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freaky goals hold

5 nt 33 draw against play-off
f?ug‘ s‘outhport at a windswept
rive bAvenue on Saturday.
Halgmassive gust of wind helped
ne Sandgmunders take a bizarre
]tead and some haphazard defend-
- Jed to their second. :
mi purple patch either side of
aIf time Saw the Hatters roar
into 3.9 ]ead as Danny Crow and
Adam Watkins struck to level the
scores before the break and Aar-
on 0’Connor then seized on a de-
fensive lapse to pufc Town ahead.
Luton were subjected to a sec-
ond half pattering as the wind
made conditions a lottery and
the home side equalised through
| Kevin Pilkington’s unfortunate
. own goal. >
The keeper said:.“It was very
| difficult. All credit to the lads,
| we've dug in, we've battled and
we've come away with a good re-
- sult.

“Coming from 2-0 down in those
conditions and to lead at 3-2, we
are disappointed to come away
with a point, but it’s a good point
at the end of the day.

“It's just the manner of the
goals. Some days there’s not a lot
you can do. Freakish, two of the
them. It’s disappointing.

“The first one the guy’s hit it
and it looks like it’s going in the
top left-hand corner. I dived for it
and its ended up in the middle of
the goal. The wind’s just affected
it massively.

"‘A few of the lads have asked
did it get deflected? But the wind’s
just taken it in the other direc-
tion and it makes you look silly.
- There’s just nothing you can do.

“Maybe with the second one we
could have done a little bit better
 defensively. And with the third
- one it’s just a freak. I thought it
- Was harsh to give a free-kick in
thg first place.

It's a great strike, I've turned
round to see where the ball’s gone
and its come flying across and hit
the back of my foot and gone in,

- S01t’s unfortunate.
§ It's the first ever goal I've

Cored. Again it’s one of them
Ings and wasn't going for us.

. Allcredit to the lads, we've dug
M and come awav with a point.”

The wind dictated the whole
game and, with it at their backs
in the first half, Jake Howells
thudded wide from a clever short
corner routine, only for the Sand-
grounders to take the lead with a
freak goal against the run of play
on nine minutes.

Luton were unable to clear their
lines and Tony Gray’s fierce long-
range strike swirled massively
in the wind as Kevin Pilkington
dived past the ball on its way into
the net.

Things got even worse as South-
port made it two on 32 minutes.

Janos Kovacs lost out to the
hosts new loan signing Vinny
Mukendi, who then outmuscled
George Pilkington, before confi-
dently curling past the exposed
Kevin Pilkington.

Luton gave themselves a life-
line as they pulled one back six
minutes before the break.

More good work from the influ-
ential Howells saw him tease the
ball to the far post and Greg Tay-
Jor headed back across for Crow
to force home at the far post.

Ex-Sandgrounders star John
Paul Kissock, handed arare start,
drove tamely at Tony McMillan
before the break and Chris Lever
was stretchered off after being
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Town equalised with a fantas-
tic goal deep into stoppage time
when Howells’ dummy was neatly
touched on by Crow and Watkins
sweetly drove home his fifth goal
of the season.

Luton ended the half the strong-
er and almost took the lead in the
seventh added minute when How-
ells’ freekick from the halfway
line caught in the wind but Mc-
Millan acrobatically turned the
ball over the bar.

Playing into the wind it took
the Hatters just two minutes to
take the lead as Southport skip-
per Simon Grand undercooked his
backpass and O’Connor rounded
McMillan to slide home.

A deflected Mukendi effort Karl
Ledsham’s dangerous drive were
snaffled by Kevin Pilkington, be-
fore Grand’s measured effort ran
inches wide. .

Shaun Whalley was proving a
constant menace as a number of
Southport corners flashed across
goal, while O’Connor blasted wide
from a rare foray forward.

But Southport levelled in in-
credibly fortuitous circumstanc-
es on 59 minutes.

Taylor was penalised for the
softest of fouls on the edge of the
box and Gray’s free-kick thumped
off the right-hand post and back

across goal before deflecting in S
off Kevin Pilkington’s heels. b

Amari Morgan-Smith replaced L
Kissock. on 63 minutes and the )
former Southport man was clearly
unhappy as he and manager Gary |
Brabin clashed on the bench.

A Howells thump seemed to hit
a Southport arm in the box with
Crow firing wide from the follow-
up before Crow could only chip a
good chance tamely at McMillan.

Another deflected Howells ef-
fort looped just wide on 76 min-
utes, while Kovacs almost turned
a dangerous Whalley cross into
his own net. From the resulting
corner, Grand and substitute
James Ellison somehow com-
bined to head wide from just a
couple of yards out.

Kevin Pilkington then Kkept
Town in the game as he did bril-
liantly to turn Whalley’s fire-
cracker over with seven minutes
left, but the modest keeper said:

“] think from the stands it looks a
1ot better save than what it was.

“It was quite comfortable and
was a save I should be making.”

Gray whistled over in the 90th-
minute, but Luton should have
won it in stoppage time when
substitute Morgan-Smith slipped
Crow through but, one-on-one

caught by O’Connor.

with the keeper, McMillan saved.



