Hatters cap crazy week for the underdog

> their worrying run of form
Paul Buckle's side record the first FA Cup victory by a non-League side away to a top-flight team in 27 years as the hosts continue
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By Richard Rae
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HalF time: At 20

Bradford City having redef nm-d the
art of the possible a few days ago,
Luton im\udu[\ became :h('hnl

J\u d nn Conference side
deserved it, too. Not so much on
the balance of play, but on the
thoroughly professional way they
went about containing a mm—h-
changed Norwich team before a
decisive break 10 minutes from time
w t Rendell - a footballing

n if ever there was one
pmdiri) onnell's cross past the
Ci per, Declan Rudd.
l\umuh had their chances,
though not many. Leon Barnett hit
the post in the first half and Grant
Holt, brought on at half-time, forced
a fine reflex save from the Luton
keeper, Mark Tyler, with a diving
header, but otherwise the Canaries
created remarkably little.

“It was an inc n-nhhln perform-
ance by the players,” said the Luton
manager, Paul Buckle, whose side
were also the first from outside
the League to knock out a top-flight
team away from home n
Altrincham beat Birmingham City
in 1986. “The most pleasing thing
for me was that we defended
very well and carried a threat of
our own throughout.

“We took great strength from
beating Wolves [1-0] in the third
round, we stuck to the same plan,
we tried to deny them space, and
the players got it right*

City's mmmgcr,(‘hnsHughmn.
whose starting XI featured a
number of fringe players, defended
his selection.

“Yes 1 made changes, but I m
changes in the third round when we
beat Peterborough with avery good
performance. Thave no regrets abe
the team | picked, they should have
been good enough to win.
“Luton came with a gamepl
found it very difficult to b
down, the good chances we had we
didn’t put away, and they caught us
with what I suppose was a classic

counterattack.

n organised
d

few days for us, but all of that we're
going tohave to take on the chin. We
didn’t deservetolose on the balance
but we're in a downward

d we have to lift ourselves

out of
when we pla

Luton arrived in Norfolk in good
shape, and not simply because they
hmh-uumm e in their previous
4 matches. Hospitably, but perhaps

We'd dearly love to get
a Premier League club in
the next round too

AL BUCKLE

just a touch mischievously, City
s Ipswich Town had |rh-nlud
Buckle’s squad two days’ run of their
cellent training facilities.
That the game was a sell-out was
atribute to both Luton’s 4,000-strong
travelling support - the largest
number of away fans at Carrow Road
this season - and to City's policy of
prices low, with children

getting in for just £1. Luton may not
'eu\dl-h;,hlud about that, given
direct bearing on their share
of the income, but mmamly helped
the atmosphere,

Such has been the rapidity of
Luton's decline that it was only six
sides met in the

opening i‘!rh'mgc 3
different directions the LE\\.‘\N had
travelled wasn't going tobe too much
ofa factor.

an from Spurs, his movement
was minimal
Ev

" E
half an hour but, from an angl
forward's shot was too close to Ty
and Andrew

s fifst - headed
bound appeared
to hit Tyler and came desperately
close to crossing the goalline before
being scrambled clear.

Hughton replaced Kane with Holt
at half-time, and the big striker
looked certain to sc

for a corner -
gainst a post. Th

post, only for Tyler - who was born
in Norwich and on the elub's books
f,u. reflex

Luton never panic ot lhuuj.h
and continued to offer a threat
themselves. Jon Shaw shot over from
20 yards, and Alex Lawless volleyed
just wide when Rendell lifted the

. ballinto the penalty area

Hughton threw on Wes Hoolahan
and Anthony Pilkington in the hope
of adding some creativity, but it was
‘O'Donnell and Rendell who made

f

rly love to get a Premier
League club in the next round too,”
said Buckle. “Hopefully it will give
the squad some belief, because we
weren't hanging on. It was important
to stay in the game, and we did that
a lowly but surely worked our

Luton piayers
celebrate their
stunning FA Cup
fourth-rouna
victory aver
Morwich City at
Carrow Road




