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- Buckle dedicates amazing win to long-suffering Luton fans
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By RICHARD RAE

In terms of coming back to earth, the
prospect of Tuesday night's FATraphy
tieat Grimsby Town ensured the play-
ersand staffof Luton Town kept their
celebrations withinreasonablebounds
aftertheypulled offthe FA Cup's most
significant giant-killing for 24 years.
“Insome respects ii's a more im-
portant game becauseit's a competi-
tion we can win," said Scoit Rendell,
the journeyman striker - Luton are
the12th¢lubwhose shirt he has worn
during his career - who scored the
(goal which made the Hattersthe first
non-league side to knock out top-
flight opposition since Sutton United
‘beat Coventry City in 1989.
Hiswords were accompanied by a
‘smilethough, becauseit is hard to im-
‘agine that lifting the FA Trophy will
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by their perform-
-ance against the Canaries, who they
‘eat 1-0. In some respects, said man-
ager Paul Buckle, it was an easy game:
toprepare for.

#We knew they'd play the team that
mmmminnxmmm:mn
‘plannedaceordingly," said Buckle. "We
mu]dn‘taﬂmdmcpzn(hepnch up, it
‘would have been suicide, sowecut it in
‘half by letting them come on o us,
pressed very well, limited them to two
chances which goalkeeper] Mark Tyler
was ready for, and not only were we
g0od enough to do that, but we were
good enough tobreakand be clinical.”

PAUL
= BUCKLE
) Luton manager's
tactics saw his
non-league side
beat Premier
League Norwich

Inshort, the boysfrom Bedfordshire
did job on their illustrious oppo-
nents, and though Norwich manager
Chris Hughton threw on three regular
Prémier League starters in Grant Holt,
Anthony Pilkington and Wes

made the difference to the outcome.

Stuart Fleetwood's pass sent JJ
O'Donnell down the left and Rendell
gotahead of his marker Ryan Bennett
toturn hiscross past City goalkeeper
Declan Rudd.

Afteryearsofalmost unbroken mis-
ery, the 4,000 or 5o Luton supporters
who had accompaniedtheir heroesto

thesupporters.“I'msopleased forthe
fans, they've been right through the
millin the past few years. The noise
they made today kept us going, and
this win, and the win against Wolves
inthelast round, will hopefully keep
them following us up and down the
country,” he said

Tyler, a Norwich boy wha didn't
make itat Carrow Road but enjoyed a
lang career on the ather side of the
Fenswith Peterborough United before
moving to Luten, was similarly
emotional

“It's where | started, this is where |
wanted to be as a little hoy playing
football” he said, gesturing at the
stands, “hemmm Norwich fanshad
waited to applaud Luton from the
pitch. * Jncnmemckhempm and
keepaclean sheet, meanstheabsolute
world to meand my family.

More practically it also means
£60,000 s added to the approximate
sum of £250,000 Luton reckon to have
banked from this Cup run. Currently
lying sixth in the Conference, one
place outside the play-off places,
Buckle’s hope now is that he will be

giventhe go-ahead to strengthen his
squad for the run-in

“We're halfway through our league
season, we're in the fifth round o
FA Cupandstill inthe FA Trophy,
Ican'taskany more of our players.” he
We've missed out on so many
players of late, the one thing we have
1o da is add to the squad. It's mor
I'misureisn'taccounted for, and wi
we have 1o do now is 1o

and which was thrashed 5-0 by

MAGIC OF THE CUP BIGGEST UPSETS IN HISTORY
1948 Yeovil 2.1 198
Top-flight

were humbled

iest away contingent seen at Carvow

‘Rosdthisseason) fnly xplodeclwith

joy, and 1 whe

Leag
Huish Park, Eric Bryant scoring the
winner on a sloped pitch

The halders were unaun»
by Harry Redknapp's.
Third Division ko

from

never stapped mmmmn covering
before being replaced by Rendell,
admitted he had come closeto tearsat
the final whistle.

Buckle’s first thoughts were also for

The non-League side produced one
of the great upsets against First

Division Newcastle, Ronnie Radford
and Ricky George scoring the goals

M\\lcn Graham and lan
Thompson.

m2-1 Arsenal
Bottom of the Football League.
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Scort Rendell, of Luton

Town, celebrates his
winning goal at Carrow
Road on Saturday




