-2 in the
final. Luton were also FA Cup semi-
finalists and Simod Cup finalists.

Managing to Succeed
- David Pleat

Articulate manager David Pleat guided
Luton Town to the Second Division title in
1981-82. A former winger, he played for
Nottingham Forest, Luton, Shrewsbury,
Exeter and Peterborough before becoming
Nuneaton’s player-boss. He rejoined
Luton as coach in July 1972 and became
manager in January 1978, guiding the
Hatters to the FA Cup semi-finals in
1984-85. Taking charge of Spurs in May
1986, he led them to the 1987 FA Cup
final, then managed Leicester City before
rejoining Luton in June 1991. He took the
Hatters to the FA Cup semi-finals again

in 1993-94, leaving in June 1995. Now
working in the media.

WWW.STOCKPORTCOUNTY.COM
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Luton Town

Names & Games
FAB FOUR

Bruce Rioch

Influential midfielder Bruce Rioch was capped 24
times by Scotland after leaving Luton Town. Signing
professional for Luton in September 1964, he
starred in the 1967-68 Fourth Division title triumph
and netted 46 goals in 149 League games prior to
joining Aston Villa for £100,000 in July 1969. He
was a key figure in their 1971-72 Third Division
title success and moved to Derby County in February 1974, helping
to win the League Championship in 1974-75. He played for Everton,
Derby again and Torquay, since managing Middlesbrough, Millwall,
Bolton Wanderers, Arsenal, Norwich City and Wigan Athletic.

Ricky Hill

England international midfielder Ricky Hill

was ‘Player of the Year’ when Luton Town won

the Second Division title in 1981-82. Signing

)| professional at Kenilworth Road in May 1976,

& he was ‘Player of the Year’ again in 1982-83 and
starred as Luton were FA Cup semi-finalists in 1984-
85. He featured in two consecutive Littlewoods

Cup finals including the 1988 Wembley triumph and netted 54
goals in 436 League games before moving to Le Havre in July 1989.
Reuniting with David Pleat at Leicester City in August 1990 and later
as a coach at Sheffield Wednesday and Spurs, he briefly rejoined
Luton as manager.

Brian Stein

England international striker Brian Stein scored
twice in Luton Town’s 1988 Littlewoods Cup

final triumph. Moving to Kenilworth Road from
Edgware Town in October 1977, he was leading
marksman in Luton’s 1981-82 Second Division

e success and also starred as they were FA Cup semi-
& finalists in 1984-85 and 1987-88. He joined French
side Caen in July 1988 and moved via Annecy back to Luton in July
1991. Voted ‘Player of the Year’ for the second time in 1991-92,

he netted 130 goals in 427 League games overall for the Hatters
before joining Barnet in August 1992. His younger brother Mark
also played for Luton.

Malcolm MacDonald

Ace marksman Malcolm Macdonald was capped 14
times by England after leaving Luton Town. Initially
with Tonbridge, he joined Fulham in August 1968
and moved to Kenilworth Road in July 1969. He
was Luton’s top scorer in two consecutive seasons
including the 1969-70 promotion success and
netted 49 goals in 88 League games before being
sold to Newcastle United for £180,000 in May 1971. An FA Cup
finalist in 1974, he joined Arsenal for £333,000 in August 1976 and
was an FA Cup finalist again in 1978 before injury ended his career.
He managed Fulham and Huddersfield Town and has since worked
in the media.
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Luton Town

01

MARKTYLER

02

DAN GLEESON

03

FREDDIE MURRAY

04

KEITH KEANE

05

DEAN BECKWITH

06

GEORGE PILKINGTON

07

ALEX LAWLESS

08

AMARI MORGAN-SMITH (1243)

09

MATTHEW BARNES-HOMER

10

DANNY CROW

11

ROBBIE WILLMOTT

12

SHANE BLACKETT

14

AARON O'CONNOR

15

JAKE HOWELLS

16

ED ASAFU-ADJAYE

1/

WILL ANTWI

18

CURTIS OSANO

19

JAMES DANCE

21

CHARLIE HENRY

24

ALEX LACEY

25

GODFREY POKU

26

JJ] O'DONNELL

28

ADAM WATKINS

9

DAN WALKER

30

KEVIN PILKINGTON

31

LEWIS KIDD

3

ASH DEENEY

33

RYAN DASILVSA

36

CHRISTIAN TAVERNIER
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Opposition
Luton Town

Gary Brabin

Gary Brabin actually began his career as an apprentice
with Stockport County signing professional forms in
1989, although after only 2 appearances for the first
team (SCAN 974) he was released.

Gary played for non league side Gateshead before
moving to Runcorn where he played in two successive
FA Trophy finals. He returned to Football League action
when he joined Doncaster Rovers in 1994.

He moved to Bury for £125,000 in March 1996 but
played only 5 league games before being sold to
Blackpool in the summer for £200,000. He spent a loan

~ spell at Lincoln City before joining Hull City in 1999.

Having left the ‘tigers’ in 2001 Brabin had spells with
Boston United, Torquay United, Chester City, TNS, Halifax
Town, Southport and Burscough before retiring as a player.

After spells as manager at Southport and Cambridge
United Brabin was originally brought to the club as
Chief Scout at the time Richard Money was appointed
manager in October 2009, Brabin was reassigned in the
new role as assistant manager in the summer of 2010.

Following the departure of Richard Money in March
2011, Brabin took control of the Hatters until the end of
the 2010/11 season.

After playing over 275 times in League football

as a tough-tackling midfielder, Brabin moved into
management firstly with Southport - guiding them to
the Conference North Play-offs - before moving south to
manage Cambridge United in 2008.

In his first - and eventually only - season at the Abbey
Stadium he guided the U’s to the Blue Square Premier
Play-off final after finishing runners-up to champions
Burton Albion, but lost to Torquay United at Wembley.
Despite that set-back Brabin was awarded the BSP
Manager of the Year award before behind the scenes
differences at the Abbey led to him leaving the club in
July 2009 before arriving at Kenilworth Road.

WWW.STOCKPORTCOUNTY.COM

Mark Tyler

Hugely experienced goalkeeper

who signed a two-year contract at

Kenilworth Road in June 2009 to

become Mick Harford’s fifth signing

of the summer following his release

from Peterborough United. Mark

made 483 appearances in 15 years at
London Road and was rewarded for his loyalty with
a testimonial against Liverpool in 2007. After falling
down the pecking order at Posh he found first team
opportunities hard to come by and in 2008/09 he
was loaned out to League 2 Bury where he made 11
appearances for the Shakers. A former England Youth
international, Tyler was handed the number one shirt
by the Hatters boss who admitted he’d failed in an
attempt to sign the stopper the previous summer. After
a hugely successful two years between the sticks at
Kenilworth Road, Mark signed a new contract in the
summer of 2011.

George Pilkington
Highly experienced defender who
Jjoined the club on a free transfer in
August 2008. Having began his career
as an Everton trainee, Pilkington joined
| Port Vale in June 2003, after a loan

spell at Exeter City. Having started
223 league games for the Valiants,

the highly-regarded defender has been named Player

of the Year twice. Injury frustrated the centre-half in his

_ first season at Kenilworth Road in 2008/09 but he still

managed to pick-up a Johnstone’s Paint Trophy winners’
medal. Pilkington hit the headlines for his goal scoring
exploits in the Town'’s first season in the Conference,
twice scoring braces in early season victories over
Mansfield and Crawley. His impeceable form on the pitch
led to him winning a string of end-of-season awards and
underlined his loyalty to the Hatters by signing a new
contract at the end of the 2009/10 campaign.

Dean Beckwith
Centre-back Beckwith became the
Hatters’ second signing of the summer
of 2011 following his release from
League 2 side Northampton Town.
The 27-year-old, who signed a two-
year deal at Kenilworth Road, was a
key member of the Cobblers’ squad
in 2010/11 which reached the fourth round of the
League Cup following wins over Brighton, Reading
and Liverpool. The commanding 6ft 3in defender
has experienced promotion from the Blue Square Bet
Premier before having been part of the Hereford United
side that won the Play-Off final against Halifax Town
in 2008. With almost 250 senior appearances to his
name after starting his career as a junior at Gillingham,
the centre-half enjoyed his best goal scoring season
last season scoring three goals. The defender turned
down offers from a number of Football League clubs
but was delighted to agree terms to bolster the Hatters’
defensive options.

WWW.STOCKPORTCOUNTY.COM
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Will Antwi
Ashford-born centre-half who signed a
¥ six-month contract in July 2011 following
| his release from Dagenham & Redbridge.

Capped once by Ghana, Antwi began

his career as a scholar at Crystal Palace,

making four league appearances before

moving to Aldershot in 2004. After one
season at the Rec, Antwi joined Wycombe Wanderers
where he made 42 league appearances between 2005 and
2009. With first team opportunities limited at Adams Park
Antwi joined Dagenham on loan before making the switch
permanent in July 2009 until he release following the
Daggers’ relegation.

Danny Crow
A nippy poacher of a striker, Crow joined
the Hatters from Cambridge United in
May 2010 following the expiry of his
contract at the Abbey Stadium. The front
man started his career as a trainee with
Norwich City and made his senior bow
. - in the Premier League for the Canaries
in December 2004. A loan spell at Northampton followed
towards the end of the 2004/05 season before he was
released by Norwich and signed for Peterborough in the
summer of 2005, notching 17 goals in his debut season
at London Road. Following a short loan spell at Notts
County, Crow was released by Posh and was snapped up
by Cambridge in September 2008. The energetic forward’s
strike-rate of 22 goals in 43 league starts won him many
admirers and his 19 goals during 2009/10 saw him scoop
the U's online Player of the Year award.

Amari Morgan-Smith

Striker or wide man who arrived

at Kenilworth Road as a free agent

following a two-year spell at Ilkeston

Town. He put pen to paper on a two-

year deal after two years with the Blue
h i Square Bet North side in which he

scored 34 goals in 77 starts. The fast
and skilful front man’s impressive form for the Robins
earned him a call-up to the England C squad at the end
of last season, earning his first cap against the Republic
of Ireland in May. Wolverhampton-born Morgan-Smith
started his career as a trainee with Wolves. He then
signed for Crewe and then Stockport where he made one
Football League appearance before moving to Ilkeston.
Before the 2009/10 season began the striker impressed in
a trial for Championship side Derby County and has since
gone on to score three goals in seven appearances for
Tlkeston. Earlier this season his former boss Kevin Wilson
hailed the striker, who scored 23 goals last season, as
the “hottest property in non-league football”. With huge
interest in the forward, Town boss Richard Money was
delighted to beat off competition from a number of
Championship and League One sides for Morgan-Smith’s
signature. And, hours after completing the paperwork,
Morgan-Smith was thrust into action for his debut
against Mansfield and scored in the 2-0 victory.
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Match Day Cards are the Football Marketing
brand of Mi5 Media who gives your company
the benefits of having it’s own in-house
marketing department, when you need it and
without the overheads.

From designing for print, web or coming up with
a unique marketing strategy for your business we
can give you the edge. We also have extensive
working knowledge of E-commerce and our
systems offer powerful secure selling online
while giving you full control.

We are proud to supply Stockport County

FC with the Award Winning Match Day Card
Scheme for the second season. The scheme
promotes upcoming fixtures, gives fans
something free to collect, while promoting local
companies and bringing revenue into the club.

Another service we provide is branding including
the re-work of the Club crest and the new

.

Today's Match Sponsor

Match Day Cards

1883 Club branding, website and brochures. If
you have been in contact with the commercial
department you would have seen more of our
work in the form of brochures and we also do the
artwork for this very programme ‘County Life’.

™

matchdaycards.com

If you are interested in promoting your
company through the Stockport County

FC Match Day Card scheme or to find out
how we can help your company with it’s
marketing contact Andy Calvert

on 07976 131145, info@matchdaycards.com
or visit www.matchdaycards.com /

(

Colourtone Ltd have been servicing the
Automotive refinishing market and industrial
outlets for 30 years in and around the
Manchester area. The main office and
distribution warehouse is located in Stockport
with a further branch in the Withington area

of Manchester also Servicing the Stafford area
and surrounding district with a mobile van shop
based in Stafford.

Colourtone Ltd carry an extensive range of
Car and Industrial paints and related products
to service industry and the UK automotive
refinishing market. We specialise in supplying
tools, equipment and paint materials to the UK
Automotive Refinishing Industry.

Our online shop www.colourtone.com provides
a service to the whole of the UK. Delivery costs to
the Highlands and Islands will be higher due to
additional delivery costs. Orders over £300 will
receive FREE delivery UK mainland. Payment for

Today’'s Match Ball Sponsor

Colourtone Ltd

your peace of mind is carried out via PayPal one
of the best known methods of online payment. If
you cannot find the product you are looking for
please contact us as we have many more lines in
stock. We are able to produce almost any colour
for any motor vehicle and supply cellulose paint
for the restoration of vintage cars.

olourtone

Unit 4, 106 Richardson Street,
Off Carrington Field St,
Higher Hillgate, Stockport
Cheshire SK1 3JL
Head Office/Stockport: 0161 477 6970
Stafford: 07736 807504
Manchester: 0161 448 0273

www.colourtone.com

o
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Gold Bond Weekly Draw

Good Afternoon to you all.

The Gold Bond Lottery is one massive source of
income to the club and also one WE as fans can
control. Our canvass team is out week nights
signing up everyone, so look out for us because
WERE COMING TO A HOUSE NEAR YOU! We'll
probably be wearing our unmistakable blue
County jackets and 1.D. badges.

It only cost’s £1 a week and you get the
chance to win lots of cash too! So if you
don’t already do it, please get in touch either
via the phone number at the bottom, the
email address or join online at www.county.
goldbondlotto.com

Congratulations to the following on winning
this week’s Gold Bond Draw. The £2,000
Jackpot winner is, Alan Draper who pays his
£1 a week via the online website listed above.
This just shows it’s now easier and more
convenient than ever to play. So join online
tonight at www.county.goldbondlotto.com

Best Wishes, Ant

for Stockport County

Half Time Draw Winners
Mansfield Town, 29th August 2011

1st Prize, £250 Cash

(31458) Margaret Curtis, Heaton Mersey
2nd Prize, SCFC History DVD
UNCLAIMED

3rd Prize, Bottle of Wine

(31315) Alan Wigley, Mansfield

Stockport County and The Gold

Bond Weekly Draw are delighted to
be supported by the following local
companies and/or individuals, please
support those who support us:

FINGERPOST TRAVEL CLUB

For all County away games.

H.B. PRINTING MARPLE (0161-427 4588)

OLDHAM PET & GARDEN SUPPLIES, EDGELEY
(0161-480 8648)

LOVE LANE LTD PICTURE FRAMERS

Steve Mobley (07817 812 817)

FITZPATRICK SCAFFOLDING LTD (0161-430 8806)
TOPMARKS GARAGE, ROMILEY (0161-494 7700)
HANDFORTH CARPET WAREHOUSE (01625 549405)
BOOKKEEPING & ACCOUNTANCY SOLUTIONS
(07974 762 716)

M.G. DOMESTICS, HYDE

(Domestic Appliance Specialists) (0161-368 3913)
BEBBINGTON & Co

(Chartered Accountants) (0161-485 7136)
WESTON POINT COLLEGE (Runcorn, Cheshire)
ANDREW ARMS, COMPSTALL (0161-484 5392)

WWW.STOCKPORTCOUNTY.COM

THE SPORTSMAN, STRINES

(0161-427 2888 Good Food, Good Beer Good Company)
FOX GLOBAL LOGISTICS LTD (0161-425 74620
PILKINGTON'’S BAKERS, SHAW HEATH

(0161 480 2592)

A-T GARDEN SERVICES STOCKPORT

(07815 138 449) Ask for Andy

THE FLORIST, SHAW HEATH

John & Debbie (0161 429 9863)

HOWARD & SON, NEWBRIDGE LANE

(Motorcycle MOT’s & Servicing) (0161 480 3825)
THE GRAPES, CASTLE STREET, EDGELEY.

THE NURSERY INN, GREEN LANE, STOCKPORT
(0161 432 2044)

THE PINEAPPLE, CASTLE STREET, EDGELEY.

To join the list of companies who support SCFC and
the Gold Bond weekly draw and appear on this list
costs just £5 per week. As part of this package you
will receive 2 complimentary executive box tickets to
a game of your choice as well as entry into the Gold
Bond weekly draw. Contact Ant on 0161-477 7926
for further details.
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1966-67 Champions!

SEASON 1966-67

FOOTBALL LEAGUE
DIVISION IV

STOCKPORT
COUNTY
LUTON
TOWN

EDGELEY PARK R L
FRIDAY, JANUARY 20 o

966/67
1 and the

GO! GO!
GO! County
bandwagon
was well and
truly on the
road! Beginning with an opening day fixture
away at Barrow, the Hatters came away with a
splendid 1-1 draw.

FRIDAY MIGHT-CRUNTY NIGHT ¢

This was followed by a five match winning run! Beating
York City at home on the Friday 3-1, next up was Lincoln
away the following Friday and a Keith Allen header gave
us the points! Monday night a home 2-1 win against
Barnsley saw County go top of the league! Saturdays
papers carried the story: ‘10,000 chanting fans roar
County to the top!” Chesterfield were next to be beaten
at home 3-1. County then travelled down to Luton and
the Cheadle Enders went mental as the Hatters beat the
‘pretenders’ 0-3!

Price - Sixpence|

On November 4th County beat Exeter City at home 1-0.
This was the start of another five game winning run! In
fact the Hatters were unbeaten in ten games. Then the
11th was away at Chesterfield as the County fans packed
the covered end were sent into raptures after only four
minutes when Keith East fired home! In the end though
after a somewhat disputed penalty we went down 2-1.
Police had to move in as the angry County fans invaded
the pitch! (Despicable behaviour!)

The next home game though we made amends by
completing the double over Luton winning 1-0 at

EP. On February 11th 5,000 County fans travelled to
Southport but our bogey team did us 4-0! In the last
15 games of the campaign though it was quite obvious
that we would come away with the title. We won

nine of those games drawing four and losing only two
matches, the last was the 4-5 farce at home to Lincoln
on the last day! In this run we drew 1-1 at Gresty
Road. 8,000 County fans boosted the crowd to 11,385

12 |l COUNTY LIFE

Cover
Stories

Today’s front cover features a past
campaign and a former Edgeley
Park ‘hero’

a League attendance record that will never be beaten
at Crewe.

A 1-1 draw at Notts County on Wednesday 26th April
saw a late Bill Atkins header earn us the point needed to
guarantee promotion! Three days later at the Racecourse
ground over 3,000 ecstatic County supporters did their
own lap of honour around the pitch as the 2-2 draw
ensured that we were the Champions of the Fourth!

Champions
Just before
the final

Lincoln,
County
played two
friendlies
at home
against

1st Division
opposition. Man City came first and even though we
had seven Reserves on we still beat them 1-0 (Nothing
changes!) Blackburn Rovers came next and we beat
them as well 1-0! City fans had the cheek to come in the
Famous Cheadle End an hour before the game-but when
the County fans arrived out of the pubs they legged it
over the pitch and all the way round to the Railway End.

Being in the famous 14 wooden steps and under the tin
roof of the Cheadle End really was an experience you
found hard to describe-you just had to be in there! 3,000
fans packed sardine fashion bouncing on the wooden
steps, swaying forward in to the barrier-it really was just
like the: ‘Swaying Mass of Humanity!’

A great season with some
great players!

Matt Woods and Eddie
Stuart at the back.
Allchurch and Price on the
wings. Lister scoring the
goals after Frank Lord had left mid season. Mulhearn in
the nets! It really was the season of all season’s for us!
GO! GO! GO! COUNTY!

WWW.STOCKPORTCOUNTY.COM
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He Played at the Park

Anthony Pilkington

Born: 6/6/88
Apps: 80 Goals: 17

“It’s a great feeling to score at Wembley, one which
I’m struggling to describe really” - Anthony Pilkington
after the 2008 League 2 Play-off final

nthony Pilkington’s football path is real
Roy of the Rovers stuff.

After his career began moving through the youth
systems of Preston, Manchester United and
Blackburn; it was at Atherton Collieries where he
started to make his mark.

Four appearances which included an excellent
hat-trick against FC United, encouraged County
boss Jim Gannon to snap up the 18 year old on a
short term contract in December 2006.

Under Gannon’s guidance ‘Pilks” impact was
instantaneous with an impressive 3 goals in his
first 4 appearances.

Pilks was also part of the County team that
secured a football league record nine game
winning streak without conceding a goal.

During the 2007-2008 season Pilks was a key
player of Gannon’s 4-2-3-1 formation, his
pace and technique were crucial to keeping
the fluid system.

As the season continued, Pilkington’s influence
grew and if any game epitomised his class it was
the 2008 Play off final against Rochdale.

An even first half between the two young sides
left the second half keenly poised at 1 -1, until
Pilks took control.

Pilks popped up to head in a bouncing cross to

WWW.STOCKPORTCOUNTY.COM

By Tony Mason

give the Hatter’s the lead and then provided the
pass for Liam Dickinson to score the decisive
third goal.

The next season in league one again had
Pilkington playing a key role as the scouts flocked
to County.

Unfortunately Pilkington proved to be a catalyst
in County’s return to unsettled times. The
financial problems forced the club’s hand and he
signed for Huddersfield in January 2009.

He continued his successful career with the
Terriers and soon caught the attention of Paul
Lambert. The Norwich boss signed up Pilks for
their Premier League campaign.

County fans no doubt will watch the 23 year
olds future with great pride at the lad from the
Collieries who took his chance at Edgeley Park
and never looked back.
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*This rate applies for balances of £100,000 and over. For balances between £10,000 and £99,000 a rate of 3.00% applies
(including bonus) and balances below £10,000 will receive 2.25% (including bonus).

BUIILDING S50CIETY

Call in to your local branch or phone 0161 429 6262

Head office: 19 St Petersgate, Stockport SK1 1HF

tThe ‘gross rate’ is the contractual rate of interest payable before the deduction of income tax at the rate specified by law (‘the specified rate’).
**The ‘AER’ stands for Annual Equivalent Rate and illustrates what the interest rate would be if interest was paid and compounded once each year.

Vernon Building Society is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority (registration no. 195475)

\w Lomature Limited

“Lomature are a consulting
and software company
specialising in the airline
industry. With the two major
premium UK airlines as
customers, we're hoping to
help Stockport County
establish a worldwide presence
to match our own!”

For further information contact Matthew Walsh at

@ Manual'LinkjBuilding;
search | social | web

if you don't know what this is -
you are not the customer for us

&]:
[=]

manuallinkbuilding.co.uk | 0871 976 0000

it 1

Official Post Match Pizza
Suppliers to County!

Stockport's Premier
Pizza Specialists!

312b Stockport Rd,
Great Moor
Stockport

Tel: 0161 483 3296

olourtone

Colourtone Ltd have been servicing the Automotive
refinishing market and industrial outlets for 30 years in
and around the Manchester area. The main office and
distribution warehouse is located in Stockport with a further
branch in the Withington area of Manchester also Servicing
the Stafford area and surrounding district with a mobile van
shop based in Stafford.

Colourtone Ltd carry an extensive range of Car and
Industrial paints and related products to service industry
and the UK automotive refinishing market. We specialise
in supplying tools, equipment and paint materials to the UK
Automotive Refinishing Industry.

Our online shop www.colourtone.com provides a service
to the whole of the UK. Delivery costs to the Highlands
and Islands will be higher due to additional delivery costs.
Orders over £300 will receive FREE delivery UK mainland.
Payment for your peace of mind is carried out via PayPal
one of the best known methods of online payment. If you
cannot find the product you are looking for please contact
us as we have many more lines in stock. We are able to
produce almost any colour for any motor vehicle and supply
cellulose paint for the restoration of vintage cars.

Unit 4, 106 Richardson Street, Off Carrington Field St,
Higher Hillgate, Stockport, Cheshire SK1 3JL
Head Office/Stockport: 0161 477 6970
Stafford: 07736 807504 Manchester: 0161 448 0273
www.colourtone.com




THE OFFICIAL MATCHDAY MAGAZINE OF STOCKPORT COUNTY

NON-LEAGUE..

'ESSENTIAL READING FOR FOLLOWERS OF THE NATIONAL GAME

\u..’

Buy it every Sunday from your local newsagent

Role Reversals

By Stuart Hammonds, Chief reporter on The Non-League Paper

who have undergone an on-pitch makeover.

I used to love watching Leicester City’s Steve
Walsh play at the back one week, before playing
up front the next. Paul Warhurst, too, at Sheffield
Wednesday and Blackburn.

T HERE have been many players over the years

Just recently, Wrexham boss
Dean Saunders has made an
astute move in moving Nat
Knight-Percival the other
way, with the leggy left-
winger starring at centre-half
in the Welsh club’s blistering
start to the Blue Square Bet
Premier season.

At over six feet tall, the 24-year-old looks a natural at the
heart of defence because he heads the ball well, he’s quick
and he’s left footed.

It's a combination top level managers are crying out for,
and the reason Knight-Percival has adapted so easily to
life at the back is because he has the intelligence to take
the differing aspects of playing football on board.

As a semi-pro, I've
had to change from
playing centre-half —
my normal position
—one week to a
holding midfield
role or right-back
the next.

You're only moving a matter of

inches in where you line-up, but it does make a difference
and although I'd perform adequately to start with, after a
couple of games I'd have to be switched back to stop me
becoming a hindrance to the team.

It sounds ridiculous but having players behind you, when
in midfield, can unbalance you. You don’t have to make
that last-ditch tackle, win the header from a goal-kick and
clearances don’t have to be hit with such force.

At full-back, you take throw-ins, go on the overlap and
are often isolated one-on-one with a winger — things that
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don’t normally happen in your comfort zone. The four
different Alfreton lads who tried filling in for Josh Law at
right-back in the first-half against Wrexham last Saturday
will tell you what I mean!

That is why I have so much respect for those who can
make a go of it.

Liam Hatch turned in some sterling performances for
Darlington in his usual striking role last season, but
regularly played centre-half, including at Wembley in the
FA Trophy final win over Mansfield.

An Conference
viewers will recall
seeing Darius
Charles play for
Ebbsfleet at centre-
half or left-back,
but he is carving
out a reputation

as a forward to be
feared in the Football League with Stevenage.

The best example, however, is also in League One.

Matt Taylor was a commanding goalkeeper who I
watched in Burscough’s FA Trophy win over Tamworth in
2003. The next time I saw him (or didn’t see him, more
to the point) he was ghosting in behind me at the far
post to head in a goal while playing centre-half for Team
Bath at Hitchin.

Little more than four years
later, he’s won promotion
from that league with the
now-defunct Students,
from the Conference and
League Two as Exeter
City’s inspirational
captain, and is now
playing in front of 15,000
every week at The Valley.

As well as all those football achievements, Taylor’s
CV also includes two degrees from Sheffield
Hallam and Bath universities. Now, what was I
saying about intelligence?
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ell Monday’s game certainly demonstrated that

being a Stockport County supporter can be a

frustrating business to say the least. A game that
had all the makings of a 0 -0 draw ended in our first defeat

of the season.

We all know, including Didi, we weren’t
sharp enough on the field and we all know
that a repeat performance tonight against
Luton will lead to a similar result with
perhaps an even worse scoreline. After that
terrific first half at Kidderminster, it was
difficult to believe that it was almost the
same team.

Whilst these notes are being written before
the transfer deadline I hope that the efforts
that are taking place today (Tuesday) to
strengthen the team are successful, and
that at least one addition to the playing
staff will be in our line up tonight. What
we need as one long time Edgeley Park
devotee told me on Monday is a ‘strong,
pacy, 20 goal a season striker’. You bet we
do. So does every other pro football club.
It’s finding ‘em that’s the problem. But
we’re looking!

Which leads me to the behind the scenes
saga here at the club. The internet age
means that rumours whether malicious or
not, about ‘bickering behind the scenes,
shareholders holding out for extra pennies
and new plastic stadiums making millions
for some’ are just that....rumours. Often
spread by those who profess to have the
club’s interest at heart they are damaging
and distracting.

These are the facts about the current
negotiations about this club’s future. Talks
between the shareholders’ representatives
and Tony Evans and his colleagues are
amicable and on going. A proposal will be

WWW.STOCKPORTCOUNTY.COM

THE OFFICIAL MATCHDAY MAGAZINE OF STOCKPORT COUNTY

View from the Board Room

By Lord Peter Snape

put to the
shareholders
in the next
couple of
weeks on
which they
will vote. Any change involving ownership
or partnership in the football club needs a
75% majority to be implemented.

So far the existing shareholders have
invested £564,000 in Stockport County
over the last year. Under the proposals
from SIML they will further invest a

sum of £240,000 over the next two years
making a total investment of over £800k
by the 2015 group. Over the same period
SIML will invest around the same amount.
In addition we will receive a sponsorship
package of around £100k from GT Law.
There are no provisions in these proposals
for the existing shareholders to receive
payment for their loans and shareholdings.

Those are the facts. They should not
distract us from the most important reason
why we are all here tonight. We are all
supporters of Stockport County and our
club’s success on the field means more to
me than any future Board Room position.
I will be voting for any proposal that
guarantees that my grandson will have
as many opportunities to cheer on ‘the
County’ as I have had over the past 60
years.

Animo et Fide
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Across the Border
Turkish Delight

By Sean Graham

beer or heading to the beach for a dip in the sea, that much I could say was true as Team Turkey

I\/\ ost folk go on holiday to wind down and spend countless hours by the pool drinking the local

enjoyed themselves to the full in Oludeniz.

I met many people there fans of all clubs, the local
sides and some British sides too, Rangers, Celtic,
Hearts, Millwall, Spurs, Everton, Arsenal, Man Utd,
Chelsea all with a great deal of passion for their clubs
but the passion the Turkish people had for their clubs,
Galatasaaray, Fenerbache and Besitkas, had to be seen
and heard to be believed.

In fact it was hard not to offend some of the people we
met when talking about football but I tried to keep the
peace by buying both Fenerbache and Galatasaaray
magazines even though I could not speak the language!

The main topic of conversation was the match fixing
which had happened in Turkey this season, everyone had
their ideas, Reggie who is a Galatasaaray fan, thought
that Fenerbache would be deducted so many points that
the club could face relegation!

We did not know what would happen.....until now.

On Thursday the Turkish side were due to join 32 elite
European clubs in the draw for the Champions League
group stage being held in Monaco. UEFA has announced
league runners-up Trabzonspor (who had already been
eliminated in the qualifying rounds) will take their place.

Fenerbahce were crowned league
champions last term, piping
Trabzonspor to the Super Lig
title with a dramatic 4-3 win at
Sivasspor on the final day.

The club have even asked to

be relegated rather than be
withdrawn from the Champions
League but that appeal has been thrown out leaving the
Turkish champions with no Champions League money and
an investigation which will rumble on leaving more than
30 players and officials in jail pending a trail, including
Fenerbache chairman Aziz Yildirum.

It is a shame that innocent Fenerbache players, officials
and fans will miss out on a year of European football
because of a few greedy and corrupt men (allegedly)!

One of the most famous match fixing allegations that I
can remember, following allegations by the Sun in 1994,
saw Bruce Grobbelaar, John Fashanu and Hans Segers
go on trial for match fixing. Grobbelaar was accused of
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taking £40,000 to make
sure Liverpool lost to
Newcastle in 1993 but
also accused of blowing
his chance of adding
£125,000 by making an
‘accidental’ save against
Manchester United.
The allegations against
Segers and Fashanu
concerned a Wimbledon loss to Manchester United in the
same year.

The jury was unable to reach a verdict at both trial and
retrial and all three were acquitted. Grobbelaar won
£85,000 libel damages against the Sun in 1999, but this
was overturned two years later.

Fingers crossed that we have seen the last of it....it is hard
enough trying to get a fixed odds coupon up at the best
of times!

If its not match fixing then it is playing players that you
shouldn’t be playing, as the Sion v Celtic row rumbles on....

As with the rest of the Scottish clubs, Celtic ended up
being knocked out of Europe by Sion on Thursday but
could be given a reprieve if the Swiss club are kicked
out because they signed players while they were under a
transfer embargo, so their 3-1 win against the Glasgow
side could count for nothing if FIFA or UEFA decide to
throw them out.

It takes you back to the good old days of the eighties,
1985 when Celtic played Rapid Vienna and after losing
the away leg 3-1, they came back to Celtic Park and beat
the Austrian’s fair and square 3-0....but then all hell broke
loose as some mad man from the ‘Jungle” (the part of the
stadium where the hardcore Celtic fans stood) decided

to throw a half bottle on the pitch as Rapid complained
about Tommy Burns’ challenge on the goalkeeper.

The bottle came on, which was a stupid thing to do

in the first place, and landed nowhere near the Rapid
player but there he was rolling around the ground as if

it had actually hit him! Celtic had to replay the match in
Manchester....which they lost 1-0 and two Rapid players
where attacked by so called Celtic fans as the Austrians
headed for the final against Everton, which thankfully the
Toffees won 3-1! Some justice done at least!
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Flat Palm Roll Finger Negative Cut

New Range for season 2011/12, available in sizes 6 to 10,
sizes 6 and 7 featuring FINGERSAVE option. All gloves have
4mm German Latex Palm and Double Velcro Wrist Support

Price inc. delivery: £30 to mainland UK and Nth Ireland
SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES AVAILABLE AT ALL LEVELS

FOR ALL YOUR KIT REQUIREMENTS FROM PROSTAR,
STANNO, PRECISIONTRAINING and SKkits

25% DISCOUNT ON ALL LISTED PRICES

See Contact details for SK kifs at
www.skkits.co.uk or phone 07960 137232 anytime
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A Quick Guide to Luton Town

The Hatters

By Bernard Jordan

Mixed Fortunes

The 2008/09 season was one never to be forgotten by
anybody connected with Luton Town Football Club.
Due to the problems created by a previous regime they
were deducted 30 points and as a result were relegated
from the Football League into the Blue Square Premier,
interestingly had the deduction not taken place Luton
would have finished 15th in the League Two table. The
disappointment which must have been felt was lessened
somewhat by winning the Johnstone’s Paint Trophy,
beating Scunthorpe United 3-2 after extra time in the
final at Wembley in front of a crowd of 55,378. Having
accounted for Brentford, Walsall, Colchester United and
in the southern final, as they booked their place on the
big day, goals from Chris Martin (on loan from Norwich
City) and Tom Craddock helped take the game into
extra time. Then Claude Gnakpa scored what was, with
due apologies to the Iron and their fans, probably the
most popular winning goal ever scored at the Stadium.
The winning Luton team was: Brill, Asafu-Adjaye,
Emanuel, Keane, Pilkington, Spillane, Nicholls, Hall,
Martin, Craddock (Gnakpa), Jarvis (Parkin),

So Near Yet So Far

In the two season since, Luton have reached the
promotion play-offs on each occasion but they have

so far been unsuccessful. In 2010 they lost out to York
City in the semi-final and last season, after beating
Wrexham in the semis — first 3-0 away and then 2-1

at Kenilworth Road. They were victims at Manchester
City’s Eastlands (before it was renamed Etihad
Stadium) as A.EC Wimbledon completed a memorable
nine-year rise to the Football League. The game ended
goalless before the Dons won 4-3 on penalties. Going
back two seasons, Tom Craddock scored 22 (1) goals
and former Q.PR. star Kevin Gallen 16 (2) as Luton
finished runners-up to the promoted Stevenage and
last season, when they finished third, Matthew Barnes-
Homer was top marksman with 16 goals, Robbie
Willmott scored 15 and Jason Walker 14.

Joe Payne’s Supper 10

First formed in 1885, Luton were fonder members
of the Southern League and then joined the Football
League’s Division Two in its sixth season in 1897.
Three years later they failed to be re-elected after
finishing next to bottom, it was in 1929/21 season,
with the formation of Division Three (South), that
Luton were re-admitted into the league. One of the
most amazing feats during the Thirties was Joe
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Payne’s 10 goals in a 12-0 win
over Bristol Rovers in April,
1936, Runners-up to Coventry
City that season, Luton went
one better 12 months later,
Payne netting 55 of their 103
goals. Payne won one “Cap”

for England in May, 1937, and
scored twice in an 8-0 win over

.| Finland in Helsinki. Other league
honors have been won as follows:-

League One Champions 2004/05 — Steve Howard led
the way with 18 (4) goals and Ahmet Brkovic 15 (2);
Division Two Champions 1981/82 — Runners-up to
Birmingham City 1954/55 (Gordon Turner scored 32
goals) and to Middlesbrough in 73/74.

Division Three Runners-up to Leyton Orient 1969/70
and to Plymouth Argyle 2001/02;

Division Four Champions 1967/68 — Bruce Rioch — 24
goals.

Turner, who later appeared in the charts with 30 goals
in 1956/57 and 33, 12 months later, holds the club
record of 243 League goals overall.

F.A. Xl Bonanza

In May-July, 1951, Luton’s stalwart centre-half Syd
Owen, who made 388 appearances for the club in
league matches alone, was selected along with the
likes of goalkeeper Sam Bartham, Reg Flewin, Jackie
Sewell and Jimmy Hagan to go on an EA XI tour of
Australia. It proved something of a success, with 20
matches all won and 153 goals scored against 13.
Owen scored twice himself in a 13-0 win against
Central Queensland, which was one goal less than he
managed for Luton in all those games. He was voted
Footballer of the Year in 1958/59 season, right at the
end of his career.

F.A. Cup Finalists

Luton reached the 1959 FEA
Cup Final against Nottingham
Forrest at Wembley, but were
beaten 2-1 by a side which
included Roy Dwight, Elton
John’s uncle. Dave Pacey
scored the Luton goal and
their side was: Baynham,
McNally, Hawkes, Groves,
Owen, Pacey, Bingham, Brown,
Morton, Cummins, Gregory.
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The Previous season, Luton had visited Edgeley

Park to face County in a third round tie and our 3-0
victory must rank as one of our best-ever EA Cup
results. Bill Holden scored two of the goals and Arnold
Jackson the other. The County team on that famous
occasion was: Grieves, Betts, Webb, Murray, Franklin,

Clempson, Finney, Moir, Holden, Jackson, and Davock.

Fairytale
The 1988 Littlewood’s Cup final at Wembley had
something of a fairytale finish. With 10 minutes
remaining, and mighty Arsenal leading Luton by
2-1 the Gunners were awarded a penalty, but future
County keeper Andy Dibble crowned a fantastic
performance by saving Nigel
Winterburn’s spot kick, Three
minutes later Danny Wilson
bundled in the equalizer
and, with just 90 seconds
left, Ashley Grimes left

foot cross from the right
was met by Brian Stein

and the despairing dive of
John Lukic could not prevent the trophy heading to
Bedfordshire. Brian Stein had actually scored first to
give Luton a 1-0 lead at half time, only for Arsenal’s
Martin Hayes and Alan Smith to put their side ahead
with two quick goals in the 71st and 74th minutes.
The winning Luton side was; Dibble, Breacker,
Johnson, Hill, Foster, Donaghy, Wilson, B.Stein,
Harford, Preece, Black. Subs; Grimes, M.Stein. Arsenal
must “Love” playing Luton in cup football, for in 1986
in an EA Cup fifth round second replay Luton turned
in a sparkling performance to deservedly win 3-0
with Mark Stein on fire, scoring one goal himself and
forcing on OG.

First v Second

Following a narrow failure to win promotion in
1968/69 season, the Following campaign for Luton
got away to a marvelous start with nine wins and four
draws in their opening 13 games,

Unfortunately, this form was not maintained and
Rochdale were among a chasing pack which was
catching up fast. When the two sides met “Match of
the Day” cameras along with a crowd of 15,876 were
present to witness what was a first v second clash.
Although Rochdale had much the better of the game,
Luton scored twice in the final quarter-hour to take the
points through John Collins and former County man
Keith Allen. Luton later completed the “Double” and
this time a promotion party followed as the Hatters
finished Third Division runners-up to Orient.

Wonder Goals
Matthew Spring and Jean-Louis Valois struck wonder
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goals from 25 and yards
respectively as Luton thumped
Darlington 5-2 on their way to
again securing promotion at
the end of the 2001/02 season.
Steve Howard, Stockport-born
Dean Crowe and

a Kevin Nicholls
penalty made up
the nap hand which
enabled Luton to
go crazy for the
second successive
home match.

-

2-0 Massacre

Manager Joe Kinnear was right in his description

of the game played at Kenilworth Road in February,
2002, when Luton met Plymouth in front of a full
house of 9,585. Somehow Plymouth, with a mixture
of good luck and inspired goalkeeping by Frenchman
Romain Larrieu, denied the rampant Hatters until the
79th minute when Kevin Nicholls converted a penalty.
Steve Howard healed the clinching second goal three
minutes from time following Jean-Louis Valois corner.

Famous Ex Hatter

Of course, the list of famous ex Luton players is
endless, topped obviously by Malcolm Macdonald,
who progressed to Newcastle United and Arsenal,
won 14 England “Caps” and at Wembley in April,
1975, scored all five goals in a 5-0 win against
Cyprus. Two Luton goalkeepers, Ron Baynham and
Bernard Streten, were also “ Capped” by England,
while Matthew Upson, Kerry Dixon, Mick Harford,
Steve Forster, Ricky Hill, Colin Todd, Danny Clapton,
Derek Kevan, who later joined County, and Jesse Pye
all spent time at Luton.

Good Old Days

In the good old days, 1985 to be exact, when Luton
were in the old First Division, they almost pulled off
a plum signing. Frank McAvennie came down from
Scotland originally to sign for Luton, but due to a
problem with the contract he went to West Ham
United instead and became a great favourite there.
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Stocky on the Oche

By Tony O’Shea

elcome to Edgley Park for tonight’s game against Luton and to the battle of “The Hatters”, a

warm welcome also to all those Luton fans who have travelled up for the game, this is our

3rd game on the trot that has been changed by either day and/or time and yet another of
our games that has been switched from a Saturday afternoon, I thought that that football was in the
“entertainment” business and the fans are the paying customers?

Changing games to suit 3rd party needs isn’t
serving your customers interests and will only
lead to disappointing attendances -Cambridge
away on a Thursday night will be a prime
example! I know of many County fans who were
looking forward to away games at Bath, York
even Southport who cant make plans in case
the games are rearranged, quite a lot of County
fans lost money on the Forest Green game
because they bought train tickets in advance
that couldn’t be changed how is this looking
after your customers needs? however many
Luton fans are here tonight no one will convince
me otherwise that there wouldn’t have been
more if we had played the game at 3.00pm on a
Saturday afternoon!

Last Friday we played Lincoln away and by

all accounts we were lucky to get a point, on
Monday we played Mansfield at home and it
has to be said that it was a very disappointing
performance and result, Its down to personal
opinion, some will say we have only lost once in
six games other will say we have only won once
in six games, whatever your viewpoint I think the
first few games have shown us how difficult this
league will be, any thoughts people may have
had that it would be a stroll will, I hope, have
been banished and reality has set in.

Talking of off field
problems, last season I
mentioned about trying
to organise a pre-season
friendly in Holland,
unfortunately with everything that happened
close season, it wasn’t possible, when I said we
had problems it was nothing to the problems
faced by one of our potential opponents, R.B.C
WWW.STOCKPORTCOUNTY.COM

Roosendal, who actually went BUST and have
now gone out of business, such a shame as they
were a lovely friendly club who reminded me a
lot of County!

On the Darts front, I was in Holland last weekend
for the Hemeco Open, it was played over 3 days
and I reached the quarter finals before losing to
Jan Dekker, a young up and coming player from
Holland, the Tournament was won by Phil Taylor
who beat Kim Huybrechts 5-3, this weekend I'm
playing in the Winmau World Masters and all
the action can be followed on ESPN, following
the Masters, I've a major exhibition game at the
Circus Tavern in Purfleet, it used to be the home
of the PDC World Championships and is also
famous for its connection to both the Sunday
Sport and the Daily Star and page 3 — although

I know nothing about that! 'm playing Wayne
(Hawaii 501)
Mardle in a warm
up match before
the battle of the
champions, PDC
World Champion
Adrian Lewis
against BDO
World Champion
Martin Adams,

it should be a
great event, I'll
let you know

next time how both

events went in the next programme, anyway
that’s all for now, keep the faith, keep supporting
Didi and the boys!

BLUE ARMY
Tony Silverback O’Shea x
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MY BIGGEST QUESTIONS........
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Why is there so much
suffering in the world?

| work 24/7, my job’s
insecure - is there
more to life?

. o
s |

Whatevel;your big quesﬁon,’ come alon to our Alpha ‘
course starting Wednesday September 28th

i

Hazel Grove Baptist Church, Station St, Hazel Grove 0161 487 3708 www.hgbc.org.uk

STOC KPO RT GRAMMAR SCHOOL

An independent school for girls and boys from 3 to 18 years

Lighting the spark in every child

* A passion for learning

* A friendly, caring school

* Outstanding academic results
e Over 100 clubs and activities
e Excellent facilities

* Extensive school bus routes

SN Regular tours and open events
Saries . throughout the year
ailaple
at 11+
and 16

o “'Junior School 0161 419 2405
Senior School 0161 456 9000

www.stockportgrammar.co.uk
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Pure 107.8 FM's Jon Keighren

From the Commentary Box

By Jon Keighren

ast week I discovered one of the things I really miss about not being in the Football

I—League any more - the Carling Cup.

The opportunity to take a break from the League
and pit our wits against a Championship or
Premiership side was always a welcome distraction.

But I was amazed to
read QPR boss Neil
Warnock’s comments
after his team was
knocked out by
Rochdale last week.

Warnock said he

was pleased to be
eliminated and added:
“I don’t think people care about the competition.
They should revamp the cup.

“I'm not disappointed to be out; the competition is
not a priority for us. If [ can’t get motivated for the
competition I can’t blame the players if they can’t.”

Elsewhere Norwich boss Paul Lambert fielded a
much-weakened side, making eleven changes, and
they were duly dispatched 4-0 by MK Dons.

But maybe Lambert and Warnock have a point —
QPR could only attract a ‘crowd’ of 4,775 to Loftus
Road, whilst the average gate in the competition
was less than 8,000.

So, if the Premiership no longer cares about the
competition, how can it be revamped? Well, one
solution would be to take all of the top teams out of
it and put the Blue Square Premier sides in instead.

Just imagine if
County were to draw
Middlesbrough at
home in a repeat of
that famous 1997
semi final — I would
envisage a gate of
up to 6000 or even
7000 for a tie of
that nature.
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It would certainly reinvigorate the
competition - the Championship clubs would
take it very seriously, as they would have a
genuine chance of some silverware at the
end of it, whilst the BSP clubs would help to
breathe new life into a competition that is
currently dying on its backside.

Surely I am not the only one who is sad to watch
this once great competition being treated with
disdain by the so-called big clubs, who are clearly
more worried about a testing Saturday afternoon
at Wigan than a midweek trip to Walsall.

Something needs to be done,

otherwise the Carling Cup risks becoming a
competition populated by Premier League reserve
sides, and deemed unworthy by the majority of
their supporters, who can’t be bothered to go and
watch it.

Finally, I am delighted to say that my old
commentary partner Phil Staley is back in
town this evening — the former Macclesfield
and Accrington boss has spent the last few
years living out in Australia, but he is back

in the UK for a few weeks and it will be
wonderful to have him back behind the
microphone once again. We often don’t realise
how important our friends are until they’re no
longer around.

These are Jon Keighren’s personal views and not
necessarily those of Pure 107.8FM
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Oliver Holt
DAILY

hey say that many.footballers prefer playing for their clubs rather than their countries

these days. And I suppose, as a journalist, the most memorable games I have ever seen

were in club competition.

The Champions League finals between Manchester
United and Bayern Munich and Liverpool and AC
Milan were the most dramatic football stories I've
ever covered.

But the
strangest,
most
unpleasant,
build-up to
matches have
definitely
involved
England.

I'm in Sofia tonight for the Euro 2012 qualifier
against Bulgaria and any trip to eastern Europe
brings back memories of the game against Slovakia
in Bratislava in October 2002.

The night before the game, we became aware
of reports that there had been trouble in the
city centre and it soon became apparent that an
England fan had been shot in the main square.

He had been carried to the England team hotel
and laid out in the lobby where his wounds were
treated. I remember Rio Ferdinand saying the
kerfuffle had woken a lot of the players from
their sleep.

There were reports of more trouble and a group of
us were told to try to find out what had happened.
I felt like a proper ambulance-chaser that evening,
travelling round from hospital to hospital, hearing
England fans’ tales of heavy-handed police treatment.

It was an unpleasant reminder of my time working
on the Liverpool Daily Post and Echo, occasionally
being asked to go round to the houses of bereaved
families who had lost a loved one in an accident.
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I hated that part of the job, as most reporters do,
and I can still see the haunted face of one mother,
who opened the door to me the day after her son
had died in a culvert under the M53 on the Wirral.

Anyway, I digress. Thankfully, no one died in
Bratislava. There was more trouble at the match
but England crowd problems gradually began to
improve after that.

My other memory of a bizarre build-up to an
international involved England’s opening game of
the 1998 World Cup against Tunisia in Marseilles.

England fans fought running battles with local youths
for much of the night and the port looked like scene
from the apocalypse with fires burning everywhere.

A group of us found
ourselves at the
Sofitel Hotel which
had views of the port
and there, in the
lounge, was Graham
Kelly, then the FAs
chief executive,
staring out at Marseilles ablaze
and puffing on a giant cigar.

It was a surreal image and of course hooliganism
problems dogged England throughout that
tournament and again at Euro 2000 in Belgium and
Holland.

Fortunately, the general absence of hooliganism
makes covering England is an altogether far more
pleasant experience these days.

It would be nice if we could actually win a
tournament some time soon. Still, one step at
a time.
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Orson Cartier

Our resident ‘voice of reason’ columnist (Really!? ...
Cartier has unearthed, yet another, undercover story about our
beloved football club that he insists needs to come to your attention!

esterday, in the exercise
Yyard, a bloke known as

‘Strange’ Steve sidled up L
to me with some astonishing OF
news! As we were being
escorted back to our wards, m an
‘Strange’ whispered to me that
plans are afoot to move Stockport County to the
tax haven that is the Isle of Man!

‘7\/,

Apparently, an anonymous consortium (rumoured

to be led by that big bloke from BBC’s hit soap opera
Eldorado) is intent on upping sticks and moving
everything, including Edgeley Park, to the Manx
Metropolis of Sulby (between Ramsey and Castletown).

As we are now away from the jurisdiction of the
Football League, we are immune from petty rules
such as, not being able to play outside of the town,
so the Consortium (known as the Alliance to Relocate
at Sulby Enterprise) has carte blanche to carry out its
ambitious plans.

The move is bound to be a hit with
County fans as the I.O.M. Steam
Packet offer reasonable prices to
the island...

According to my source, all County’s current players
would have to leave as a by-law of Sulby Council
states that anybody working within a 4-mile radius

of the Village Hall must be born in the village
hospital. With a population of 794 (last count), the
‘Born Locally’ rule may present a problem when it’s
considered that half of that figure will be female, half
again would be children, half again would be too old
and half again would probably be ‘bobbins’ at football.
This only leaves 49 3/4 potential players eligible to ‘the
powers that be’. This shouldn’t be a problem as long
as they stay injury free.

It has been pointed out that the local
distillery...er...distils a clear whiskey
called Glen Kella...so, let’s say 1/4 of
the above work there and another
1/4 are alcoholics, that leaves us with
about 24 (ish) players — about right
for a football squad.

As the TT races feature high on the list of ‘local
attractions’ in Sulby ... the course runs through the town
... any pre-season matches will have to be played away
from home, as organisers of the TT don't want football
fans who are clueless about road safety ‘wandering’ into
the middle of the road during the event.
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Ed.) Orson

‘Strange’ Steve also revealed that any income made
from catering at the ground would go directly to local
government officials as a ‘courtesy’
payment for allowing us to play
there. Catering, of course, would
‘bin’ the usual burgers/pies etc for the
Manx national dish of ‘*kipper butties’.

As Steve was bundled back to his bed after scufﬂlng
with a warden, I thought that
this ‘hot news’ may be a figment
of his ‘feverish’ imagination as
only last week he announced to
anyone who would listen that

he was the love-child of Rolf
Harris and Felicity Kendal (this
turned out to be untrue), but
then he again approached me
during occupational therapy with
the excuse of borrowing some
raffia, this time he told me that
in order for County to relocate

to the British Principality, the
whole backroom staff would :
have to speak fluent Manx... To be honest, I considered
this latest information to be load of old cobblers so
imagine my astonishment when I thought I overheard
our manager shout “By vie ihiat daunse ihaim” last
Monday. This sounded suspiciously like ancient Manx
to me and I hastily wrote down what I thought I'd
heard on a fag packet and intended to spend 17 hours
in Stockport Library in an attempt to decipher the
phrase. Alas, I lost interest and went to the pub, but
something somewhere ‘rings true’ about what ‘Strange’
Steve was saying!

Early this morning I decided to communicate with
‘Strange’, it was somewhat awkward as he’s currently
in solitary confinement after he attacked a warder
with plastic scissors (again!). But, through tapping
an empty tin mug on the radiator in morse code, he
explained that the whole deal may be in jeopardy as
the ‘bloke from Eldorado’ has managed to get some
community theatre work and won't have time to
concentrate on SCFC and go round reform schools.

As ‘Strange’ Steve is a permanent ‘resident’ at the Centre
and isn’t allowed day release, it’s going to be difficult

to gain any more info into what's going on at County...
as especially as there’s a good possibility that he’ll be
transferred to Broadmoor... but, I'll keep you informed!!

(Didn’t you ‘hear’ that we were moving to the
Shetlands last year!? ... Thin end of the wedge Orson
.. really!! Ed.)
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Abbey Hey to Zennor FC

Hatters 1 Pretenders 0 by Ian Lancashire

Hatting Capital of the World. Luton came

along some fifty years later and made
straw toppers! Now let’s get on to the football
side of things!

—I_ he World knows that Stockport is the

County have had some good wins over their
opponents-some by three goal margins, notably
the 3-0 win in the 3rd round of the FA Cup in
57/58 season. Luton at the time were top of the
old 1st Division! They finished a very creditable
eighth that season. The Hatters finishing 9tin

in the 3rd Division North. 1959/60 season
Luton finished bottom and began a slow decline
with relegations seeing them drop into the 4th
division at the end of the 1964/65 season. So
my first visit to Kenilworth Road was on May
7th 1965 when the ‘Pretenders’ beat us 2-0. The
game at Edgeley Park though was a different
story with Keith Allen netting a hat trick in

our 4-1 victory. The
following season was
of course our glorious ==
Championship winning ----_‘ :
campaign. After an
opening day draw at
Barrow: 1-1 County
then won five on the
trot. The fifth victory
being yet another
three goal win over
Luton. This time at
Kenilworth Road 0-3.
January 20th County
got the double over
them when Norman
Sykes scored the
winner. 1-0.

However, it wasn’t long before Luton came to
join us in the 3rd division. They won the 4th at
the end of the 67/68 season. November 29th
1968 Luton came to Edgeley Park. This was
when the Golden Vision Alex Young made his
debut for County. Freddie Goodwin and Bill
Atkins scored in our 2-0 victory. The return

WWW.STOCKPORTCOUNTY.COM

game though
on April 25th saw us lose 4-1. Myself, Dav, and
Dek Foden thumbed it there on the night! Got
back home at four the next morning!

1969/70 was of course our dreadful relegation
season. Luton went up! Then at the end of the
73/74 season Luton won promotion back to
the 1st Division. However, they were out of
their depth as they came back down again the
following season. 81/82 once again saw them
promoted back into Division 1.

I've enjoyed going to Kenilworth Road in the
past as [ am sure many Hatters fans have. Who
can forget our great promotion season going
there already up and seeing Kevin Cooper smash
in that penalty kick
with over 3000 fans
packed into the end.
Weird though how
you go underneath
somebody’s house

to get in there! So

for playing Luton

at home again on a
Friday night under
the Edgeley Park
floodlights! It’s just
like the good old days
init!

........... Er, apart from
one thing of course...
the division we now
find both ourselves in!
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l\_Aatch Action v Lihcoln City E. Pal‘k & SOﬂS Ltd

Specialising in Retail, Pre-Packed, Processing,
Wholesale & Chipping Potatoes

Established in 1924, the
company has over 80 years
experience and enjoys the
honour of being one of the
UK’s few remaining family
owned and run businesses

supplying Britains most loved
vegetable to the nation.

p a/&é Mﬁ”"“"""g’

4’4/}"?4«“ W

J‘..,,., National Trust sole licensee of potatoes & vegetables
Truwt

Head Office Pre Pack Division
West End Road

ey www.epark.co.uk e

Newton, Adlington Doncaster
South Yorkshire

Macclesfield £L
ngg,f;:e{egm o enquiries@epark.co.uk ek

Tel: 01625 532511 Tel: 01724 711222
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Stat Attack

2011/12

First Team Stats Appearances and Goalscorers . By Steven Oldham
League FA Cup County Career
Placeof birth ScanNo. Apps Goals Apps Goals Apps Goals
Nabil Bramhim-Bounab  28/04/1988 Fresus (France) 1301 3(1) 3(1)
Nick Chadwick 126/10/1982  Stoke-on-Trent 1302 5(1) 2 5(1) 2
Elliott Chamberlain 29/04/1992 Paget (Bermuda) 1313 ' (5')7 W - (5) o
Cameron Darkwah 02/09/1992 Manchester 1287 0(1) 0 0(6) 0
“Tom Elliott 09/11/1990  Leeds 1311 402) 2 402) 2
Ryan Fraughan 11/02/1991 Liverpool 1303 3 3 -
Matthevv Glennon 08/10/1978 Stockport 1283 6 2 0 41 0
Martin Grltton 01/06/1978 Glasgow 1304 3 3 B
Daniel Hall 14/11/1983 * Tameside 1305 1 1 7
Andy Halls 20/04/1992  Manchester 1260 1 0 0 290) 0
EuanHolden  02/02/1988  Aberdeen 1306 6 1 6 1
Mark Lynch 02/09/198 Manchester 1280 2 30() o0
Matty Mainwaring '28/03/1990'  Salford 1249 0 25(6) 1
Ryan McCann 21/09/1981  Blantyre 1307 401) 4(1)
SeanMcConvile  06/03/1989  Liverpool 1315 3 3
John Miles 28/09/1981 Liverpool 1308 4(1) 4(1)
Jon Nolan 22/04/1992 Liverpool 1316 (1) (1)
Daniel O'Donnell 10/03/1986  Liverpool 1295 4(1) 0 o 1m0
lan Ormson 16/05/1994 Liverpool
Keigan Parker 08/06/1982  Broxburn 1314 m - )
Carl Peirgianni 03/05/1992 Peterborough 1312 S(i) 5(1) .
Johnathan Routledge  23/11/1989 Liverpool 1309 5 5
Danny Rowe 09/03/ 992 Manchester 1261 2(1) 1 0 8(18) 1
SamSheridan  30/11/1989  Trafford 1310 6 6
) P W D L F A GD PTS BIGGEST ATTENDANCE
1 Wrexham United 6 5 1 0 14 3 11 16  4283-Wrexham United vs Fleetwood Town, 29/08/11
2 Gateshead Town 6 5 1 0 13 5 8 16
3 Kidderminster Harriers 6 4 1 1 11 6 5 13 BIGGEST HOME WIN
4 Darlington 6 3 2 1 7 4 3 1 Braintree Town 5-0 Grimsby Town, 16/08/11
5 Tamworth 6 3 2 1 7 6 1 1
6 YorkCity 6 3 1 2 10 5 5 10 BIGGEST AWAYWIN
5 ForestGreen Rovers 6 2 3 1 2 6 6 9 Alfreton Town 1-6 Forest Green Rov, 16/08/11
8  Mansfield Town 6 2 3 1 7 6 1 9
9 Luton 7 2 2 0 10 4 6 s MOST GOALS IN A GAME
m&j - 6 2 2 2 6 6 0 s 7 Alfreton Town 1-6 Forest Green Rov, 16/08/11
1; EZ?;Z:S;:OE::/H Z i ? i 151 : f; é; TOP SCORERS FIXTURES SUBJECT TO CHANGE |
_— — = - 1 Jon Shaw, Gateshead (7) =g
L ey 9 £ ) o & ¢ 2 £ 2 Reece Styche, Forest Green Rovers (6)
14 AFC Telford 5 2 1 2 6 6 0 7 3 Jason Walker, York (5) . © .
15 COUNTY = 6 1 4 1.5 5 0 7  4=Andy Morrell, Wrexham (4) : \ r
16 Ebbsfleet United 6 1 3 2 7 8 -1 6 4= DannyRose NewportCounty @) !{ s
17 Newport County 6 1 2 3 9 9 0 5 4 = Adam Boyes, Barrow (4) - O
18 Lincoln City 6 1 2 3 7 9 -2 5 4= Jake Speight, Wrexham (4) i g
19 Southport 6 1 2 3 6 13 7 5 | g o
20 Kettering Town 6 1 2 3 5 12 -7 5 E m }
21 Alfreton Town 6 1 2 3 5 14 9 5 .
p i i 1 3 - ) § . P
i gf.ynfj b&y Ygf:g United 2 ! 1 2 g i - ;1 . j Support the league by subscribing to Premier Sports. We are now showing 200 South American Football games per year
24 Bath City 6 0 2 4 2 10 8 2

SUBSCRIBE NOw: Www.premiersports.tv orcact: 0871 663 9000

T ar
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Stockport County 2011/12

Fixtures & Results

_Day
Friday
Tuesday
Saturday
Tuesday
Friday
Monday
Friday
Saturday
Saturday
Tuesday
Saturday
Tuesday
Saturday
Thursday
Tuesday
Saturday
Tuesday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday
Tuesday
Saturday
Tuesday
Saturday
Monday

2012

Sunday

Saturday
Saturday
Tuesday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday
Tuesday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday
Monday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday

Date

12/08/11
16/08/
20/08/
23/08/
26/08/11
29/08/11
02/09/11
10/09/11
17/09/11
20/09/11
24/09/11
27/09/11
01/10/11
06/10/1
11/10/1
15/10/1
18/10/1
22/101
05/11/11
19111411
26/11/11
2911/
03/12/11
06/12/11
1712111
26/12/11

1
I
"
1

1
1
1
1
1

01/01/12
07/01/12
21/01/12
24/01/12
28/01/12
04/02/12
11/02/12
18/02/12
25/02/12
03/03/12
06/03/12
10/03/12
17/03/12
24/03/12
31/03/12
07/04/12
09/04/12
14/04/12
21/04/12
28/04/12
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Team

Forest Green Rovers
Kettering Town
Ebsfleet United
Kiddersminster Harriers
Lincoln City
Mansfield Town
Luton Town

Telford United
Grimsby Town
Newport County
Tamworth
Fleetwood Town
York City

Cambridge United
Darlington
Wrexham

Bath City

Forest Green Rovers
Hayes & Yeading United
Fleetwood Town
Southport

Grimsby Town

Luton Town
Gateshead

Alfreton Town

Barrow

Barrow

Gateshead

Braintree Town

Telford United
Kiddersminster Harriers
Alfreton Town
Newport County

York City

Wrexham

Darlington

Ebsfleet United
Cambridge United
Southport

Bath City

Kettering Town
Lincoln City

Mansfield Town
Braintree Town
Tamworth

Hayes & Yeading United

Kick-off/Res

1
10
1]
11
1-1
0-1
7-45 pm
3-00 pm
3-00 pm
7-45 pm
3-00 pm
7-45 pm
3-00 pm
7-45 pm
7-45 pm
3-00 pm
7-45 pm
3-00 pm
3-00 pm
5-45 pm
3-00 pm
7-45 pm
3-00 pm
7-45 pm
3-00 pm
3-00 pm

3-00 pm
3-00 pm
3-00 pm
7-45 pm
3-00 pm
3-00 pm
3-00 pm
3-00 pm
3-00 pm
3-00 pm
7-45 pm
3-00 pm
3-00 pm
3-00 pm
3-00 pm
3-00 pm
3-00 pm
3-00 pm
3-00 pm
3-00 pm

Att H/A
1,848 (464)
3/429(109)
3,674 (86)
1,886 (333)
2,152 (267)
3,571 (436)

BLUE SQUARE BET

PREMIER

Points
1

Ui

~ = o

Pos
N/A

6
8
9
8

15

Ref
R Whitton
JSimpson
W Barratt
A Davies
S Martin
P Banks

Starting Eleven

Glennon  Holden
Glennon  Holden 1
Glennon  Holden
Glennon  Holden
Glennon  Holden
Glennon  Holden
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Routledge
Routledge
Routledge
Routledge
Routledge
O'Donnell

Hal & Giton  Mies

Miles Fraughan  Sheridan
ODonnell ~ Gritton Fraughan
O'Donnells McConville Miles
O'Donnellf] McConville Miles
McConwil Nolan Gritton

Fraughan
McCann
Sheridan
Sheridan
Sheridan
Sheridan

Sheridan
Chadwick
Halls
McCann
Chadwick
McCann
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McCann
Elliott
Rowe

Chadwick

Elliott 1

Rowe

Chadwick 1
Brahim-Bounab
Chadwick 1
Elliott 1
Brahim-Bounab
Elliott

Brahim-Bounab
Piergianni
Piergianni
Piergianni
Piergianni
Piergianni

Substitutes
Ormson
Ormson
Ormson
Ormson
Ormson
Ormson

Halls
O'Donnell (21)
Nolan
Gritton
Nolan (19)
Miles (14)

Key

Home Games: Bold Blue text
Number of player substituted (45)

Player Booked
Player Sent Off B
Goals Scored Bold
Elliott (9) Piergianni (10)
Gritton Parker (11)
Elliott (9) Brahim-Bounab
Rowe (10)  Brahim-Bounab (7)
Gritton McCann (21)
Halls Chadwick (9)

Parker
Chamberlain (10)
Chamberlain (18)
Chamberlain (19)
Chamberlain (10)
Chamberlain (18)
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BETTING ONTHEMOVE | | et
JUST GOT FAST

#

é[y ) - . Bet Premier
Manchester City v ' o

Newcastle United (2 - 0)

AFC Telford v Luton Town
Barrow v Tamworth
Darlington v Braintree Town

Ebbsfleet United v York City

Forest Green Ro

Quick links

Login Grimsby Town v Fleetwood Town

Bet live throughout the season on
your iPhone or Android handset

If you don't have a smart phone you can bet by calling our telebet service
on 0800 587 0400 or by visiting bluesg.com.

8a bluesg.com & o B
S5 EVERYTHING IS PROBABLE et “BET 1o 64355

Over 18's only. Blue Square encourages responsible gambling, gambleaware.co.uk
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Who would voluntarily choose to be a
Sunday League referee? Meet Mo Awill

hildhood is seemingly the defining factor in what position someone ends up
spending the majority of their life playing the beautiful game in. The sprinter on
the wing, the disciplinarian in the middle and the big lad will play at the back.

These are formulaic standards that characterize most
people’s earliest associations with football. For some people
though there is a hole in this and it’s referee shaped.

Apparently not fussed by the glory of participating in the
match, those who choose to be referees selflessly blend into
the background so that law and order can be maintained in
sometimes physically passionate circumstances.

The role of referee is in general a thankless one, just ask
Mark Clattenburg. One mistake puts your position in
the spotlight and the countless correct and acutely well
observed ones are immediately forgotten about. After
all if a referee has a good game, it isn’t back page news.

If a player makes a mistake though they’re are
able to hide behind the potential successes of their
teammates, but a referee has no such safety, as if
he makes a mistake he’s alone, often in a sea of
disagreeing fans and players.

Thankfully some people are seemingly gluttons for
punishment and are willing to accept these pitfalls and
voluntarily choose to oversee games of all levels, but
why? Mo Awill is one such person.

He isn't though a Premier League referee, or even

a referee in a professional division, he has the most
thankless task in football. He’s a referee in London’s
Southern Sunday Football League.

To make matters worse, when I go to see him it’s a
bleak and cold winter’s day, pouring down with rain
and it's prematurely dark considering it’s only a little
after midday.

Awill, like the players revels in these conditions and
his position on the pitch, but when after the game I
ask why, it causes him to pause for a moment.

He forces a smile and stares back at the pitch on which
he’s just officiated, which is only a glass of water short
of a marsh and pauses, mulling over the question in
his head and seemingly questioning why in actual fact
he has dragged himself out on such a cold and wet
winters Sunday.

Eventually he forces a stunted chuckle of realisation
and says “well ... I mean it is my job these guys they
need a referee, someone who has to be impartial. For
me personally I obviously want to go a long way in
this, so, I mean it is a hobby as well as a job”.

The same as any player, Awill is clearly inspirational in
his hobby and dreams of progressing through the ranks,
but even at this level of football he is subject to criticism.

Despite overseeing the game in a clear, fair and
authoritative manner, he was seemingly the punching
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bag for player’s frustrations,
even when there was little to
complain about.

The standard phrase that
would echo around the vast
playing field of Cl
Common was “**
ref” but this is seemingly a
part of the game that Awill has accepted

and blanked from his hearing for the overall benefit of
the two teams and for the personal enjoyment of his
hobby, as he refused to let the abuse get to him.

“Well as long as it’s not directed directly at me then I
don’t mind. It is a game of football and emotions are
running high, so we [referees] just get on with it and
be adults about it.”

This ‘as seen on TV’ abuse of the ref is such a part of
the game now that he even gauges a successful game
by the lack of abuse he is subject to and not the quality
of his officiating.

So when I ask him if making a good decision gives
him a buzz, I'm surprised by the answer. “No as long
as it's a quiet game really. As long as I'm not getting
any personal abuse then I guess I'm doing a really
good job”.

This isn’t to say that all referees don’t revel in the
adrenaline of refereeing, as Martin Hansson, now
infamous for missing Thierry Henry’s handball in
Ireland’s decisive second-leg qualifying game for the
2010 World Cup, said quite the opposite.

When asked how he feels after a match in Mattias
Low’s fascinating documentary Réttskiparen (The
Referee) he exclaimed “I feel more joy than when I
played myself and won”.

Hansson is equally aware of the abuse that referees are
subject to from fans and the media, but he’s seemingly
a wall of professionalism and simply says in response
to how it affects him “I get energized and want to
improve my game”.

When I ask Awill about whether he enjoys his hobby,
even in the face of such adversity and unflinching
criticism from players, 'm slightly taken aback by his
unquestioning assertiveness.

“Absolutely” he said without hesitation “I think that’s
what makes a better referee really” and thankfully so,

as without him and many more similar gluttons for
punishment, football as we know it simply wouldn’t exist.

Daniel Mobbs, ThreeMatchBan.com
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Blue Square Premier Round-up

signed from Bradford City, who scored the leagues

Star of the Week: Wrexham striker Jake Speight,
first hat-trick of the season in his sides 4-1 win at

Alfreton Town last Saturday.

Speight then netted as early as the second minute in a
2-0 win over Fleetwood Town on Monday as his team
continued to top the table on goal difference.

Wrexham and Gateshead continue to lead.

Two further wins each for table topping Wrexham and
Gateshead, along with Alfreton Town’s first success

of the season at York City, were the highlights of the
Premier League results last weekend and Monday. The
Welshman continued to put their off-field troubles on
a back-burner with 4-1 and 2-0 wins respectively over
Alfreton away and Fleetwood Town.

The Cod Army, following
their summer transfer activity
and recent acquisition of the
highly-rated Jamie Vardy
from E.C Halifax Town, are
certainly finding it hard going
to date and despite starting
the season as one of the
promotion favorites, have
won only two games to date.

Gateshead, despite a fine display by Barrow keeper
Danny Hurst, edged the North East derby seven days
ago by 2-1, with Jon Shaw scoring both their goals
and Adam Boyes replying with all three goals coming
in the first half. Shaw was again on the mark as the
Tynesiders followed up with a 1-0 home win over
Grimsby Town on Monday, A round of applause for
Alfreton this week. Promoted after winning the Blue
Square North last season, they had failed to win in
their opening five games. But faced, on Monday,

with a York City team who are quickly establishing

a reputation as the great unpredictable’s they broke
their “Duck” with a 1-0 win secured for them by Levi
Mackin’s 43rd minute penalty. York went into the game
third in the table, having played out a goalless draw at
Fleetwood on Saturday.

Kidderminster Harriers are another team to win
both their games last weekend, a 2-0 home win over
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BLUE SQUARE BET

PREMIER &5

By Bernard Jordan

BLUE

Southport on
Saturday being
followed by a 3-1 success at Newport County two days
later. Jack Byrne scored in both. Newport by the way;,
have welcomed
4 back Gary
Warren, who
recently
captained
Great Britain
to runners-up
in the world
student games
in China.

Another keeper in top form, and named Man of the
Match, on Saturday was Darlington’s Sam Russell

in his sides 2-1 win at Grimsby. Greg Taylor, with a
deflected shot, and Paul Arnison gave Darlo a two-goal
lead at half time, but on the re-start only Russell’s
brilliance restricted the Mariners to a single goal reply
from Congolese striker Serge Makofo.

Darlo followed up with a 3-1 win over Lincoln City on
Monday, Ryan Bowman scoring twice. Reece Styche
was on the mark again, the equalizer in Forest Green
Rovers 1-1 draw at Ebbsfleet united on Saturday,
followed by two goals in his sides 3-0 win over winless
Bath City on Monday. Southport were another team

to claim their first win, coming from behind to beat
Barrow 2-1, while in the meeting of two promoted
sides on Monday. Ebbsfleet scored twice in the last few
minutes to defeat Braintree Town 3-2. Calum Willock
scored the winner in the 90th minute.

Tamworth are currently

in a play play-off position
following a 2-0 win at
Bath and 2-2 home draw
with A.EC Telford United,
a game in which Kieron St

goal lead.
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, BUSINESS OR PLEASURE WE WILL
DREN MAKE IT A DAY TO REMEMBER!!

Monday to Saturday
We ra m e 9.00am - 5.00pm \ J \ J_I
F v
&
~ Join us in our fantastic hospitality suite on Matchdays to entertain

*Football Shirts
clients and enhance business relationships, or bring friends and

*Rugby Shirts
_g y . family and enjoy a spefial day. This is a must have experience for any
[ C r | C ket S h ' rtS county fan or local businessman!!

*Football Boots

#8 STOCKPORT :
44 The package includes

« Pre match welcome by a club official

. 3 course meal in the fantastic Hospnahty Suite

. li y match day p and team sheets

*Ca Ps | -Fuﬂystotkedbar
i i * Match Day Tickets
. « Matchday competitions and entertainment
b BOX ' n g G l Ove S « Seating in the Executive Area

* Exdusive lounge access

Garforth Glass Picture Framing
49-55 Co-operative Street,
Springhead, Oldham OL4 5TB

Tel: 0161 624 7495

www.garforthglass.co.uk

Wy y
1310 kg oo &

Contact Rob Clare - 0161 286 8903 or rob.clare@stockportcounty.com

Recycling & Environmental Service Brokers Ltd
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RECKLESS

Promote

— Bl
— W

Proud to support Stockport County FC 1
e v,

We design and build websites focussed S

on growing your business (=)o

www.recklessnewmedia.com 0845 33 00 890

R

ELECTRONIC CIGARETTES - THE SMARTER ALTERNATIVE

10% off all purchases when
using the voucher code
“county” when ordering.

www.smartsmoker.co.uk
0800 756 9475
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Hall of Fame
—You Decide

Over the season we are asking the supporters
to select one person from each Team of the
Decade to go forward to an end of season vote
which will see 3 men elected to the Stockport
County Hall of Fame. Each of the men in
today’s team that is not already a Hall of Famer
has a code by his name.

To vote for your nominee

Email: send the player code to
scan@gogogocounty.org

On the Web: Go to Stockport County’s Official
website, Click the Fans tab, and select SCAN scheme
In Writing: Send you selection to SCAN
Scheme c/o Edgeley Park, Hardcastle Road,
Edgeley, Stockport, SK3 9DD or fill in a form at
the Family Lounge

Later in the season we will have a longer
profile of the nominee and have a vote to elect
the 3 new Hall of Fame Members who will join:

HARRY HARDY
Inducted May 2004

Served County for 6 years between 1919
and 1925.
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Team of the
Decade — 1940s

Harry Hardy

County’s England International goalkeeper and
already a Hall of Fame member. After breaking into
the first team in September 1920 Harry was only
absent when called up for representative games. With
214 games in the 20s he is second only to Waterall.
His England cap came in December 1924 in a 4-0 win
over Belgium. 238

Billy Richardson - VOTE HOF1940a

One of many players from the North East on County’s
books before World War 2. Billy made his debut early
in County’s first Div Three North season. Described as
“a player with plenty of bustle” he helped County back
into Division Two and missed a handful of games over
the next 3 and a half seasons. 254

Joe Reid - VOTE HOF1940b

Joe is another man born in the North East but joined
County from Manchester City in the summer of 1920.
He made the left back slot his own until December
1924 when Richardson switched sides due to the
arrival of Billy Bocking. In addition to his 140 plus
games Joe managed to notch one goal, at Rochdale in
1921. 242

Billy Newton - VOTE HOF1940c

A club stalwart whose name can be mentioned
alongside Trevor Porteous and Jimmy Stevenson.
Billy’s playing career might not have been the longest
— chalking up some 150 league appearances between
1927 and 1931 - but he returned to the club in
September 1932 as a coach and stayed until the start
of 1970s. 333

Albert Waterall - VOTE HOF1940d

Albert tops the appearance charts for the 20s with 217
games, although having played for the club since 1913
his overall total is much higher. He came to Edgeley
Park from Notts County and went on to play for a club
record 13 years. A major contribution to this longevity
was his versatility, playing in a number of positions
both forward and defence. He left in the summer of
1926 as the club’s then highest appearance maker to
date. 206

Jack Wilson - VOTE HOF1940e

Hailing from Leadgate in County Durham Jack had
played locally until May 1922 when County brought
him to the North West. Jack was to put in a four
season stint with County whilst they stayed in Division
Two. He contributed 12 goals from inside left but
played more games at left half, his 20s Team of the
Decade position. 263
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Ben Boardman - VOTE HOF1940f

In a 7 year spell at Edgeley Park Benny fell just

short of 200 appearances as County challenged
continuously for promotion from the Northern section.
Boardman was regarded as a tricky but versatile
winger as he also featured inside. In one spell of 5
games around the New Year of 1927 he scored 7 goals
from inside-right. County sold him to Manchester City
in the summer of 1931. 290

Harry Burgess - VOTE HOF1940g

Joining from Sandbach Ramblers in 1925, this
youngster immediately impressed and the scouts were
watching him virtually from day one. With 71 goals he
was top scorer for the club in the 20s. After joining top
flight Sheffield Wednesday in 1929 Harry went on to
play at the top level with the Owls and Chelsea until
the war. Sixteen months after leaving County he made
the first of 4 England appearances, scoring 4 goals in
the process. 314

Frank Newton

Having scored 93 goals in 101 games Frank ranks
alongside Kevin Francis as one of the most consistent
scorers for the club over a prolonged period. He
started as understudy to Joe Smith, so ONLY scored
18 goals in his first full season. His chance to be first
choice came from 1929 and he responded with a goal
tally of 38 and 37. He continued his scoring at Fulham
and Reading before an injury in a Friendly game
ended his career. 341

Joe Smith - VOTE HOF1940h

Probably the biggest attraction ever signed by County
— Joe drew 22,500 to Edgeley for his debut game;
around 18,000 more than the previous home game
two weeks earlier. County were to be deducted points
for playing him despite instructions not to as his
registration was not in order. The former England
international and twice FA Cup winner certainly
repaid the cost of his signing. He was the first to score
5 in a League match and in his first full season scored
a record 38 League goals. 328

Horace Fielding - VOTE HOF1940i

With 74 appearances in the 20s Fielding claims the
outside left slot. He had joined from Mossley early
in the 1926-27 season but was a bit part player for
the next two seasons, when he had injury problems.
Eleven goals in his first season as a regular saw him
make his mark and after another impressive season
helping County to a second consecutive runner-up
spot it was top flight Grimsby who acted to sign him
for a substantial fee. 326

Selected from the men who played the most games and
scored the most goals in competitive matches between 1
January 1920 and 31 December 1929. Includes at least the
top 7 appearance makers and top 3 goal scorers. Players
qualify for only one Team of the Decade.

The number at the end of each profile shows the player’s
Stockport County Appearance Number where applicable
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Stockport County

Appearance Number
scheme

“County supporters recognising every County
debutant in a senior competitive match”

A trip to South Wales recently gave Des Hinks
the chance to make the SCAN presentation

to one of the favourite players of the club’s
1960’s supporters.

Winger Len Allchurch may have been nearly 32
when he joined County in 1965 but he went on
to play his part in the Go Go Go revival of the
club. Len had been playing League football since
October 1951 and had even played 4 first division
games in the 1965-66 season before moving to
County in October for a club record fee. The
Welshman made an immediate impact by scoring
after 16 minutes of his debut.

Each summer there were doubts about Len re-
signing but he stayed long enough to chalk up his
500th League game whilst at the club and was
voted player of the year in 1968-69. Len’s memory
is not what it was but he was delighted to receive
the memento of his time at County from the
Supporters of the Club.

Visit the SCAN website for details of the
scheme, to view the presentations made to
date, and register to be a presenter. Or email
scan@gogogocounty.org for more information.

Go to Stockport County’s Official website, Click
the Fans tab, and select SCAN scheme.
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Writers Reign

Latest Match Day Curds out now,
Free to collect...

12 O’CLOCK kick-offs, eh. Who’d have ‘em?

By Gary Carter

eality check time. We are a brand new team with a brand new manager
and, maybe, brand new owners. So as depressing a 1-0 defeat to
Mansfield on Monday was, was it really unexpected? Not for me.

Frustrating it certainly was, as we should
have earned at least a draw but any divine
right we had to get a result went out of the
window about five years ago. Now today
comes a huge test in a side that should, by
rights, still be in the Football League. If it was
not for the ludicrous amount of points taken
off them in 2008, they would have retained
their status.

The fact they have not bounced back yet
despite showing they were not among the
two worst teams of that season shows how
tough this league is. If anything, this will
provide a good marker as to where we lie
this season. Are we contenders? Or are we,
which I believe we are, a club that needs two
or three years to turn around and get a solid
foundation again?

There is no point building things on sand,
which the past few years most certainly have
been and whatever base there was rapidly
eroded. Time is a commodity that seems to
be leaking from football by the day. That is
exactly what we need, on
the pitch.

Off it, something needs
sorting — it might be already
by the time you read this.
Whether it is under Tony
Evans’ stewardship, the
previous leaders’, or someone
from leftfield’s, the club has
gone through enough torture
and punishment in recent
seasons.

Never mind Animo et Fide, the
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motto for many supporters recently has been,
Just when you think it can’t get any worse.’

I am proud to call myself a Stockport County
supporter — there’s certainly no-one else I'd
back. So hopefully any differences that exist
among those behind the scenes — whatever they
may be — there is a common goal.

The pride of a club that has, quite frankly, been
tarnished by recent seasons.

Whoever is the leader, it will not be a quick fix.
Turning around this club will take a lot more
than a quick flash of cash and a name or two.

I don’t know about anyone else, but when

I eventually become a father, I want to be
able to take my child to County matches, so
if it is a choice between long-term stability
and chasing an immediate return to the
Football League, I know which one I would
rather have. Every long-term plan has to
have a start. Hopefully we will be able to put
ours in place properly soon.
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¥ Lartridge Worlg

10% Discount

On all Cartridge World Refii &
Compatible Printer Cartridges on
Presentation of this card,

Valid until 30/09/11

Cartridge World st
275 Wellington Road South,
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Stockport, Cheshire, SK2 4ND.
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© 2001 SCFC Community Foundtion

With over 40 Beers & 20 Ciders to choose from,
why not come to The Edgeley Beer Festival!
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www.footballfoundation:org.uk

improving facilities « creating opportunities * building communities.

Charity No 1079309




No membership or proof of being a supporter required. Supporters receive a guaranteed discount on package holidays operated by a Thomas Cook tour operator and on holidays operated by selected
non-Thomas Cook tour operators. Applies to summer and winter package holidays, city breaks, cruises, worldwide travel and UK weekend breaks/hotel-only. Al holidays are subject to availability

and relevant tour operator's booking conditions. Terms and conditions apply to all ings - see Www. t.com for details. Discount can vary - please ask for details at time of booking.
Discount cannot be combined with any other discount or offer. Bookings must be made at a Thomas Cook or Going Places store, by calling 0870 751 9954 or online at thomascooksport.com. Calls are
charged at local rate plus network extras. Thomas Cook Sport is a trading name of Thomas Cook Retail Ltd, ABTA J8601, acting as an agent for Thomas Cook Tour Operations Ltd, ATOL Protected 0020.
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The BIG Interview

Carl Piergianni

by Pure 107.8 FM’s Pete Liggins

ho the sponsors pick for Man of the Match (and then who Rob Clare actually

ends up giving the champagne to) is always an eagarly awaited moment for

me in the game. I always find it interesting to hear whether or not others have
seen the same things as myself and Jon Keighren in the press box.

On Monday it went to Danniel O’'Donnell, but
you sense the accolade could have easily gone to
his central defensive partner Carl Piergianni.

He put a stunning performance in, together with
O’Donnell, limiting Mansfield to pot shots around
the County penalty box. The young defender was
also honest enough after the game to admit his
part in the Stags goal. “Little things went wrong
for us in the end, I didn’t track the runner for the
goal. We had cancelled them out and they didn’t
have many chances, again we could have scored
but we’ve just got to get over it now and look
forward to Friday night against Luton.”

Piergianni’s partnership with O’Donnell at the
back has come unexpectedly, with the senior
player seizeing his chance after coming on for
the injuried Nabil Bounab against Kettering, but
it's certainly one bearing fruit for the Hatters.
Carl says he’s enjoying playing next to Danny.
“He’s a really good player and I'm learning a lot
quickly from him. We're getting better and better
together by the game.”

The nineteen year old came to Edgeley
Park as a result of Peterborough United’s
success last season. Carl knew it would
be difficult to make an impact on the
team after the club’s promotion. “After
they went up to the Championship I
wasn’t going to be involved getting
games there. I wanted to go somewhere
that I could play and have more of a
chance. Didi Hamann said that he was
interested and so I came down from a
trial and things went from there”.
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Even with the Manager’s willingless to use his
entire squad and keep players fresh during the
tough start to the season, Piergianni has been
an ever present in the side. But Carl says he’s
taking nothing for granted, “I've still got to
earn my place and keep playing well, but it’s
good for me to get games, more experience and
getting better”.

After playing twenty one times for Altrincham
last season while out on loan, County’s Number
22 has valuable experience of life in the Blue
Square Premier. But it’s clear that Carl feels

he has taken a big step up joining the Hatters.
“I'm with a much bigger, better club this

year and hopefully we’ll do better than what
Altrincham managed last year. I didn’t play
against Luton, but it'll be nice to face them. It’s
a local place to where I lived and it’ll be a big
game, but we’ll be up for it though and come
back even stronger. I think we’ve got a great
chance to win it”.
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Stockport County

Youth Development

t’s been a strange week as we had no official youth alliance fixture so the youth team played

a friendly against a team from Liverpool called East Villa FC whose manager is friends with

Tony Evans. The club conducted themselves in a professional manner and passed the ball
around really well for an amateur youth team and were really appreciative of the game.

I feel that they just played us at a bad time as

at the minute our strikers are on fire and Josh

Amis scored 4 with Danny Whitehead again on
the score sheet. The game ended up 9-3 and a
huge difference with games like this is fitness

and possession and our lads are getting better
and better at keeping the ball.

Cameron Darkwah went to Mossley on loan
this week and the youth department will be
giving him our full support and wish him well.
Cam just needs games and we are sure he will
get goals which will get him knocking on Didi’s
team sheet.

As many of you may know we have increased
the scouts to 12 for the Centre Of Excellence

and I can assure you it’s already making a big
difference as we have some top quality -young
players coming in. This is great for SCFC and
we guarantee that these seeds of our future
will bear fruit like we could never of dreamed.

We hope to have a ‘Coaches Seminar” at
Manor Farm in September for amateur coaches
from all over the North West. So if you are
interested in attending then please mention it
to your fellow coaches and mail us for further
information to youth@stockportcounty.com for
the attention of Simon Cooper.

Yours In Football and Humility
Simon Cooper
SCFC Performance Coach

Andy Graham
Corporate: Available
Fan: Available

Ben Say
Corporate: Available
Fan: Ian Brown

Brandon Windsor
Corporate: Available
Fan: Available

Dane Smith
Corporate: Available
Fan: Available

Danny Whitehead
Corporate: Available
Fan: Available

Declan Meehan
Corporate: Available
Fan: Available

Deji Omoboye
Corporate: Available
Fan: Available

Dylan Rhodes-
Murphy
Corporate: Available
Fan: Available

Jake Pollard
Corporate: Available
Fan: Ian Rostron

Jake Thompson
Corporate: Available
Fan: Available

Jameel Ible
Corporate: Available
Fan: Available

Josh Amis
Corporate: Available
Fan: Available

Kyle Brownhill
Corporate: Available
Fan: Available

Paul Sunderland
Corporate: Available
Fan: Available

Ryan Jennings
Corporate: Available
Fan: Available

Sam Mitten
Corporate: Available
Fan: Available

Tom Whitehurst
Corporate: Available i\ &
Fan: Available ura

Rob Clare

- For sponsorship details
-4 call Rob Clare on 0161
-+, 286 8903
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Player Profiles

Andy Graham
Age: 17
Nickname: Graham Iniesta

Position: Centre Mid, Striker, Right Mid, Left Mid

Height: 5”10
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Andy is a lively player with great feet and makes things happen with his sharpness of passing

and his range of passing. He is captain of the youth team and with Paul Sunderland in midfield
compliment the quick passing rotation philosophy Stuart Delaney has with the squad. Andy has

made a few appearances for the reserves last year and will be pushing for the first team this
season if he takes his game to the next level which he is more than capable of doing.

Ryan Jennings
Age: 16
Nickname: Jeniniho, “Gorton Massive”

Position: Centre Mid, Striker, Left Mid, Right Mid, Right Back, Left Back

Ryan is a first year and played for the youth team when he was just 15. He is strong in the
tackle and has fantastic feet but just needs to channel his heart and head in a balanced
manner. He is a player who can play anywhere on the park but who is ideal in the hole
behind a front striker as his pace and shooting power bring goals to any team. Ryan is
another product of Wright Robinson School in Gorton and is one of a trio of players that
we have gained from that school. (Jake Thompson, Dylan-Rhodes Murphy)

Ben Say

Age: 17

Position: Right Mid, Right Back
Nickname: The Brick

Height: 670

Ben has had a tough time with injuries but he is without doubt one of the fittest players at
the club. He has the potential to do anything he wants in the game and is a full back who
likes to attack up the flanks. At the back end of last season Ben was involved travelling with
the first team and we expect him to be pushing to get into the first team squad this year.

He hails from Liverpool and is a great lad to have in the dressing room as he can play in a
number of positions. Ben was picked up by the club at the age of 15 when he was spotted

playing for a local Merseyside club.

Danny Whitehead
Age: 17

Position: Striker, Centre Mid, Right Mid, Left Mid

Nickname: The Flash
Height: 5”11

Danny is a second year and like Ben Say travelled with the first team to a number of matches

at the end of last season. He has great pace and scores a lot of goals inside and outside the
box using his great striking power. He loves to get behind a back four running the line and
then cutting inside with balls fed from Paul Sunderland and Andy Graham. He has two great

feet and can score with either and creates openings by beating full backs and delivering great

balls for strikers in the centre to feed off. I believe when Danny gets his chance and a run of
games he could possibly be at this club for a very long time as he is only going to get better and better.

cooke.

creative, marketing & internet solutions

Wilson & Cooke Marketing Ltd have sponsored the ul5’s
shirts and Peter Boyle. They also have a mobile advertising

board for the youth team match days.

Established in 1990, they are a full service creative and digital agency, supplying a full range of marketing services. They
have established an enviable reputation within the industry for the high quality of work which we produce and our cost
effectiveness. These factors have helped them to build excellent working relationships with their strong client base, which,
in many cases, have lasted for the life of the company. Over the last ten years they have developed a very successful
multimedia and digital division. They have extensive experience in all areas of marketing and web site development from

concept to delivery.

Wilson & Cooke Marketing Ltd, Unit C2, Waterfold Park, Bury, Lancashire BL9 7BR. Telephone: 0161 764 6500
Web: www.wilson-cooke.co.uk, Email: info@wilson-cooke.co.uk
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Stockport County v@;ﬁn KREIRIYC
Supporters Alliance . > -‘.‘ T):

SUPPORTERS CLUB™
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t was early morning on a Bank Holiday
Monday when I turned over in bed to check
the time on my alarm clock to realise that for
some unknown reason I had to wake up and get
my body down to Edgeley Park. Unfortunately
it wasn’t a dream; it was indeed this Monday
that Mansfield Town were the visitors for a
noon kick-off. I always used to bemoan the
Premiership for their bizarre kick-off times, and
now I know exactly what it feels like — I miss
those traditional Saturday’s already!!

To continue with my rant we of course are playing
tonight (Friday) due to our game being screened
live on Premier Sports. Although it’s not a well
known channel within the SKY platform, it’s still

a source of revenue to the Football Club and a
chance for Stockport County to get some national
recognition for those people who have subscribed
to tonight’s match.

Supporters Club Update

Unfortunately we can’t really update you with much
at the moment in relation to the Supporters Club
until we have a chance to speak to certain people
within the Football Club. With the ownership of
the Football Club still be negotiated by interested
parties, we just have to play the waiting game until
everything settles down behind the scenes. We of
course are still committed to providing you the
supporters with a active Supporters Club and we
are busy preparing things once our future is a bit
more clearer.

Membership

Don't forget that membership renewals are now
due for the current season. In the current economic
climate, we've once again frozen membership
prices to just £6 for Adults and £2 for Concessions.
Included in the price of your membership, you'll
receive regular newsletters, the chance to attend
‘Fans Forums’ to meet County Management and
Players and many more offers. For more details
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regarding renewing or joining the ([ s crc P
Supporters Club, you can e-mail \
info@scfesupportersclub.com or visit
www.stockportcounty.com and click
the ‘Fans’ area of the website.

County Merchandise

Hopefully everyone is enjoying the facilities offered
in Bergara’s Bar pre-match as it’s certainly been

a huge success since the Football Club opened

up the facility to supporters. But whilst you are
enjoying the hospitality in Bergara’s Bar why not
grab yourself some County merchandise. Currently
available are eighteen different Stockport County
crest mugs featuring crests from the 1930’s to the
current date. We also have available Stockport
County window stickers in both small and large
sizes. Remember, all proceeds from the sale of these
items goes directly back to Stockport County.

Stuart Crawford
SCFC Supporters Club
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ODUE DOBDE § BEEOEE  VIRECTED BY PAUL WILSON

LT o1

SEPTEMBER 28TH TO QCTOBER 1ST 7:30PM
ALL TICKETS £40

Theatre Box Office
0161 430 6570
0870.787 5780
www.nktheatrearts.org.uk

THIS AMATEUR PRODUCTION IS I’RESENT:H%.JW ARRANGEMENT WITH JOSEF WEINBERGER LTD.
ON BEHALF OF MUSIC T“E(;I’-ﬂ‘i‘ INTERNATIONAL OF NEW \'Ull\( -

The Fotum Theatre

Romiley, Stockport
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Stockport County

Community Life

Park for the second time this week, where

we entertain Luton Town FC, a warm
welcome back to our ex-Commercial Manager,
Simon King, who support’s the other Hatter’s!

G ood evening and welcome back to Edgeley

The Hatters aim to help kick flu
into touch...
Stockport
Stockport County players are urging their fans not to
score an own goal this season in the fight against flu.

Stockport County
Community Sports &
y Education Foundation

Each winter thousands of people put their health
and lives at risk by not having the free flu vaccine
they are entitled to.

So this year The Hatters have joined forces with
NHS Stockport to encourage people to have the jab.

County Player, Mark Lynch said “It’s really
important that you have you flu jab if you're
entitled to it. It will help protect you against what
can prove to be a really nasty illness. Last winter
we saw the devastation it can cause to families with
some people ending up critically ill in hospital. I
don’t want that to happen to any of my family and
friends so I'll be doing all I can to persuade them to
have the jab.”

The vaccine is free to anyone regarded as “at risk”
which includes people aged 65 and over as well as
all pregnant women.

It’s also free to people who have

* diabetes

* a chest problem or breathing difficulties (such as
asthma, bronchitis or emphysema)

* a heart problem,

* kidney disease or liver disease
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Community Partner

Prince’s Trust

* a neurological condition (such as Parkinson’s or
motor neurone disease)

* a low immune system due to disease (such as
cystic fibrosis or Crohn’s disease) or treatment
(such as cancer treatment)

* had a stroke

* a problem with the spleen (such as sickle cell
disease) or if the spleen has been removed

You should also get your free the vaccine if you live
in a residential or nursing home, or if you are the
main carer of an older or disabled person.

The vaccine is available from your GP from
October. The quicker you get your jab the sooner
you'll be protected. Don’t be complacent or wait
until there is a flu outbreak this winter - book an
appointment as soon as possible.

If you're not at risk but you know someone who is,
please encourage them to get the flu jab — it may
just save their life.

SUPPORTED BY o
Our Disability

The Officer, Jordan
Football Pools Raynes: will be
coordinating the
‘iCount’ League for the 2011/12 season.

We are very pleased to announce the launch of our
‘iCount’ pan-disability league, in partnership with
the Cheshire County FA at tonight’s fixture versus
Luton Town. The league came about after our
successful bi-monthly tournament, held at Aquinas
College, throughout last season and the current
Ability Counts provision ran by the Cheshire FA.

Ability Counts has been
split into two leagues
(Cheshire East and
Cheshire West), with
Stockport County
Community Foundation
running the East side and
the Cheshire FA running
the West side in Chester.

Organisations entering
the ‘iCount’ League are —

WWW.STOCKPORTCOUNTY.COM
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Stockport County FC

Manchester City FC

Stockport Deaf FC

Stockport Cerebral Palsy Society
Heathfield House (NHS/Pennine Care)
Sale Town FC

Stockport Strikers FC

Manchester Amputee’s FC

Aquinas College

All League fixtures will be played each month
outdoor at Aquinas College and in the Winter
months, indoor at Houldsworth Village, Reddish.

Tonight at half time we will be having a group
photo with some of the teams on the Edgeley Park
turf to officially launch ‘iCount’. The first round of
fixtures start next Tuesday (6th) at Aquinas College.
I will keep you posted via County Life and www.
stockportcounty.com of the scores and league table
each month.

Our thanks go to Dawn Georgeson from the
Cheshire FA for all her help and guidance in setting
the league up.

The new School
term starts
next.......... and

we are all raring

to go with our
Sponsored Skills
Challenges, After
School Sessions, PPA
Sessions and In Set Days, amongst others...........

BT TRUST

We are pleased to announce that Matty Mainwaring
is our official Stockport County Soccer Course
ambassador for the new Football League Soccer
Course website coming soon. The new project will
make it easier to enrol on one of popular Soccer
Courses, download an application form and will
offer parents the chance to pay by debit/credit card.

Each Football League Club (and Stockport County!)
will have their own dedicated page listing all the

WWW.STOCKPORTCOUNTY.COM
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details of courses, staffing
qualifications, photo’s, etc
and will be a great tool for us
to promote the courses to a
wider audience.
‘T can wholeheartedly
recommend your child
attending the Stockport
County Community
Foundation Soccer Course, I
started out playing football
by attending a soccer course similar to those
run by our Community Foundation Team, which
helped build my knowledge of the game and also
my confidence and led to me becoming a much
improved player and taking more of an interest
in the game, to where I am today, a professional
footballer at Stockport County FC. Give the
Community Foundation Team a ring and reserve
your place!’
Matty Mainwaring, Midfielder, Stockport County FC

I will keep you posted about the launch of the site
over the next few weeks...........

Another season begins and
Spurley Hey JFC under 12’s are
here again, the team play in the
Stockport Metro League and are
looking forward to a brilliant
season in Division 2.

The boys train on a Thursday evening and are
looking to recruit a Goalkeeper, if you are interested
in playing for Spurley Hey please contact liam.
smith@spurleyhey.co.uk or log onto the club website.

Spurley Hey would like to thank Manchester based,
Clear Law Solicitors, for the sponsorship this
coming season.

Players on duty at Edgeley Park this evening
are Tom Moore, Joe Hall, Kyle Tattersall, Ashley
Graham, Matthew Thompson, Josh Borthwick,
Brodie Adamson, Liam Arden, Harrison Hardy,
Nathan Eadie, Conlan Ford, Aaron Widdowson,
Danny, Jordan, James.

Animo et Fide
Enjoy the game...........
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Save up to 250/0

In solicitors fees!

As a Stockport County fan you are entitled to discounted legal services
from SAS Daniels solicitors, which could potentially save you hundreds
of pounds in legal fees.

This is an affinity package * Buying a home from £375
that provides you with e Selling your home from £350
discounted fixed fee legal e Wills from £170

services such as: * Divorce and separation from £500

The above prices are inclusive of discount.

To redeem this offer simply contact SAS Daniels quoting the ticket number on any

Stockport County match ticket (2011/12 season) that you have purchased, and also = |

the Affinity reference code of: SCFC11.

Visit us in Stockport at: 30 Greek
Street, Stockport SK3 8AD or call us on: 0161 475 7676

Full list of discounted fixed fee prices together with terms and conditions are available upon request. www.sasdaniels.co.uk @ |

STOCKPORT
FESTIVAL20T1

Fun for all the family
at Stockport Market Place
in support of St Ann’s Hospice
Treasure hunt, bouncy castle,
children's games
and much more!

#39) St Ann's Hos ice) 8558 St Ann’s
["", ; wag’ Hospice

Celeovating coxe™ since 19T

everyy Aoy wmakes o ditterence

St Ann’s Hospice is a registered charity number 258085
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Juniors

Hello again and welcome back to Edgeley
Park for this evenings game with Luton town.
Back to Friday night football just like the Go
Go County era of Vic Bernard for those of us
who are old enough to remember! Like last
Monday’s visitors Luton were in the football
league a short while ago and are naturally
looking to climb back as soon as possible.
Both Junior supporters clubs use to do regular
exchange visits with one year football and
chips at a nearby school. If any Hatters Juniors
have made the long trip north tonight we
hope you enjoy your visit and have a safe
journey back down the motorway.

I hope you all enjoyed the Bank Holiday
weekend I write these notes before last
Monday’s home game in the hot Madeiran
sunshine so hopefully we will have another
three points to add to our unbeaten start. Our
last home game with Ebbsfleet was I thought
a strange sort of game where neither team
seemed to put together a period of sustained
pressure and probably a draw was the right
result. We then had two difficult away games
at Kidderminster and Lincoln. The first game
we looked to have a useful away win but a
late equaliser robbed us of all three points.
The Lincoln game was a back to the wall show
and in the end was a good point earned, I
thought this was a good result having seen
some hammerings over the years. So all told
up to last Monday’s game not a bad start

to the season with matches coming thick
and fast. Due to the recent vandalism at the
ground we have been told the family lounge
will be in the M and H suite, entrance on
Hardcastle Street. We should be open from
around 6.30 to just before kickoff.

That’s all for now hope the new school term
starts well for you all, and good luck to those
of you who are starting at a new school.

Enjoy the game

Ian Butterworth
County Juniors
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Away Travel

We have decided not to run
a coach to Telford a week
tomorrow.

We are now taking bookings
for Tamworth on September
24th.

This trip will depend on
numbers for further details
please contact Ian on 0161
456 7606 or see him in the
family lounge.

Meetings

Our first meeting of the season
will be held here at Edgeley
Park a week on Sunday 11th
usual start time of 10.45am to
approx 1.00pm.

Hopefully we will be taking
some of you down to Power
League in Heaton Mersey for
football.

We look forward to welcoming
two members of the County
squad along to join us.

WWW.STOCKPORTCOUNTY.COM
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Stockport County’s Community Foundation recently
held a very successful ‘soccer school’ at Stockport
School (Mile End), great to see plenty of ‘County
Juniors’ on show.

Just For Fun

Answers to our quiz in last
Monday’s programme are as
follows:

. Ebbsfleet Town

. Telford United

. Newport County
. Tamworth

. Fleetwood Town
. Bath City

oounphWONRE

Mascot Match
Day Package

As a Mascot you will have a day to remember at
Stockport County FC!

Your great day Includes:

* A welcome by Stockport County Official

Collect your NEW NIKE County Football Kit

A tour of the dressing rooms to meet the Players

2 Adult and 2 children Match Day tickets

A Complimentary Match Day programme which

includes a photo and feature of the mascot

PA Announcement on the Club PA System

* You'll lead the County Team out on the Pitch at
Edgeley Park

And it doesn’t stop there. You'll receive:

* An Official Photograph to remember the big
day with Team Captains, Officials and Club
Mascot taken prior to kick off

* A County Goodie Bag crammed with souvenirs

Price £165.00

Kids Ticket
Initiatives

PACKAGE ONE

* 5,000 Match Day Cards + MDC website advert
(Front of card promotes forthcoming match

at Edgeley Park, Back of card advert of your
Company)

100 free tickets for kids

Corporate meal for two + match tickets
Framed poster of both sides of card

Advert in ‘County Life’ Match Day programme

Price £450.00

PACKAGE TWO

* 100 free tickets for kids
e Advert in ‘County Life’ Match Day programme

Price £300.00

To find out more details and availability for the Mascot and Kids Ticket Initiatives

contact Rob Clare on 0161 286 8903, email: rob.clare@stockportcounty.com

WWW.STOCKPORTCOUNTY.COM
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Ladies Football Club

By Mark Lockyear

tockport County Ladies finally kicked off the new season on Wednesday 17th with a difficult
away trip to Salford. Since relegation to the Northern Combination two seasons ago, County
had only managed to take 1 point from a possible 12 in their 4 meetings with Salford.

Despite these statistics, County didn’t allow their
nerves to get the better of them and started the game
in a determined mood. Few chances were created in a
nervy, yet evenly balanced contest dominated by the
midfield players, and the match remained goalless at
the break. The tempo increased dramatically in the
2nd half with both teams doing their utmost to break
the deadlock; Salford were restricted to shooting
from outside the penalty area and keeper, Laura
Bowater, was called into action to make a number of
excellent saves. As the half wore on, County could
consider themselves unlucky not to take the lead
when Angela Ashioti’s angled shot deflected off the
post. County finally got their reward in the 72nd
minute when a text-book move which started from
the keeper, progressed from defence to midfield
eventually found its way to Georgia France whose
strike curled perfectly past the keeper’s outstretched
arms and into the corner of the net. 1-0. The final 15
minutes were played at a frantic pace and both teams
should be applauded on the standard of football, not
to mention their fitness and commitment as both
teams kept playing until the referee finally brought
the game to an end.

Whilst the 3 points were most welcome, the match
was especially notable for 3 young players from last
season’s reserves making their 1st team debuts; Colette
Garvey, Georgia France and Cheryl Burns, who is now
in her 11th season with the club having joined as an
U10! It would have been 4 had 16 year-old Reanne
Healey been called into action from the bench.

This week, again on a Wednesday, County
entertained newly-promoted Linotype Cheadle Heath
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Nomads who had narrowly been

defeated by Sheffield Wednesday at the weekend, 1-0.
This was a more open contest with both sides creating
plenty of opportunities for the entire 90 minutes in an
exciting encounter. Nikki Daniels gave County an early
lead with less than 2 minutes gone, arguably County
should have increased their lead on several occasions
before Nomads stunned County with a deserved
equaliser in the 37th minute. Half-time 1-1. 7 minutes
after the restart, Georgia France continued her goal-
scoring exploits from last week with a superbly take
free-kick from 25 yards that flew into the net. Chances
came and went for both sides until Nomads drew level
with an equally superb strike from a similar distance
on 73 minutes. Their joy was short-lived though as
within 4 minutes County, rather fortuitously, regained
the advantage thanks to an own-goal. Bet Langford
made certain of the points a few minutes later though,
with a well-taken strike that the keeper couldn’t hold.
Final score 4-2.

With maximum points from these two fixtures,
County have already equalled the points total from
their opening 6 games last season!

Photos courtesy of Gary Gomersall
For information, results and match reports, please
visit our website: www.stockportcountyladiesfc.

co.uk or contact the club secretary, Mark Lockyear
on 0798 188 5470.
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TARGET

State of the art affordable fitness for
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all, whatever your age or ability

For general enquiries
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THE NEW
SGFC

201112
HOME KIT
UT NOW

Call the Club Shop on: 0161 2662700
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Player Sponsorship

2011/12

Matthew Glennon
Corporate: Williams
Cooper

Fan: Tony O’Shea

Mark Lynch
Corporate: Manual Link
Building

Fan: Whitefield Young
Mens Association

Euan Holden
Corporate: Fostering
Solutions

Fan: Kate Glass

Jon Routledge
Corporate: Available
Fan: The Plough,
Heaton Moor

Daniel O'Donnell
Corporate: County
Heaven

Fan: Ian Dooley

Danny Hall
Corporate: Available
Fan: Available

Sean McConville
Corporate: Trade Sports
Fan: The Hornsby
Family

Jon Nolan

Corporate: Allens
Accountants

Fan: Matthew Standing

Martin Gritton
Corporate: Stockport
County Supporters Club
Fan: Stuart Crawford

John Miles
Corporate: Available
Fan: Available

Ryan Fraughan

Corporate: Pescado
Fan: Martin Astley

lan Ormson
Corporate: Stockport
County Supporters Club
Fan: Available

Cameron Darkwah
Corporate: Available
Fan: Available

Sam Sheridan
Corporate: Available
Fan: Available

Ryan McCann
Corporate: Available
Fan: Available

Andy Halls
Corporate: Available
Fan: Mary Jinks

Danny Rowe
Corporate: Available
Fan: Ian Brown

Nick Chadwick
Corporate: Available
Fan: Available

Tom Elliott
Corporate: Available
Fan: Available

Nabil Brahim
Bounab
Corporate: Available
Fan: Available

Carl Piergianni
Corporate: Available
Fan: Susan & Alan
Wilks

Dietmar Hamman
Corporate: Insurance
Training Partnership Ltd

Willie McStay
Corporate: Available
Fan: Spurley Hey

Alan Lord
Corporate: Available
Fan: Available

Fan: Lyn Barnett

Fan: Martin Astley Juniors

Stuart Delaney Rodger Wylde Richard Landon
Corporate: Available Corporate: The Corporate: RESB
Fan: Available Yellowboard Fan: Available

,  Bernhard Hirmer
&  Corporate: Available
Fan: Available

-~ Rob Clare

For sponsorship details

A
4 call Rob Clare on 0161

286 8903
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Match Day Cards

Andy Calvert

07976 131145
info@matchdaycards.com
Creative Design and Marketing

MD|C

Flueclean Installations Services
John Wallwork

01614289672

www.flueclean.co.uk

Heating Services

Manual Link Building

matchdaycards.com
Gareth Hoyle
0161928 8799

@ IManual'LinkiBuilding;
www.manuallinkbuilding.co.uk

Search Engine Optimisation and Website Link Building Services

Cavendish Logistics
Nathan Downes

0161491 5252
cavendishlogistics@hotmail.co.uk
Transport Logistics

E Park & Sons Limited
Richard Park
01625532511
www.epark.co.uk

Potato Growers

Life Long County Fan

Andrew Newell

Site Supply I The - —
Steve Cree (’ Slle Sllll ' L
0845 009 6750

gomnanw
www.hivis.net

www.hivis.net
HIVIS Workwear Providers

AB Communications
Dave Waldron Kelly

0161482 4433
www.abcommunications.co.uk
Installation Phone Systems

Sport & Fitness

Colourtone L.A.Widdowson & Son Joiners

Paul Pickstone Lee Widdowson

0161477 6970 ‘ olourtone 07932 041097

www.colourtone.com Joiners

Car Paints/Coatings

Stockport Sports Trust Lomature

Andrea Pankiw Matthew Walsh S
0161443 4077 0161 246 6003 \» Lomature Limited
www.sportinstockport.com www.lomature.com i

Airline Industry Services

Life Long County Fan

Laurence Stevens

RESB Ltd

Bob Smith Bewley

07817 473 725
www.resbltd.co.uk

Waste Management Services

St Ann'’s Hospice
Alison Gilbody -‘
01614378136

www.sah.org.uk
Hospice Charity

‘ St Ann’s Hospice

avw@ dayy makes a Afference

GT Law

Tony Evans

0844 856 6770

www.gtlaw.co.uk/lei .
Solicitors

SAS Daniels LLP
Rob Macfarlane
01614757676
www.sasdaniels.co.uk
Solicitors

ésas daniels Lip

Booth Ainsworth LLP
David Powell
01614751550
www.boothainsworth.co.uk
Chartered Accountants

BOOTH AINSWORTH LLP

TCM Advisors

lan Murray

0161 494 3400
www.tcmadvisors.com

For 1883 Club membership details
call Rob Clare |
on 0161 286 8903
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® Portraiture

® Modelling / Portfolio
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Total Claims Management

rob.clare@stockportcounty.com
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We will follow the County...

Newport County v County
Date: Tuesday, 20th September, kick-off 7.45pm
Ground: Spytty Park (Newport Stadium), Newport, NP19 4PT

Capacity: 5,058 (3,246 seats)

Telephone: 01633 662 262 exiles *
Website: www.newport-county.co.uk

The Ground

Newport Stadium, known locally as Spytty Park, is an athletics stadium that has served as Newport
County’s home since the mid-‘90s. This means that a running track encircles the pitch. However, thankfully
for those who remember the views at Brighton’s Withdean and Rotherham’s Don Valley temporary homes,
at Newport the stands at either end of the ground are placed directly behind the goals & are taken down
for the athletics season, then put back up when football comes back around. Away fans were previously
housed in the 1,197 capacity Spytty Road End, but are now allocated the smaller, 949-seater Cricket Club
End at the other end of the ground. There’s food and toilets in the corner of the ground where away fans
enter. To the left-hand side of the away end is The Shed, a covered terrace where the home fans gather &
plenty of banter can be had.

Ticket Prices

Cricket Club End

Adults - £14

Concessions* - £10

Under 16 - £5

*Senior citizens & full-time students

County Travel depart from Edgeley Park at 2pm, priced £18 for adults and £15 for juniors. Please
call the Booking Hotline on 08456 885 799.

Food & Drink

Unfortunately, the club house at the ground isn’t open to away supporters when bigger clubs are in town. Visitors
can use the cricket clubhouse located on the other side of the cricket field behind the away end. Otherwise, with
the ground being located by an industrial estate, there’s little else to choose from nearby. There’s plenty of places in
the city centre, but it's a good 45-minute walk away and a taxi will set you back £7 or so.

Parking

The great news for those travelling by car is that there is plenty of parking at the ground, and what’s more, it’s
free to park. There’s the main car park, located behind The Shed terrace, which is the first car park on your left
as you approach from Langland Way; and a little further on is a smaller car park just next to the Velodrome.
However, as access is only via one road, please bear in mind that it can get very busy after the games.

Next at Edgeley Park...

Saturday 17th September 2011 v Grimsby Town. Kick-Off 3pm

YORK CITY

Tuesday 27th September 2011 v Fleetwood Town. Kick-Off 7.45pm
Saturday 1st October 2011 v York City. Kick-Off 3pm

THE OFFICIAL MATCHDAY MAGAZINE OF STOCKPORT COUNTY

Telford United v County

Date: Saturday, 10th September, kick-off at 3pm

Ground: New Bucks Head, Watling Street, Wellington, Telford, TF1 2TU

Capacity: 5,600 (2,200 seats) Fo
Telephone: 01952 640 064 f'.':z‘
Website: www.telfordutd.co.uk & “\’X‘B f‘

The Ground ~Lduam Oblivie

Construction on Telford’s New Bucks Head stadium began in 2000 and finished three years later. Originally
having a capacity of 6,300, this has been reduced to around 5,600. It’s an impressive little ground, with a
modern main stand on one side and a thin, uncovered terrace on the other, and identical covered terraces
behind each goal. One of these terraces, the Frank Nagington Stand at the southern end of the ground,
houses up to 1,480 away supporters. Bitter, lager & cider are available from the concourse, as well as
plenty of hot food. Entry is via turnstiles T and J. Please note that a very limited amount of seating is
available, but is restricted to those with limited mobility or very young children. Please consult a steward
as soon as you enter through the turnstiles. Disabled supporters should go the assisted entry gate in the
north west corner of the ground and meet the ground safety team.

Ticket Prices

Frank Nagington Stand

Adults - £11

Concessions™ - £8

Under-16s - £1

*Senior citizens & full-time students

County Travel depart from Edgeley Park at
12noon, priced £12 for adults and £10 for juniors.
Please call the Booking Hotline on 08456 885 799.

Photo: James Baylis
Food & Drink
As mentioned, alcohol & hot food are sold in the away stand. A range of pies, sausage rolls and more is on
offer. There’s a club bar at the ground, behind the home terrace, but it’s fairly small and although away
fans are normally welcome, access is restricted if there’s a decent-sized crowd. There is a bar called the
Dugout Bar at the Whitehouse Hotel right next to the ground, although understandably this can also get
very busy. Otherwise there’s the Cock Hotel and The Swan, both around five minutes walk down the main
road going away from Telford/toward Shrewsbury, and a large number of pubs in central Wellington, near
the train station.

Parking

There’s a car park at the ground, which has 85 spaces available for fans at a first-come, first-served basis
— priced at £2. Parking is also at the Telford College of Arts & Technology (TCAT), which is located on the
opposite side of Heybridge Road next to the ground, for £3. Although there is a car park behind the Sir
Stephen Roberts (Main) Stand, this is for the Whitehouse Hotel.

Edgeley Park Normal Matchday Prices 2011-12

Cheadle End and Popular Side
Adults — £16

16-21 & over-65s — £11

7-16 year olds — £3

Under-7s - free

Main Stand

Adults - £18

16-21 & over-65s — £11
7-16 year olds — £3

Under-7s — free Fixtures subject to change.
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On the Wylde Side

By Rodger Wylde

was stood in the car park outside the

Forest Green players entrance the other

week, having made my debut in any

capacity of my football career in the ‘non-
league’, waiting for our bus driver ‘Nasty

Baz’ to negotiate the bus through the
somewhat randomly parked cars.

As I was stood I contemplated the relevance of the
contradicting motives the chairman of Forest Green
displayed by actually allowing cars in the parking
area in preference to horse drawn carriages and
pony and traps given that everything else about
the club is ‘green’ - even down to the ban on meat
pie sales which were replaced by samosa’s and
strawberries with black pepper! I was just mulling
over the effects of the carbon footprint would

have on the ozone layer as the 4x4’s pumped out
petrol gas from their massive exhaust pipes as they
set off on their way home from the match when

an extremely large shaven headed figure, totally
dressed in black, approached me from the shadows.
In fear of being mugged in these leafy suburbs I
quickly pulled out the pockets of my track-suit to
prove that I did not have a bean (money) on me!

This still did not deter
pace of the giant as he
continued his direction
towards me! Oh dear,
I thought, he is maybe
just an old fashioned
skin head who wants
to seek retribution
against any random
ageing ‘mod’ for some
past ‘hiding’” he might
have been on the end
of. Just as I was about
to put to good use the
years of training I have
indulged in by ‘exiting stage left,” a familiar scouse
voice stopped me in my tracks, ‘Rodger Wylde, how
the devil are you?’ The floodlights behind the large
man in the darkness had prevented me from seeing
his face, but the voice was unmistakable. ‘Brabs,’ I
exclaimed relieved at not now facing the prospect of
having to repel a would be attacker by hitting him
on his knuckles with my chin, ‘what are you doing
in these parts?’ It transpired that Gary Brabin, an ex-
County player who I had known since he was sixteen
had been commentating on our game which had been
aired by SKY. Brabs looked very different from the last
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time I saw him, he had shaved all his hair off and he
had lost the spotty complexion that was present as a
young lad.

Brabs said, ‘how long have you been here now Rodge?’
‘This is my 24th year,’ I replied. “Wow,” he exclaimed,
‘you could write a book.” T have, and you're in it!" I
said. I then narrated to him the story of how Danny
Bergara had made Bish stand outside his office door
the day Danny gave Brabs a free transfer just in

case he (Brabs) kicked off,” as Danny told Bish. This
after Dave Jones and John
Sainty made a hasty exit at
the prospect of a ‘nuclear
explosion’ when Brabs heard
the news of his free transfer.
At the news all Brabs did
was to punch a hole in

The Gaffer’s office door

and vow, ‘you will buy me
back one day for a hundred
thousand pounds.” County
didn’t in fact buy him back
but Doncaster Rovers paid
that very amount for him.

Brabs did, however, on his return to Edgeley Park
playing for Blackpool, manage to break the nose of our
poor Alun Armstrong in a collision just in front of the
County dugout. I am sure to this day that Brabs meant
the incident to signify it was either Danny’s, Dave’s

or Saints nose he would like to have broken and poor
Alun’s for giving him a free transfer from County!
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Match Officials

Referee: Robert Merchant
Assistants: Matthew Pope,
James Mainwaring
4th Official: Darren Handley

Match Sponsor

Match Ball Sponsor

‘ olourtane

Ball Boys

COMMUNITY PARTNER

ACCN UNIVERSITY
of DERBY

BUXTON

COMMUNITY PARTNER

VERN@N

BUILBING SOCIETY
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Squad Check

County v Luton

Stockport County Luton Town
1 MATT GLENNON (1283) B 01 MARKTYLER
2 MARK LYNCH (1280) m 02 DAN GLEESON
3 EUAN HOLDEN (1306) m 3 FREDDIE MURRAY
4 JONROUTLEDGE (1309) m A
05 DEAN BECKWITH
5 DANIEL O'DONNELL (1295) m 06 GEORGE PILKINGTON
6 DANNY HALL (1305) B 07 ALEX LAWLESS
7 SEAN MCCONVILLE (1315) m 98 AMARIMORGAN-SMITH (1243)
R R g 9 MATTHEW BARNES HOMER
10 DANNY CROW
9 MARTINGRITTON (1304) M 7 ROBBEWILLMOTT
10 JOHN MILES (1308) B 12 SHANEBLACKET]
11 RYAN FRAUGHAN (1303) B 14 AARON O'CONNOR
12 IAN ORMSON m D JE/[\)KESHOWMS
16 ED ASAFU-ADJAYE
13 CAMERON DARKWAH (1287) B~
14 SAM SHERIDAN (1310) B 18 CURTIS OSANO
15 MATTY MAINWARING (1249) B 19 JAMES DANCE
16 RYAN MCCANN (1307) B 21 CHARLIE HENRY
17 ANDY HALLS (1260) . - LcEY
25 GODFREY POKU
18 DANNY ROWE (1261) .
19 NICK CHADWICK (1302) B )3 ADAM WATKINS
20 TOM ELLIOTT (1311) B 29 DANWALKER
21 NABIL BRAHIM-BOUNAB (1301) m 30 KEV‘NSP'EK(')NUON
— 31 [EWISK
22 CARLPIERGIANNI(1312) M ——— "o
24 ELLIOTT CHAMBERLAIN (1313) B

33 RYAN DASILVSA
36 CHRISTIAN TAVERNIER

The numbers in brackets are the player’s unique Stockport County Appearance Number, showing
his position in the list of players to make their debut for the club in a senior competitive garme

News ‘Archive’ on Stockportcounty.com
To read Historical Match day Programmes from previous encounters between
Stockport County and this seasons opponents visit www.stockportcounty.com
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