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By Mike Simmonds

ORMAIIC T WAS far from pretty but
JOHN McLAUGHLIN lBu_:_fton Albion manager Jimmy
Quiet afternoon due to Town’s profiigate Floyd Hasselbaink admitted

he couldn’t care less as his
Brewers took another step
towards promotion.

The visitors were never in top gear
throughout this match, but Matty
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epelling anything To Palmer’s deflected winner on 79 min-
utes proved the difference as Burton
JO,HN lﬂOU.SIf:J.I'I.O ell as Burto set their sights on League One.
ontained Luto { And while it was a hard slog, Brew-
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o R P P R praise his side’s professionalism in
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. s of the ball and when he did they're playing for this wonderful
ould not fashion 2 g meaning crowd who are going to be their 12th
ROBBIE WEIR man,” he said. “I think at stages we
A calming presence as he broke up pla controlled the game, they had no
and passed effe chances, or maybe a 50-50 one.
TOM NAYLOR “It was a tight game as it's always
- a hardworking display but offered going to be, and you know that we can
othing spectacula score at any moment, especially when

ATTY PALMER we have runners forward.

e one siaht of goal he had, he too “The position that Matty was in,
albe e aid of a deflectio that's the position we want him in, in
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eld the ball up well, b “Itwas a pIOfeSSiOIlal perfom\a_nce
ooked like gitne large and we needed to be professional,
ADAM McGURK needed to be right, needed to be very
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PROMOTION BECKONS FOR THE BREWERS

BURTON Albion shotud
exactly why they are on
their way to League One
this season with victory®
at faltering Luton Town.

Vet

grabbed another crucial

o

with a shout of the play-
offs deserved at least a
point for their efforts, but
against an almost
impregnable Brewers

Jimmy Floyd
Hasselbaink’s side are
now just one win away
from finally reaching the
third tier of English foot-

For Town though, a
tenth defeat in 12 games
was yet another hamme
blow to their hopes of a
top-seven berth.

three points courtesy of
Matty Palmer's deflected
late strike.

Luton, who are still in

The visitors were never
anywhere near top form
during the encounter at
Kenilworth Road, but

McLaughlin.
. The result
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defence, never really
tested keeper Jon

LEAP: Denny Johnstone hurdles the challenge of Ste

Still said: “We had three great
chances, they had one deflected shot,
what can we do about that?

“We've played well, had chances,
aven't won, but that's football. I'm
eally pleased with how we
vlayed and disappointed not

ve McNulty

After Adam McGurk directed his
header wide from Lucas Akins’ cross,
it was the hosts who easily had the
better chances in the opening period.

Paul Benson put a volley over the
top, while Michael Harri-

L ! , man fired into  the
;; have got something from | side-netting and then Elliot
S OEILE Lee’s attempt couldn’t trou-

We wanted to come ont ble Jon McLaughlin.

NG attack and I think we
id. T actually thought we
jround  them down, the
ovement for Scott Griffiths’
hance was fantastic,

"It Ilook at the 90 minute
ame, playing a team that's in
00d form and in good gpir-
S. To limit them to very
ttle, I was very pleased”’

Alex Lawless’ low curler
was also narrowly wide of
the mark as Burton took a
< While to get into their

N stride. When they did, Phil
Edwards’ long-range
attempt was easily fielded
by Elliot Justham, before
~ the Luton keeper claimed
-~ Aking’ drive from 20 yards.

ball and could well

means weekend.

secure their place at
home to Carlisle next

Such is the nature of
the division though, they
are somehow not out of
contention just yet.

Justbefore the half-time whistle, the
Hatters had another fine opening
when Jake Howells’ free-kick was met
by Lee at the far post, but he nodded
into the crowd.

In the second period, McGurk
headed straight at Justham, with How-
ells then bursting down the wing as
Paul Benson'’s toe-poke was deflect-
ed behind.

Full-back Criffiths then had a mar-
vellous opportunity after a neat move
on the left, finding himself one-on-one
with McLaughlin, only to fizz over the
top.

McGurk’s free-kick located
Justham's gloves, while Burton sub
Abdenasser El Khayati arrowed wide
shortly after coming off the bench.
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Luke Guttridge then dragged off
target at the other end, with his miss
proving crucial as moments later
Palmer was left in acres of space to
fire past Justham, with Hatters’ fans
screaming for an offside flag that
never came.

Luton still could have rescued a
point though, but top scorer Mark
Cullen could only loft his shot over as
the Hatters were beaten on home soil
for the fourth game running.

Results elsewhere mean Burton
could be promoted the next time they
take the field, but after such a magnif-
lcent start to the campaign, Luton are
faced with the very real prospect of
another season at this level after
promising so much.
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