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THE TALK at this game was all
about two eras: the promise of
one and the end of another.
Ithas been a trying season for
both of these clubs, and while
John Still continues to plot hus
long-term plan at Luton Towm,
the mood for Southport yester-
day was one of reflection.

For eight of the past ten sea-
sons, the manager's seat in the
home dugout has been occu-
pied by Liam Watson. Come the
start of the new campaign in
August, it will feel like a different
place without him.
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youth and the next manager will
have a squad with great poten-
tial.

“It was quite nice to end
against Luton because I've
known John Still for a long time.

“My first Conference maich
was against his Dagenham &
Redbridge team. Unfortunate-
ly, we lost then and we've
ended up losing today”

Luton's focus has long been
on next season, and with

Watson's departure occupying
the home crowd, the football
became

sideshow.

something of a

Southport
could not have
asked for a
better start, Sean
Ckanry heading
ris
decnds cross,
but Luton lev-
elled when a
slide-rule pass
from Alex Law-
less was finished
by' Matt Robin-
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“The decision to step down
‘hasn't been taken lightly,” said
| Watson, who was given a guard
of hanour onlo the pitch and
applanded by both sets of fans.

“It has been an emotional
period but I want to make a fresh
start.

“Ihad a few offers to leave at
the back end of last season but I
didn't think it was right.

“This year the squad has
been hit by injuries and depar-
‘tures. We've put our faith in

we needed the season to end,
particularly after playing a lot
of games in such a short period
of time,

“I'm going away tomorrow
but there will be a lot of work in
May. Pre-season looks a long
way away but it will soon catch
upwithus”

Two clubs at a crossroads,
two clubs with a big summer
ahead.

For both Southport and
Luton, preparations for next
season cannot start soon
enough.



