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Good afternoon and welcome to Kenilworth
Road for what promises to be a special
occasion.

We entertain a Wolves side who were in the Premier
League last season, in the third round of the FA Cup.
It's one of the world's most famous competitions and
it pits two clubs with a great tradition in the FA Cup
against each other.

It is disappointing to come into a tie of much
magnitude on the back of a frustrating defeat at
Woking. We had spoken about going on a winning
run in the league so to start the year with a defeat was
extremely galling, especially in the way in which we
gifted Woking two late goals.

In the Blue Square Bet Premier, we seem to take two
steps back every time we take on step forward and it's
that consistency which we need to improve on in an
important second half of the season.

Earned the right

Today, however, attention turns towards the FA
Cup. We have earned the right to face a Wolves team
blessed with talent having done extremely well to come
through and win ties against Cambridge, Nuneaton
and Dorchester.

We realise that Wolves are three divisions above
us. We know that we face a very strong test and that
they need to have an off day for us to win today. But
this is the FA Cup and shocks do happen. We will be
doing our utmost to ensure that you go home happy
this evening with a performance to be proud of; win,
lose or draw.

We know that we must not make the same mistakes
as we did against Woking. We need to ensure that
doesn't happen today because we know we will be
punished for making even the slightest error.

We need to be water-tight and work hard but our
biggest weapon in our armoury today is you — our
supporters. Your backing of this club is remarkable

and today it can play a huge part. There will be times
when we will be on the back foot but we need you
with us. We need you to roar us along when we are
attacking and to act as a barrier for the opposition
when we have our own backs to the wall.

Underdogs

It'll be the first time in a long, long while — and
certainly the first time since | have been here - that we
are underdogs to win a game of football. Today we will
play without pressure. The players can relax in knowing
nothing will be won or lost today. | will tell those 11
players who cross that white line to go and express
themselves.

Nobody will expect us to win today but we have our
own standards. We slipped below those standards at
Woking and it's up to us to go out there this afternoon
and give you a performance. It might not make up for
that defeat on New Year's Day but we will give it our
best shot.

Great cup tradition

This club has a great cup tradition and myself and
the players will be going out to continue that. And, as
| have said, with your help we might have a chance of
pulling off something special.

Your support has never dwindled in the face of
adversity and today is your chance to show the football
world that this club is still alive and kicking.

We took almost 1,000 supporters to a non-league
match on New Year's Day and that is truly incredible. A
huge thanks to each and every one of you who made
the trip.

I hope we can reward your loyalty with something to
really shout about this afternoon.

Get behind us and enjoy the game.

ah

Paul Buekle is sponsored by:

g ;“ﬁw
Luton Town Supporters’ Club and Country Properties (Hitchin) 01462 452951



FROM THE

BOARDROOM

Good afternoon, a very
happy New Year to
you and welcome to
Kenilworth Road for this
intriguing cup tie.

I have always believed the
third round of the FA Cup
is one of the season’s very
special days when 64 clubs,
spanning the divisions, are
randomly thrown together
in the world'’s oldest knock-out competition. | appreciate
it has lost its glamour for a few clubs at the higher end,
but to most of us in the real world it is still a thrilling event
when it gets to this stage and beyond.

Compelling tie

As far as we are concerned, it's thrown up a
compelling tie against Wolverhampton Wanderers, a club
with a mighty history and proud tradition.

When | first became interested in football, in 1958,
Wolves were the most successful club in the land. They
won the First Division title that year and the next season,
before winning the FA Cup in 1960. Their captain was
Billy Wright, a man with whom | was to become very
closely involved in later life, but, in my early years as a
football fan, he was simply a distant hero. Captain of

.. Your support will be vital this
afternoon - and beyond

WITH CHAIRMAN NICK OWEN

England, the first man ever to represent his country 100
times and, amazingly, never once booked or sent off.

Football didn't attract the same show business
celebrity at the time as it does today, but Billy leapt onto
the front pages when he married a top pop star of the
day, Joy Beverley of the Beverley Sisters. They were the
Posh and Becks of the 50s!

Billy played in a Showbiz XI charity match in my
hometown of Berkhamsted in 1959 and | managed to get
his autograph. Little did | know then that he would give
me my first job in television nearly 20 years later when
he'd become Head of Sport for ATV in the Midlands.

| worked alongside Billy for many years in television
sport and | loved hearing all his anecdotes about football
at the very highest level in the 50s and before. As you
can imagine, | particularly enjoyed it when he talked
about Luton players he'd known and played against.

He particularly rated Gordon Turner, Billy Bingham, Syd
Owen, Bob Morton and Ron Baynham, all of whom were
playing in the first match | ever saw.

Having worked in the Midlands for many years, either
side of stints in London, | have been lucky enough to have
made many friends amongst players, staff and supporters
of Wolves, so | am delighted to be welcoming the club
here today. Plus it'll be good to have Kevin Foley and David
Edwards (injury permitting) back here at Kenilworth Road.

But that's whore the effusive reception ends. | know
there aro thioo divisions between us, but our players
will bo giving it overything today to show just how
good thoy can bo - worthy of playing at least a division
highor than thoy are at the moment.

Our loaguo rosults lately have been mixed to say the
least, infuriating ovon, particularly against Woking on
Tuosday. Il you wore there, you will know how much
of tho game wo controllod, how we should have gone
ahoad boloro thoy took tho match away from us, and
how individual mintakons again cost us the points. We
could woll hive won the match, but we didn't, and it is
50 frustiating

Mistakes

Thora'n boon no ond of individual mistakes this
soanon, onpocially in defonco, although not entirely,
which have cost us dear But it doosn't alter the fact
wo have an oxcollont sguad of playors and one that is
improving. They all know whon they have messed up,
thoy haldl up thetr hands, but they are all together as
atoam and thay IKNOW they aro good enough to win
the title, Foan't think of a ime this season when we've
boon playod off the park - we just seom to fall foul of
somo hatrendous oo and got punished for them.

The socond hall of the season starts hore, or more
apocifically on Tuesday agalinet Barrow - lot's watch
them go and give them our full support as over, The
players want what wo all want - promotion and a return
to the Faotball Lesgue

Enjoy this special game taday and [ urge you to
utay positive and suppartive for the rest of the season,
Your renowned, passionate vooal baoking means an
NGEMOUR amount o the players and this place roally
rackes at Himoen

Let's make it raok again today = there's nowhere in
the waorld ' rathar b than Kenilworth Road when the
Town ate soorng and the stadivm s jumping!

By tor now

Ol siter wwwilutentewn.eouk | facebookcom/lutontown | @L
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RONNIE

We had hoped to get the New Year off to a
great start but it wasn’t to be after Tuesday’s
defeat at Woking

The dresuing room was a low place to be and
ovoryono wan roally disappointed that we could not
turn our dominanco and chances into a victory. At
11 wo had noveral good opportunities to take the
load, including a lon Shaw header that somehow
tho goalkeopor turmod onto the woodwork.

But, an wo all know, it's goal that win games and
ultimately wo wore punishod for making mistakes
and wa loft ompty handod, Nino times out of 10 1
think wo would have won that game but we must
move an now and loarn from what wont wrong at
Walking

Thin afternoon we face an ontirely different
proposition as wo woeloomoe Wolves 1o Kenilworth
Road, There hius boan o lol of oxcitoment in the
camp i the biule up Lo this game bocause we
roully fanoy our chanoes

Thera s no getting away fiom the fact Wolves
are a olass act Thy ware only in the Promior League
lnst noanon and have o squad, jam:packod with quality
playors, Many of them have playod al the top level and
rapranantod their oountry

'8 galng to be a tall arder but what a game it
profmises o bie Kenlworth Road s going to be
abuolutely rooking, There won't be a spare seat in the
hause and | hope you can get behind us liko | know
you omn, b saled i my st aver notes this summor that
| romsmber boing st the Wiesham Play-O1f match
at the snd of last season and reosll how electric the
atmonphisre was that pight e sure that helpod the
lacl play the way they did that night, so here's to more
ol the saime today

The FA Cups bn e most Tamous oup o ampehtion in
e warld, giving olubm lower down the leagues the
O partunity tooget one aver on some of the big olubs
Thin atteinonn we have thst ohanos, | would say that
bty I sspeeting us oo win but 1'd be wiong, As
playsrs, we e srpsol o owin 10 we didn't then what
WO Be the otk There Is 0o pressure on us 1o win
Ihesugh, sl af that will bie fiemly on Walves, But, as |

Bl w fonl an thoagh we osn win today, Our home

Fanmie s spansared by Mark Francome and Key Holder Lettings & Management

form in recent months has been good. We've won our
last four games here and, despite the New Year's Day
defeat, we come into the game in decent form.

We began the season struggling to find our feet at
Kenilworth Road but now we're focused on making
our home a fortress and the results are beginning to
show. A victory this afternoon would go a long way to
increase our confidence even further.

Today, though, we will make sure we stay in the
game. We've had a penchant for gifting teams the lead
this season so it's imperative that we don't do that
against Wolves. This is the FA Cup and anything can
happen and what | can assure you is that every single
player who is involved today — plus the management
slaff — will be giving their all to ensure we're in the hat
for tomorrow's fourth draw.

A win today might not make up for New Year's
Day's disappointment but it would give us a huge
springboard to go on and succeed in the league, which
it of course our number one priority.

Ploase keep up your fantastic support and a big
thanks on behalf of all the lads for your backing at

Woking.




SMITH SEALS PERMANENT SWITCH

The Hatters were delighted to announce the permanent
signing of York City's Jonathan Smith for a fee of £50,000
on New Year's Day.

The 25-year-old arrives back at Kenilworth Road after
a successful loan spell, and has put pen to paper on a
contract that ends in the summer of 2014.

The midfielder, who scored on his last appearance
on loan for the Town against Alfreton on 8th December,
became the second player to agree terms with the club in
the last fortnight following news that winger Scott Neilson
signed a contract until the end of this season after his
release from Crawley.

Smith made his debut for the Hatters at Hereford on
6th November and made a total of six appearances under
Paul Buckle before he was recalled by York from his loan
spell.

A delighted Buckle told Talk of the Town: “It goes
without saying that myself, the coaching staff and players,
are thrilled to have Jonathan with us permanently.

“In the time he was with us he was fantastic, and it was
a shame when he had to return to York because he was
really beginning to hit form - as was shown in his last
game in which he netted against Alfreton.

“He's a winner, and they are hard to find — especially
one who won the League 2 title like he did last season.
That kind of experience is invaluable. The same goes
for Scott Neilson — he won promotion with Crawley two
seasons running.

“These signings once again underline our intent of
success, as well as the draw of Luton Town to players.

“These are exciting times and | can't wait to see both
Jonathan and Scott in action in 2013."

Jonathan will continue to wear squad number 24, whilst
Scott will sport number 20.

EBBSFLEET TICKET ARRANGEMENTS

The club have issued the following information for
season ticket and matchday ticket holders following the
late postponement of the match with Ebbsfleet United on
29th December.

Season Ticket Holders are required to dispose of
voucher 12, This will have been the voucher those
supporters handed in had they entered the ground. We will
use special match voucher A to allow entry into the ground
at a future match to be decided later in the season.

Match day Ticket Holders that had not entered the
ground can use their existing ticket for any rearranged
fixture. Your allocated seat will not be resold. Tickets are
refundable up to 24 hours prior to any rearranged game.
Therefore if you find you are unable to attend a rearranged
fixture a full refund or exchange to a future game will be
given on the return of your ticket. This can be returned
either in person or via post to Luton Town Ticket Office,
Kenilworth Road, Luton, Beds LU1 1DH.

Those match day ticket holders who had already
entered the ground will be able to use the original stub to

enter at the turnstiles for any rearranged fixture. Your
seat will not be resold. Again, If you are unable to
attend the rearranged fixture tickets will be refundable
on the presentation of this stub at the ticket office. This
can again be handed in by person or sent by post.

Any ticket that had not been collected from the
collection point is still available and will remain so until
the rearranged date.

Refunds can only be given back in the form of the
original purchase i.e. card refund for card payment.

IF IT’S A DRAW

Should the score end level this afternoon it's a trip
to the Molineux for the Town on Tuesday 15th January.
Ticket details for this potential replay will be released
online and in future programmes if necessary.

NEW DATE FOR HYDE & TELFORD

The Town's hectic New Year schedule has got busier
with the Blue Square Bet Premier fixtures with Hyde
and AFC Telford rearranged.

The game at home to Hyde has been rearranged
for Tuesday 29th January (kick-off 7.45pm). The two
sides were due to meet on 12th January but the game
was postponed due to the Hatters' involvement in the
FA Trophy. It means six of the Town's nine fixtures in
January will take place at Kenilworth Road, including
today's cup tie. Meanwhile, our trip to AFC Telford
- rained off before Christmas — will take place on
Tuesday 15th January (kick-off 7.45pm).

Luton Town Football Club prides itself on the passion,
commitment and loyalty of our supporters. You support the Club
in fantastic numbers both home and away and we will always be

grateful for that fantastic support. The Club is working hard to
introduce a new generation of supporters to watching matches
here al Kenilworth Road by encouraging local schools and

football clubs to bring groups to our home matches.

For this long-term scheme to be successful we then rely on
these young fans asking their parents to bring them back to
another match and to do that we need to ensure that Kenilworth
Road is a safe and enjoyable environment for them to come
to.Therefore the Club seeks the support of our existing fans in

Official site: www.lutontown.co.uk | facebookcom/lutontown | @LTFC Official #COYH

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FAITH!

Happy seventh
birthday to Faith
Brown who is at
Kenilworth Road
with dad Isaac.

Isaac writes:
“Wishing you a
happy seventh
birthday, | hope you
enjoyed London Zoo,
Jamie Oliver's & Les
Miserable yesterday
but now the real treat is here - watching the mighty
Hatters in the FA Cup! Hope you enjoy, love you so, so
much, Daddy xxx."

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TRACY!

We'd also like to
wish a very happy
32nd birthday
to ardent Town
supporter Tracy
Finlan.

Tracy's favourite
player is goalkeeper
Mark Tyler and she
has been following
’ i the fortunes of the
Hatters for over 12 years, rarely missing a home game.
Happy birthday Tracy!

AT AL N0 NS

doing just that, and one way you can really make a difference
and to help us create the next generation of Luton Town fans is
to please mind your language.

Foul and abusive language is unacceptable —~ as is
discriminatory language or actions of any kind. To help us
eradicate such language and behaviour from our stadium,
please report any instances directly to a steward or member
of staff.

We want you all to be loud and proud and we also want
our younger fans and their parents to want to come bac
to future games and not be put off by such bad language.

COYH!
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LUTON TOWN v BARROW

-
A re u a I n S BLUE SQUARE BET PREMIER o
TUESDAY 8TH JANUARY 2013, KICK-OFF 7.45PM

Tickets are now on sale at normal matchday prices.

through the “OZZIE? §; LUTON TOWN v SKELMERSDALE UNITED

SATURDAY 12TH JANUARY 2013, KICK-OFF 3PM
Admission prices: adults £10, 65-75 & 17-21-year-olds £6, 10-16 & over-75s £4, under-10s £1.

i I d h The David Preece, Kenilworth Upper Upper, Blocks F and G in the Main Stand and Blocks H and J
Try O u r O n I ! n e Ca |Cu ato r a n See OW in the Enclosure will remain closed for this fixture. Supporters are able to purchase tickets in person from
| ' ' . the ticket office or by ringing 01582 416976. Cash turnstiles will also be available on the day of the game.
m U Ch yO U Ca n SaVE‘ W’th th e b U S . As certain areas of the ground remain closed and unreserved seating applies, automatic cup authorisation
: L . . forms will not be actioned for this fixture. Any diamond season ticket holder who has not taken their
VlSl't a rr‘va b uS CO u k/SOUth -east : i free FA Trophy ticket to date can do so by contacting the Ticket Office.

Great value tickets for bus travel in Luton NUNEATON TOWN v LUTON TOWN

BLUE SQUARE BET PREMIER
SATURDAY 19TH JANUARY 2013, KICK-OFF 3PM
Admission prices and selling arrangement for this fixture will be
released when received from Nuneaton.

L]
LUTON TOWN v LINCOLN CITY
BLUE SQUARE BET PREMIER
TUESDAY 22ND JANUARY 2013, KICK-OFF 7.45PM
Tickets are now on sale at normal matchday prices.

.
Weekly
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Luton & Dunstable

(G B £17.00)

40N Tg,

“&" LUTON TOWN v STOCKPORT COUNTY
o BLUE SQUARE BET PREMIER
SATURDAY 26TH JANUARY 2013, KICK-OFF 3PM

Tickets are now on sale at normal matchday prices.

arrivabus.co.uk/south-east v (@ AR R IVA : Buy tickets online at www.eticketing.co.uk/lutontown or call 01582 416976
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COMMERCIAL

BREAK

WITH COMMERCIAL MANAGER DAVID HOSKINS

Happy New Year and good afternoon; welcome
back to Kenilworth Road for our first match of
2013, one that promises to be our biggest match of
the season so far, against Wolves.

From a commercial viewpoint, we have been delighted
with the response to sponsorship and corporate
hospitality for this match. We have the pleasure of
entertaining a match sponsor, matchball sponsor and
three mascots today.

2013 promises to be another exciting year at Kenilworth
Road as the team continue to push for promotion. Off the
pitch we are already busy planning for the end-of-season
awards as well as for events next season.

I hope to explain details of these in future programmes
but, for now, I'd like to thank all of our corporate guests
and sponsors for their support in 2012 and look forward
to a positive and successful 2013.

MATCH SPONSOR

RS ROBINSON HEATING ENGINEERS

R.S Robinson Heating Engineers are a family
run business who have been trading for over 30
years specialising in the plumbing, heating and gas
maintenance service industry for domestic and light
commercial customers. A team of engineers cover the
areas of Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire and Milton Keynes.
R.S Robinson can be contacted on 07850 462932,
Richard and his team would like to wish Luton Town every
success for 2013.

MATCH BALL SPONSOR

GIBBS & DANDY

Gibbs & Dandy is a builders and timber merchant with
over 30 branches each serving professionals in the local
building trade. Founded over 170 years ago, they provide
a broad product range, stocked in depth, supported by
expertise and a personal service that their customers
trust.

Their branches understand their local market and
individual customer needs. They price competitively and

ensure that their service is fast and efficient. They focus
on saving their customers time and money.

Many of their branches have additional specialist ranges
and services including bathroom showrooms, electrical
and glass.

Their Luton branch is situated on Dallow Road and
you can contact them on 01682 798798 and luton@
gibbsanddandy.com.

COMMERCIAL MASCOTS

T We have the pleasure
4 i, of welcoming three

] very lucky mascots to
| h Kenilworth Road this

' e afternoon.
Q ¥ First up is 10-year-old
Ry Adam Fleet. Adam plays

for Olney Town Colts
and his favourite Hatters
player is midfielder Alex
Lawless.

Our next two mascots
are Thomas and Sophia
Toumazou. Thomas is six
and plays for Ramsey
Manor and his favourite
player is striker Stuart
Fleetwood. Sophia is
five and her favourite
player Andre Gray.

All three mascots
will get to meet their
favourite players in the
dressing room before
leading the team out
onto the pitch before
kick-off.

Contact commerecial for mascots, hospitality and sponsorshié on 01582 411622
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SUPPORTING FOOTBALL SINCE 1863

The FA was formed in 1863 in London with the agreement of 13 faws.
This year, The FA celebrates 150 years of organised football.

The FA is the not-for-profit, governing body of football in England.
It invests over £100m each year to grow partlapataon promote dtvers&tg
and regulate the sport for all to enjou.

The FA runs The FA Cups, 24 England teams across men's, women'’s,
youth and disability football, utilising the world-class Wembley Stadium
and St. George's Park.

Football is the nation's favourite game. The FA aims to grow it further in 2013,

Get involved in football, and explore FA150 at TheFA.com and #FA150
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Cup fever hits Kenilworth Road this afternoon
as the Hatters play host to Championship side
Wolves.

After dropping through the relegation trap door from
the Premier League last campaign, Wolves have had an
indifferent start to life in the second tier.

Stale Solbakken was installed to soothe the pain
of relegation and pursue an onslaught back into the
promised land but it has been anything but a cruise for
the Midlands outfit.

Solbakken's men sit 18th in the Championship after a
poor run of results that has seen them pick up just three
league wins in 10 matches.

Despite their form in the league, Wolves have enjoyed
their trips to Kenilworth Road in years gone by as their
success overwhelms the home side's in the previous
meetings.

In the 16 matches between the two sides in
Bedfordshire, Wolves have come out on top seven times,
including three wins in the last five against the Hatters at
Kenilworth Road.

Wolves and Luton have met just twice prior to this
afternoon in FA Cup action; once in 1932 at the third
round stage and in 1960 with both occasions seeing
Wolves side run out comfortable winners.

It may not be an unfamiliar ground to the Wolves
fans, nor will it be to one or two players in.the Wolves

18

dressing room. Kevin Foley rose through the ranks at
Kenilworth Road playing an indispensable role in the
2005 League 1 winning side. The Luton-born, Republic
of Ireland international full-back, went on to make over
150 appearances during a 12-year stint at the club
before making the switch to the Molineux on a three-year
contract.

Foley is not the only former Hatter who jumps out on
the squad listing, however, as Dave Edwards returns to
Kenilworth Road after his departure in 2008. The Welsh
international spent just the one season with the Hatters in
2007 before earning himself a move to the Molineux.

Sylvan Ebanks-Blake will be the one to watch for the
Hatters this afternoon as the former Manchester United
youngster heads into the tie in scintillating form. The
Wolves hitman has notched up nine for the season
already and will provide a real threat for the Town's back-
line to keep an eye on.

He will be the spearhead in an all-out barrage from
Solbakken's Wolves as they look to overturn a recent
rot that has seen three successive defeats after an
impressive 2-1 triumph over promotion hopefuls
Blackpool.

Both sides head into the New Year struggling for
consistency but on the brink of something magical. Will
it be the Town in the hat for the next round or will Wolves
rally into round four?

AN AT-A-GLANCE LOOK AT THE WOLVES SQUAD

Norwegian boss appointed in the summer. Enjoyed
success as a player with Ham Kam and Lillestrom
in his homeland before twice winning league titles
in Denmark with Alborg and Copenhagen. Started
his managerial career back at Ham Kam, winning
promotion to the top division, before going into
mastermind five league titles with Copenhagen.

Highly-rated goalkeeper who has grabbed his
chance following an injury to Wayne Hennessey.
Waited patiently for his opportunity having been with
the club since 2003.

Dutch ‘keeper who signed from Swansea in
June 2011, Experienced stopper who made 200
appearances for the Swans. A Dutch Under-21
international.

Austrian defender who penned a four-year contract
with the club. An Austrian Under-21 international, he
made his name at Austria Vienna.

Wolverhampton-born defender who made the
move from Leicester in 2008. An England Under-21
international who can play at right-back or centre-half.
Hugely experienced centre-half who has been at the
Molienux since signing from Sunderland for £1.2m in
2008.

Scottish international defender who has been a .
mainstay in the Wolves side since signing from Hearts
in January 2009.

Former Caen and Marseille right-back who arrived at
Molineux in 2009.

No stranger to Kenilworth Road, Kevin joined Wolves
in 2007 after making 166 for the Hatters. Gone on
to flourish at the Molienux, helping the club to the
Championship title in 2009.

Versatile Republic of Ireland international who joined
in January 2007. Is capable of playing in defence,
midfield or in attack.

Another former Luton man in the Wolves squad.
Signed for the club in January 2009 after just seven

months at Kenilworth Road and has gone to represent
Wales at international level.

Product of Wolves' academy, he learned his trade
out on loan with Darlington and Walsall before
breaking into the first team squad this season.

Experienced midfielder at the heart of the Wolves
engine room, who signed for his hometown club from
Stoke in 2008. Clocked up his 250th appearance for
the club on Boxing Day.

Exciting French winger who has made an immediate
impact this season after signing from St Etienne
during the summer.

French-born Mali international midfielder who signed
from Rennes after impressing on loan.

England Under-21 international who signed from
Tottenham in January 2011 after catching the eye
whilst on loan from White Hart Lane.

Pacey winger who arrived at Molineux in the summer
from Rennes but a calf injury has curbed his progress
this term.

Often the heartbeat of the Wolves side, the
midfielder has been hit with injuries this term. His goals
and never-say-side attitude have made him a fans’
favourite.

Prolific striker who signed from Plymouth in January
2008. Fired the goals that won Wolves promotion
to the Premier League and already has 10 goals this
season.

Republic of Ireland international frontman who made
his name with Reading, who he scored 55 goals for in
four years. Excelled since arriving at the Molineux and
signed a contract extension this summer.

Former Chelsea and West Ham youngster who
signed this summer. Represented England at Under-17
and 19 level and learned his trade with loan spells at
several clubs.

Iceland international striker who signed from
Lillestrom on a four year this summer.

To find out more about Wolverhampton Wanderers visit: www.wolves.co.uk i 1 9



The Town had successfully survived the 1955/56
season which was their first in Division One (now the
Premier League) and along the way had beaten Wolves,
then one of the powers in the land, 5-1 at home and 2-1
at Molineux.

The close season had not seen any major signings
due to the Board's insistence that the team would be
‘homegrown' as far as possible. It was pointed out,
however, that if this policy did not work, then money
would be made available.

Ron Baynham and George Cummins were carrying
injuries and were unable to take their places as the
Hatters opened season 1956/57 at home to Sunderland.
A sun-soaked crowd of 23,049 gathered to see an
emphatic 6-2 win, with homegrown Gordon Turner
leading the way with four goals in a display which
dispelled any misgivings the supporters may have had
with the ‘no buy - no sell’ policy.

The following Wednesday, Wolves were the visitors to
Kenilworth Road and in a highly charged atmosphere,
generated by a crowd of 26,715, the visitors, who had
won their first game of the campaign 5-1, were seen off
by a single goal from local boy Bob Morton.

By the time of the return with Wolves a week later, the
Town had won their third game in a row — at Charlton
— and were now heading the table. The majority of the
46,781 crowd were therefore out to see the toppling of

Wolves: Williams, Stuart, Harris, Slater, Wright, :
Flowers, Hooper, Broadbent, Murray, Booth, Mullen.

Luton: Streten, Dunne, Aherne, Pemberton, Kelly,
Shanks, Cullen, Turner, Morton, Pearce, Adam.
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CLUB HISTORIAN ROGER WASH RECOUNTS A CLASSIC
ENCOUNTER BETWEEN THE HATTERS AND WOLVES

Bernard Streten gathers the ball.

the league leaders and the outfit who had beaten their
team three times running.

The Hatters were without captain Syd Owen and John
Groves. Terry Kelly and Reg Pearce took their places but
this did not appear to affect the team as Mike Cullen and
Turner put the Town two up in the first 10 minutes.

Jimmy Murray reduced the deficit five minutes later and
then Bill Slater, from the penalty spot, levelled the score.
Peter Broadbent made the score 3-2 to Wolves in the
25th minute only for Turner to latch on to another Cullen
pass to equalise five minutes later.

Wolves then scored twice to give the half-time scoreline
an unrealistic look, but mid-way through the second
period, Turner notched his hat-trick goal to set up a
pulsating last few minutes as the Town desperately fought
for the equaliser which did not come due to some fine
saves by England goalkeeper Bert Williams.

The national press went on about the game for weeks
with Desmond Hackett of the ‘Daily Express’ being moved
to say that it was the best game he had ever seen and
commented that it was a tragedy that either side had to
lose and that the match had not been filmed.

o Rl -
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TALK OF THE TOWN GETS THE INSIDE
WORD FROM THE VISITORS’ CAMP

Andrew Cheeseman

7 46 today!

Since 1973. | fell in love with the kit colour as a Kent
schoolboy aged six.

Happier! We have always been a financially sound
club with clear budgets, but now we have much more
realistic board aspirations. Most fans knew we hadn’t
spent anywhere near enough to deserve to stay up and
Steve Morgan gambled and lost. No-one at Wolves
wants to go up and be constantly fighting relegation
- we'd rather take our time in the Championship and
build from new foundations.
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Fans were delighted to get a fresh face that wasn't
just one of the regularly touted names. The guy
seems intelligent and dedicated but the jury is out on
his tactics at this level and his man-management is
definitely being tested.

\§

The crowd appear split about the treatment of Mick
but I'd say those who say that we should have stuck by
him are really just venting current frustrations around
our lack of consistency. Mick had to go as he could take
us no further and was given more than long enough to
prove himself. We will never forget what he did for us -
inheriting only 13 professionals from the Glenn Hoddle
era (shudder!) and getting us promoted within three
seasons. Despite his protestations to the contrary, MM
did stand for ‘Merlin the Magician’ after all.
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You won't find many Wolves fans who saw the need
for expansion - we rarely have a sell-out crowd, and
the Steve Bull stand has only been 60 per cent full at
best this season. The new North Bank (I am a season
ticket holder in the upper tier) is just huge and offers a
cracking view of both the whole pitch and indeed the
city centre and beyond. Would we still be in the Premier
League if we had bought two or three quality players
instead? Who would Mick have bought? Personally, |
doubt we'd have stayed up.
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Kevin has been
my favourite
Wolves player for
many a season.
He's got a superb attitude, great awareness and is
very much appreciated by the fans. He was our Player
of Season a couple of years back and rarely puts
a foot wrong. | hope we re-sign him in the summer.
Edwards has never really galvanised a regular starting
position, with many other players being preferred in
the advance midfield spot. However, he too is popular
and has repeatedly come off the bench to good effect.
Both these players have seen off stiff competition over
the past four seasons and | consider them great buys
for us.

Bakary Sako due to his powerful shot and quality at
set pieces.

E?

Loads of times, and | always enjoy coming here,
though it's been a while since we had a crackerjack
match - a 3-3 in the mid-1990's.

Stevie Bull's A Tatter. We still sing it now as he had
the biggest impact on our club of anyone in living
memory.

Of course it will be tough and doubtless close. We
don’t know your players as well as we used to, and
home advantage could tip it for you - but I'll go
for an optimistic 3-2 to Wolves.

May the best team win!

 Tofind out more about Wolverhampton Wanderers visit wwwawolves.couk
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'CLASSIC

AMPAIGNS

FOOTBALL HISTORIAN LEIGH EDWARDS SELECTS
10 POST-WAR WOLVES ‘CLASSIC CAMPAIGNS’

Stan Cullis guided Wolves to FA Cup final glory in
1948/49. They lost just one of their opening seven
First Division games, including a 5-0 win at Bolton, then
trounced Huddersfield 7-1 and Sheffield United 6-0 as
inconsistent form saw them finish in sixth position. Wolves
defeated Chesterfield 6-0, Sheffield United 3-0, Liverpool
3-1, West Brom 1-0 and Manchester United 1-0 in the FA
Cup before Jesse Pye - later a Luton player — scored twice
as they beat Leicester 3-1 in the final.

Johnny Hancocks, Dennis Wilshaw and Roy Swinbourne
scored 74 goals between them as Wolves won the League
Championship for the first time in 1953/54. Wolves lost
two of their opening three games but stormed to the top
with an 18-match unbeaten run, with Johnny Hancocks
grabbing a hat-trick in an 8-1 demolition of Chelsea. Other
notable wins during that period included 3-2 at Arsenal and
2-1 at Newcastle, with Wolves maintaining their challenge
by beating Blackpool 4-1, Sheffield United 6-1, Newcastle
3-2 and Preston 1-0. They completed the double over local
rivals West Brom and won the title by four points.

Wolves won the League Championship for the second
time under Stan Cullis in 1957/58. They lost their opening
match 1-0 at Everton but then hammered Bolton 6-1 and
Sunderland 5-0. An 18-match unbeaten run catapulted
Wolves to the top of the table, beating Spurs 4-0 and
Birmingham 5-1. Leading marksman Jimmy Murray scored
hat-tricks as Wolves also trounced Birmingham 5-1 at
Molineux, then triumphed 4-1 at Nottingham Forest. They
won 2-0 at Arsenal and 4-0 at Manchester United during
the closing weeks and would've equalled Arsenal’s record
66 points had they not lost 2-1 at Sheffield Wednesday on
the last day.
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Wolves scored 110 goals as they retained the League
Championship in 1958/59. They kicked off with a 5-1
victory over Nottingham Forest and completed the double
over Aston Villa before trouncing Manchester United 4-0.
Wolves competed in the European Cup for the first time
but lost 4-3 on aggregate to Schalke 04. Norman Deeley
and Colin Booth grabbed hat-tricks as they hammered
Portsmouth 7-0. Wolves lost just one of their last 17
matches, beating Leeds United 6-2 and Arsenal 6-1 as well
as slamming five goals past Blackburn, West Brom and the
Hatters. They won the title by six points and Billy Wright
retired that summer.

Stan Cullis plotted further FA Cup final glory in 1959/60.
Wolves beat Nottingham Forest 3-1 in the FA Charity
Shield and were unbeaten in their opening five league
games, winning 6-4 at Manchester City. They defeated
Vorwaerts 3-2 and Red Star 4-1 in the European Cup
before losing to Barcelona. Norman Deeley scored four
times in a 9-0 win over Fulham and Wolves beat title rivals
Burnley 6-1, then netted five goals against West Ham and
Chelsea but finished runners-up. They defeated Newcastle
4-2, Charlton 2-1, the Town 4-1, Leicester 2-1 and Aston
Villa 1-0 in the FA Cup before beating Blackburn 3-0 in
the final.

Bill McGarry guided Wolves to the UEFA Cup final in
1971/72. John Richards replaced Bobby Gould in attack
and formed an exciting partnership with Derek Dougan.
Wolves hammered Arsenal 5-1 and won 3-1 at Manchester
United during a 10-match unbeaten run that lifted them into
the top six. Phil Parkes and John McAlle were ever-present
as Wolves finished ninth, ending Leeds United’s hopes
of the double with a 2-1 win at Molineux. They defeated
Academica 7-1, Den Haag 7-1, Carl Zeiss Jena 4-0,
Juventus 3-2 and Ferencvaros 4-3 in the UEFA Cup to
reach their first European final but lost 3-2 on aggregate
to Spurs.

Wolves were semi-finalists in both the FA Cup and
League Cup in 1972/73. Bill McGarry's side defeated
Orient 2-1, Sheffield Wednesday 3-1, Bristol Rovers
4-0 and Blackpool 1-0 in the League Cup before losing
3-2 to Spurs in the semi-final. Wolves beat Manchester
United 1-0, Bristol City 1-0, Millwall 1-0 and Coventry
2-0 in the FA Cup before losing 1-0 to Leeds United in
the FA Cup semi-final. In the First Division they defeated
Liverpool 2-1 as well as hitting five goals past Stoke and
Manchester City. John Richards was top scorer with
27 goals as Wolves finished fifth in the top-flight and
qualified for the UEFA Cup.

John Bamnwell managed Wolves to League Cup final
success in 1979/80. Former Liverpool and England
captain Emlyn Hughes was signed during the summer,
then Andy Gray arrived from Aston Villa for a record
fee in September. Wolves were early pace-setters after
losing just two of their first 10 First Division games,
hitting three goals past Ipswich, Everton, Manchester
United and Arsenal. They defeated Burnley 3-1, Crystal
Palace 2-1, QPR 1-0, Grimsby 2-0 and Swindon 4-3 in
the League Cup before Andy Gray's goal beat holders
Nottingham Forest 1-0 in the Wembley final. Wolves
finished sixth in the First Division.

Steve Bull scored 34 goals as Wolves won the Fourth
Division title in 1987/88. They had lost in the Play-Off
final the previous season and Nigel Vaughan scored
against his former club as Wolves went top of the table
after a 2-1 win over Newport County in October. Steve
Bull netted hat-tricks as they remained in pole position,
beating Exeter 4-2 and Darlington 5-3. Graham Turner's
side clinched the Fourth Division title with a 2-0 win
over Hartlepool and also won the Sherpa Van Trophy,
beating Bristol City 3-1, Brentford 4-0, Peterborough
4-0, Torquay 1-0 and Notts County 4-1 before defeating
Burnley 2-0 in the Wembley final.

Dave Jones guided Wolves to First Division Play-Off
final success in 2002/03. Notable summer signings
included Paul Ince from Middlesbrough and Denis Irwin
from Manchester United, with Wolves racing to the top
of the table with three straight wins. They revived their
promotion challenge with a 10-match unbeaten run, also
beating Newcastle en route to the FA Cup sixth round.
Wolves slammed four goals past Sheffield Wednesday,
Ipswich and Crystal Palace, then hammered Gillingham
6-0. Kenny Miller was top scorer as Wolves qualified for
the Play-Offs in fifth position, beating Sheffield United
3-0 in the final.

To find out more about Wolverhampton Wanderers visit: www.wolves.co.uk
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* The referee gives his verdi

Boss Paul Buckle could not hide his
disappointment after the Town’s game with
Ebbsfieet was postponed by the referee 20
minutes before kick-off due to a waterlogged
pitch.

Referee Richard Martin deemed the Kenilworth Road
playing surface unplayable but Buckle believed the
game should have gone ahead. “There's a lot of angry
fans and disappointed staff and players,’ said the boss.
“Looking out now the rain is clearing up and there's .
blue skies. We asked the referee to give it more time -
but he wasn't willing to do that.

Search for Hartwell
Dunstable
on Facehook .

Follow us

TOWN P-P EBBSFLEET
|

“We were in at 12 noon training on the pitch and
it was perfect. The referee spoke to myself and Liam
Daish [the Ebbsfleet manager] at 2pm and said he'd
make an inspection at 2.30pm. For me the conditions
did not deteriorate in that time.

“He's dropped the ball bang inside the penalty area
and said the ball didn't bounce but that is normal
for this time of year, you are not going to get perfect
pitches. The forecast said it would clear up — | just can't
understand it. | was speaking with our groundsman and
he said the pitch drains quickly. It looks playable now
and it's hugely frustrating for everyone”




THE WANDERER

TALK OF THE TOWN CAUGHT UP
WITH WOLVES’ KEVIN FOLEY, WHO
TODAY MAKES HIS FIRST RETURN
TO KENILWORTH ROAD

There can’t have been many Town fans who saw
the FA Cup draw live and didn’t immediately think
of former Hatters Kevin Foley and David Edwards
within seconds of the respective balls coming out
of the hat.

Of the pair, the tie takes on added significance for
Luton-born Foley and it is a game that is long overdue
for the defender, who has watched from afar as his own
personal career has taken him in an opposite direction to
Town since he made the switch to the Midlands.

Making a playing return to Kenilworth Road has long
been an ambition for Foley. He has been an infrequent
visitor to catch up with old team-mates whenever the
chance has arisen since he left in 2007, but the 28-year-
old has longed for the chance to run out ‘at home' one
more time since forcing his way into the first-team at the
age of 18.

Bizarrely for someone so keen on a home coming, the
Republic of Ireland international admits he was probably
the last person to actually find out about the game.

“I had actually forgotten that the draw was taking place
so | didn't watch it live)" he explained.

“I had about 10 messages in the space of about 30
seconds and people calling me. My friend asked if I'd
seen the draw. | was oblivious to the whole thing on the
Sunday, | just couldn't believe it.

“If you'd asked me who | wanted, | would have said
Luton, to have them away as well where | started my
career, it is brilliant, | couldn’t have asked for a better draw!’

After just over 150 appearances for the Hatters, Foley
made the switch to Molineux in the first week of the
2007/08 season, signing a three-year contract. Luton
had been relegated from the Championship at the end
of the previous season, along with Leeds and Southend,
while Wolves had finished fifth and lost out in the Play-Off
semi-finals.

Two seasons after promotion to that level, the Hatters
were relegated and it took Foley another two campaigns
at that level with Wolves, before he could celebrate

RETURNS

promotion to the Premier League. Since then, paths have
never crossed in league or cup competitions — until this
afternoon.

A survivor of the last game in the 2007 season, Foley
was on the wrong side of a 3-2 Wolves win back in
March of that year. Nearly six years, later he'll face up to
the Hatters in a gold shirt, no doubt hoping for a similar
outcome. Before he even gets out on the pitch though, he
admits he may find himself wandering down the corridor
when he first arrives as old habits die hard.

“It is going to be very strange going into the away
dressing room, that's for sure. I'll have to make sure |
don't go into the wrong dressinAg room, but it will be nice
to be back.

“Dean Brill is still there and | might know a few of the
younger lads plus, of course, Alan Neilson, who | got on
really well with. He was one of the first people to contact
me about the game.

“He has been doing really well and | really hope they
can do the business this year. I've been saying that
every year recently but he commented that it is very
competitive now and a hard league to get out of, but
he thinks they have got a really good chance. | only
hope that can happen for the club because there are
some great people there.

A return to former glories is high on Foley's wish list
for the club that gave him his break in the game, nine
years after he joined the youth set-up as a nine-year-
old. “It is such a shame really with everything that
happened after | left; administration, transfer embargos
and deduction of points and everything like that. You,
would never have guessed that we had two years in
the Championship six or seven years ago. | think the
first year we finished 10th, we were hovering around
the Play-Offs for a long time then tailed off towards the
end, but that's football.

“You look at the teams that recently have come from
nowhere, look at Southampton they were in League
1, Norwich are flying now but were in the bottom half
the year Luton went down. It takes a few seasons but
if Luton can get back on their feet and win a couple of
promotions then | would be delighted to see them back
near the top of League 1 and one day aiming to get
back into the Championship.

Official site: www.lutontown.co.uk | facebook.com/lutontown | @LTFC Official #COYH

“It's a long way off but | know it's possible because

. I've been a part of that when | was there”

An upturn in fortunes for his present employers, too,
is something he is hoping a new year can bring after a
mixed bag of results in recent weeks. '

“We came out of a bad run of form at the start of.
December that didn't see us win in maybe nine or 10
games, we just couldn't put our finger on it. We had'
some sloppy performances but we also had some
good games where nothing we hit went in.

“It seemed at Bristol City that everything we hit in the
first half went in the goal and we know we just need to
get on a run; get some back-to-back victories. We did

‘that at Birmingham a week later but then couldn't get

it going consistently at Middlesbrough, Blackpool, and
Peterborough after that.

“The aim now is to make sure this match doesn't
go the same way, it's a potential banana skin and
everyone loves an upset. A lot of the players at Wolves
now have come through the leagues so a lot of the
lads would have played at Luton before anyway so |
think we're prepared for it.

“For the lads that haven't, I'll be giving them a heads
up of what to expect. We haven't really spoken about it
much over Christmas but I'm certainly looking
forward to it and it should be a good game.”
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NO NEW YEAR CHEER

The Town were made to rue a number of missed . a shot from Byron Bubb - restored the home side's
chances as they started the New Year with . lead and came minutes after Shaw saw a header come
defeat at Woking. . back off the underside of the crossbar.
Striker Jon Shaw hit the woodwork twice with the - And that moment proved crucial according to the
score at 1-1 - and that proved costly as two goals in Hatters chief. “It was a big moment in the game,’
the final 16 minutes gave the hosts all three points. * Buckle said afterwards. “It was unbelievable that it
In the first half, a fabulous strike from Andre Gray had ' didn’t go in. Woking go up the other end and Mark
levelled for the Hatters after Billy Knott had swept the = knows he should hold it.
Cards in front as early as the third minute. . “99 times out of 100 Mark saves that and it came at
But, after spurning a string of opportunities, the . atime when we had them on the back foot.

FPM Facility Services Ltd are an Accredited NICEIC company
we are proud to provide continued service to
easyJet and Luton Town Fc 2020 LTD

35-37 Hastings Street, Luton, Beds. LU1 5BE
Tel: 01582 484020 Fax: 01582 487614
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Town were punished twice in the final stages to swing
the game in Woking's favour. Knott got his second on
74 minutes before substitute Gavin McCullum set-up
fellow sub Jayden Stockley for a third, four minutes
later.

“Goals change games and mentalities,’ said Town
boss Paul Buckle after he watched his side lose 3-1
at Woking.

Second-half strikes from Knott and Stockley gave
the Cards all three points and Buckle felt the hosts’
second goal came at a vital stage in the match. Knott's
effort - a close range tap-in after Mark Tyler had spilled

. The goal gave Woking momentum and whenever we
. go behind it's always tough because we're such a big

saw the pitch this morning and a mistake was all it took
- to lift Woking.

. games. It's a cliche, but it's true.

“At the time we were all over them and well on top.

scalp for teams.
“We knew today was going to be a fight when we

“Everything was going to plan but goals change

“We've spoken in the dressing room about critical

. times in games. We've got show up at both
. ends but today we were well short of that!




Scott Neilson shields the ball on his Town debut
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POSSESSION WOKING: Howe, Newton, McNerney (sub McCallum 63),

Doyle, Parkinson, Nutter, Ricketts, Betsy, Knott (sub Sinclair 90),
CORNERS FOULS Pires (sub Stockley 68), Bubb. Subs not used: Little, Mike.
TOWN: Tyler, Henry, Howells (sub Rowe-Turner 84), Ainge,
OFFSIDES YELLOW CARDS Kovacs, Mendy (sub Smith 79), Lawless, Neilson, Shaw (sub
: ; ‘ % 3 : 3 Fleetwood 79), Rendell, Gray. Subs not used: Brill, O'Donnell.
o AT e ' - el / . SHOTS ON TARGET RED CARDS :
!i Andre Gray hammers the Hatters level 3 el BT b i i ‘ . m AlIEN AN <o (989 LUton)
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JOHN HARTSON

LUTON IS A

In 1994, a young John Hartson hit the headlines
with a goal against Newcastle, Talk of the Town
wanted to know more about the impact this media
attention had.

TALK OF THE TOWN: AT THAT STAGE WERE YOU
AWARE OF THE INTEREST SURROUNDING YOU
AND THE HEADLINES YOU WOULD CREATE?

John Hartson: Yes | think David Pleat said to me one day
John, go home put a suit on, have a shave, we're going
to meet George Graham', and | previously read in the
papers that Liverpool were looking at me and | went up to
Arsenal with David and we sat in his car with his phone
going non-stop from the press trying to get hold of him.
We walked into the office, | didn't have an agent at the
time and George Graham actually said to me, ‘Alan Smith
has got injured this morning, Kevin Campbell has turned
an ankle - if you sign today you'll be playing out there on
Saturday with the England centre forward lan Wright.
For a young man coming from Luton aged just 19 it was
all over the papers and | made my debut on the Saturday
having quickly signed. We drew 1-1 at Highbury. Duncan
Ferguson got sent off for Everton and Wrighty got our goal
and all of a sudden | was an Arsenal player. From having
pictures of the likes of Paul Merson and Wright all over my
walls growing up, all heroes of mine, | was taking to the
field with them. It was quite surreal and it happened quite
quickly and | had two very happy years at Highbury.

TOTT: HOW DID YOUR LIFE CHANGE AFTER
LUTON? WAS IT QUITE SUBSTANTIAL MAKING
THE STEP UP TO A BIG CLUB LIKE ARSENAL?

| JH: Your profile gets bigger and everything but in terms
\ of my life I've never changed, I'm still the same John at

37 years of age as | was when | was 16. My mates are
still the same, I've played with some wonderful players,
I've played for my country over 50 times and I've hit some
really big heights in my life and I've hit quite a few lows

SPECIAL PLACE

IN THE SECOND OF A TWO-PART EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH
TALK OF THE TOWN, JOHN HARTSON LOOKS BACK ON A CAREER
THAT ALL STARTED AT KENILWORTH ROAD

as well with my cancer but my friends and family have
always been there for me. I'm a Swansea boy through and
through and | went on to have this wonderful career but
it's never gone to my head, I've never been egotistic or
anything like that. I'm proud of my career but I'm still the
same John that | was 20 years ago.

TOTT: WHAT ARE THE THINGS YOU THINK YOU
LEARNT AT LUTON THAT YOU TOOK ON AND
USED IN YOUR CAREER?

JH: I learnt to grow up at Luton. When you leave your
parents and live with the family you have to get yourself
in and out of the football club every day. It's hard work, it
really is difficult because if I'd have stayed at Swansea |
would have probably just hung about the street with my
friends so you're going into a totally new environment. You
have to train everyday, which can be difficult physically
because you're not used to that — all you're used to
is training in the school holidays with the school, so
physically it can be hard. It tests you, the pre-season
training used to kill me. | remember me and Kerry Dixon
used to do pre-season together but he was my age now
when | was 18, 19 and he was still beating me. It was a
great time and | learnt a lot from my days at Luton playing
with those experienced players. It was just a wonderful
time, anyone who has come through the system at
Luton and shared those same experiences as me as an
apprentice - where you're cleaning people's boots and
cleaning the stands and the dressing rooms and you're
idolising the first team players at 16 and 17 - will they
always say nice things about the club and it's something
that is really close to my heart is Luton, and not just as
a football club but as a place. When | came back today
| spent an hour and a half just driving around. Luton has
changed in 20 years. I've gone back to all the other clubs
I've played for but never to Luton so I've been looking
forward to this for a couple of months now because Luton
has been a great place for me.

TOTT: YOU CAME THROUGH THE RANKS AT
LUTON, A CLUB WHICH HAS A REPUTATION
FOR PRODUCING YOUNG FOOTBALLERS,
WHAT MAKES LUTON SO SPECIAL IN THAT
RESPECT?

JH: Luton has time for the youngsters and | think
the club are now in a position where they have to rely
on the youngsters. They don't have millions to go and
spend on players any more. They have to make sure
the academy system has good kids. | don't know what
the relationship is like with Wales now but there was
a great scout called Cyril Beech who sent myself,
Mark Pembridge, Ceri Hughes and more at the time |
was coming through the youth system, to Kenilworth
Road. There must have been eight or nine big names
that Luton has an affinity with Wales. You look at Mark
Aizlewood, and Peter Nicholas - there have been a
lot of good Welsh players come through Luton. Cyril .»
Beech is no longer with us but he used to be the scout
who sent a lot of good young Welsh boys up to Luton
but | think they need to get another scout down to
Wales and I'm available if they want me to do a bit of
scouting for them.

TOTT: DOES IT SADDEN YOU TO SEE WHERE
LUTON ARE NOW IN THE FOOTBALL PYRAMID?
JH: Alittle bit. | have always followed Luton's results
and they came very close a couple of years ago when

they got beat by Wimbledon. | had a good couple
of years at Wimbledon where | worked under Mick
Harford who | looked up to, which was different from
when | used to clean Mick’s boots at Luton! | wanted

To watch this interview in full visit www.player.lutontown.co.uk

to see Luton come back and when they do | think

they will build on that and thrive. It's a very difficult
league to go up from, as there is only one that goes up
automatically. Paul Buckle is doing a very good job at
Luton now and | just hope they can hang around that
top five and put a run together and get to the top. It's
very, very difficult with there being so many games.
Luton has a great history and | think a lot of people
would like to see Luton back in the League soon.

TOTT: WHAT IS THE ONE MOMENT FROM
YOUR TIME AT LUTON YOU WILL ALWAYS
TREASURE?

JH: That has to be my full debut against Brian
Clough's Nottingham Forest. | scored the goal, Kingsley
Black scored their winning goal in injury-time and
obviously my goal against Newcastle which spiralled
me into the spotlight. Working with David Pleat who
gave me my break at 17, plus all the families that looked
after me whilst | was coming back and forth at 17 years
of age coming up in the school holidays. John Moore
is a great football man and a brilliant coach and Luton
through and through. There's too many moments to say
just one and it would probably be outside of football if |
had to say just one - but it was just the welcome | was
given. My parents were always comfortable to see me
go up on the train with some of the guys like Hughes,
Pembridge and Jason Rees. It was comforting. My dad
used to take me down to Swansea train station and |
used to meet the guys at Cardiff and go on to Luton.
Luton has been a special place and, who knows,
| may be back one day.
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Luton skipper Horace Gager meets his
Wolverhampton counterpart Stan Cullis
before the Football League (Southern Section)
clash at Kenilworth Road in December 1945.

| The Town won 1-0, courtesy of a goal from
Hugh Billington, and, due to war-time clothes
rationing, both players appear to be wearing
kit that dates back at least 10 years!
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JONATHAN

Jonathan Smith returned for his second Town
debut of the season on New Year’s Day, but just
like his first debut in Luton colours it ended in
defeat.

The former York City midfield general was well
received by Hatters fans upon news he had penned a
permanent deal with the club from the start of January.

His return ended in a 3-1 defeat by Woking and the
new Town midfielder spoke to Talk of the Town after
the full-time whistle had blown to express a “massively
disappointing” result.

“I thought we dominated the game, missed a couple
of good chances and its criminal to give those chances
away like that, it's not good enough,” said Smith
honestly.

The midfielder started on the bench for the Hatters
and was introduced to the travelling away support with
lime ticking down shortly after the visitors conceded
the third.

“I wanted to make an impact,’ said the 26-year-old.
"I wanted to come on and show what | could do.
Obviously I'm bitterly disappointed the third goal went
in just as | was about to come on but obviously you
come on and give your best for the team.

Many of those who attended the game at the
Kingfield commented on the poor state of the turf
that seemed to cut up and cause the Hatters’ flowing
football all sorts of problems.

However, a determined Smith said he and his team-
mates would not be using the playing surface as an
excuse for the set-back in Surrey.

“The pitch is disgusting. It's like a park pitch,
but you've got to get on with it said Smith. “We
dominated the game, should have had the win but the
points have gone down the drain.

"At worst | think we should have come away with a
point. You defend what you've got and take the 1-1 but
lo lose 3-1 it's definitely not good enough”

Smith was recalled by former club York to cut short
his first stint at Kenilworth Road after bagging his first
oal in his final appearance against Alfreton last month.

Having won promotion with Swindon last season,
lhe Preston-born battler says he is here for one thing
only = promotion.

Official site: www.lutontown.co.uk | facebook.com/lutontown | @LTFC Official #COYH

' SMITH

'MIDFIELDER BACK FOR GOOD

‘ Jonathan is happy to be
back at Kenilworth Road

“I just want to help the team and give it my best, I've
come to win promotion that's why losing games like
this 3-1 to Woking is a massive disappointment to me;'
Smith said. “I've come to win games and to be at the
top of the league and we've got to do that.

“I could have stayed at York. It's close to my home
and | could have it easy, but | want to challenge myself.
Coming here is a challenge.

“I could have stayed at York and sit in mid-table and
play a bit part, but | want to play for something and to
win games.

“The club reminds me a bit of Swindon. Everything is
set up for the lads to do well; | think we've just
got to be tough everywhere as long as we get
that toughness in us we can do well”
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Aé’days go, it’s not one which youlll find too many
Town games played on, as the record of just 1 1
matches shows. {

The Hatters have won three, drawn four and lost
our, scoring 22 and conceding 24. It doesn't take a
mathematician to work out that the Town have scored
3 'onaverage exactly two goals on this day. 10 of 24
\ goalé came in just two matches following defeats to
- Derby County (60 at Kenilworth Road in 1946) and
6-4 at Notts County in 1952 in the old Division 2 (now
Champmnshlp)

" You have to go back 18 years for the last action on
this day, when the Hatters went down 8-0 at home to
‘Walsall in an Auto Windscreens Shield first round tie in
nt of 1,870 at Kenilworth Road.

* It's hardly a mateh to look back onl with fond
memories — French strike Herve Bacque missed the
chance to score a goallin Luton colours by missing a
penalty — but the tie did mark the debut of a certain!
Emmerson Boyce. The defender was selected at
ht-back before going onto bigger and better things
h Crystal Palace and Wigan. Now 883, he scored
ninth goal in'Wigan colours as recently as 29th
December in a 8-0 win at Aston Villa:

\‘//.' (
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The Town last tasted stccess on this day in 1991 in
an FA Cup third round tie away at Sheffield United. At

-; he time the Hatters were hovering about the relegation
zone in the top flight with the Blades bottom of the

Emmerson Boyce made his |
- | Luton debut on this day in 1999 |

“Not valid for double meat, double cheese, extra bacon or any other extras. Exclusions may apply. Ask staff for details. tFormed Meat. AShaved steak strips. Excludes
bottled & canned drinks. Prices and participation may vary. Only available in the Anglia region. Management reserve the right to withdraw the offer at any time, All thirct
party trademarks are the property of their respective owners, ©2012 Doctor's Assaciates Inc, SUBWAY® is a regi o} emark of Doctor's A L inc.
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table. United had beaten the Town on Boxing Day

in the First Division, but two goals from Danish
international Lars Elstrup and one from Sean Farrell
eamed a 3-1 win and with it a place in the fourth round
where the Hatters were eventually knocked out by
West Ham after a replay.

That victory at Bramall' Lane was the Town’s first
on January 5thi since a 6-2 home victory over Bristol
Rovers in 1985. The Hatters only other victory on this
day came In 1929 when Exeter City were seen off at
Kenilworth Road 4-0.

= 5 1

' Six of the 11 matches played on this day are FA Cup
ties but that win at Sheffield Unitedis the sole victory.

In 1985, the Town drew 1-1 with Stoke City in the
third round at Kenilworth Road with a late Steve Foster
header earning a replay which the Hatters won 8-2.
That year the Town went all the way to semi-finals
before being edged out by Everton after extra-time.

In 1980, the Hatters, then in Division 2 (now
Championship), were humbled by Swindon, flying high
in the division below, 2-0 at the Gounty Grround.

The Town were held to a 1-1 third round draw at
Rort Vale in 1974 with a Jim Ryan goal six minutes from
time earning a replay which was won 4-2. The Hatters
went onto reach the fifth round stage where they were
knocked otit by Leicester.

Finally, the Hatters held Aston Villa to a 2-2 draw.in

1957 at Kenilworth Road before coming unstuck in the
replay at Villa Park. |
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Time to be facetious and ask a loaded question:
Are some clubs doing enough to get games on
when the weather is bad?

Take yourself back to 22nd December- the last
Saturday before Christmas. With a long list of presents
to get, going to a game of football probably wasn't on
the mind of many.

Good job, too. Just eight matches from Steps 1-4
were on with a smattering of games below. Even

. Northern Premier League Romulus on their 3G pitch

failed to beat the puddles.

It is tempting to wonder how many clubs were upset
at no game. With a busy festive fixture programme
attendances don't tend to be high on that particular
weekend anyway. Perhaps more important are the box
office fixtures to come.

Non-League football is fortunate that Boxing Day and
New Year's Day bring big derby games, unlike in the
Premier League where we get not-so-mouth-watering
clashes like QPR v West Brom. Snooze.

So for clubs it can often pay to get the local referee
down early, lean on him to call it off and let your star
striker put his feet up before the local enemy come to
lown later that week.

Boxing Day football is a bastion of the game in this
country — and it helps put cash in the till. Unsurprisingly,
despite lots of rain between the largely wiped out
Saturday and Wednesday, most games went ahead.
Clubs were desperate to get it on and go the extra mile
lo make it happen. Good for them.

Fast forward to Saturday 29th and, while not as
bad as the week before, many games fall victim to the
weather once again.

The wet weather has seen a number
of matches postponed in recent weeks

) ESSENTIAL READING FOR FOLLOWERS OF THE NATIONAL GAME

WITH MATT BADCOCK

Sunday: rain. Monday: rain. Tuesday: Games off,
right? Nope. It's the Boxing Day reverse — time for
revenge/do the double. Delete as appropriate.

The year 2018 was seen in with nearly a full
programme.

So is it too cynical to think clubs are picking and
choosing what games they want on at this stage? That
they are boxing clever with injuries and suspensions
when the games come so thick and fast?

Probably, but surely more could be done to get
games on. The 3G debate will probably go on forever
and with a six-figure installation fee it doesn’t come
cheap - although the benefits of being able to
generate income are undeniable.

My colleague on our sister Football League Paper,
Chris Dunlavy, reckons he's got a solution — tarpaulin.
He tells the story of a painting his windows in the
summer when it, shock horror, started raining. Twelve
quid and a trip to B&Q later he had a nice 4m x 5m

piece of tarpaulin to protect his handy work.

Now our Chris had enough time on his hands to
work out that the average football pitch can be covered
by 357 sheets of B&Q tarpaulin at the cost of about
£4,284.

Stitch them together, put a few poles down the
middle to make a tent and Robert's your dad's brother
you've got a better chance of getting a game on.

It would stop pitches becoming completely saturated
and just maybe would get more games on than
otherwise.

Ridiculous maybe, but if it prevents an afternoon
traipsing around the shops when it's not Christmas, it
could be worth a go.

Buy The Non-League Paper every Sunday from your local newsagent
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WINGER ON WOKING DEBUT

It proved to be a frustrating debut for Hatters
new boy Scott Neilson who made his first start
in a Town shirt since making the switch from
Crawley at the end of last month against Woking
n New Year’s day.

The former Bradford City wide-man spent time on
loan at Blue Square Bet Premier leaders Grimsby
fown where he attracted the attention of Hatters boss
Paul Buckle.

Neilson describes himself as “a direct winger who
likes to get at the full-backs and get crosses in" —
something the Town strikers will be relishing to see.

Disappointed

Unfortunately for the 25-year-old, it was not the
dream debut he was looking for as the Hatters were
beaten 3-1 at Kingfield and Neilson spoke of his debut
disappointment to Talk of the Town after the defeat.

“I'm very disappointed’ said the Town'’s latest
addition. “*We started slow, they got a goal and then
we got one straight back.

“In the second half we absolutely dominated them
and a few sloppy moments have cost us. They say
(Joals change games and it did today. | don't know how
we didn't get three points but we've just got to bounce
back.

Agonisingly close

Neilson saw his new Hatters team-mates come
agonisingly close to winning all three points with Jon
Shaw unlucky with a thumping header that thundered
off the bar before another looping effort was met also
by the woodwork.

“I don't know how they didn't go in, Neilson said.
'I's a great header as well and | think it's come off the
keeper's leg and hit the crossbar. It just didn't go for us
and Woking went and got the second goal which they

houldn't have got and the third goal was bad marking
lrom us, which is disappointing.

"You need to come to these places and get three
points and it's disappointing, but that's football”’

While he is cup-tied for today’'s game having played
[or Girimsby in the competition this season, Neilson

' Official site: www.lutontown.co.uk | facebookcom/lutentown | @LTEC Official #COYH

Scott in action at Kingfield g

is looking forward to the third round meeting with
the Championship side and hopes it can be the
springboard for success in the league.

“Hopefully we can put the Woking game behind
us," he said. “The pitch didn't help us at all, it's not an
excuse but we still dominated the game and we're sure
we could have won it. The next game is at home and
we've got to kick on from there!

On the move itself, Neilson was delighted to put pen
to paper until the end of the season.

“Since | knew Luton were interested it was really
exciting," he said. “I'm really chuffed to be here. Luton’s
amassive club, it's too big to be in this league.

“That why we really need to kick on and get
out of this division as soon as we can”
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WITH THE LUTON NEWS’ MIKE SIMMONDS

Another year has passed then and for Luton Town
fans, it was one that promised so much at the start,
but once again unfortunately failed to deliver.

After beginning with a bang as Kettering were brushed
aside 5-0, the promotion challenge never quite ignited as
had hoped.

Champions Fleetwood proved too hard to catch and,
after a seven game winless run, manager Gary Brabin
eventually ended up paying the price for poor results plus
losing the support of the majority of supporters in March.

The lowest point of the year saw the Town humbled
3-1 at the hands of Braintree Town in what was a truly
dispiriting 90 minutes for the Luton fans in attendance.

It was done in front of new boss Paul Buckle too,
watching on from the sidelines, and his introduction
brought about an instant upturn in fortunes including
without doubt the best moment of the year for me, the
Hatters’ 2-0 win over Wrexham in the Blue Square Bet
Premier Play-Off semi-final first leg.

A packed house saw Luton turn in quite easily their
finest display of the last 12 months and the noise
generated when Andre Gray and Stuart Fleetwood found
the net will live long in the memory.

Unfortunately as we all know, the campaign was to
end in huge disappointment with the Wembley officials
failing to spot Matty Blair's blatantly offside goal and York
heading back into the Football League.
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The summer brought a wind of change unheralded at
Kenilworth Road in previous years with Buckle intent and
able to bring in his own players.

Out went the long serving Keith Keane and George
Pilkington, while Danny Crow, Ed Asafu-Adjaye, Aaron
O'Connor and more all moved to pastures new.

In came some serious talent though with Jon Shaw
the standout name from the new faces as Hatters put
their marker firmly down to end their four year stay in
non-league.

Consistency

For whatever reason, the consistency required to win
a league has yet to materialise this time, with New Year's
Day's hugely disappointing 3-1 defeat to Woking an
eighth league reverse of the campaign.

However, unlike previous years, it's not just Luton who
are struggling, as no team seems prepared to stick their
hands up and take a stranglehold in the title race, with
Newport's 5-0 hammering at home to Forest Green
Rovers a case in point.

As 2012 came to an end, the Hatters were already
again signalling their desire to finally be top of the tree as
both Scott Neilson and Jonathan Smith's signatures were
secured, while further acquisitions are in the pipeline.

So what's in store for 2013 then? Covering Luton
Town, no-one knows!

High point: Andre Gray strikes against
Wrexham in last season’s Play-Off semi-final.

Read the Luton News every Wednesday

Goodbye 2012, hello 2018. A New Year and a fresh
start might not have got off to the best of starts at
Woking on Tuesday but, to/quote every man whose
ever managed a club, there's a long way to go.

I've always been a glass half-full person and with
80 many games left to play there’s every reason to be
optimistic about the rest of the season.

The arrivals of Jonathan Smith and Scott Neilson

- have further boosted Paul Buckle's squad and that
- Btrength in depth will be vital during these winter
“months — and of course come the business end of the
: ‘\'“;nason.

S 2012 has been a year best remembered for sporting
" achievement but, from the Town's point of view, it was
f 7;» i case of soinear yet so far. |

On New Year's Day | returned home from Woking,
Switched on Sky Sports’ Soccer Saturday and winced
when Matty Blair popped up to score for York.

My heart sank and memories of Wembley came

S llooding back, Don't look back in anger:..

5 The inclement weather in the past month, allied with
lr success in the FA Cup and FA Trophy, means

0're in for a hectic January with nine games squeezed
nto the month.

& It will give the Town|a great opportunity to strike up
jome momentum going into a number of matches,

Ix of which will take place at Kenilworth Road. That
moans a [ot of programmes in a short space of time so
I you'd like to help out then please drop me an email
an my address below.

|
il Buckle was interviewed

W Soceer Saturday's Bianca
Waslwood on Thursday

Got a question for Andrew? Emall andrewbarringer@Iutontown.co.uk

PICTURE

The press box will be packed to the rafters this
afternoon as the national media descend on Kenilworth
Road'to see if we can pull of a cup shock. From Sky
Sports, to Talksport, from the Sun to the Daily Mail, it
has been a busy week accepting accereditation and
organising pre-match interviews with the manager and
the players that will appear on television, radio and in
newspapers. The influx of press requests for a game
such has increased 10-fold'on a usual league fixture.
The press box will be a much quieter place oni Tuesday
when Barrow are the visitors that's for sure.

Manager Paul Buckle will have done plenty of talking
before today and will do so again come Spm today.

If we were to wini this afternoonithen expect him, the
team andithe club to be appearing all over the press
tomorrow and Sunday.

On the subject of dealing with media requests from
the various local and national news agencies, | must
thank our assistant club secretary Chloe Beggie for
collating the names and arranging the press list for this
afternoon.

It was hugely frustrating that our game with Ebbsfleet
was called off just 20 minutes before kick-off but the
referee’s decision is final. Our groundsman Richard
Bird has done sterling work to keep the pitch in the
condition it Is at this stage of the season. You'll see him
and his assistant Richard Osborne working hard on the
pitch before, andl after and during half-time replacing
divots...something nobody was doing at Woking on
Tuesday on a pitch that resembled a ploughed field.




Travel Lufoh

Joining up your journey

O0®

Everyone likes to think they are the best
driver in the world, but just how good is
your driving?

Did you know that you could save
around £270 a year in fuel costs by
making simple changes to the way you
drive? Travel Luton is here to help show
you how.

We have teamed up with Luton
Borough Council to give Luton
residents this exclusive chance to learn
fuel-efficient driving skills. An Institute
of Advanced Motorists qualified
instructor will give you an hour's free
tuition (normally worth £40). You will
twice get to drive an on-road circuit in
Luton, logging your miles per gallon
and seeing how much improvement

you make.
P e

Drive smarter, save money -
we'll coach youl

Prizes are available for the best
performing driver and for the most
improved driver.

For the chance to join one of these
free sessions, register now at
www.travelluton.co.uk. We have got
24 lessons available during November,
which are offered on a first-come, first-
served basis.

To register, or to find out how you can
cut your fuel costs:

¢ visit www.travelluton.co.uk
* email info@travelluton.org.uk

® or call freephone 0800 0281 755
(lines open Mon-Fri, 9am—5,30pm)

- T
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)b - BOROUGH COUNCIL

A SEASON’S '

PART SEVEN BY DAVID CAIN

THE LUTON RESOLUTION

We love football for its ambiguity. It is also why

we hate it. The game’s ever-changing nature leaves

you with many questions; how could the team
that beat Woking on Boxing Day lose to the same
opposition at New Year's?

If you think about it too much it sends you crazy.
By the same token, the team that lost to Woking
can beat Wolverhampton Wanderers today. The
year'may change, but our fortunes remain the
same. )

In search of some sanity, here’s my resolutions
for the year ahead:

| will try to live a simple life, repelling promptly
every thought of Woking, Newport County,
Grimsby, or the Play-Offs.

I will not boo the team off, ever. | also promise to
keep on supporting the Hatters to the end of every
game. Even when we are rubbish. For they are still
my rubbish, and by next week | will love them all
over again.

| will cultivate charity, especially to opposition
defenders scoring own goals. They are the great

Wembley: The promised land?

David Cain is an experienced writer, researcher and follower of the Hatiers

comedians of the game, sent to remind us that
nothing in life is ever quite as bad as it seems.

| will practice forgiveness to assistant referees
who fail to spot opposition midfielders six yards off-
side. From now on, | will only make polite enquires
as to their need for an eye examination.

| will strive to set a good example at all times
to the fans around me. Especially kids. | will sing
the songs and support the team, but promise to
challenge racist and offensive behaviour by others.
We are all Luton Town and we need to take our
game back.

| will remember that the players wearing the
Town's shirt are better at football than me. That
is why they are playing for the Town and | am not.
Except in my dreams, where | also dream of playing
Watford in the fourth round of the FA Cup.

For as we all know, the cup is for dreamers; and
in the cup you never know what might happen.
Besides, we are only five games from the final now.

Wembley, Wembley, we're the famous Luton
Town and....




PUMA YOUTH ALLIANCE UNDER-18 SOUTH-EAST
FIXTURES - SEASON 2012 -2013

Sat 11 Leyton Orient
Sal 18 Dagenham & Redbridge
Sal 25 Stevenage

Sat 01 Peterborough United
Wed 18 AFC Kempston Rovers
Sat 22 Milton Keynes Dons
Sat 29 Northampton Town

Wed 03 P'horo Northern Star

Sat 06 Stevenage

Sat 13 Northamplon Town
Wed 17 Barton Rovers

Sat 20 Watford

Sat 21 Peterhorough United
Tue 30 Stevenage

Sat 03 Mill(ll; Keynes Dons
Sat 17 Watford
Sat 24

Tue

Jihodu (pen), Smith Sat
McKenzie-Lowe, (og), Amu

Sat
McKenzie-Lowe, own goal Sat

MeKenzie-Lowe 2, Amu 2 Sat

M mith (pen)

Davis Sal

Sat
Banton 3, Amu, Sat
McKenzie-Lowe, Trotman Sat
Smith 2 (1 pen)

Amu 2, Smith Sat
Sat
McKenzie-Lowe, Banton Sat

Banton, Amu
Banton, M

Sat

04 Peterborough United
08 Northampton Town

10 Milton Keynes Dons

19
26 Leyton Orient H
BRUAL

02 Dagenham & Redbridge A
09 Stevenage H
16

23 Aldershot Town

02 AFC Wimbledon
09 AFC Wimbledon
16° Southend United
23 Portsmouth

06 Gillingham
13 Crawley Town

W 2-) Amu, Nwgala
W 3-0 Jihodu, Banton, Amu

11.00am
South Cup 2
11.00am

11.00am
11.00am
South Cup 3
11.00am

11.00am
11.00am
11.00am
11.00am

11.00am
11.00am

The kit had been redesigned especially for cup matches
to increase the 'potential banana skin' factor

AGE

f TOW

NAME: Jerry Nash

;18

POSITION: Central midfielder
TIME SPENT WITH LUTON

N / WHEN JOINED:

| joined in July 2011.

WHAT PART OF YOUR

GAME DO YOU

CONSIDER THE

BEST?

My passing.
WHAT PART OF
YOUR GAME
DO YOU WANT
TO IMPROVE
THIS SEASON?

KIT SPONSORS

ZANE BANTON

HOME:
First Capital Connect

[JEMALE
WVicKENZIE- LOWE
HOME: Avaifable

AWAY: Available

JOSH CARPEN
HOME: Harborough
Town Football Club
AWAY: Available
% GLOVES: Available

JERRY NASH
HOME:
Moira Spain
AWAY:
ol Avatilable

Shooting.

[TINASHE
CHABATA

HOME: Available
AWAY: Available

IAN REES

HOME:
Avaitable

Lucy Francome
AWAY:

WHAT'S THE BEST THING ABOUT PLAYING
FOR LUTON TOWN?

The large fan base.
WHO IS YOUR FOOTBALL IDOL?
Paul Scholes.

WHO HAS HAD THE BIGGEST INFLUENCE ON
YOUR CAREER SO FAR?

My dad.

WHAT DO YOU WANT TO ACHIEVE?

To earn a professional contract.

WHO IS YOUR FAVOURITE ALL-TIME PLAYER?
Lionel Messi.

WHAT ARE YOUR EXPECTATIONS THIS
SEASON? HAVE YOU SET YOURSELF ANY
TARGETS?

To be playing regularly in the reserves.

~[AREL AMU
HOME:
DW Sports
AWAY:
Avaitable

" [CHISOLI AMADI

LEEROY

e BEN MoFARLANE- [
S%, | MABURAUSHE BARNES

HOME: Available
AWAY: Available
| GLOVES: Available

NICK
BURTENSHAW

HOME: Avaitable
AWAY: Available

Peter Mitchell

HOME: ﬁ
eupd

il ol
BRETT LONGDEN
HOME:
Mike Tearie
| AWAY:

Available

To sponsor a youth player email commercial@lutontown.co.uk




First ¥ Capital Connect

Travel with First Capital Connect to

Find out more about our great value fares and
direct train services to Luton and Gatwick at

'/ACADEMY

' UPDATE

v

CEDARS PROIJECT ON THE UP

The Luton Cedars Under-18 Elite Development
Programme is based in Leighton Buzzard and
runs parallel to the club’s other Elite Under-18
group based in Baldock.

The only difference between the Leighton Buzzard-
based Cedars Upper Programme and the Baldock
Programme is the education options provided. Baldock
provides a BTEC Programme for the players, whilst
Cedars is one of a very small number in the country
that offer a joint Football/A Level Programme giving the
players the opportunity to study for a minimum of three
‘A Levels.

Both Elite Programmes provide a minimum of eight
hours a week football coaching delivered by an ‘A’
Licence Coach and both cchemes participate in the
Football Conference Youth Alliance Under-19 League.
They sit below Paul Driver's Professional Under-18
Squad in the club's development pyramid.

In terms of the Luton Town Cedars Programme,
after a difficult first year on the pitch, where as a group
they were on average two years younger than their
opponents, the improvement in football terms has been
dramatic.

Opposition includes clubs of the quality of Gillingham,
former Blue Square Bet Premier club Grays Athletic and
although their first team isn't at the level of Luton Town
or Gillingham, Chesham United, who run an excellent
programme and are very competitive.

The players have shown good progress; physically,
tactically, technically and psychologically. The
introduction of Chris White, the club’s lead Sports
Scientist, to the coaching side of the
programme, alongside the development
of the schools brand new 4G full
size training facility, which allows the
coaches the opportunity to work on
match specific practices and situations
have been significant factors.

Ultimately the aim of this programme
is to provide a continued football and
academic education for Under-18
players within the Luton Town Youth
Programme who have not been offered
a full scholarship. It is also to identify
players at the same age that may have
been missed by other clubs or have

ACHIEVING &
B
C E

UPPER SC

shown signs of being a late developer. These players
then have the opportunity of an extra two years in the
professional club environment where they can target
moving in to Paul's group at a later date or earn a
professional contract at the end of the two years.

Luton Town's professional scholars group are now
beginning to see the benefits of the hard work being
undertaken by the players and staff at Cedars. Kyle
Davison-Gordon has been training and playing with the
scholars on a day release basis over the last month and
Conrad Russo will be going in to be assessed in the
very near future.

Cedars Coach Stuart Smith told Talk of the Town:
“Kyle is a tall, athletic left-sided central defender who
is also versatile and gives both myself, and more
importantly, Paul, options as to where he can be played.
He has so far played in games against MK Dons,
Watford and Peterborough and Paul has been pleased
with his performances and how he has responded to
the areas of improvement that have been highlighted.
Conrad is a full-back but can play anywhere in a back
four; he is an outstanding in one versus one situations
at our level, it is now up to him to prove he can
performance just as well at the higher level”

The New Year will see the start of the recruitment
process for next September’s intake to the Cedars
Programme. In mid-January we will be inviting players we
are currently aware of into a Development Group which
will commence training once a week soon after. We will
also be advertising the programme around Bedfordshire,
Hertfordshire and Buckinghamshire inviting players to
participate in development squad trials.
The Academic entry requirements for
the programme are five GCSE passes
atA*to C.

If you would like to receive a
prospectus and a development squad
trial application form for Cedars then
please email stuartsmith.ltfc@hotmail.
co.uk. Alternatively if it is the BTEC
course that appeals
then contact Adam Balletta on:
adam.balletta@lutontown.co.uk.

| Official site: wwwilutontown.co.uk | facehook com/lutontown | @LTFC Official #COYH
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UPDATE

WITH WAYNE TURNER

Six months in and | am enjoying my role
more than ever. Heading up the youth set
up at Luton Town brings its daily challenges
but with my excellent staff we strive to
resolve them.

With the new EPPP (Elite Player Performance
Plan) regulations being implemented, we have
had massive changes to contend with, but we
continue to work hard to deliver a better and safer
environment for our eight to 18-year-olds to express
themselves while they continue to learn.

We are now at the midway stage for our players
and they have all just had their half-term appraisals.
All of them have had different reports with different
targets. However, all - especially the older ones -
would have been asked: “How much do you really
want to be a footballer?”

When our Under-16s first set foot inside
Kenilworth Road in the summer they have to be
ready within a few months to compete against our
first team. So when picking that group in six week's
time that has to be taken into account.

Focused, determined
and talented

- Those Under-17 players now have to be getting
w . into the manager's mind as soon as possible, so by
- - the time they are 18 he can see them in his plans.

‘ You have to be focused, determined and talented —
and in that order.

Can any of our young players help Paul and the
team in the next few months? | don't know, but |
know you can. Today the Wolves game will be a rare
one. For the first time in almost four years we are not
expected to win, and I'm sure Kenilworth Road will
be pumping.

It's great for you, the players and management
alike and it will be brilliant! Can we somehow create
that for the remaining league games? If we can I'm
sure it will be the difference. You have that power.

Our youth set up is the envy of Football League
clubs for miles around, but we want to back on a
level playing field, so let's all do our bit.

Good luck and a happy and successful New Year
to you all.

Academy graduate Kevin Foley'makes
' his first return to Kenilworth Road today

Wayne Turner is the Hatters' Head of Youth Development

LATEST REPORT HAILS HATTERS DEVELOPMENT

Once again the Hatters’ fine reputation for

1 developing young footballers has been
internationally recognised in a major report into
the production of players plying their trade at
clubs in the top five leagues in Europe.

The Town were the only recognised non-league side
mentioned in the study — lying in 18th place among all
English clubs and 143rd out of the 805 clubs around
the world listed in the CIES Football Observatory
study.

The study qualifies a ‘product’ as a player who
has spent three years in a club’s youth development
programme between the ages of 15 and 21, and
are currently playing for clubs in the top divisions in
England, Spain, Italy, Germany and France.

Matthew Taylor, now at West Ham, Southampton’s
Kelvin Davis, Wigan captain Emmerson Boyce and
Leon Barnett at Norwich, give the Town four so-called
‘primary products’. The Town sit above six Premier
League clubs — Norwich, Stoke, QPR, West Brom,
Wigan and Fulham — whilst only three Championship
clubs have supplied more players to Europe's ‘big five',
according to the report.

Reflecting on the findings, Town managing director
Gary Sweet told Talk of the Town: “Luton can feel
proud of its heritage of producing such elite talent via
its academy.

“We have a lot of work to do to maintain this level

of success using this measurement statistic given that
| the players in question were products or our system
| some time ago.

“However, after a massive period of change for the
youth set-up, we have been producing players who
should expect to be playing regular Premier League
football at some point in their careers.

“Our aim, of course, is to get the first team back to
a level which provides more of an opportunity for our

; youngsters to develop their careers at Luton.

“This is precisely the reason why we are still
investing the significant sums into our academy without
attracting a penny from the Elite Player Performance
Plan (EPPP) programme in grant funding, which is
quite simply wrong.

YOUTH SYSTEM'

' RECOGNISED

Official site: www.lutontown.co.uk | facebookcom/lutontown | @LTFC. Officiall #COYH

“The fortunes of a club's position in the league
pyramid is irrelevant to the standard of talent that club
is able to produce through its youth system.

“EPPP grant funding is a lifeline to many academies
as it is offered to all Football League clubs, many of
which operate an inferior set-up to ours, despite the
fact that we have a history of producing such great
talent for the game time and time again.’

The fact remains the Town continue to nurture talent.
In the past three seasons, young strikers Cauley
Woodrow and Dave Moli joined Premier League clubs
Fulham and Liverpool respectively, whilst midfielder
Tarum Dawkins signed for Arsenal and brothers Jay,
Cole and Rio Da Silva joined Chelsea.

The Town's Head of Youth Operations, Matt
Stannard, paid tribute to support behind the scenes,
including the investors of the club — who continue to
underwrite the gap — and the funding-raising initiative
of Supporters of Luton Youth Development (SoLYD),
whose support has been invaluable to the youth
department.

He said: “It's a fantastic achievement to be
recognised as one of the leaders in youth development
in this country and is great testament to the work that is
going on behind the scenes. There were major changes
in the summer but the aim of the department has not
wavered. With the support of the club and SoLYD it is
our aim, alongside the EPPP, to develop a system where
producing elite, top end players is the norm.

“Our system focuses heavily on the holistic
approach to the development of players. We are
always growing and looking to improve - but with
this comes a significant investment. With no funding
received from the Football League, the board support
us financially and, with SoLYD's input, we are able to
offer foreign tours and top of the range equipment,
facilities and coaching for our young players.

“Whilst being in 18th and ahead of some Premier
League clubs is a great achievement for a club of our
standing, we always want better, and with the current
crop of players coming through we sincerely hope
that we can push more into the top leagues
over the next few years.




30 March - 3 November 2013

Stockwood Discovery Centre

See, hear, smell, touch...GIANT BUGS!

Did you know: An ants nest can grow to the size of a tennis court? Ladybirds can
survive in the arctic? Scorpions have existed for 420 million years?

This highly interactive, magnified world of ‘mini-beasts' features human-size
animatronic models of creepy crawlies.

Admission charge applies.

Schools teaching sessions available. See schools@lutonculture.com or visit the
learning pages of our website.

Eris Libraries & Musenms

Luton Culture

Ilr Tourwes‘t‘

JOE FLEMONS ROUNDS-UP
THE LATEST IN THE BSBP

Wrexham began the New Year with a bang,
capitalising on slip-ups from both Newport
and Grimsby.

The Red Dragons roared to a comfortable 2-0
win over AFC Telford with Adrian Cieslewicz
lashing home five minutes from time to put the
gloss on an opening day stroll to 2013.

For Newport County, 2013 could not have
started any worse. The front runners for much
of the season have fallen off the pace in recent
weeks and slumped to their third home defeat of sho A0 b )
the campaign against fellow promotion hopefuls | Adrian Cieslewicz was on target as
Forest Green Rovers. James Norwood opened the Wrexham began 2013 with a victory
scoring midway through the first half before Yan
Klukowski slotted home on the stroke of half-time.
Norwood went on to cap off a memorable hat-trick,
wrapping up a 5-0 demolition for Rovers.

League leaders Grimsby staggered into the New
Year with a 1-1 draw at home to mid-table Lincoln,
who had Alan Power to thank for an early lead. The

a minute into the contest and that proved to be the
match-winner for Dave Bayliss' men, who are visitors to
Kenilworth Road on Tuesday night.

Unfortunately for the Bluebirds, the victory was not
enough to elevate them from the foot of the table as

Mariners fought back, however, and lan Miller rescued Ebbsfleet secured a point against high-flyers Dartford.

a point for the pace setters with a well-timed headerin : Harry Crawford netted his 12th of the season to put
the first half. - the Darts in control at 2-0 up just after half time, but

two headed goals from Nathan Elder resurrected the
Fleet to steal a point in added time.

Kidderminster Harriers looked to take their
scintillating league form into the New Year as they
played host to mid-table Hereford. Things began .
brightly for the Harriers who, heading into the game, *
had won seven straight matches in the league, but a To DAY’S FI XTU R ES
failed to capitalise on early chances which saw Jamille
Matt strike the woodwork. The Bulls then took the
advantage from the penalty spot as Josh O’Keefe
converted from 12 yards after Chris Sharpe had been
upended in the area. Harriers then missed a penalty of
their own in the second half with ‘keeper James Bittner
denying Kyle Storey from retaining their unbeaten run.
For Hereford, however, they leap up to 12th after the
victory, righting the wrongs of their Boxing Day defeat
to the Harriers.

At the other end of the table, Barrow began
their New Year's resolution of surviving relegation
immediately, grasping an invaluable three points
away to Gateshead. Adam Boyes netted less than

Official site: www.lutontown.co.uk | facebookcom/lutontown | @LTFC Official #COYH




* Huge state of the art gym with the latest functional training area
* Superb swimming pool, relaxing steam room and spa pools
* Group Exercise Studios: Encouraging all ages and fitness levels to
join in e Extensive free weights area e Personal programmes and
advice ® High quality changing areas © Members lounge with food
and drinks served throughout the day  Retail loyalty card offering
members 10% discount in all DW stores** e Free car park*
 Swimming lessons available ® 60+ locations nationwide
o Children welcome, please see website for childrens hours
* Massive sports store with massive savings on top brands*

To find your local fitness
club visit us online

** Available on full priced products only. Not including replica, large equipment and garden games.
* Please note facilities may vary between clubs. Prices vary between clubs.

IN THE

OMMUNITY

CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE DEVELOPMENT SQUADS

Our main youth academy has recently received
recognition from the International Centre for
Sports Studies following a recent survey.

A large part of our academy's success lies in the
fully integrated development structure at the Club
which starts with players as young as four years old
who simply ‘pay and play’ each week through to our
TIPs (Talent Identification Coaching Programme )
for boys up to 16 years of age who train on our 10-
week coaching programme. In total over 20 of these
centre run all year around through our development
programme run by the Club’s Community Trust.

All of these boys, together with recruited boys,
begin their journey for an academy place at our two
Centre of Excellence centres in Luton and Dunstable
which currently has around 200 boys signed. These
two squads which have longer term aims for boys
development is the third tier in the Club’s development

Under 11s

Under 13s

structure below pre-academy (Tier 2) and academy.
The centres are parent funded and the aim is to
progress players to pre-academy and academy football
by replicating the coaching syllabus and methods used
by our academy coaches. The Centre of Excellence
boys train with the Club once a week and remain with
their local club sides at the same time also playing
around eight games a season for the Club against
other professional Clubs.

The boys at Centre of Excellence level also attend
a three-day residential training camp each season at
Stowe School and will also be visiting Belgium in May
for their end of season tour. These centres are the
lifeblood of the Club's academy, and currently around
eight out of every 10 boys who sign full-time come
through this system. Already this season almost 50
boys from our development centres have played for the
academy.

Under 12s

Under 14s

Official youth website: www.ltyd.co.uk | Donate to Solyd: www.solyd.co.uk




DATE TIME H/A OPPOSITION

August
Sat1l 16:00 H Gateshead
Tue 14 19:45 A Kidderminster Harriers
i 1930 A Hyde
Sat25 15:00 H  AFC Telford United
Mon 27 15:00 A Ehbsfleet United
September
Sat1 15:00 H  Macclesfield Town
Tued 18:45 H  Cambridge United
Sat8 18:00 A Alfreton Town
Sat15 15:00 H  Wrexham
Fi2l W45 A Gimsby Ton
Twe2b 18:45 A& Tamworth
Sat23 16:00 H  Southport
October
Sat6 1800 A Lincoln City
Tue9 19:45 H  Braintree Town
Sat13 15:00 H  Nuneaton Town
Sat20 13:00 A Cambridge United (FACAD)
Sat27 15:00 A Forest Green Rovers
November
Sat3 1500 H  Nuneaton Town (FACT)
Tue§ 19:45 A Hereford United
Sat10 15:00 H Dartford
Tue13 19:45 A Huneaton Town (FACIR)
Sat17 15:00 A Mansfield Town
Tue27 1945 A Dorchester Town (FAT1)
December
Sat1 15:00 H  Dorchester Town (FAC2)
Tued 19:45 H  Dorchester Town (FATIR)
Sat8 15:00 H Alfreton Town
Tuetl 1945 A Hewport Courty
Sat15 15:00 A Matlock Towm (FAT2)
Wed 26 15:00 H  Woking
January
Teel 1300 A Woking
Sat5 15:00 H  Wolves (FAC3)
Tue8 19:45 H  Barrow
Sat12 15:00 H  Skelmersdale United (FAT3)
Tug15 1945 A AFE Telford United
Sat18 1500 A Nuneaton Town
Tue22 1945 H  Lincoln City
Sat26 15:00 H  Stockport County
Tue 23 1945 H  Hyde
February
Sat2 15:00 A Bamow
Sat9 15:00 H  Forest Green Rovers
Tue 12 1945 A Dartford
Fi15 1945 H  Newport County
Tue18 1945 A Macclesfield Town
Sat23 1500 H  Mansfield Town
Tue 26 19:45 A Braintree Town
March
Sat2 1500 A Steckport County
Sat§ 15:00 H  Hereford United
Sat16 15:00 A Wrexham
Sat23 15:00 H Tamworth
Sat30 1500 A Cambridge United
April
Mon1 16:00 H  Kidderminster Harriers
Sat6 1500 A Gateshead
Sat13 1500 H  Grimshy Town
Sat20 1500 A Southport
TBA  15:00 H  Ebbsfieet United
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SCORE  ATT AWAY POS

D22 6743 76 1
W20 2215 882 4
W1 114t a4 3
L0-1 5970 1M 9
W31 2018 1246 5
W41 5803 1M 3
W32 6742 622 2
L3 1392 768 5
D00 6875 318 5
L1-4 407 125 6
W21 1187 380 ]
W31 5696 77 4
W21 2910 64 4
123 5523 55 4
W20 6148 264 3
W0 2321 601

W21 2n2 1002 2
D11 3089 355 -
Lo-1 2108 312 3
L0-2 6567 484 6
W20 1596 41

D22 2619 522 6
B2-2 688 163

W21 3287 458

W31 897 16 A
W30 5848 58 5
L2 2247 1 5
W21 8238 e =
W31 6744 235 4
L1-3 2961 969 §

STARTING XI

Tyler
Tyler
Tyler
Tyler
Tyler

Tyler
Tyler
Tyter
Tyler
Tyler
Tyler
Tyler

Tyler
Tyler
Tyler
Tyler
Brill

Brill
Bl
Brill
Tyler
Tyler
Tyler

Tyler
Brill
Tyler
Tyler
Bl
Tyler

Tyler

Taylor**
Henry
Henry
Lawless
Lawless

Beckwith
Rowe-Turner
Henry

Henry
Henry**
Henry*
Henry

Henry
Henry
Henry
Henry
Henry

Henry
Henry
Lawless
Rowe-Turner
Henry

Henry

Henry
Lawless
Henry
Henry
Henry
Henry

Henry

Rowe-Turner
Taylor
Taylor*
Howells
Taylor

Kovacs***
Taylor

Taylor*
Howells*
Howells
Rowe-Tumer*
Howells

Howells
Howells
Rowe-Turner
Howells
Rowe-Turngr

Howells
Rowe-Turner™*
Howells

Henry
Rowe-Turner
Rowe-Turner

Rowe-Turner
Lacey*
Rowe-Tumer
Rowe-Turner
Howells
Howells

Howells™*

Henry

Rowe-Turuer
Rowe-Turmer
Rowe-Turner
Rowe-Turner

Rowe-Turner*

Beckwith 1
Beckwith
Beckwith
Beckwith
Beckwith
Essam

Essam
Essam™**
Essam™
Rowe-Turner
Kovacs

Kovacs
Kovacs™
Henry
Kovacs
Kovacs
Kovacs

Kovacs
Ainge
Ainge
hinge
Ainge 1
Ainge

Ainge

Kovacs Kasim*  Howells
Kovacs Kasim Lawless
Kovacs Kasin™  Lawless
Henry Kasim*  Watkins**
Beckwith  Howefls  0'Bonneli™
Lawless  Taylor 0"Donnell
Kovaes™  Lawless  0'Donnell
Kovacs™  Lawless  0'Donnell
Kovacs Lawless  0"Donnell
Kovacs*  Lawless  0'Donnell
Essam Lawless  O'Donnell
Ainge Lawless  0'Donnell
Ainge Lawless  O'Donnell
Ainge 1 Lawless  0'Donnell
Ainge Lawless 2 0'Donnell
Kovacs Lawles*  0'Donnell
Ainge Howells  Mendy
Rowe-Turner* 0'Donnell -~ Mendy
Hinge. Smith Tiendy
Ainge Smith Mendy*
Howells Rendy Lawless
Ainge Mendy Smith
Ahinge O'Donnell ~ Smith
Beckwith*  Lawless 1 Howells

0'Donnell
0'Donnelf
0'Donnell 1
0'Donnell
Rendell 1

Howells 1
Howells
Howells
Rendell
Rendell 1
Howells
Kasim*

Rendei*

J. Robinson*
Rendell
Mendy
Rendell 1

Rendell 1
Howells
0'Donnell
0'Donnell™*
Lawless
Lawless**

Smith

Rowe-Turner 0'Donnell 1°** Watkins Robinson

Kovacs 0'Donnell 17+ Smith 1
Beckwith ~ 0'Donnell™* Mendy*
Kovacs O'Donnefl™* Mendy
Kovacs 1 Lawless  Mendy
Kovacs Lawless  Mendy*

Howells
Lawless
Rendell 1

Neilson

Howells Lawless

Rendell Gray***
Rendell Shaw**
Rendell Shaw
Rendell Shaw

Gray* Shaw
Rendell 1 Gray 1" h
Rendell Gray 1
Watkins™* J. Robinson

Fleetwood™*  Gray***
Fleetwood™** Gray
Bray Rendell
Rendell 2°** Gray

J. Rebinsor™™ Gray***

Gray Shaw
Gray™* Shaw
Gray 1***  Shaw 1
Gray Shaw
Gray Walker
Gray* Rendell
Gray Rendell
Walker* Hendell 2
Howells Rendell
Howells Rendel]
0'Donnel*** Rendell
Dance**  Walker 2
Rendell**
Lawless Rendell
Rendell Gray*
Fleetwood*  Gray**
Rendell Gray 1

Fleetwood 1
Fleetwood™ 2
Fleetwood*™* 1
Fleetwood
Fleetwood 2

Fleetwood 1
Fleetwood**
Gray

Shaw

Shaw

Shaw***
Flestwood 17

Fleetwood
Fleetwood
Fleetwood
Fleetwood**
Fleetwood 17

Fleetwood™*
Floetwood
Fleetwood
Bray**
Gray 2*
Bray*

Gray 1**
Shaw
Gray 1*
Gray 1
Shaw 1
Shaw 1

Shaw**

Brill Beckwith  Lawless** Watkins***
Brifl Beckwith  Walker Gray*

Brif Beckwith  Howells* Gray*™

Brill Beckwith  Taylor* Gray**

Brill Lacey Watkins** Kasim

Brill Essam***  Watkins* Woolley**
Bril Essam* Watkins Woolley**
Brill Essam™* Kasim* Fleetwood™*
Rowe-Tumer*  Essam Kasim™*** J. Robinson
Rowe-Turmer  Essam™ Kasim™** J. Robinson***
Fleetwoad™™* 1 Kasim™ 1 J. Rebinson®  Kovacs

Brill Rowe-Turner* Shaw** Rabinson***
Brill Rowe-Turner™ Shaw 1 Kasim***

Brill Rowe-Turner  Lacey Kasim*

Brill Kovacs**  J. Robinson M. Robinson
Bril M. Robinson™ J. Robinson***  Beckwith**  Walker Lacey
Essam Donnel* M. Rabinson  J. Rebinsen
Tyler Lacey Longden Watkins**  Dance M. Robinson
Tyler tawiess™  O'Donnell™*  J. Robinson*
Tyler Rowe-Turner  Kovacs Watkins

Bril  Beckwith  lacey longden  Dance™*  Robinson®
Bril Beckwith ~ O'Doanell Robinson

Bril Beckwith ~ Walker Fleetwood 1
Bril  Lacey*  Mendy**  Watkins  Dance  Shaw
Fleetwood**  Gray Mendy Woolley***
Brill Mendy Shaw** Fleetwood*
Brill Taylor Dance Shaw 1*

Lacey Dance Rabinson Fleetwood*
Brill Robinson**  0'Donnell* Rowe-Turer
Brill Fleetwood*™*  0"Donnelt Rowe-Turmer™*

The Town do close at

Woking on New Year's Da

Shaw 1
Rabinson**
Robinson***
Waolley
Whoolley*

Walker
Kasim
Rowe-Turner
Walker**
Walker
Walker
Walker

Walker
Walker 1"
Walker*
Waoolley
Walker

J. Robinson*
Walker
Walker*
Woalley™*
Fleetwood*
Dance™*

Fleetwood**
Howells*
Walker***
Fleetwood**
Rowe-Turer™
Taylor

Smith*

y

Official site: www.lutontown.co.uk | fa

1 Grimshy Town

2 Wrexham

3 Newport County AFC
4 Forest Green Rovers
5 Luten Town

6 Kidderminster Harriers
7 Dartford

8 Cambridge United
9 Mansfield Town

10 Macclesfield Town
11 Hyde FC

12 Hereford United

13 Woking

14 Lincoln City

15 Gateshead

16 Tamworth

17 Alfreton Town

18 Stockport County
19 Southport

20 AFC Telford United
21 Braintree Town

22 MNuneaton

23 Ebbsfleet United
24 Barrow
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24
20
14
16

12

-3

-1

-
-2
-2
-5
-1
-5
-10
-3
-13
-15
-15
-15

LEAGUE
APPS  GLS

Simon AINGE 120 1
Dean BECKWITH 80 1
Dean BRILL 30 0
James DANCE 00 0
Connor ESSAM 5@ 0
Stuart FLEETWOOD 166 10
Andre GRAY 200 7
Ronnie HENRY 200 0
Jake HOWELLS a1 1
Yaser KASIM 506 1
Janos KOVACS Q) 2
Alex LACEY 00 0
Alex LAWLESS 002 2
Amaud MENDY 70 0
Scott NEILSON 10 0
JJ O'DONNELL BE 2
Scott RENDELL a0 1
Jake ROBINSON 3w 0
Matt ROBINSON 0@ 0
Lathaniel ROWE-TURNER 14 (4) 0
Jon SHAW 1@ 4
Jonathan SMITH s 1
Greg TAYLOR M o
Mark TYLER 00 0
Dan WALKER 0@ 1
Adam WATKINS 2@ 0
Jake WOOLLEY 0@ o0

THIS SEASON
GCup
APPS  GLS

30

1

0
0
0
0
1
2
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
1
3
0
0
0
2
0
0
0
2
0
0

10
APPS
15 ()
9 ()
5 (0)
10
5 ()
18(10)
% (3)
% (0)
7Q)
5 (6)
(1)
10
% )
1)
10
% (3)
% (0)
3 (6)
1)
2 6)
15 (5)
6 (1)
()
2 ()
3
3@
0 (5

TAL
GLS
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15
pal
103
3
9
I
]
26
n2
1
82
9
104
12
1
kil
2%
9
6
2%
20
it
3
162
28
56
10
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BARROW

The games begin to come thick and fast for the Hatters as they come back to Kenilworth Road on Tuesday

night when Barrow are the visitors.

BARROW

Who? Barrow. The Bluebirds, from
Barrow-in-Furness. The club were
founded in 1901 and are officially known
as Barrow AFC. If you didn't know, that
stands for Association Football Club.

Geography lesson. It's a long way from Barrow to
Luton. 255 miles door-to-door from their Holker Street
ground to the Maple Road main entrance here at
Kenilworth Road. Barrow lies at the tip of the Furness
peninsula, close to the Lake District.

Crickey, that’s a long way. Absolutely but | bet Barrow
are used to it. The nearest club to the Bluebirds in the
Blue Square Bet Premier are Southport. And that's just a
two hour, 90-mile drive away.

Gooooood morning. It'll be the wee hours before the
Bluebirds hit the hay the next day. The Town of course
visited Holker Street on a Tuesday night last season,
whilst Barrow were the midweek visitors to Kenilworth
Road the season before last in a game that was Gary
Brabin's first match in charge.

We know you. There's one familiar face in the Barrow
ranks and it happens to be the main man, the gaffer,
Dave Bayliss. The one-time Town defender made 41
appearances whilst at Kenilworth Road. He took control
of the Bluebirds together with Darren Sheridan in
November 2007 and the duo — then as player/managers
~ guided the club to promotion to the Blue Square Bet

Premier in 2007/08. Sheridan left his post in February
2012, leaving the Holker Street hotseat solely for Bayliss.

Down the years. Although this is the first meeting this
season, the Town are no strangers to the Bluebirds in
recent years. In 2009, the Hatters met Barrow for the first
time in 40 years and, overall, the Hatters’ record reads
nine wins, two draws and three defeats. At Kenilworth
Road the Town have won six of the seven meetings,
triumphing 5-1 last season. Barrow's 1-0 win at Holker
Street last season was their first over the Town since
February 1969.

How they doing? Erm, in a nutshell, not great. The
Bluebirds may well arrive at Kenilworth Road bottom of
the table. Their New Year's Day win at Gateshead was
their first league victory since 9th October.

Away the lads. This afternoon Bayliss' boys can do
themselves and the Town a favour by nabbing some
points at Kidderminster. If anything, the Bluebirds prefer
playing away from home, as their record of four wins
shows. It's been at home that's been the problem — with
just one win at Holker Street in 12 games.

Kissing the badge. Watch out for any Barrow striker
giving their shirt a smacker should he score. Like the
Hatters', their crest is based on the town coat of arms. It
features a submarine — a nod to Barrow's shipbuilding
heritage, a red rose and a football. Also, like Luton'’s,
there's a bee — only this one seems to be struck by an
arrow. This is said to represent Bee-Arrow — Barrow.
Get it??

HERE'S —
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TODAY’S TEAMS

LUTON TOWN

Mark Tyler
Lathaniel Rowe-Turner
Greg Taylor
Garry Richards
Dean Beckwith
Janos Kovacs
Alex Lawless
Danny Spiller
Jon Shaw 9
Scott Rendell 10
Jake Howells 11
Simon Ainge 12
Stuart Fleetwood 13
Arnaud Mendy 14
Adam Watkins 15
Alex Lacey 16

JJ O'Donnell 17
James Dance 19
Scott Neilson 20
Matt Robinson 23
Jonathan Smith 24
Ronnie Henry 25
Andre Gray 27
Jake Woolley 28
Dan Walker 29
Dean Brill 33
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MATCH OFFICIALS

REFEREE: G. Eltringham
ASSISTANT: G, Law
ASSISTANT: M. George
FOURTH OFFICIAL: G. Stretton

WOLVES

1 Wayne Hennessey
4 David Edwards
5 Richard Stearman
6 Jody Craddock
7 Slawomir Peszko
8 Karl Henry
9 Sylvan Ebanks-Blake
10 Bakary Sako
11 Stephen Ward
12 Stephen Hunt
13 Carl lkeme
14 Roger Johnson
15 Bjorn Sigurdarson
16 Christophe Berra
17 Razak Boukari
18 Frank Nouble
20 Jermaine Pennant
21 Steven Mouyokolo
23 Ronald Zubar
24 Jamie O'Hara
25 Danny Batth
26 David Davis
27 Anthony Forde
28 Tongo Doumbia
29  Kevin Doyle
31 Dorus de Vries
32 Kevin Foley
34 Georg Margreitter
41 Jack Price
50 Jamie Tank

HERE NEXT
BARROW

BLUE SQUARE BET PREMIER

TUESDAY 8TH JANUARY 2013 !
KICK-OFF 745PM 3-«
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