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CLUB OFFICIALS
Chairman: David Wilkinson

Chief Executive Officer: Gary Sweet
Directors: Paul Ballantyne, Stephen Browne
Bob Curson, Mike Herrick, Rob Stringer
Shareholders: Kailesh Karavadra,

Luton Town Supporters Trust

Operations Director: Paul Watson
Finance Director: Tom Schofield

HR Director: Jemma Osborne
Commercial Director: Chris Bell
Honorary Vice President: John Buttle
Vice Presidents: Richard Banks, Cliff
Bassett, Gary Chamberlain, Doug Knight,
lan Gazeley, Emma Banks, Ben Banks,
lan Montone, Nick Owen

First Team Manager: Nathan Jones
Assistant Manager: Mick Harford

First Team Coaches: Paul Hart & Chris
Cohen

Head of Goalkeeping: Kevin Dearden
Performance Analyst: Peter Booker
Analyst: Dan Bond

Head of Scouting Operations: Phil Chapple
Head of Recruitment Analysis: Jay Socik
Head of Medical: Simon Parsell
Physiotherapist: Chris Phillips
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Therapist/Kit Man: Darren Cook

Head of Sports Science: Jared Roberts-
Smith

Head of Performance Development: James
Redden

Academy & Development Mgr: Andy Awford
Development Coach: Adrian Forbes
Academy Head of Coaching: Paul Benson
Professional Development Phase Lead
Coach: Dan Walder

Foundation Phase Lead Coach: Ross 0'Kane
Academy Administrator: Emily Howes

Club Secretary: Chris Clark

Safety Officer: Andrew Bracken

Site & Facilities Manager: Peter Kemp
Head Groundsman: Richard Bird

Press & Media Manager: Stuart Hammonds
Head of Retail Operations: Siobhan
Kos-Hodge

Ticket Office Manager: Mike Hooker
Catering & Hospitality Manager:

Cristhiano Andrade Da Silva

Supporter Liaison Officer: John Miller
Junior SLO: James Whitehead

Club Doctor: Dr Paul Deeley

Club Chiropractor: David Leu

Head of Community Trust: Kevin Thoburn
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THE
MANAGER

Good afternoon and welcome back
to Kenilworth Road for today’s
second home game of the Sky Bet
Championship season.

Our first, against Peterborough a
couple of weeks ago, was a really
emotional day for everyone here, from
the tribute to Mick Harford before the
game to the celebrations that followed
a terrific opening day performance.

From all of us, | would like to say
thank you for the backing you gave the
team that day. It was an occasion that
will live long in the memory and just
reminded us of what we’ve missed for
the last year and a half.

Football is nothing without fans and

for the new signings we’ve brought in
this summer, and those who have been
here a while now but never had chance
to experience a packed Kenilworth
Road, it told them that they are now
representing one immensely proud and
passionate club.

We’ll need you again this afternoon.
Birmingham are a different proposition
to last season, and they have a

very good manager at the helm in

Lee Bowyer, who did a terrific job at
Charlton. | welcome Lee, his staff and
their players to the Kenny and wish
them well for the season, after today.

It was a shame we couldn’t follow the
Peterborough performance up at West
Brom, but we learnt lessons from a
tough game at The Hawthorns against
a side rightly tipped for an immediate
return to the Premier League.
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It was a difficult afternoon, not least
because we were missing five of our
best headers of a ball at centre-half,
we gave them a start and then lost one
of our most influential players to a very
serious injury.

Thankfully Jordan Clark was released
from hospital that evening and we look
forward to welcoming him back when
all the concussion protocols have been
adhered to.

We had a positive last 20 minutes or
so, and after being told a few home
truths, the players deserved all the
accolades they received on Tuesday
night for the way they responded with
a magnificent away performance at
Barnsley.

We do enjoy a trip to Yorkshire, don’t
we? And you can'’t fail to when you
score early and then keep a clean
sheet to bring three points back down
the M1. Our 31 successful tackles
were more than any winning EFL team
managed in a single game last season,
which is testament to how determined
the lads were to protect that lead.

The win was for Big Mick, who started
his treatment that day, and the 748
fans who sang his name and held up
their banner in support.

To see over 3,500 Luton fans travelling
to three away games in a week --well,
normal service has resumed-and
nothing surprises me about those
numbers and the noise you make.
Thank you.

Make the old place rock again today
and enjoy the game. COYH!

>
=
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NOTES FROM
THE BOARDROOM

Good evening everyone and what a joy it is to
welcome you in person. Hugs have never been
so welcome.

Welcome to Birmingham City, Lee, his staff, and
his team. After good results against Sheffield
United and Stoke City I’'m sure we will see a great
game today.

It was great to see Pelly gain his 300th
appearance. We all love Pelly and wish him many
more games (only) in a Hatters shirt. He has been
a major character in what has been achieved and
his efforts have seen him play in all divisions bar
the Premier League (for the moment...). We all
thank him and wish him even more success.

From a personal perspective, it is wonderful

to feel the energy that you all create inside
Kenilworth Road. iFollow was a blessing for us all
in allowing us to keep supporting the lads from
our living rooms. When | was in Australia, Simon’s
commentary was always a welcome sound and
congratulations must also go to his various co-
commentators with Anthony, Benno and Forbsey
- amongst many others - really adding colour to
what we were seeing. Nevertheless, the Kenny
lacked the 12th man.

I'm sure that, like myself, you can see that the
absence of crowds led to some strange things

- home advantage vastly reduced and referee
decisions different to what you’d expect being just
two. Even after three games with noisy crowds

it's obvious that some officials are swayed by

fans in the stadium. Whether it's subliminal to
them, or they simply like playing to the crowd,
witnessing the 270 minutes so far shows that
home advantage is because of you, and you can
(and do) affect decisions. | hope that referees can
learn from the Euros and ignore everything bar the
facts, allow play to flow, and are consistent; but

in the meantime, it's not something we need to
debate anymore - YOU make a difference; YOU are
part of the team!
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When we became custodians in 2008, one of our
key objectives was about creating a family - a Club
culture - and to spread that culture amongst future
supporters. One of the greatest losses of the past
year has been the inability for us all to introduce
friends, family, and our kids to what we have built
here. Yes, media partners help, but it's not the
same and it does not capture the imagination like
being here.

How many times have we tried to explain the
atmosphere at the Kenny to friends? How many
times have we tried to tell our kids that the goal
just scored would have resulted in a deafening
roar? How many times have we tried to explain to
family that this isn’t just football and that Luton
Town is so much more?

Simply, there is nothing like a full Kenny.

It got me thinking. | thought about the people |
have introduced to Luton Town over the years.
Even those who do not follow football get hooked
by us. Years later they still text after games with

a happy or sad smiley. They start to like orange.
They don’t care about football, but they care about
us. Why?

As | travel around the country with our tremendous
away support [tipped hat to those at Oakwell who
sung so well], | rarely pick up the vibes that flood
the Kenny. No other Club has the philosophy we
have created.

Not only do the Club staff, volunteers, and
supporters’ clubs do amazing things every single
day in the community; not only do our coaches
and players engage with thousands of schoolboys
and schoolgirls every month; not only do our
management provide resources for local charities
to leverage; but all of this is done in with great
skill, courtesy, compassion, kindness...' The Luton
Way'.

We have never been just a football club and

from gaining infamy around the world for the
wrong reasons, we are now one of the most
respected clubs in the country - cited by others
as the example to follow. The same Luton who
always seem to be written-off or ignored has truly
changed the way people think in our national
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game. Just think about that...against the might of
the old boys clubs you have made a difference no
one would have thought possible 15 years ago.
Take pride!

All of you have gone quietly about your work. We
know everyone who is ‘not in the know’ always
places us as the underdog. We like that. In fact,
we don’t care what pundits, bookies, or outsiders
think. We are being our best selves and we are
proud of what we do.

People see this. They feel it. We all exude it.

When this new era started at Luton, you’d hardly
see a Luton shirt in Bedfordshire. Now, whether
it be Leighton Buzzard, Dunstable, Kempston,
Bedford, Biggleswade, or Flitwick | see boys and
girls in replica kits and it's a step change. Luton
Town touches so many, and what’s so amazing is
that this is not just the Club or the staff - it's you
too and how you spread the word. We are one
team all doing our best for the same reason...and
together we can achieve anything.

Congratulate yourselves - you have faced, and
beaten, a truly horrible year. And during that year
you have all given, supported, and cared. Together,
we continue this fabulous journey enriched in

ways we didn’t expect. Who knows where it will SI M PLY
lead us, but arm-in-arm we stand tall. We will

bring others to our cause, we will welcome those TH E R E s
who accept our high standards, we will give

compassion to those in need. We are Luton Town. N OTH WN/G

On a personal note, today | welcome Darren and
Caroline, very good friends and Caroline’s first
football match. You will sing, you will cheer, and
Caroline will feel it. | know she will leave today and
be yet another added to the Luton Army.

Sing loud and proud - you are special. Our Club is

special.
COYH!
o O —-—
LUTON TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB SINCE 1885
o | O -
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* Friendly, professional advice at the end of the phone
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THANKS THE LUTON LEGENDS!

To celebrate this season’s unique ‘Legends’ shirt,
we’re planting trees for Hatters fans. Get involved:

www.ryebridgeconstruction.com/lutonlegends
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MICK
HARFOR
A WORK
OF ART!

Words: Dan Briard

Support for Hatters legend Mick Harford has
come from wide and far and in a number of
different forms, but football fan Jayson Swift has
combined his interest and talent to create two
eye-catching painted murals in local pubs, as
well as hand drawn canvases!

Mick made it clear that he wanted to help others
and raise awareness for prostate cancer when
revealing his diagnosis last month, and Jayson
promoted his support for our assistant manager
around the community.

Despite starting his fight in December 2020, the
62-year-old has continued to perform his duties
with the same commitment and determination
fans have been so used to admiring over the
years.

It was that, and the man he is, that inspired
Jayson to produce a mural of Mick when he was
approached by The Wheelwright Arms, whom he
had previously produced work for before.

“I have always been interested in art and have
been able to draw but it wasn't until | was
approached by The Wheelwright Arms to put the
Luton badge on their wall that | had done anything
to this scale,” says Jayson.

“After that, a player was suggested and there
was only one standout candidate - Big Mick. |
put the idea on paper and Helena Dalgarno - the
pub owner - approved the image and the rest is
history!”

Mick then officially re-opened the pub and
unveiled the mural, which was fantastic for Helena
and the local punters.
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The response, Jayson admitted,
has been phenomenal and
Mick himself was said to be
‘overwhelmed’ by the mural.

Continuing, he explained: “The
Green Man at Clophill got in
touch as they wanted a different
picture of Mick on their wall and
Mick was just as pleased with
this one as he was the first one.

“After | saw the news about
Mick’s diagnosis, | saw that he
wanted to raise awareness and
| just had to do something. He
has been so gracious about
the art that | wanted to help,
so | created 34 hand drawn
canvases and Mick kindly
agreed to sign them all.

“I then sold all 34 on Facebook
within 90 minutes of the post
going up. We raised just under
£900 for Prostate Cancer UK
and raised plenty of awareness
for the charity along the way.

“So many people asked me
to pass on their best wishes
to Mick which just shows how
much he means to this town.”

After raising almost £1,000,
Jayson is keen to continue
raising money for the club or
helping to share awareness

for prostate cancer, adding: “If
there is any way | can help the
club raise money or awareness
or create some art for the club
to raise money, | am more than
happy to do so.”
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By club historian Roger Wash

While every Luton supporter and everyone at
the club and the football world in general wish
Mick a speedy recovery, today pits the Town
against one of his former clubs, Birmingham
City, where under wily manager Ron Saunders
he was played to his strengths leading to

the Hatters signing him for the first time in
December 1984.

Born in Sunderland in 1959, Mick was turned
down by his boyhood favourites and went to work
as an apprentice plumber while playing for a
local Boys Club.

Four of the team were then signed by Lincoln
City for a total £25, and it was not long before
Mick was making his League debut for the Imps
in 1977, who were then - as they are now - in the
Third Division.

Three years of steady progress at Sincil Bank led
to a big money move to Newcastle, which did not
work out (although he did score the only goal for
the Magpies in a victory at Kenilworth Road in
January 1981), followed by a move to Bristol City
and then on to Birmingham in March 1982.

At St Andrew’s, Mick joined a team that was full
of wayward personalities who came together

in an explosive mix - older supporters can
remember Mick's great friend and goalkeeper
Tony Coton, Noel Blake, Pat van den Hauwe,
Robert Hopkins and Howard Gayle in a team
that battled for each other under Ron Saunders,
himself a tough, old school centre-forward in his
playing days.

Mick’s goals kept the Blues in the top flight in

Birmingham Programme.indd 12

Lifting the Johnstone's Paint
Trophy in 2009

1981 -82 and the following season, but it was
a bridge too far in 1983-84 and as he settled
for Division Two football, a lifeline was thrown
by Luton manager David Pleat in December
1984, who had to break the bank to bring him
to Kenilworth Road for a monster (by Luton
standards) £250,000.

Mick’s time with Luton over the next five years

is written into folklore. The Hatters side of the
time was undoubtedly the best in its history,

with Mick and Brian Stein gelling superbly up
front, assisted by the likes of Ricky Hill and David
Preece in midfield, while in defence Mal Donaghy
and skipper Steve Foster formed a brilliant
partnership.

Mick was not just an old-fashioned target man as
he had silky skills on the floor, could bring others
into play, could shoot accurately with either foot
and, of course, was deadly in the air.

He was playing at a time where you needed to
stand up to the dark arts practiced by so many
of the defenders of the day, but Mick battled with
them all, not willing to give an inch.

Now at the height of his powers and playing the
best football of his career, it is a travesty that he
was awarded only two caps for England.

It may well have been that Luton were regarded
as an ‘unfashionable’ club, but when you consider
that Kerry Dixon and Mark Hateley were chosen
ahead of him, there would be no contest in the
eyes of Luton supporters and no doubt those of
Birmingham City.
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Mick bravely dives in to score against Manchester
United in 1985

After helping the club to finish a respectable 13th
in 1984-85 and finishing top scorer after playing
only half a season, he top scored again in 1985-
86 as the team finished 9th. Injured for a large
part of 1986-87 as the Town finished 7th, he was
back with a bang in the following campaign which
finished in Wembley glory when the Littlewoods
Cup was lifted.

The following season ended in disappointment
with a Wembley defeat to Nottingham Forest,
despite Mick giving the Town a first-half lead, and
with money problems starting to surface, the
£480,000 offered by Derby in January 1990 could
not be turned down.

At the Baseball Ground, Mick was still a Lutonian
at heart, as proved by the own goal he scored at
Kenilworth Road in the final game of 1990-91
which kept the Town up. Whether he meant to
score or not is open to debate, not helped by the
mischievous Mick who frequently changes his
story!

Mick’s stay at Derby was relatively short as David
Pleat, now back at Kenilworth Road, was anxious
to re-unite with the iconic forward and paid
£325,000 for his services in September 1991.

In true ‘Roy of the Rovers’ fashion Mick scored two
late goals, one of which was a glorious overhead

wTon IF TS TIMBER ITS
GODDARDS 3
ey 3

A typical Mick Harford header, netted against
Portsmouth in 1988

kick, to see off Oldham in his second coming.
Sadly, even Mick’s presence could not prevent

the Town from being relegated at the end of
1991-92, and at the start of the following season
a cheque for £300,000 took him to Chelsea.

From there Mick had spells at Sunderland and
Coventry before winding down his playing career at
Wimbledon.

Mick was now about to enter his second career.
He coached at Wimbledon and Swindon, was
assistant manager at Colchester, Milton Keynes
and Millwall, caretaker manager at Nottingham
Forest and QPR and manager of Rotherham.

It is at Luton though that Mick has enjoyed his
greatest triumphs. Lifting the Johnstone’s Paint
Trophy in 2009 at the end of a season where

a draconian 30 points were deducted, and
assuming the role of caretaker when the League
One title was lifted in 2019.

From player, coach, assistant manager, manager,
chief recruitment officer and Head of Recruitment
at Kenilworth Road, or perm any combination at
any given time, Mick is a true legend.

Come back soon, fit and well, and let us see if we
can go full circle back to when you joined the club
in the top flight in 1984.

Luton Town Football Club’s commitment is to promote inclusion and to confront and eliminate discrimination,

DISCRIMINATION

whether by reason of age, disability, gender reassignment, sex, sexual orientation, marriage and civil
partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief. People can be assured of an environment in
which their rights, dignity and individual worth are respected, and in particular that they are able to work and
watch football in an environment without the threat of intimidation, victimisation, harassment, bullying and
abuse. Should you wish to report a specific incident, please contact your nearest steward or download Kick It

Out’s free, confidential reporting app on the App Store or Google Play.
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THE OPPOSITION

The 2021/22 Sky Bet Championship season
marks Lee Bowyer’s first full season in charge at
Birmingham City, having replaced Aitor Karanka
in March.

Bowyer swapped The Valley for St Andrew’s
towards the tail end of last season, and guided the
Blues to an 18th place finish in the second tier.
Now with a transfer window and pre-season under
his belt, the 44-year-old has made his mark on the
side and will look to have a successful season this
time out.

To help stamp his own imprint on the side,
Bowyer has already brought in a number of new
faces. Chuks Aneke joined on a free transfer
from Charlton Athletic, reuniting with his former
manager. Also joining the club are Gillingham’s
Jordan Graham, Ryan Woods from Stoke City, as
well as Oliver Basey and Archie Matthews from
Sunderland and Swindon Town respectively. Loan
signings have also bolstered the Birmingham
squad, with Juan Castillo, Tahith Chong, Dion
Sanderson, and Matija Sarkic all signing
temporarily.

Last season, the Hatters were unbeaten against
Birmingham. At the Kenny, Matty Pearson’s goal
meant Luton had to settle for a draw after Lukas
Jutkiewicz’s earlier effort. In the reverse fixture
in February, Dan Potts netted the only goal of
the game as Nathan Jones’ side finished as 1-0
winners.

Birmingham Progra;
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WORDS: RYAN PAYNE

Pre-season saw the Blues take on opponents from
up and down the Football League, starting with a
3-0 win over League One side Cheltenham Town. A
1-1 draw against Barrow followed, before a 7-0 win
over a Salford City XI. They ended their pre-season
efforts with defeats to Northampton Town and
West Bromwich Albion.

But in the league campaign, Bowyer’s side got

off to the perfect start. Playing away to recently
relegated Sheffield United, Maxime Colin’s first-
half strike meant the Blues went home with all
three points on the opening day, before a 1-0
Carabao Cup first round win over Colchester. Last
Saturday they kept a third clean sheet in a row,
drawing 0-O at home to Stoke, before losing 2-0 at
home to Bournemouth on Wednesday night.
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THE GOALKEEPER:
MATIJA SARKIC

Signed on loan from Premier League side
Wolves, goalkeeper Matija Sarkic is one of the
new faces to St Andrew’s this summer.

The 24-year-old graduated from Anderlecht’s
academy, before moving to Aston Villa. During
his time at Villa Park, he had a number of loan
spells away from the club. Spells at Wigan,
Stratford Town, Havant & Waterlooville and
Livingston gave him first-team football, before
he left permanently for Wolves in 2020.
Sarkic spent the 2020/21 season on loan

in League One, playing for Shrewsbury, and
featured in 26 league games.

Birmingham Programme.indd 16

THE DEFENDER:
KRISTIAN PEDERSEN

Born in Denmark, Kristian Pedersen played

at both Benlgse IF and Ringsted IF, before
making his professional debut at HB Kage.

He spent two seasons playing regularly in

the NordicBet Liga for the club, making 58
league appearances and scoring twice. His
performances earned him a move to Germany,
signing for 2. Bundesliga side Union Berlin. He
spent two years in the German capital before
moving on. In June 2018, he made the move to
England and signed for Birmingham City. Since
his move to St Andrew’s, the Dane has been a
regular in the Blues’ defence.

THE MANAGER:
LEE BOWYER

Bowyer enjoyed a successful playing career,
remaining in the Premier League for the
majority of his career. The 44-year-old had
spells at Charlton, Leeds, Newcastle, West
Ham, Birmingham, and Ipswich. He would
eventually become manager at former

side Charlton, first as caretaker then later
permanently. Bowyer guided the Addicks to
promotion into the Championship, beating
Sunderland in the 2019 Play-Off Final. He
resigned in March 2021 and became Blues
boss following the sacking of Aitor Karanka,
guiding the Blues away from relegation.
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THE MIDFIELDER:
TAHITH CHONG

A product of the Manchester United

academy, midfielder Tahith Chong has made
16 appearances for the Red Devils in all
competitions, including five in the Premier
League. The 21-year-old does have first-team
football under his belt, spending the 2020/21
season on loan at two different clubs. He spent
the first half of last season in the Bundesliga
with Werder Bremen, and spent the second
half of the season in Belgium with Club Brugge.
In July, Chong made his first loan move in
English football, joining Birmingham. He made
his debut in the 1-0 win over Sheffield United.

WATCH OUT FOR...
JONATHAN LEKO

Making his senior debut as a 16-year-old,
Jonathan Leko progressed through the West
Bromwich Albion academy and broke into the
first-team set-up. After a handful of Premier
League appearances for the Baggies, Leko
was sent out on loan. He had spells in the
Championship with both Bristol City and
Charlton Athletic, before making a permanent
move to Birmingham in September 2020. Leko
made 34 appearances for the Blues in his
debut campaign, and will look to kick off this
season after starting last season with injury
concerns.

M O D E
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THE STRIKER:
SCOTT HOGAN

Scott Hogan impressed in non-league,
following his release from Rochdale as a
youngster. The striker had spells at Woodley
Sports, Halifax United, Stocksbridge Park
Steels, Ashton United, and Hyde. He made a
return to Rochdale in 2013, but only spent a
year with the side before he joined Brentford.
After impressing with the Bees, the 29-year-
old spent time at Aston Villa, and also had
loan spells at Sheffield United and Stoke. The
striker also joined Birmingham on loan in
January 2020, before joining permanently in
September of the same year.

19/08/2021 16:49:28
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SPORT TRAVEL

MANAGEMENT
by CTM

Corporate Travel Management (CTM) is a global
leader in business, sporis, and entertainment
travel management services.

VIST THE WEBSITE

www.travelctm.co.uk/ctm-sport

ctm

Official Travel Partner
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A HAT IN
BOTH CAMPS

Cameron Jerome joined Town this summer after

leaving Milton Keynes. Having spent five years as
a Birmingham City player, his striking talents will

be more familiar to the away supporters.

Jerome, now 35, had spells at Huddersfield,
Grimsby, Sheffield Wednesday and Middlesbrough
in his youth. He would make his pro debut aged
18 for Cardiff City in a 0-O draw against Leeds.

After two years and 27 goals in 79 appearances
in the Welsh capital, the striker made the move
to Birmingham in 2006. In his first season at St
Andrew’s he scored seven times as the Blues
finished as Championship runners-up and

won promotion into the Premier League. After
relegation and another subsequent promotion,
Jerome scored 11 Premier League goals in the
2009/10 season as City finished 9th.

The striker was also part of the side that won

the 2011 League Cup, coming on as a sub as
Birmingham beat Arsenal 2-1. After five years

and over 200 appearances in all competitions
with the club, Jerome left for Stoke City in August
2011. During his time with the Potters, the Jerome
played Europa League football and featured
regularly under Tony Pulis. The arrival of Mark
Hughes saw Jerome loaned out to Crystal Palace,
and eventually sold to Norwich City.

He would spend the next three-and-a-half-years at
Carrow Road, and was part of the Canaries side
that were Championship Play-Off winners in 2015.
A move to Derby County then followed for Jerome,
spending six months at Pride Park before moving
to Turkish side Goztepe.

He returned to English football in October 2020,
spending the 2020/21 season with Milton Keynes
and scoring 13 league goals, before swapping
Buckinghamshire for Bedfordshire to sign for

the Hatters. He opened his account on debut at
Stevenage in the Carabao Cup last week, before
appearing against West Brom and Barnsley.

LUTON TOWN (2021-PRESENT
APPEARANCES: 3
(GOALS: 1]

BIRMINGHAM CITY (2006-2011
APPEARANCES: 202

19
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Photo: Matty Pearson nets the Town
leveller through a sea of bodies
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@ Luton Town i
Sluga, Pearson, Nomngton Davies, Rea .

— Bradley, Dewsbury-Hall, Berry, Mpanzu, Lee
(Moncur), Cornick (Clark), Collins.

Birmingham City:

Etheridge, Colin, Roberts, Friend,
Hogan (Bela), Jutkiewicz, Dean,
Clarke-Salter (McGree), San Hose,
Gardner (Sanchez), Sunjic.

HATTERS 1
BLUES 1

24th November 2020. Championship.
Words: Roger Wash

The Town were sat comfortably in mid-table
following a three game unbeaten run and looked
forward to exacting revenge against a Birmingham
side who had ‘done the double’ the previous
season.

James Collins and Pelly-Ruddock Mpanzu were
back in the side and Luke Berry was about to
make his 100th start for the club as the Town
were stung by pre-match comments from Blues’
goalkeeper Neil Etheridge, who thought that the
Luton would be "battling probably towards the
bottom" again. As it turned out, Etheridge put on
a brilliant display while Collins had an evening to
forget as he spurned a number of chances.

Collins had already missed a good opportunity
when he headed a Berry cross narrowly wide when
Blues were awarded a penalty after a cross from

Birmingham Programme.indd 21

Maxime Colin hit the outstretched arm of the
sliding Elliot Lee. Lukas Jutkiewicz blasted home
from the spot.

The Town then levelled on 37 minutes when Matty
Pearson was quickest to react as a Berry corner
caused chaos in the Birmingham defence.

From then on it was virtual one-way traffic with
Rhys Norrington-Davies and the excellent Kiernan
Dewsbury-Hall putting chances on a plate for
Collins, only to be thwarted by superhuman efforts
from Etheridge.

Etheridge then tipped over a Jordan Clark
piledriver as he continued his one-man resistance
to preserve a point for his side, while at the other
end Simon Sluga had little do apart from turning
a shot from Ivan Sunjic over the bar in the closing
minutes.

A well earned point but it should have been all
three!
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The Town were promoted to
the top flight in 1974 for the
first time in 14 years. During
the intervening years they had
dropped to Division Four (now
League Two) and back again -
it was certainly never dull!

— Promotion to the top division in

i those days did not bring with it

i the untold wealth that television
money provides now and, to be

DESTINATION TIME | honest, the Town were not really

AONTH DAY YEAR HOUR MIN
AV

°
PV °

MONTH (=257 YEOR B Lo s L \‘; ready for the step-up and the

e = = 1 ] mlnl | . .

RUG || cocdi aal 15 B OO B club’s directors were worried
PRESENT TIME i about the financial impact.

Manager Harry Haslam and

his team were going to enjoy
themselves though and the
season opened to blue skies,
the green grass of a-newly
drained pitch and the white
shirts of Liverpool, who were the
first visitors to Kenilworth Road.

The Hatters scored first through
previous season’s top scorer
Barry Butlin, but Liverpool,
playing their first League game
under Bob Paisley, simply

did what they nearly always

did when falling behind. They
stepped up a gear and cruised
to victory.

Points and goals were hard to
come by for Luton early on in the
season. It was not until game
ten, with Carlisle the visitors,
that the Town recorded their
first win. lronically, the victory
was achieved without Butlin,

MEMORY
MATCH

whose transfer to Nottingham
Elljl_?rl\o/"NNTGol'l‘AA,aﬂ4C|TY 1 Forest had been finalised on

the morning of the match. The
WORDS: ROGER WASH £120,000 on offer apparently

LUTON TOWN: too good to turn down.

Barber, John Ryan, Buckley, Anderson, Faulkner, Litt,

. Without ised | d
Jim Ryan, Husband, Alson, West, Aston. TnOUEGMELORNISE Y Ear

the Town went into free-fall,
picking up only two points
from their next eleven games.
Haslam realised that he had
to do something if the Town
were not to register the lowest

BIRMINGHAM CITY

Latchford, Page, Bryant, Kendall, Gallagher,
Pendrey, Calderwood (Smith), Francis, Burns,
Hatton, Taylor

. Birmingham Programme.indd 19/08/2021 16:



number of points the top flight had ever seen and
sensed that throwing in the youngsters could not
make things worse.

The introduction of Steve Buckley-and the Futcher
twins, Paul and Ron, around Christmas turned out
to be a masterstroke as suddenly the ship began
to turn and three straight wins over the festive
period revealed the slightest chink of light at the
end of the tunnel.

The slow rise off the bottom was not without its
setbacks as there was plenty of catching up to do
but the youngsters coming through brought with
them an infectious enthusiasm that rubbed off
on the senior players. All of a sudden-supporters
started to believe the impossible.

The-Town had climbed off the bottom rung by the
end of March, following three wins in ten days,
away at Carlisle and home to Leeds and Arsenal,
which injected realistic hope with the supporters
doing their part by turning Kenilworth Road into a
cauldron which has rarely been bettered since.

Sadly, the Town came down with a-bump over
Easter, so often the graveyard of Luton Town
hopes and ambitions. In a collapse of epic

[of7 g\‘tions, the Town lost 5-0 at future champions
4 ?@

Vil owea"‘up by a 5-2 defeat at Wolves and

then 2-1 at fellow strugglers Tottenham with
the winner coming from a blatantly offside
position.

The show was now over, or so we thought, but
the next two games brought two handsome
wins leading up to the penultimate game,
away at just about safe Birmingham City.

A crowd of 28,755 was at St Andrew's to see
the Town attack from the first minute and
taking a deserved early lead when full-back
John Ryan hammered in a 30 yard free-kick.
Although Blues hit the bar soon afterwards it
was then all Luton with John Aston and Alan
West tormenting the Birmingham defence.

Birmingham Program

Photo: The Town’s second goal,
from the boot of Adrian Alston is
in the back of the net.

The second, and kKiller, goal came seconds before
the interval when Adrian Alston, who had been
recently recalled to the side after a period in

the wilderness, received the ball well outside

the penalty area before setting off on a run that
left Birmingham defenders in his wake before
smacking in a spectacular shot.

A third goal came on 48 minutes when Alston
headed an Aston corner in at the near post and
although Trevor Francis reduced the deficit on the
hour mark it was always going to be the Town’s
day when Jimmy Husband , taking advantage of

a slip by Malcolm Page, expertly chipped Dave
Latchford in the Birmingham goal.

Birmingham frustrations boiled over in the final
minute when Jim Ryan and Blues Kenny Burns
clashed, with the latter going down as if hit

by a sniper. Ryan was dismissed with Burns
immediately jumping to his feet with a smile on
his face.

Luton coach Roy McCrohan was then involved
in an angry exchange with Burns when the final
whistle sounded moments later.

The Town could only draw their last game, at home
to Manchester City, while Tottenham amazingly
thrashed Leeds 4-2 in their final outing to send us
down but it had been a brilliant half-season!
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FPM Facility Services Ltd
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FPM Facility Services provide planned and reactive maintenance to
both the private and public sector across the South East of England.

« Building Maintenance « Office Fit Out and Refurbishment « Flooring
* Electrical Contractors and Engineers * Site Pathway and Parking Maintenance
« Air Conditioning and Plumbing * Roofing Repairs

Talk to one of our team on 01582 484020

Email: service@f-p-m.co.uk Web: www.f-p-m.co.uk

FPM Facility Services Ltd "'i“E":
35-37 Hastings Street, Luton, Bedfordshire LU1 5BE (iR
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FRED ONYEDINMA

Age: 24
Place Of Birth: Lagos

Matchday routine?
Vibes!

Superstitions?
None really, I'm not that kind of person.

Biggest influence?
| would say my family because of how
much they have done for me.

Sporting hero?

Football wise it has to be Ronaldinho,
he was an unbelievable player. Away
from football, | would say Michael
Jordan.

(' QATA

4 SAIRW,

Best player you’ve played
alongside?

That’s tough. | would say Jack Powell
and Eberechi Eze. | was with both of
them at Millwall and | would have to
say those two stand out for me.

Toughest opponent?

When I'm playing, | don’t really focus
on my opponent but there is one that
stands out. When | was 17-years-old,
| came up against Maynor Figueroa
for Hull City. | guess it is an unusual
answer, but | won't forget that game
because it was really tough!

Most treasured possession?
I'm too care-free, it's not good! I'd

Birmingham Programme.indd 25

probably say my Millwall shirt when |
made my debut in the FA Cup against
Southend United. | have that framed
so | would probably say that is my most
treasured possession.

What would you do if you
weren’t a footballer?

| think | would have a couple of
businesses. Other than that, possibly
something to do with coaching or
mentoring younger children. It wouldn’t
necessarily be about football but more
life mentoring, | like the idea of helping
others.

Best stadium played at?
Wembley Stadium. Pretty obvious,
don’t need to say anymore! I've played
there three times, for Millwall against
Barnsley which we lost, then | came
on against Bradford the following
season. With Wycombe | played the full
90 against Oxford United a couple of
seasons ago.

Something people may not
know about you?

| may or may not like a bit of dancing...
but | don’t want people to know

that. You can't tell people you dance
because they never stop going on
about it! It's a hard one, maybe that I'm
left-handed. Not sure people will know
that, or care for that matter!

Favourite song?
Easy! Already Taken by Trey Songz.

Favourite film?

Planet of the apes, not the old ones
though. It has to be the most recent
one because there are a few versions!

Favourite meal?
Jollof rice is definitely my favourite.

A DK A
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OVER HALF A MILLION
SKY BET CUSTOMERS USE DEPOSIT LIMITS
TO MANAGE THEIR BETTING BUDGET.

THAT'S ENOUGH TO FILL:

6 WEMBLEYS.

201 ALLY PALLYS.

OR 8 CHELTENHAM GOLD CUP DAYS.
(THAT'S A LOT OF TWEED)

ALL GOOD BOOKMAKERS

HAVE DEPOSIT LIMITS.

SO WHOEVER YOU BET WITH,

SET AN APPROPRIATE ONE FOR YOU
AND THEN ENJOY THE SPORT.

DEPOSIT LIMITS &

THAT'S BETTING BETTER.

sky ‘bet

BeGambleAware.org® @
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Emmaus UK

I

OP Chic Boutique

3
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Loft Pens
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Sustain Furniture

Giving Football Back to
Small Business

At eBay, we know small business and
football clubs used to be like chips and
gravy, two peas in a pod - a match
made in community heaven.
Ironmongers, ship workers, spring
makers and cobblers, all formed clubs

which decades later are still prospering.

But nowadays, you’d think it was all
eyewatering transfers, Super Leagues
and mega sponsors, detached from the
humble origins of our historic clubs.

(.
BUSINESS
POWER

That’s why eBay are proud to support
300,000 small businesses who help
power EFL clubs nationwide. We’ll be
donating our advertising space to a lot

of these businesses - on match day
hoardings, around grounds and beyond -
throughout the coming season, to ensure
they can continue to thrive in our local
communities. So, join us in giving your
support to Small Business Power, because
today, they need us more than ever.

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

plumbwc

Big brands, small
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PELLY

Pelly-Ruddock Mpanzu signed on
loan from West Ham United on 28th
November 2013, and made his debut
as a centre-back for the Hatters at
Staines Town in the FA Trophy 1st
Round two days later.

It was a crowd of just 621 at
Wheatsheaf Park witnessing the goal-
less draw, but as he made his 300th
appearance for Luton at the Hawthorns
on Saturday, the total attendances

for matches in which he has featured
passed the 2 million mark.

Mpanzu was recalled by West Ham
after just a month at Kenilworth Road,
but with seven appearances without
defeat to his name, Luton were able
to sign the then 19-year-old on a
permanent basis on 28th January
2014.

Two games later and his first goal,
sorry, banger for the Club came on the
hour in the 7-0 thrashing of Hereford
United at Kenilworth Road. A lovely
team goal was finished off by Mpanzu
to make it 4-0 - after he’d been fouled
for a penalty that had been dispatched
by Jake Howells four minutes earlier.

A second goal banger of the season
was to follow at Dartford as the Hatters
came from behind to win 2-1.

It would transpire that whenever Pelly
scored the Hatters won, with the only
exception being his third Luton goal,
against Bury in August 2014, but that
was a late equaliser at Kenilworth
Road earning a point for the Town.
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RUDDOCK

Words:
Simon Pitts

That run of 19 goals in 18 unbeaten
games was ended last Saturday though
- as, despite their best efforts late

on, the Hatters couldn’t snatch a draw
after his 20th goal on his landmark
appearance.

[Just in case anyone is wondering the
record for scoring and not losing is
held by Stuart Fleetwood who netted
27 goals in 23 games
during his time at Luton,
with 19 wins and 4 draws]

Having started his Luton
career playing non-
League football, Mpanzu
won his first promotion
at the end of his debut
2013/14 season as

the Hatters returned

to the Football League,
and then there were
consecutive promotions in
2017/18 and 2018/19
as Luton reached the
Championship.

His first goal at this level
came against Bristol City in
the 3-0 victory in October
2019, and at that stage it
was 15 goals in 4 different
Leagues!

Mpanzu is now 23rd in the
all-time of appearances for
Luton - it’s just another
326 appearances to claim
that No.1 spot Pelly!
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JOINED ON LOAN: 28/11/13. SIGNED: 26/01/2014
APPEARANCES: 300. PROMOTIONS: 3
GOALS: 20. ONLY BANGERS

19/08/2021 16:50:52



Birmingham Programme.indd 31 19/08/2021 16:50:



HELP GORGEOUS GEORGE

WE NEED TO
RAISE £500K
FOR
LIFESAVING
TREATMENT

ONE SMALL BOY, ONE BIG FIGHT

GEORGE IS 12 YEARS OLD AND
HAS BEEN DIAGNOSED WITH AN
AGGRESSIVE BRAIN TUMOUR. THE
FAMILY ARE DESPERATELY
TRYING TO RAISE FUNDS TO HELP
GEORGE GET PIONEERING
TREATMENT ABROAD NOT
AVAILABLE IN THE UK

To read his full story and
donate please visit:

www.gofundme.com/
gorgeousgeorgeonebigfight

isgeorge_onebigfight
@ georgeonebigfight
@georgeibigfight
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~ ~BRINGING YOUR BRAND TO A
/ 5! WIDE & ENGAGED AUDIENCE

FIND OUT 4BOUT OUR PERIMETER

LED BOARD PACKAGES. CONTACT
THE COMMERCIAL TEAM TODAY

01582 411622
commercial@lutontiown.co.uk

T: Shelley Sandzer

2: Subash Karawadrad
&Tiro Partners

SUBASH G. P. Quoreenton
(Ductwork) Limited

KARAWADRA

Developng and fr the futureof the UK

melvyn westwood
BOOK-KEEPING & ACCOUNTS

8: Melvyn Westwood

10: Crannall & 15: Taylor French

Thermal Economics

11: Crossco Luton Ltd

9: Pictons Solicitors

crannull’~

Ligpmaty

Pictons SR s

SOLICITORS LLP

Developments Ltd

INJIQO

residential

16: Prestige Design 17: Hardall International Ltd | 18: CME Heating Ltd 19: Markyate Precision
Machining Co Ltd

m Waste

—I -~ ‘ EME SIMON

Prestige
LITCHFIELD

Design & WorkwespLtd

MARKYATE PRECISION
MACHINING CO LTD.

21: Simon Litchfield &
Jensan Ltd
J

24: Matchday Box 25: Ryebridge Construction

' Heating Ltd
23: M&S Water Services 26: Editquest Electrical

)

22: Dot Group International

group FEMES PoWryebridge  Editavest

Ok
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: Cawleys

REACH YOUR RECYCLING
GOALS WITH CAWLEYS

» Plastic recycling

» Paper and card recycling

» Glass recycling

» Wood recycling

» Food and coffee waste

» General waste

» Hazardous waste management

» Skip hire (business and domestic)

Call 0845 260 2000

Email info@cawleys.co.uk

Visit Cawleys.co.uk
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AGAINST |

DISCRIMINATION

- .Football is a game of many opinions, but
" there is one that we must all share. There is
no place for discrimination in our game. If
you do not agree, then you are not welcome.

If you see or hear discrimination in this
stadium, please report it to the nearest
steward or via the Kick it Out App.

Because we are all

#TogetherAgainstDiscrimination

Download the Kick it Out app for free from your app store. EFL.com
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KIT SPONSOR

ELIJAH ADEBAYO

AMARI'I BELL

LUKE BERRY

To find out more information
about kit sponsorships,

contact our commercial
team on 01582 411622

SONNY BRADLEY

H: WHOSH A Available H: WHOSH H: Keens Shay Keens
| A: SAM Beast A: Available A: Available A: Bobbers Travel Club
Consulting Ltd T: Available T. Available T. Available
T: Dean Kemp
JAMES BREE REECE BURKE ALLAN CAMPBELL JORDAN CLARK
H: Available H: Kelchner Brewery H: Bartham Group H: Chris & Alex Browne
A Holly Valentine A Available A: Kelchner Pubs A: Tommy Lennon
T. Available T. Available T. TP Extrusions Ltd N T Available
HARRY CORNICK DANNY HYLTON HARRY ISTED CAMERON JEROME
: Lady Bowthorpe H: Available H: Available H: DLA Driving School
: Kelly Knight A Available A Available A Available
: Scandinavian T. Available G: Available T. Available
Hatters
/|
PETER KIOSO ELLIOT LEE TOM LOCKYER

HENRI LANSBURY

H: Available
A: Available
T. Available

CARLOS MENDES GOMES

: ABS Thermal
Insulations
: Available

. Available

PELLY-RUDDOCK MPANZU

g H: Available
A: Available
"W T: Available

ADMIRAL MUSKWE

H: SAM Beast
Consulting Ltd
A Available
T. Available

KAL NAISMITH

H: 1981 Events

A Ben Gray

T. Available
)

FRED ONYEDINMA

H: Tradeline
Recruitment Ltd
A: WHOSH
T. SAM Beast
I Consulting Ltd

GABRIEL OSHO

H: In Memory of
Nick Meadows

A Available

| T. Available

|

)|
DION PEREIRA

H: H Block
Con Clubbers
: Available
: Available

A: Bobbers Travel Club

H: Tim Fordham
’ T: lan, Linda & Joe
) |

GLEN REA

S H: Available
A Available
T: Available

{

JAMES SHEA

H: Available
A Available
Available

SIMON SLUGA

DAN POTTS
gy | H: Maddie Knight

: Available

: Available

NATHAN JONES

H: Julian Hyde
A: LTFC Fool
T. Available

H: Available
A Available
G: Available

H: Available

A Available

G: Jo Mentoply &
John Wheeler

H: Thompsons
Chartered
Accountants
Bedford

A Available

MICK HARFORD PAUL HART SIMON PARSELL CHRIS COHEN
H: Available H: Bobbers Travel Club H: Available
A Available A Available A Available
H: Available H: Available

H: Available
A Available
H: Available
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DYLAN
BHUNDIA

‘Athleticism’. It’s become a bit
of a buzzword at Kenilworth
Road in relation to the
Hatters' recruitment drive

this summer, but what does it
mean and how does ‘adding
athleticism’ translate into the
implementation of a style of
play that yields more points?

At its core, athleticism
represents a player’s ability to
physically compete with their
opponent. So, Luton’s desire to
‘add athleticism’ to the squad
during the summer window
means that Nathan Jones wants
his side to be more physically
competitive.

Athleticism encapsulates several
different aspects of a player’s
physical attributes: an ability to
out-strength an opponent, being
quicker, being fitter, having good
balance and the dynamism to
rapidly change direction.

With the Hatters still operating
on a budget towards the bottom
end of the Championship,

there are potential trade-offs to
focusing on recruiting athletic
players - perhaps, but not
necessarily, to the detriment

of technical ability or decision
making.

Nonetheless, athleticism has
proved to be a key aspect of
Luton’s recruitment, so what

are the ideas that the Hatters'
recruitment team have based
this emphasis on athleticism
around that they feel will
translate into a playing style that
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can improve on last season’s strong 12th-
placed finish?

Jones constantly speaks about the need for
his team to ‘do the basics’ properly. What are
these basics? Winning 1v1 duels, first balls,
second balls, stopping crosses and being
aggressive enough to deny the opposition
time in dangerous areas.

Being a more athletic team aids all (and
much more) of these aspects of defending
‘properly’ and allows Luton to press higher
up the pitch, imposing themselves on their
opponents and controlling games to a greater
degree.

The Hatters usually set up man-marking the
opposition midfield, and therefore this system
requires players who are athletic enough

to handle isolated 1v1 battles - someone
like Jacob Butterfield, a technically fantastic
player with a great range of passing, might
struggle with this, whilst new-signing Allan
Campbell is athletically able to cope with the
style of play that Jones wants to implement,
perhaps without offering the same technical
quality as Butterfield.

Where athleticism greatly improves Luton is in
the moments after they immediately win the
ball. With the likes of Elijah Adeabyo, Harry
Cornick and Fred Onyedinma leading from the
front, Luton can get the ball forward quickly
either by driving forwards 1v1 orlooking for
runners in behind, and the athleticism added
to the squad will help the Hatters to score
more goals within these phases of the game.

Luton have recruited to a style of play where
they want to be more front footed and able to
get the ball forward with greater speed. The
key here is coherence - Jones hasa vision
for how he wants his team to play and Luton
have recruited players who fit that vision, with
adding athleticism being pivotal in achieving
that.

www.lItfcanalysis.wordpress.com
Twitter - @dylan_bhundia
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KIT SPONSORS

DEVELOPMENT SQUAD

To find out more information about
kit sponsorships, contact our

commercial team on 01582 411622

T@ ADDY SAM BECKWITH AIDAN FRANCIS-CLARKE JAMESON HORLICK
H: Available H: Available H: Available H: Available
A Available A Available A Available A Available
T: Available i T: Available T: Available G: SGW Goalkeeping

AVAN JONES

ED MCJANNET

MATT MOLONEY

H: Available

JOSH NEUFVILLE

TYRELLE NEWTON

: Les Miller - Miller &

CALLUM NICOLSON

H: Gill, Julie, Neil &

H: Available

A Available Company Yvonne A Available
T: Available : Available ol A Bobbers Travel Club i T: Available
. Available T. Available

COREY PANTER

H: Jackie Neufville H: Available H: Liz Evans H: Available
A Available A Available A Available A Available
T. Available T: Available T. Available T. Available
JAKE PECK CASEY PETTIT BEN STEVENS BEN TOMPKINS
H: Available H: Gill, Julie, Neil & H: Available = H: Available
A: Available Yvonne A Available ¥ .l A: Available
T: Available A: TV Sports Blogs T. Available s L,.j T: Available
T. Available ”_n

YOUTH TEAM

JOSH ALLEN

JAKE BATESON

SAM BENTLEY

JAKE BURGER

H: Available
A: Available
T: Available

EDDIE CORBIT

I H: Available
A Available
T: Available

JACOB COWLER

H: Available
A Available
T. Available

OLIVER HEMLIN

— = H: Available
o A Available
B T. Available

ARCHIE HERON

OLIVER LYNCH

RIO MARTUCCI

H: Available
A Available
o T. Available

MILLAR MATTHEWS-LEWIS

H: Available H: Available 3 H: Available
A: Available A Available . A Available
T: Available 2 T: Available T. Available

DARCY MOFFAT

= H: Available H: Available H: Available H: Available
A Available | A Available A Available A Available
T. Available B T: Available T. Available T. Available
ZAC NELSON JOSH ODELL JACOB PINNINGTON JOSH SWAN ADAM WEDD
R H: Available H: Available 2 H: Available H: Available H: JB Associates
A: Available A Available ? Available A Available A Available
) T Available T. Available T Available ) T Available T. Available
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ACADEMY
UPDATE

Andy Awford

U21s

Since my last notes the Development Squad

have enjoyed two away tests at Charlton Athletic

& Colchester United. A fine display saw us beat
Charlton 4-0 and then a young side went down

5-2 at Colchester. Both games offered up plenty of
learning for the players on duty and we continue
to mix things up with trips to Biggleswade Town on
Tuesday and Slough Town the following week.

Congratulations to Ed McJannet, pictured, who
has been in Hungary this week for two games with
the Republic of Ireland U18s, and no doubt he will
have represented the club and himself with pride,
having been chosen as captain. Well done Ed.

Good luck to Jake Peck as he begins his loan in
National League South with Concord Rangers.

Ui8s

The Youth Team bounced back in a positive way
beating Stevenage 2-1 at the weekend, following
an opening day defeat. Goals from Josh Allen &
Oliver Lynch did the damage in the first half and

a controlled, disciplined second half performance
saw us see the game out well.

We took on Cambridge United this morning at our
new matchday venue over at The Bedford Campus
of Bedfordshire University. We are extremely
grateful to our colleagues at the University for
hosting our fixtures this season and look forward
to enhancing the positive relationship we've built.

Next weekend we host Gillingham at the uni and
with spectators now permitted, it would be great to
see a few of you over there to cheer the boys on.

Staff

Finally, I would like to wish James Townsend
(Under 15/16s Coach) the very best of luck
following his departure from The Academy.

James moves on to West Ham United, having been
with us for the past 9 seasons, whereby he has
been a solid, reliable and important member of
our team.
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Book direct and avoid paying a
booking fee at thameslinkrailway.com

Proudly supporting Luton Town Football Club Th L. k/
*F d is based Weekend Super Off Peak
Day Return ket rom Luon to London Thamasin WE'RE WITH YOU
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JAN\ESON
HORLICK

How did you get into football?

| got into football at a young age which started at
school, going in on Saturday mornings with my
dad and playing around. Moving on from that with
my first team at Enfield Rangers, had fun there
and blossomed into football. Moved to Woodside,
played a couple seasons with them. Played other
forms of football like futsal, went far into that and
then managed to get picked up by Luton for a six-
week trial and then here [ am.

Do you have a matchday routine?

| don’t really get too much into routines because
| feel like if one thing goes wrong, my head will go
and that is the end of it. | try to stay away from
routines, the only thing | do is strap up my wrists
at the start of the game.

Who is your favourite footballer and why?

Being a goalkeeper and getting into it, | would say
Joe Hart is my favourite footballer. | looked up to
him as a role model when [ first started out and
even more so with the work he has done now with
podcasts and helping younger players.

What music are you into?

| just listen to everything and anything. If | enjoy
what is on then | will listen to it but if not, I'll skip
it!

Favourite film?

Similar to music really, there is a lot of different
ones, it is always pick and mix. If | had to choose,
probably Wolf of Wall Street.

What do you do to relax?

Just kick my feet up! I managed to grab a PS5 so
I'm playing Warzone. If I'm not doing that then I'm
watching Netflix.

Biggest fear?

I'm not the biggest fan of hospitals, I'm not really
sure why but that is the closest thing | have to a
fear.

Birmingham Programme.indd 41

If you had to have a superhero power,
which one would you choose?

| feel like being able to move things with
your mind would be quite good. I'm not
sure if I'd want to read minds though and
then think ‘I didn’t want to know that!’

If you were stuck on a deserted island,
what is the one thing you’d bring with
you?

I'm a big fan of food so some kind of food
to keep me going, probably a packet of
digestives! That will keep me sorted!

O
>
=
70
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PLAYING
COMPETITIVELY IN

.JACADEMY

2021 - 2022 SEASON

communTY  FOOTBALL BTEC Programme
FOR U6 BOYS AND GIRLS

L3 BTEC in Sport and Exercise Science (3 A Levels)
Full-time Student Athlete Development

%A 1L ‘-\

COMBINING —
EDUCATION Up to 15 hours of football training/

games per week representing
Luton Town FC in the CEFA and SCFYL
leagues watched by Luton Town FC
Head of Academy Recruitment.

Select numbers per age group to
maximise individual development
and game time opportunities.

Achievable Football and Education
pathways and opportunities after
completing the programme.

FIND OUT MORE ONLINE:
(©) @lutontownbtec

www.lutontowncommunity.co.uk/

bteceliteacademy/
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FULL-TIME YEAR 11
LEAVERS EDUCATION
& FOOTBALL PATHWAY
FOR BOYS & GIRLS

BTEC Sport + A Level Options with
fulltime training and games in the
EFL CEEFA Leagues!

We hope all of our Year 11 leavers were happy
with their GCSE results last week and looking
forward to the new season playing in the EFL
CEEFA League.

Our existing squads have been training hard
during pre-season at our Ely Way Training Ground
and this has allowed further trialists to join in

our open sessions. If you're still undecided on
plans for your education from September and are
interested in a sports qualification, then as a year
11 leaver you should initially go to our website to
begin applying for a place:
www.lutontowncommunity.co.uk/
bteceliteacademy and then email
btec@Iutontown.co.uk to find out about joining a
training session.

Our elite academy programme for both girls and
boys squads is spread across three sites, with
education at the Chalk Hills Sixth Form, games
and training at our Ely Way Training Ground and
practical gym and swim sessions at Active Luton’s
Lewsey Sports Village.

There will be 4 blocks of classroom work, 4
blocks of football training including games every
Wednesday against other EFL Clubs and two
blocks at Lewsey Sports Centre. Each block
represents a morning or afternoon.

The elite boys and girls programme is designed
for those Yr 11 leavers who want to take a sports
qualification whilst receiving a full-time football
training programme. Additional GCSE support is
available in Maths and English. Football training
sessions and gym sessions will work around your

study on a full time daily basis with our Luton Town

Birmingham Programme.indd 43

FC coaching staff from the Trust.

This gives players the opportunity to
progress into the professional or semi-
professional game or a career in the
sports industry, as well as preparing
them to move onto university or USA
Scholarships . The scheme is open to
students who are this year's 11 leavers.

If you are a year 11 leaver and wonder
- is this for me? Then if you meet one of
the following this course could be for you:

¢ | have played a good standard
of competitive football

e | am keen to study sport and
achieve a qualification

e | want to start a career in
football, sport or leisure
management

e | want to continue my
education blending football &
sport.

You can follow us on Instagram at
lutontownbtec or visit our website for
further information or to apply for a place
at www.lutontowncommunity.co.uk/
bteceliteacademy

43
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Defy

expectations
5
We have Clearing o
places available
You can call us
on ~

or visit

‘,.‘ University of
Bedfordshire
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| BUILDING PRIDE.

Our work is a part of us. That's why we
take pride in every job we do.

From house builds and renovations
to specialised commmercial
construction, we consistently
deliver the highest guality for our
customers. We offer a complete
turn-key design service,
starting with a no-fee
consultation

Call us to find out more

0800 978 8971

dts-construction = info@dts-construction.solutions
solutions 7z www.dts-construction.solutions

- KNOCK-OUT JOINERY

High Quality Bespoke Timber Joinery
for your home and business

Z AR,

PROMO AUG 19 - 10%DISCOUNT
(present this voucher)

5 Chapel Street Luton LU12SE www.knockoutjoinery.co.uk
Open 7 days a week. : 01582 720276 - 07956 805853
: : . ASK US ABOUT OUR EXCLUSIVE
storage_clothing [] storage clothing Itd . ‘MAD HATTER" DISCOUNT

Luton Sponsored By Sporting Ads A

19/08/2021 16:54:53

Birmingham Programme.indd 46



Fascia & Glazing

RANGE OF UPUC FASGIA
AND GLAZING PRODUCTS

Fascia & Glazing Supplies Ltd

3-4 Abhotswood Parade Abhotswood Rd Luton LU2 OLK

Email: sales@fasciaandglazing.co.uk

YOU ARE LIMITLESS

To reward (in our opinion) the best fans in the world
we are offering an exclusive

5% discount to Hatters fans!
Code: LUT5 into any product on

www.bloodsweatandgainz.com

CW Fishing
Supplies Ltd

‘Your local

fishing tackle and
camping retailer’
‘Visit our website

www.cwfishingsupplies.co.uk
for over 300 products’

Dunstable, LU5 5BQ
07922 902216

Est 1999

1N

All aspects of first and second
fix carpentry undertaken including:
kitchen and bathroom fits;
door hanging;

bedroom fits; {

. staircases.
1

Martin Tommey
Carpenter & Joiner

07968756180
homerenovations44@gmail.com
https://fbo.me/homerenovations44

Luton Sponsored By Sporting Ads /A&
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ANTI-BACTERIAL
HAND SANITISER

WORLD’S NO.1HYGIENE SOAP BRAND*

@f supports skin immunity

@ quick dry

BISH
BISH
E30SH

99.9% OF VIRUSES

Total

with Vitamin B3

)

FICIAL HYGIENE PARTNER

Effective against a range of viruses including coronavirus. Use biocides safely. Always read the label and product information before use.
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TODAY’S MASCOTS
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NAME: Zachary Flecknell NAME: Jacob Davis NAME: Jack Howkins
AGE: 8 AGE: 7 AGE: 11
HOBBIES: Football, swimming and HOBBIES: Playing football, riding bike, HOBBIES: Football, Cricket and
playing with mates Nerf and playing with friends Computer games
FAVOURITE PLAYER: Sonny Bradley FAVOURITE PLAYER: Pelly-Ruddock FAVOURITE PLAYER: Fred Onyedinma

Mpanzu

NAME: Charlie Howkins NAME: Oliver England NAME: Ronnie Cox

AGE: 11 AGE: 12 AGE: 8

HOBBIES: Football, Cricket and HOBBIES: Playing football for HOBBIES: Football, FIFA and
Computer games Maulden Magpies U13. Playing golf Taekwondo

FAVOURITE PLAYER: Harry Cornick FAVOURITE PLAYER: Elijah Adebayo FAVOURITE PLAYER: Fred Onyedinma

BIRMINGHAM CITY TINYSTATS
Formed: 1875

Stadium: St Andrew's
Capacity: 29,409 )
Last season: 18th (Ch)

Head to head with Luton: (
Luton wins - 12

Draws - 19 -
~f ; Birmingham wins - 24 ‘*
RégEl:sFinlayJackson Manager: Lee Bowyer | 2

HOBBIES: Playing FIFA
FAVOURITE PLAYERS: Pelly-Ruddock
Mpanzu

19/08/2021 16




. Birmingham Programme.indd 50

3 LUTON TOWN
0 PETERBOROUGH UTD

Kenilworth Road | Saturday 7th August 2021
Sky Bet Championship

Luton: Sluga; Bree, Osho, Naismith (C), Bell;
Campbell, Mpanzu (Lansbury 85); Cornick
(Muskwe (78), Clark, Onyedinma (Mendes
Gomes 82); Adebayo

Peterborough: Pym; Kent (Edwards 69),
Thompson, Beevers (C), Butler; Ward, Grant,
Knight (Hamilton 62), Tomlinson (Randall 58);
Szmodics; Clarke-Harris.

Scorers:
Town - Adebayo 30, Cornick 68, Onyedinma 71

"It was a dream
debut and I’m just
delighted for.the
win, it couldn’t have
gone any better. We
wanted to get'the
goals, not feel'sorry
for them and wanted
to punish them, and
I think we did that

well."

FRED ONYEDINMA
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O BARNSLEY
1 LUTON TOWN

Oakwell - Tuesday 17th August 2021
Sky Bet Championship

Barnsley: Collins; Sibbick, Helik, Kitching;
Brittain, Palmer (Halme 90), Benson, Styles;
Oduor (Cole 56), Frieser (Adeboyejo 75),
Woodrow (C).

Luton: Sluga; Bree, Kioso, Lockyer (Osho 88),
Naismith (C), Bell; Lansbury, Mpanzu; Muskwe
(Rea 90); Adebayo, Jerome (Cornick 69).

Scorers:
Town - Bell 4

Birmingham Programme.indd 53

"l gave them a rocket
on the weekend, but
they deserve all the
accolades they are
going to get tonight.
Another wonderful
win away from home,
so proud of them and
that one was for Big
Mick."

NATHAN JONES
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@
mimram

EFFICIENT, EFFECTIVE, ENGINEERING SOLUTIONS

A winning team providing efficient,
effective, engineering solutions for all of
your electrical and mechanical
requirements.

www.mimramservices.com

01582 568212

Unit 27, Sundon Industrial Estate
Dencora Way
Luton
LU3 3HP

Proud supporters of our local team

Birmingham Programme.indd 54
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ECL

ECL Civil Engineering Ltd

ECL Civil Engineering Ltd
are proud to
support our local team

5
CL

Zngineering Ltd

civils.co.uk

=2 . | Vanquish House, Wolseley Road,
Woburn Road Industrial Estate,
Kempston, Bedfordshire MK42 7EF
Telephone: 01582 579812
Website: www.eclcivils.co.uk
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FIXTURES 2021-22

e ==
s =2|g| |S £|g =
=zIS kS ERE= =
EHHE e
DATE | TIME H/A | OPPOSITION 2 & E S 4 |5 7
AUGUST
Sat7 | 3.00pm | H | F gh United W3-0 |10,019 | 1,032 2 | -] 1y ° |1a 1
Tue 10 | 7.45pm | A | Stevenage (Carabao CupR1)| D 2-2* R . a [3
Sat 14 | 3.00pm | A | West Bromwich Albion L23 123,283 1,433 | 11 |- |- |1 |- |- | 1 d
Tue17 | 7.45pm | A | Bamsley W10 [12,999 [748 3 --[-1-1- c |ay <y
Sat21 | 3.00pm | H | Birmingham City
Sat 28 | 3.00pm | H | Sheffield United
SEPTEMBER
Sat11 | 3.00pm | A | Blackburn Rovers
Wed 15| 7.45pm | A | Bristol City
Sat 18 | 3.00pm | H | Swansea City
Sat25 | 3.00pm | A | AFC Bournemouth
Wed 29| 7.45pm | H | Coventry City
OCTOBER
Sat2 | 3.00pm | H field Town
Sat16 | 3.00pm | A | Millwall
Tue19 | 7.45pm | A | Derby County
Sat 23 | 3.00pm | H | Hull City
Sat30 | 3.00pm | A | Preston North End
NOVEMBER
Wed2 [ 7.45pm | H [ Mi gl
Sat6 | 3.00pm | H | Stoke City
Sat20 | 3.00pm | A | QPR
Tue 23 | 7.45pm | A | Nottingham Forest
Sat 27 | 3.00pm | H | Cardiff City
DECEMBER
Sat4 | 3.00pm | A | Blackpool
Sat11 | 3.00pm | H | Fulham
Sat18 | 3.00pm | A | Reading
Sun 26 | 3.00pm | H | Bristol City
Wed 29| 7.45pm | A | Swansea City
JANUARY
Sat1 | 3.00pm | A | Coventry City
Sat15 | 3.00pm | H | AFCB {
Sat22 | 7.45pm | A | Sheffield United
Sat29 | 3.00pm | H | Blackburn Rovers
FEBRUARY
Sat5 | 3.00pm | A | Peterborough United
Tue8 | 7.45pm | H | Barnsley
Sat12 | 3.00pm | A | Birmingham City
Sat19 | 3.00pm | H | West ich Albion
Wed 23| 8.00pm | A | Stoke City
Sat 26 | 3.00pm | H | Derhy County
MARCH
Sat5 | 3.00pm | A | Middlesbrougt
Sat12 | 3.00pm | H | QPR
Wed 16| 7.45pm | H | Preston North End
Sat19 | 3.00pm | A | Hull City
APRIL
Sat2 | 3.00pm | H | Millwall
Sat9 | 3.00pm | A [} ield Town
Fri15 | 3.00pm | H | Nottingham Forest
Mon 18| 3.00pm | A | Cardiff City
Sat 23 | 3.00pm | H | Blackpool
Sat30 | 3.00pm | A | Fulham
MAY
Sat7 | 3.00pm | H [ Reading N e e \

KEY: " Starting XI /= Substitute * Unused sub y: yellow card r: red card p: penalty scorer *: penalty missed *: lost 0-3 on penalties
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SLUGA

ISTED

MUSKWE

BELL

0SHO

BECKWITH
JEROME
JONES

MCJANNET

SUB TIMES
d* | L# | 0# | GOAL TIMES

L b c . c |1b| a . 7882 (85| - | - | - [30,6871

b cle ib la| | ¢ |72]72|79| - |- | - |25%4
i . 1]b|-]c¢ yc|afa|h y d 46 |60 | 74 89| - | - |2 36,66170,98
I * | b el |y ye|1|h a 69/88/90| - | - | - |4

REST IN PEACE, DUNCS

Luton Town are sorry to announce the death of
one of its most loyal and ardent supporters.

After a short battle with pancreatic cancer, Paul
Duncan (affectionately known as Duncs) passed
away on 17th June 2021, aged 53.

Duncs attended his first Luton game with his dad
Brian at the age of seven. After that he rarely
missed a game and will be remembered for his
photographic memory of all things Luton - he
could describe past games going back years in
absolute detail.

Another good one gone too soon, he will be sadly
missed. COYH.

KEY: IJ: Out on loan | <1: Left club | Team name colour: Carabao Cup Match | Team name colour: FA Cup Match
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SHEFFIELD UNITED | 28.08.21 | KO 3PM

NICKNAME: THE BLADES

LAST SEASON: 20TH IN THE PREMIER LEAGUE
FOLLOW THEM ON TWITTER: @SHEFFIELDUNITED
COLOURS: RED & WHITE SHIRTS, BLACK SHORTS
GROUND: BRAMALL LANE

MANAGER: SLAVISA JOKANOVIC

WHO?

The Blades won promotion from the Championship in 2019,
just two years after winning the League One title, before
surpassing all expectations on their return to the Premier
League after 12 years by securing a top half finish. The Blades
were relegated from England’s top division last season, with
long-serving boss Chris Wilder leaving the club and former
two-time Championship promotion winner Slavisa Jokanovic
taking the reins at Bramall Lane. The Yorkshire club have
endured a difficult start to life back in the second tier, failing to
score in their opening three matches and losing 1-0 at home to
Birmingham and 4-0 away at West Brom, with a goalless draw
at Swansea sandwiched in-between.

GROUND?

Bramall Lane initially played host to Sheffield F.C. from 1873-
1884, before becoming Sheffield United’s home ground when
the club was founded in 1889. The stadium has undergone
numerous expansions over the years, and currently has a
capacity of 32,050.

HAVEN’T WE MET BEFORE?

The two sides last met in April 2006 in a Championship fixture
at Kenilworth, with Michael Tonge’s injury time equaliser
stealing a point for the Blades. The Hatters have an inferior
head-to-head record since the two teams first met in 1937,
winning 15 and losing 18 against their South Yorkshire oppo-
nents, with 9 draws.

KNOWING ME, KNOWING YOU
Current Sheffield United wing-back Rhys Norrington-Davies
joined the Hatters on loan at the start of last season before
moving to Stoke City on loan in January, whilst former Hatter
Martin Cranie arrived at Kenilworth Road in 2019 after winning
promotion to the Premier League with the Blades.

Words: Dylan Bhundia
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LUTON TOWN PLAYER STATISTICS

o, |2 sson CAREER
= | LEAGUE cup TOTAL CARDS | TOTAL
PSS | APPS 6 |APPS |6 | APPS 6 . APPS | 6

Elijah Adebayo 3 0) 1 0 |0 3 (0) 1 1 0 21 6
‘Sam Beckwith 0 (V] 0 1 (U Y 1 0) 0 |o 0 1 0
Amari'i Bell 3 ) 1 0 © 0 |3 0) 1 0 0 3 1
Luke Berry 0 ) 0o lo0 © 10 o © Jo Jo |o 122 14
Sonny Bradley 0 ) 0|0 [ W (V) 0 |o 0 131 3
James Bree 3 | o oo J@m]o |3 | o |1 ]o |[n 1
Reece Burke 0 ) 0o lo0 © 10 |0 0 0 |o 0 0 0
Allan Campbell 2 | © oo m]o]2 |@w o1 o |3 0
Jordan Clark 2 0) 0 0 |0 2 0) 0 0 0 a1 3
Harry Conick 2 |l J2fo |w]of2 @ |21t ]o | |2
Danny Hylton o | o oo |o]o o © oo o |8 58
Cameron Jerome 1 4} 0 1 [V I ) 1 0 0 3 1
Peter Kioso [ ) o |1 |o]o |2 @ oo fo |6 0
Henri Lansbury 1 @ 0 1 o]0 |2 U] 0 2 0 4 0
Elliot Lee o | o o |t |o]o |1 © oo o |12 30
Tom Lockyer 1 (V) 01 © 10 |2 © 0o Jo Jo |2 0
Carlos Mendes Gomes 0 1) 0 1 |0 1 (1) 0 0 0 2 0
Pelly-Ruddock Mpanzu 3 0) 110 © 10 |3 0 1 0 0 301 20
Admiral Muskwe 1 @ 0 1 o112 2 1 1 0 4 1
Kal Naismith 3 | o oo |m]o |3 © oo o |2 1
Fred Onyedinma 2 (0) 1 0 oo 2 (0) 1 0 0 2 1
Gabriel Osho 2 m 0 1 © 10 |3 ) 0 2 0 5 0
Dion Pereira 0 0 [ o fo 1 0 0 0 2 0
Dan Potts 0 ) 0olo oo fo ) 0 0 0 176 1
Glen Rea 0 (1) 0 1 o]0 |1 1) 0 1 0 196 8
James Shea 0o | o ot |@]o |1 © oo o |8 0
Simon Sluga 3 0 [ Y © 10 |3 (U] 0 0 0 8 0

2021-22 CHAMPIONSHIP TABLE
# Team L] w L] L F A ) Pts
1 West Bromwich Albion 3 2 1 0 9 4 5 7
2 Fulham 3 2 1 0 8 3 5 7
3 Queens Park Rangers 3 2 1 0 7 3 4 7
4 Bournemouth 3 2 1 0 6 3 3 7
5 Stoke City 3 2 1 0 6 3 3 7

Blackburn Rovers

0 3 2

E
NN - B
=

8 Coventry City 2 1 2 1

9 Cardiff City 1 0 3 2

10 | Middlesbrough 3 1 |1 1 |5 |5 0 4
11 Bristol City 3 1 1 1 5 5 0 4
12 Derby County 3 1 1 1 3 3 0 4
13 | Bamsley 3 1|1 1 |2 |2 0 4
14 | Birmingham City 3 1|1 1|1 |2 1 4
15 Peterborough United 3 1 1 1 4 6 2 4
16 Huddersfield Town 3 1 1 1 3 6 3 4
17 | Reading 3 1 |o 2 |6 |7 1 3
18| HullCity 3 1 |o 2 |4 |5 1 3
19 Millwall 3 0 2 1 3 4 -1 2
20 Swansea City 3 0 1 2 2 5 3 1
21 | Biackpool 3 [ 2 |1 |4 3 1
22| Sheffield United 3 [ 2 o |5 5 1
23 Nottingham Forest 3 0 0 3 3 6 3 0
24 Preston North End 3 0 0 3 2 7 5 0

19/08/2021 16:56:03



FOOTBALL
«=RE

utilital

JOINFOOTBALL'S
BIGGEST

Join our mission to rehome at least one million pairs of
quality football boots across the UK, to get them back
out on the pitch and stop them ending up in landfill.

ON Tp,

S ot

o Jila( . Official Partner

‘b-i-}\@ oftutonTownrc | U t| l | ta : r FOOTBALLREBOOTED.CO.UK
7BALL®

Birmingham Programme.indd 59 19/08/2021 16:56:05



NATHAN JONES

01 JAMES SHEA
02 JAMES BREE

03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
1
12
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
26
29
32
35

LUTON TOWN
FOOTBALL CLUB 2020 LTD
PHONE: 01582 411922

LUTON TOWN ONLINE & SOCIALS
WEBSITE: WWW.LUTONTOWN.CO.UK
iFOLLOW: LUTONTOWN.CO.UK/iFOLLOW
EMAIL: INFO@LUTONTOWN.CO.UK

DAN POTTS

KAL NAISMITH
SONNY BRADLEY
GLEN REA
HARRY CORNICK
LUKE BERRY
DANNY HYLTON
ELLIOT LEE
ELIJAH ADEBAYO
SIMON SLUGA

CARLOS MENDES GOMES

TOM LOCKYER
REECE BURKE

PELLY-RUDDOCK MPANZU

JORDAN CLARK
DION PEREIRA
PETER KIOSO
HARRY ISTED
ALLAN CAMPBELL
HENRI LANSBURY
FRED ONYEDINMA
ADMIRAL MUSKWE
AMARI'l BELL
GABRIEL OSHO
CAMERON JEROME
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LEE BOWYER MATCH OFFICIALS
01 NEIL ETHERIDGE
02 MAXIME COLIN fg;ﬁREB%'SBY
03 KRISTIAN PEDERSEN

ASSISTANT REFEREE 1 -
FGEORGEY HFRD ASSISTANT REFEREE 2 -
06 RYAN WOODS MICHAEL GEORGE
07 TAHITH CHONG FOURTH OFFICIAL -
09 SCOTT HOGAN CHARLES BREAKSPEAR
10 LUKAS JUKTIEWICZ
11 JEREMIE BELA

12 HARLEE DEAN

13 MATIJA SARKIC

14 JONATHAN LEKO

15 CHUKS ANEKE

17 IVAN SANCHEZ

18 RILEY MCGEE

20 GARY GARDNER

21 DION SANDERSON
23 JUAN CASTILLO

24 JORDAN GRAHAM

27 CONNAL TRUEMAN

31 CHARLIE LAKIN

34 VAN SUNJIC

40 ADAN GEORGE

44 CAOLAN BOYD-MUNCE
54 KEYENDRAH SIMMONDS

=

—_

v 1 1 y_tte
§ facebook.com/lutontown
@lifcofficial
- Juser/Officiall
@lifc_official
in www.linkedin.cs town-football-club/

19/08/2021 16:56:




