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Hﬁerisn?:tident-packed first half

ave way to @ lame second as

I Town surrendered after finding

themselves 2-0 down.

The excellent Jamie Vardy was

|, constant menace and his con-

troversial opener was doubled
py Jamie Milligan’s gecond half
penalty as Fleetwood’s ferocious

" firepower proved too much for

Luton.

Although Janos Kovacs netted

a consolation with virtually the

' Jast touch of the game, it counted

for nothing as Town dropped out

of the play-offs and fell to seventh
in the table.

Morgan-Smith said: “I thought

we did well in the first half.

“I just thought it was unlucky

" toconcede that goal and I think it
changed the game.

. “They got the goal and all they
wanted to do was waste time and
they did all the nasty stuff that

} teams do when they come to this

- ground and did it well.

f “‘It’s unprofessional but you are
going to get teams in this league

that do that.

"‘You’ve got to take it on the
chin and overcome that and hope-
fully we can take that into the
‘ext couple of games.”

It was Morgan-Smith who

- seemed to be fouled in the build

[ up to Fleetwood’s controversial

- Obener, with him saying: “It was

ablatant foul but I can’t comment
too much on the referee, everyone
lows how the referee did.

3 It was a nasty challenge and
€ were just looking for a bit of

Protection from him.

3 01131':'5 you can’t always complain

i referees, you've just got to
eabove it really.

own

need protection
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“It was a nice, fast, quick tempo
game and that’s what we were ex-
pecting from the word go.

“We’ve just got to overcome
those things and not worry about
the ref, or worry about teams and
just worry about ourselves.”

Town made seven changes to
the side that had eased to a 5-1
win against Hendon in the FA
Cup the week before.

The game started at a frantic
pace and the visitors almost took
the lead after just 40 seconds, Var-
dy playing in Sean Clancy who
could only fire wastefully wide.

Town's strikers were bright
from the off, twice going close in-
side the opening five minutes.

Stuart Fleetwood’s cross to the
back post was played across goal
by Aaron O’Connor but Morgan-
Smith’s header ran wide and a
flowing break then saw Morgan-
Smith beautifully backheel into
the path of O’Connor but Scott
Davies saved well at his feet.

The lively O’Connor t_hreat-
ened again on seven minutes
and could easily have gone down
under an outstretched leg as op-

ponents Fleetwood ipvoked the
home crowd’s ire ‘qy time wasting
at every opportunity.

Former Halifax striker Vardy
and Richard Brodie looked dan-
gerous throughout and, after
Vardy had drawn a rash chal-
lenge from George Pilkington on
the edge of the box, Milligan’s
free-kick flashed just wide of the
right-hand upright.

The visitors snatched the lead
in controversial fashion on 11
minutes when Morgan-Smith was
on the end of a crude challenge
close to the halfway line.

Referee A Davies waved play
on as the Cod Army broke at pace
‘with Clancy playing in Vardy who
expertly lifted the ball past Mark
Tyler and into the net.

The official was struggling in
an ill-tempered clash as it became
increasingly stop-start.

An Alex Lawless ball out of
defence ran kindly for Robbie
Willmott but he failed to con-
nect properly with his opportun-
istic effort, while O’Connor was
crowded out.

Controversy reined on 43 min-
utes when Fleetwood left his foot
in on Shaun Beeley who reacted
angrily, but after consulting with
his linesman, the referee showed
just a yellow card to both players.

Pilkington and Brodie tangled

on the stroke of half time as the

v151tor§ were awarded a free-kick

and Pilkington fortunately es-

caped a second booking but did

have to leave the pitch until half

time for treatment to a facial in-

jury.

_ Milligan’s set pieces were caus-
ing problems and, with Luton
down to 10 men, substitute Ga-
reth Seddon escaped his marker
but his effort ran inches wide of
the bottom right-hand corner.

_ Town should have levelled deep
into stoppage time as Morgan-
Smith and Fleetwood combined
in the box, but the latter’s curler
flashed just wide.

Both sets of players appeared to
clash in the tunnel on their way
off as it moved irregularly and a
fracas developed inside.

O’Connor had a shot deflected
wide in the opening moments of
the second half before Ryan Jack-
son survived a strong appeal for
handball in the box.

Morgan-Smith failed to connect
properly with a good chance be-
fore O’Connor burst into the box
and saw his mishit effort smack
the underside of the bar and come
out on the hour.

Town were turning the screw
and Fleetwood saw a long range
drive grasped by the Kkeeper,
while Brodie’s great run and shot
drifted inches over Tyler’s bar.

Fleetwood sealed victory with
their second though on 67 min-
utes from the spot. Morgan-Smith.
tangled with Jackson on the edge
of the box and- Milligan made no
mistake, ramming the ball home
unceremoniously to Tyler’s left.

With the Cod Army defending
resolutely, Town struggled to
make any impact despite intro-
ducing John Paul Kissock and
Adam Watkins.

Kissock saw a powerful shot
immediately headed behind by
Fleetwood skipper Steve Mc-
Nulty, but in truth Luton looked
largely clueless and ineffective as
the game limped into the last 10
minutes.

The quiet Jake Howells had a
great effort beaten away by Dav-
ies in stoppage time and, with al-
most the last action the game, Ko-
vacs rose highest to power home
Howells’ cross, but it counted
for nothing as the final whistle

sounded seconds later.




