
Luton

O
FF

IC
IA

L 
M

A
TC

H
D

A
Y

 P
R

O
G

R
A

M
M

E 
•

 £
4 

•
 I

SS
U

E 
16

 v
 S

TE
V

EN
A

G
E

SA
TU

R
D

A
Y

 10TH
 JA

N
U

A
R

Y
 2026 12.30P

M

S1 Luton v Stevenage.indd   1S1 Luton v Stevenage.indd   1 07/01/2026   10:1007/01/2026   10:10



2

Taiwo Atieno Striker Taiwo 
joined the Town in March 
2010 originally on a short-
term deal. He was offered a 
new contract in September 
and scored his first goal in a 
win over Bath. A further six 
goals followed, including a 
brace against Corby in the 
FA Cup. He was released 
in February 2011 and joined 
Stevenage where he played 
just once. 

Rocky Baptiste Rocky 
signed for the Hatters in 
October 2000 after his form 
for Hayes caught the eye 
of Ricky Hill. The tall and 
skilful striker made only 
three substitute appearances 
before moving back to Hayes 
on loan in March 2001. 
He went on to a further 13 
non-league clubs, including 
Stevenage, before retiring 
in 2013. 

David Preece A much-
missed legend at Kenilworth 
Road, hugely talented 
midfielder David joined the 
Town from Walsall in 1984. 
He helped the Hatters win 
the League Cup in 1988 
and went onto make 395 
appearances in Luton 
colours before joining Derby 
in 1995. Sadly passed away 
aged just 44 in 2007.

Phil Gray Northern Ireland 
international Phil started his 
career at Tottenham before 
he joined the Hatters in 1991 
for £275,000. Departed for 
Sunderland two years later 
but after playing in France 
and the Netherlands, he 
returned to Kenilworth Road 
in 1997. Across his two 
spells he netted 53 times in 
161 appearances. 
 
 

Scott Houghton Hitchin-
born winger came through 
the academy at Tottenham, 
scoring twice against the 
Town in the top-flight. Joined 
the Hatters in 1993 but found 
first-team opportunities 
difficult, making just 22 
appearances before moving 
to Walsall in 1994. Ended his 
career with Stevenage after 
spells with Peterborough, 
Southend and Orient.

Sean Evers Sean came 
through the Town academy, 
making his debut in 1996. 
A box-to-box, all-action 
midfielder, Sean came to 
prominence during our run 
to the quarter-finals of the 
League Cup in 1998/99. 
In March 1999 the Hatters 
accepted a £500,000 bid from 
Reading after seven goals in 
69 games. Spent a spell on 
loan at Stevenage in 2002.
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Good afternoon and 
Happy New Year from us 
all at Kenilworth Road.

We return to home soil 
after our New Year’s Day 
disappointment at Exeter, 
aiming to return to the 
type of form that saw 
us win both of our home 
fixtures at the end of 

2025 against Wycombe 
and Leyton Orient.

We welcome Stevenage 
to these parts who make 
the short trip hoping to 
continue their excellent 
season to date. Alex 
Revell’s side have 
been among League 
One’s most consistent 

performers all season 
and showed us back in 
October just how much 
of a threat they are.

As we take to the pitch 
in 2026 for the first time 
here, please get behind 
the players once again 
and we look forward 
to seeing you here 

on Tuesday, against 
Swindon, and again 
next Saturday when 
we entertain another 
promotion-chasing side 
in Lincoln.

Enjoy the game. 
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I FELT IN THE SECOND HALF AGAINST ORIENT, WE 
HAD A BIT MORE OF THAT HARDENED MENTALITY. 

ONE WHERE YOU SAY ‘OKAY WE’RE GOING TO SUFFER 
AT TIMES’, AND WHERE YOU ROLL YOUR 
SLEEVES UP AND DEAL WITH IT.

4
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Jack
T H E  B O S S

WILSHERE

Good afternoon,  
happy New Year, and 
welcome back to 
Kenilworth Road for 
this League One fixture 
with Stevenage.

Since my last 
programme notes that 
weren’t affected by 
the Christmas printing 
deadlines, we have 
picked up six points 
from the last three 
games, winning twice 
here against Wycombe 
and Leyton Orient over 
Christmas before we 
headed to Exeter on 
New Year’s Day.

I was incredibly 
impressed with the 
way we secured those 
home victories. We 
spoke after the Reading 
game about having a 
mentality shift of a good 
performance, but we 
felt we needed to win 
and against Wycombe 
we did that and did 
it in style. After that 
game we knew the 
importance of back-
to-back victories in 
order to start building 
momentum and we did 
that with a very good 
display, especially in the 
first half, against Orient.

In the Orient game 
I thought we were 
excellent. Our decision-
making around when 
to play and how to 
play was exactly what 
we wanted. We took 
our goals at important 
times, and I was very 
happy with that.

It was frustrating, 
therefore, that this 
positivity was lost at 
Exeter on New Year’s 
Day. We certainly did 
not envisage such a 
disappointing start to 
2026. A big thank you 
to those of you who 
travelled. Despite the 
result your backing 
and loyalty was 
appreciated.

As I’ve said before, 
you need a different 
mentality when you 
go away from home. 
I thought we started 
the game and we took 
control, took the game 
to them and arrived  
in some dangerous 
areas. Then we allowed 
them to build a little 
bit of momentum by 
playing long balls  
which we didn’t deal 
with well enough.

It was of course 
disappointing, but we 
must remember the 
players gave a lot of 
energy in the games 
over the festive period, 
including the Reading 
game. It’s tough in this 
league and sometimes 
you just need to find a 
way. I felt in the second 
half against Orient, we 
had a bit more of that 
hardened mentality. One 
where you say ‘okay 
we’re going to suffer at 
times’, and where you 
roll your sleeves up and 
deal with it.

I made five changes at 
Exeter as we tried to 
freshen things up but I 
also understand it’s not 
easy for players to just 
come in and perform, 
especially when you 
don’t really have that 
much training time in 
this period.

We have watched it 
back and it’s frustrating 
to see where we 
couldn’t quite find our 
rhythm and why we 
could not deal with their 
aerial threat. Exeter was 
disappointing, make no 
mistake, but today gives 
us another opportunity 

to bounce back and 
continue our excellent 
recent form here at 
Kenilworth Road.

Stevenage will provide 
a stern test. Alex has 
done a terrific job this 
season and they are 
hard to beat and play 
against. They won at 
Stockport last month 
and ran Cardiff very 
close over Christmas – 
results which show we 
need to take them very 
seriously this afternoon.

Please get behind us 
this afternoon. Your 
support makes all the 
difference, especially 
here at Kenilworth Road.

We want to continue 
to make this place 
a fortress and an 
intimidating place for 
the opposition to come.

Enjoy the game.

5
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Welcome back 
everybody to Kenilworth 
Road, and a happy New 
Year to you all as we  
play our first match here 
in 2026.

We find ourselves just 
over halfway through 
the season and looking 
forward to an early kick-
off against our near-
neighbours Stevenage. 

It’s fair to say our 
opponents have been 
one of the surprise 
packages of this 
campaign so far, as 
their league position 
attests, but we start 
today’s fixture with the 
opportunity to leapfrog 
them with a win. 

That might be easier 
said than done though, 
as they showed us in the 
reverse fixture back in 
October. Their grit and 
determination proved 
too much for us that 
afternoon and, although 
we didn’t fall behind 
until relatively late in 
the game, we never 
really showed what we 
are capable of in that 
match, and it was a 
disappointing day for all 
Hatters fans.

However, I hope we can 
all get behind Jack, Chris 
and team today, crank 
up the atmosphere and 
make this old place the 
intimidating place it so 
often is for visiting teams.

Of course, the players 
also need to play their 
part and can do so by 
building on their recent 
good performances at 
home. The team had 
started to show some 
real quality during the 
festive period with 
successive 4-0 and 3-0 

wins over Wycombe and 
Leyton Orient.

So, to follow those 
encouraging displays 
with the defeat at 
Exeter was frustrating 
for everyone, as we 
failed to find the sort 
of consistency we 
will need through the 
second half this season 
if we are to succeed 
with our promotion 
ambitions. Clearly 
there were extenuating 
circumstances, with 
injury and illness robbing 
Jack of several key 
players, but he will be as 
determined as anyone to 
see a response and three 
more points today.

Off the field, my finance 
team have just completed 
the 2024/25 audit, and 
our accounts will show 
another profitable year 
with all profits reinvested 
in the business. The 
long-term strategy 
remains to succeed on 
the pitch, but we are 
nearing the point where 

full funding will be in 
place to move that pitch 
to Power Court for the 
start of the 2028/29 
season.

Transfer windows are 
always a busy time at the 
club, with the recruitment 
team working tirelessly to 
identify players that can 
improve us. However, 
clearly this will need 
to be balanced with 
departures to keep the 
wage bill on budget. The 
first of these has already 
been announced, with 
Lasse Nordås leaving 
us to join Heerenveen 
on loan. We all wish him 
every success in the 
Dutch Eredivisie.

We also welcomed 
Ethon Archer into the 
building for the first 
time since his arrival 
on deadline day in the 
summer. Ethon continued 
his development at 
Cheltenham and we’re 
excited to see the next 
steps in his career now 
fully integrated with 

Tom
B OA R D R O O M

SCHOFIELD
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the squad here. Finally, 
just before we went 
to print, we have also 
agreed a loan deal with 
Manchester City for 
exciting young forward 
Emilio Lawrence and are 
all looking forward to 
seeing what he can do 
over the second half of 
the season.

For us the winter window 
is a time for cautious 
optimism and sensible 
business. As always, 
we remain open to good 
value acquisitions, but 
we must keep in mind 
that we have several key 
players due to return 
from injury during this 
same period. The likes 
of Elijah Adebayo, Ali 
Al-Hamadi, Isaiah Jones 
and Hakeem Odoffin are 
all capable of cementing 
a place in the matchday 
squad but have yet to 

have the opportunity this 
season. By the end of 
this window, we remain 
confident that we will 
have a squad more than 
capable of promotion 
from this division at the 
end of the season.

With Christmas now 
behind us, we are busy 
compiling our financial 
results for the half-year 
to date. This work will 
conclude at the end of 
January, and we will then 
turn our attention  
to updating our long- 
term business plan  
once the transfer  
window has closed. 

A key part of this plan 
relies on the unwavering 
support of you, our loyal 
supporters. In League 
One, and indeed the 
Championship, gate 
receipts remain a key >>

THE LONG-TERM 
STRATEGY REMAINS 

TO SUCCEED ON THE PITCH, 
BUT WE ARE NEARING 
THE POINT WHERE FULL 
FUNDING WILL BE IN PLACE 
TO MOVE THAT PITCH TO 
POWER COURT FOR 
THE START OF THE 
2028/29 SEASON.

Here’s to seeing more celebrations like 
this at Kenilworth Road this afternoon
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CLUB
DIRECTORY

LEAGUE CUP
Winners 1988, Runners-up 1989

FA CUP
Runners-up 1959

FOOTBALL LEAGUE TROPHY
Winners 2008/09

SECOND DIVISION/CHAMPIONSHIP
Champions 1981/82, Runners-up 1954/55, 

1973/74, Play-Off Winners 2022/23 

THIRD DIVISION/LEAGUE ONE
Champions 1936/37,  
2004/05, 2018/19 

Runners-up 1935/36, 1969/70
FOURTH DIVISION/LEAGUE TWO

Champions 1967/68 
Runners-up 2001/02, 2017/18

CONFERENCE PREMIER
Champions 2013/14

CLUB HONOURS

>> source of revenue for 
football clubs, and we 
are fortunate that ours, 
as always, remain strong. 
These levels of support 
and loyalty continue to 
give us confidence and 
belief that our strategy for 
Power Court is the right 
one, where we will see 
many more supporters, 
especially families, 
attending week in, week 
out, at our new home.

We never have, and 
never will, take this loyal 

support for granted and 
we recognise that it is a 
two-way street. However, 
with the supporters 
fully behind us and the 
team responding as we 
know they are capable, 
Kenilworth Road can be 
a truly intimidating place 
for any opposition, at any 
level, to play football – 
and we hope the same 
will be said at Power 
Court too – and louder!

I hope today, at 
Kenilworth Road, we 

will recreate, and 
build on, the sort of 
atmosphere that helped 
us sweep aside the 
last two teams to visit 
here. Togetherness is 
crucial and when we’re 
harmonious we can make 
life difficult for anyone.

Join me in getting behind 
the lads this afternoon.

COYH!

Tom

THESE LEVELS OF SUPPORT AND 
LOYALTY CONTINUE TO GIVE US 

CONFIDENCE AND BELIEF THAT OUR 
STRATEGY FOR POWER COURT 
IS THE RIGHT ONE.

DIRECTORS & 
SHAREHOLDERS

Chairman: David Wilkinson
Chief Executive Officer:  

Gary Sweet
Directors: Paul Ballantyne, 

Bob Curson,  
Kailesh Karavadra,  
Rob Stringer CBE,  

Glyn Taylor 
Shareholders:  

Stephen Browne,  
Luton Town Supporters’ 

Trust 

FOOTBALL 
MANAGEMENT

Manager:  
Jack Wilshere

Assistant Manager:  
Chris Powell

First Team Coaches:  
Kevin Foley, David Bridges 

& Tim Corcoran 
Team Operations Manager: 

Kevin Dearden
Head of Goalkeeping:  

Kevin Pilkington
Head of Physiotherapy:  

Chris Philips
Head of Physical 
Performance:  
Michael Amoah

Club Ambassador & Senior 
Scout: Mick Harford
Head of Recruitment 
Analysis: Jay Socik
Player Recruitment 

Manager: Yousuf Sajjad
 Chief Scout: Marc Tracy

CLUB OPERATIONS
Chief Revenue Officer:  

Ben Kensell
Chief Finance Officer:  

Tom Schofield
Operations Director:  

James Mooney
Human Resources Director: 

Jenn Smith
Football Operations 

Manager: Kelly Francis
Safety Officer: Barney 

McGhee
Head of Press & 
Communications:  
Stuart Hammonds

Ticket Office Manager:  
Mike Hooker

VICE PRESIDENTS
Ben Banks, Emma Banks, 

Richard Banks, Gary 
Chamberlain, Ian Gazeley, 
Doug Knight, Ian Montone

Under the lights 
at Power Court
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WE KNOW HOW MUCH DISAPPOINTMENT 
THERE WAS AFTER THE RESULT AT THEIR 

PLACE EARLIER IN THE SEASON AND THE LADS 
HAVE BEEN IN THIS WEEK WITH ONE FOCUS – 
GETTING A POSITIVE RESULT AND 
KICK-STARTING A STRONG RUN.

10
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Kal
T H E  CA P T A I N

NAISMITH

First of all, I’d like to 
wish everyone a very 
happy New Year. I hope 
you’ve all enjoyed 
the festive period and 
are ready for what we 
believe can be a really 
special year for us all.

There’s a real feeling 
around the place that 
2026 is one we can 
celebrate together, 
and that sense of 
togetherness is 
something we as 
players are determined 
to keep striving towards 
every single day.

It’s great to be back at 
Kenilworth Road once 
again, and even better 
that we’re starting a run 
of three consecutive 
home games here. 
We know how much 
playing at the Kenny 
means to you, and we 
feel it just as strongly 
as players. 

Today’s game against 
Stevenage is the first 
in what is a big and 
important run for us, 
and it’s one we’re really 
looking forward to.

We know how much 
disappointment there 

was after the result 
at their place earlier 
in the season and the 
lads have been in this 
week with one focus – 
getting a positive result 
and kick-starting a 
strong run.

January and February 
are massive months in 
any season and for us 
they present a huge 
opportunity to push on, 
get ourselves right in 
the mix and be properly 
involved where we 
want to be. As we have 
seen, momentum can 
change quickly in this 
division, and home 
games like this can be 
the foundation.

Our recent home form 
gives us plenty to be 
positive about. In our 
last two games here 
against Wycombe and 
Leyton Orient we’ve 
scored seven goals and 
kept two clean sheets. 
Kenilworth Road is 
starting to feel like it 
should again – a real 
fortress, somewhere 
that’s hard for teams 
to come and get 
anything. The way the 
lads have approached 
those games, both 

defensively and 
going forward, has 
been excellent and 
it’s something we’re 
determined to keep 
building on, starting 
again this afternoon.

That belief inside the 
dressing room is huge. 
To score freely and 
concede nothing shows 
what we’re capable 
of when everything 
clicks, and now it’s 
about maintaining 
those standards and 
continuing that run 
at home. We know 
Stevenage will come 
here organised and 
competitive, but  
we’ll be ready for  
the challenge.

I’d also like to welcome 
Ethon Archer to the 
club. He’s an exciting 
young player with a 
great attitude, and I 
know he’s really looking 
forward to getting 
going here. I’ve no 
doubt you’ll make him 
feel the love and help 
him settle quickly, as 
you always do with all 
new players.

At the same time, we 
wish Lasse all the very 

best after heading 
out on loan. A run of 
games will be really 
good for him and we’re 
confident the big man 
will come back a better, 
stronger player.

Despite the result at 
Exeter, there’s a real 
positivity around the 
place right now. We’re 
together, we’re backing 
each other, and with 
you right behind us 
it makes a massive 
difference. Bring the 
noise and help us make 
our home a tough place 
to come once more.

Let’s make it a  
great year.

Enjoy the game.
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Home  Kit
N O W  A V A I L A B L E
A T  T H E
C L U B  S H O P
 

V I S I T
R E F L O . C O M

S1 Luton v Stevenage.indd   12S1 Luton v Stevenage.indd   12 08/01/2026   10:4608/01/2026   10:46



13
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LUTON TOWN V STEVENAGE

SQUAD MOVEMENTS
Striker Lasse Nordås has 
joined Dutch top-flight 
club SC Heerenveen on 
loan until the end of  
the season.

The 23-year-old 
Norwegian signed for 
the Hatters last January 
from Tromsø and made 
10 appearances in the 
Championship.

He scored his first 
goal for the club in 
the 3-0 League One 
win at Burton Albion 
in August, and in total 
has netted four times 
in 17 appearances in all 
competitions this term.

Lasse joins up with  
the side who currently 
sit ninth in the Eredivisie 

table ahead of the 
resumption of the  
Dutch season next 
weekend following their 
winter break.

Meanwhile, attacker 
Ethon Archer, who 
signed on deadline day 
from Cheltenham, has 
returned to Kenilworth 
Road after his loan spell 
at Whaddon Road came 
to an end.

It’s the same for Taylan 
Harris following his 
loan at Tranmere, while 
Under-21 pair Jack 
Lorentzen-Jones and 
Oli Lynch have rejoined 
Hemel Hempstead and 
Tamworth respectively 
on loan.

Tickets are now on sale 
as Football for a Fiver 
returns for the Hatters’ 
Vertu Trophy Round of 
16 tie against Swindon 
Town at Kenilworth Road 
next Tuesday.

As has been the case 
for the three home 
games in the competition 
so far, admission for 
the fixture with the 
League Two promotion 
chasers is being priced 
to encourage as many 
families to attend, with 
kids in for a quid for the 
earlier-than-usual kick-
off time of 7pm.

Prices are £5 for adults 
and £1 for children aged 
16 and under.

This fixture will be 
reserved seating initially 
in the Main Enclosure 
and Main Stand A to E. 
Tickets can be booked 
online, by phone or in 
person during advertised 
opening hours.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY HATTERS
A very happy 60th 
birthday to Eamonn 
Keenan (pictured  
below) with love from  
all the family.

Eamonn is here today 
celebrating with us. 
We hope you have a 
fantastic afternoon  
with us!

We’d also like to wish a 
very happy 10th birthday 
to young Hatter Ronnie! 
Love from Mum, Dad  
and Frankie.

FOOTBALL 
FOR A 
FIVER ON 
TUESDAY!
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4-0
Celebrations 
after Gideon 

Kodua opened 
the scoring
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Four goals helped the Town bounce back to form with a fine festive win over Wycombe Wanderers at Kenilworth Road on Boxing Day. Gideon Kodua scored a first half brace against his former club and the Hatters’ biggest victory of the Jack Wilshere era was complete with goals from captain Jordan Clark and substitute Shayden Morris after the break. 

Shayden 
Morris has just 

made it 4-0

Jordan Clark 
slams home
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3-0

Gideon Kodua 
celebrates 
against Orient Shayden Morris 

nets for the 
second home 
game in a row

Jordan Clark 
has just 

converted 
his penalty to 

make it 2-0
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1-0

George Saville 
spots a pass at 

Exeter

James Shea made 
his first league 
start of the season 
at St James Park
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FORWARDS

STAFF

GOALKEEPERS

DEFENDERS

CALL THE COMMERCIAL TEAM ON 01582 411622 OR 
ON EMAIL COMMERCIAL@LUTONTOWN.CO.UK FOR INFORMATION ON PLAYER SPONSORS 

LUTON TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB

LUTON TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB
PLAYER SPONSORS

2025/2026
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S1 Luton v Stevenage.indd   18S1 Luton v Stevenage.indd   18 08/01/2026   10:4608/01/2026   10:46



19MIDFIELDERS

FORWARDS

STAFF

GOALKEEPERS

DEFENDERS

CALL THE COMMERCIAL TEAM ON 01582 411622 OR 
ON EMAIL COMMERCIAL@LUTONTOWN.CO.UK FOR INFORMATION ON PLAYER SPONSORS 

LUTON TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB

LUTON TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB
PLAYER SPONSORS

2025/2026

Player_Sponsor_Page_7-01_PRINT.pdf   1   07/01/2026   14:17

S1 Luton v Stevenage.indd   19S1 Luton v Stevenage.indd   19 08/01/2026   10:4608/01/2026   10:46



20

TEACHING BASED  
ON REAL-WORLD  
PRACTICE

Apply now at
beds.ac.uk/clearing LUTON TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB

CALL THE COMMERCIAL TEAM ON 01582 411622 (OPTION 3) OR 
ON EMAIL COMMERCIAL@LUTONTOWN.CO.UK FOR INFORMATION ON PARTNERSHIPS

LUTON TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB
OFFICIAL PARTNERS

2025/2026

PRINCIPAL PARTNERS

CLUB PARTNERS

REGIONAL PARTNERS

BUSINESS PARTNERS

Luton Town Football Club Official Partners Page_PRINT.pdf   1   15/12/2025   14:52
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S P O N S O R S H I P  &  H O S P I T A L I T Y

Welcome to Kenilworth Road 
for the first time this year as we 
entertain Stevenage and a happy 
New Year to all our sponsors and 
partners as we welcome 2026.

We now turn our attention to 
the second half of the season 
with sponsorship and hospitality 
opportunities available between 
now and May.

A popular package so far has been 
hospitality in the Eric Morecambe 

Lounge where pre- and post-
match, members of the first team 
squad are interviewed on stage.

Jacob Brown did the honours at 
our last game here against Leyton 
Orient, while before our Boxing 
Day game with Wycombe, Jake 
Richards, Kal Naismith and Jordan 
Clark popped in for a chat.

If you are interested in matchday 
hospitality or any other 
sponsorship opportunity between 

now and the end of the season, 
please get in touch with us by 
calling 01582 411622 or emailing 
commercial@lutontown.co.uk.

Finally, we’d like to welcome 
guests from KDW as our match 
sponsors this afternoon. We  
hope you have a great time with 
us today.

VIEW OUR CORPORATE BROCHURE FOR 25/26!
Scan this QR code and flick through our brand new brochure and check out the 
sponsorship and hospitality packages available this season!
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The Hatters welcome 
Stevenage to Kenilworth 
Road who are making 
the short journey from 
Hertfordshire.

Boro have had an 
excellent season so far 
and currently sit just shy 
of the play-off places 
with a number of games 
in hand over the sides 
above them.

So far this season, 
Alex Revell’s side have 
exceeded expectations 
and are well in the play-
off chase at the halfway 
point of the season. The 
Boro had an electric 
start to the season, 
winning eight of their 
first 10 matches. 
 
However, since then 
things have tailed off 

slightly for Stevenage 
who have won just twice 
in the league since the 
start of November.

Jamie Reid in particular 
has enjoyed a strong 
campaign so far, scoring 
eight goals in 20 games 
played, making him 
Stevenage’s top scorer.

Recent results have 
seen Stevenage slip 
from the top three down 
to seventh, however, 
an away win against 
Stockport was the 
highlight of what was a 
frustrating December 
for Boro.

This afternoon the  
Town will be aiming to 
avenge the 2-0 defeat  
at Broadhall Way back  
in October.

Hatters teams in the 
past have found it 
tough against Boro 
down the years. Since 
2015/16 the Town have 
managed just one win in 
eight meetings, losing 
four of those.

But Boro fans will not 
want to be reminded 
of their last visit to 
Kenilworth Road. In 
October 2017 Nathan 
Jones’s side ran out 
7-1 winners with Luke 
Berry scoring a perfect 
hat-trick.

A warm welcome to 
Kenilworth Road to all 
those associated with 
Stevenage. 

STEVENAGE  
AT-A-GLANCE

FOUNDED: 1976
MANAGER:  
Alex Revell
STADIUM:  
Broadhall Way
MAJOR HONOURS: 
League Two 
runners-up 2022/23, 
Conference 
champion 1995/96, 
2009/10, FA Trophy 
winners 2007, 2009
LAST TIME AT  
THE KENNY:  
Town 7-1 Stevenage 
14/10/2017 League 
Two

STEVENAGE
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The Boss
ALEX REVELL 
Experienced former EFL 
midfielder now on his 
second spell in charge 
of Boro after being re-
appointed as manager in 
April 2024.

Goalkeeper
FILIP MARSCHALL First 
choice goalkeeper for 
Boro who came through 
the ranks at Aston Villa 
and had numerous 
loans before signing for 
Stevenage last summer.

Defenders
LUTHER WILDIN Been 
with Stevenage for 
over seven years and 
played almost 300 times 
for the club. Scored in 
their recent draw with 
Plymouth.

CARL PIERGIANNI 
Veteran centre-back who 
has played 170 times for 
the club since signing 
back in 2022.

CHARLIE GOODE Former 
Brentford, Northampton 
and Wigan man who made 
the switch to Hertfordshire 
at the start of the 2024/25 
season.

DAN SWEENEY Began 
his career mainly playing 
in non-league and now 
a regular in the back line 
for Boro. Made over 100 
appearances for the club.

LEWIS FREESTONE 
Gained most of his 
professional experience at 
Cheltenham before joining 
the Boro last season.

Midfielders
JORDAN HOUGHTON 
Chelsea academy graduate 
who has spent most of his 
career with Milton Keynes 
and Plymouth. Was one 
of Revell’s first summer 
signings in 2025.

HARVEY WHITE Came 
through the Tottenham 
Hotspur academy and 
spent time on loan with 
Derby and Portsmouth 
before moving permanently 
to Stevenage.

DAN KEMP In his second 
spell with Stevenage 
following a brief loan in 
2020. Returned to the club 
in 2024 and has scored 13 
goals in 71 appearances 
so far.

DANIEL PHILLIPS Trinidad 
and Tobago international 
who signed on a free 
transfer from Scottish 
outfit St Johnstone back 
in July 2024.

PHOENIX PATTERSON 
25-year-old wide midfielder 
from Scotland who broke 
into professional football at 
Waterford FC, scoring 22 
goals in 38 games.

Forwards
JAMIE REID Northern 
Irish international and 
Stevenage’s top scorer so 
far this season with eight 
goals to his name. Has 
scored over 60 goals for 
Boro since 2021.

JOVAN MALCOLM 
Came through the ranks 
at West Brom and spent 
time out on loan with 
Accrington, Solihull Moors 
and Cheltenham before 
his fine performances at 
Gateshead earned him a 
move to Stevenage.

CHEM CAMPBELL Former 
Wolves, Wycombe, 
Charlton and Reading man 
who left the Royals in the 
summer for Stevenage. 
Scored for Boro in their 
victory against the Hatters 
back in October.

JORDAN ROBERTS 
In his fourth season 
with the club now and 
has amassed over 150 
appearances in that time, 
scoring 25 times.

THE 
AWAY 
END

STEVENAGE 
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272727HATTERSversusBORO
Historic meetings between the clubs down the years

James Justin is 
congratulated after 
his goal in 2017

NOVEMBER 2002 
CROATIAN SENSATION!  
A six-minute hat-trick from Ahmet Brkovic saw 
the Town edge out Stevenage at Broadhall Way in 
this EFL Trophy tie. A Kevin Nicholls own goal put 
Boro in front but the Hatters levelled thanks to Tony 
Thorpe’s strike. Boro restored their lead but Bkrovic 
netted his first on 54 minutes to make it 2-2. The 
Croatian then hit twice more in quick succession to 
put us 4-2 up before a late Stevenage consolation. 

APRIL 2010  
OHHH MATTHEW BARNES-HOMERRR 
In 2009/10 the Town made it eight Conference 
wins on the spin at Stevenage to move within 
two points of Boro with a 1-0 victory at Broadhall 
Way. Matthew Barnes-Homer scored the Hatters’ 
winner within a minute of his introduction as a 
second-half substitute in front of 2,800 travelling 
Town fans. Boro came into the game unbeaten in 
11 matches but would go on and secure the title. 
The Hatters would lose to York in the play-offs.

MAY 2015  
A WIN THAT WASN’T ENOUGH   
The Hatters went into this League Two clash – in 
their first season back in the Football League 
following promotion from the Conference 
– needing a win and an eight-goal swing to 

gatecrash the play-offs on the final day. John 
Still’s side secured a 2-0 win thanks to goals from 
Mark Cullen and a second before half-time from 
Michael Harriman had them in control. However, 
Plymouth’s win over Shrewsbury meant the Town 
had to settle for an eighth-place finish.

OCTOBER 2017  
SEVENTH HEAVEN  
The Hatters fizzed like a can of 7-Up at Kenilworth 
Road beating Stevenage 7-1 to make it seven 
matches unbeaten in their seventh home game of 
the season. The result, in which Luke Berry scored 
a perfect head-left foot-right-foot hat-trick, also 
saw Danny Hylton net twice to join James Collins 
at the top of the club’s scoring charts on seven 
goals. On a landmark day, the victory – capped 
off by a first goal at Kenilworth Road for James 
Justin and an injury-time strike by substitute Luke 
Gambin – was the 1,000th home win since the 
Hatters were formed in 1885. 

AUGUST 2021  
LEAGUE CUP EXIT
The Hatters exited the Carabao Cup at Stevenage, 
losing 3-0 on penalties after an entertaining 2-2 
draw in which Cameron Jerome and Admiral 
Muskwe netted their first goals for the club to twice 
peg Stevenage back. Having twice come from 
behind to force penalties, the Town couldn’t net 
from 12 yards with Harry Cornick, Carlos Mendes 
Gomes and Dion Pereira all missing their kicks to 
send Boro through.

Michael 
Harriman on 
target here 
against Boro 
in 2015
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Academy graduate Joe 
Johnson believes the 
quick turn-around of 
fixtures will allow the 
squad to bounce back 
quickly following the 
Town’s 1-0 New Year’s 
Day defeat against 
Exeter City.

Speaking after the full-
time whistle at St James 
Park, the defender urged 
fans to support the squad 
through the busy fixtures.

“I thought the 
performance was quite 
good, I thought we had 
some good moments and 
in the last three games 
we have shown that we 
have the capacity to play 
good football and to hurt 
teams, it was unfortunate 
it didn’t come off today,” 
said the 19-year-old.

“It’s obviously a tough 
league and you can 
get punished in some 
moments, anyone can 
beat anyone and there 
are so many games. You 
have to dust yourself 
off and go again, these 
fixtures come at you fast 
and you have to be ready, 
it’ll be the teams that take 
those knocks and get 
back up that progress in 
this league.”

Having started the last 
three matches in a row 
for the Hatters, Johnson 
spoke about how he feels 

he is progressing under 
Jack and Chris and also 
alluded to the midfielder 
skills he possesses 
having joined the club in 
a midfield position.

“It’s still the start of my 
career, I am still learning 
things,” he says. “I feel 
like I am getting into the 
groove and I am starting 
to express myself and 
now I just want to earn 
more starts and keep that 
going.

“I originally came to this 
academy as a number 
eight, I have that sort of 
midfield style in me, so 
it’s great that the gaffer 
can see that I fit his style 
and that he trusts me.”

With three consecutive 
home games scheduled 
in the space of a week, 
including Stevenage 
this afternoon, high-
flying Lincoln visiting 
Kenilworth Road next 
weekend and the 
Vertu Trophy third 
round against 
Swindon Town 
sandwiched 
in-between, it 
is clear that 
opportunities 
will present 
themselves 
for Johnson 
and the rest of 
the squad to get back 
to winning ways after the 
defeat in Devon.

29DUST YOURSELF 
DOWN AND 
GO AGAIN
Young defender Joe Johnson says 
the Town have no choice but to pick 
themselves up after defeat in Devon
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Getting the fans 
OFF THEIR 
SEATS
Exciting winger Shayden 
Morris is looking to add 
to his goal tally after 
scoring in back-to-back 
games in front of the 
Hatters faithful.

Having notched in the 
win over Wycombe, on 
Boxing Day, and against 
Leyton Orient three 

days later, the former 
Aberdeen winger spoke 
of his delight to finally 
showcase his abilities 
to the supporters after 
enduring time out of the 
side with injury.

“When I came to the club, 
I said I wanted to score 
goals and get assists, I 

am happy to add goals to 
my game and obviously 
to get the win,” says the 
24-year-old.

“I want to excite the fans 
and get them off their 
seats, I want to have fun 
as well – of course I am 
proud just to be on the 
pitch, obviously I had 

that little injury and it 
took some time to get 
back and improve my 
fitness which I am still 
working on.”

Following his 
performances over 
the festive period, 
Morris was also keen to 
address the squad depth 

30

Shayden Morris is enjoying 
playing at Kenilworth Road 
after two goals in as many 
home matches over Christmas
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I WANT TO EXCITE THE 
FANS AND GET THEM OFF 

THEIR SEATS, I WANT TO 
HAVE FUN AS WELL.

at the club, emphasising 
that places in the 
starting eleven would 
be even more valuable 
when other players 
return to fitness.

“It is really good,” he 
says. “There’s a lot of 
quality in the team and 
on the bench as well, 
you always know that 
there is someone behind 
you and that there are 
players out injured who 
are coming back.

“It shows how 
competitive the squad is, 
it pushes us in training 
and it pushes us on the 
pitch, that’s why when 
you get your shirt you’ve 
got to earn it and keep it.

“I think after the Boxing 
Day win we came in the 
next day with a spring in 

our step, we’re buzzing 
because, while it is 
Christmas time and you 
want to be with your 
family, if you’re in and 
your winning games it 
makes it better and of 
course when you go 
back-to-back with wins it 
really helps.”

With another set of tricky 
home fixtures on the 
way for the Town, who 
currently sit just outside 
the play-off places in 

League One, Morris 
was keen to outline the 
players promotion hopes 
ahead of the visit of 
Stevenage this afternoon.

“We’ve got a target to get 
promoted, it’s all well and 
good that we’re winning 
and doing well right now 
but we’re still focusing on 
getting into the play-offs, 
then we need to look at 
getting into the automatic 
spots, we came to Luton 
to win.”
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THE PRESS 
BOX The Luton News’ Mike 

Simmonds looks ahead to the 
January transfer window

THE VIEW FROM

It rolls round quickly 
doesn’t it, but it’s that 
time of year again for 
rumours, speculation 
and klaxons, as the 
January transfer window 
is now open once more.

Traditionally, clubs 
don’t like to do a lot of 
business in the winter, 
citing a lack of value for 
money with other teams 
able to up the price tag 

for their players knowing 
just how desperately they 
are wanted by those who 
have come calling.

Although Town have 
often not looked to 
bolster their ranks that 
often at this time of year, 
when previously they 
probably could have – 
think back to the Premier 
League campaign when 
only Daiki Hashioka was 

a first team addition – 
that all changed last term 
when it wasn’t just on the 
pitch they had to recruit, 
but off it too.

In fact was 12 months to 
the day yesterday that 
manager Rob Edwards 
left the club, which meant 
that the Luton hierarchy 
were not only looking at 
players, but also in the 
dug-out – something 
they did quickly 
when appointing Matt 
Bloomfield.

They then looked to 
splash the cash in 
a bid to stay in the 
Championship, with Izzy 
Jones, Thelo Aasgaard, 
Christ Makosso, Lasse 
Nordås and Milli Alli all 
joining for undisclosed 
fees. There were also 
the loan additions of 
Kal Naismith and Josh 
Bowler too.

Alas it didn’t work, with 
the Hatters ultimately 
dropping out of the 
division on the final day 
of the season, which led 
to an incredibly busy 
summer window with 
double figures in terms of 
both arrivals and exits.

However, things have not 
gone to plan once more, 
which saw Bloomfield 
depart and Jack Wilshere 
replace him a few months 
back, as he now embarks 

on his first transfer 
window as a permanent 
manager.

Having had time to 
assess his squad, and 
with Luton four points 
away from the play-offs 
at time of writing, then it’s 
safe to assume he will be 
looking to begin making 
his own imprint on the 
squad as he targets the 
top six finish which has 
been deemed the very 
minimum this year.

Winger Ethon Archer 
is back in Bedfordshire 
from his loan with 
Cheltenham, so will 
no doubt be assessed 
before the best path for 
him is decided, while 
space is starting to be 
made for new additions, 
with striker Nordås 
heading out on loan to 
Dutch side Heerenveen.

Wilshere has already 
spoken about adding 
more threat to his side 
following a shot-shy 
effort at Exeter City on 
New Year’s Day, and 
you’d like to think the 
manager’s reputation 
following his stellar 
career as a player will 
count for something 
when it comes to 
persuading his targets 
to make Kenilworth Road 
their next destination.

We’ll find out soon enough! 

33

Milli Alli arrived at Kenilworth Road during 
the last winter transfer window

MIKE 
SIMMONDS
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Paul Benson was a key 
member of the famous 
John Still team who took 
us back to the Football 
League from our exile in 
the Conference – making 
38 appearances and 
chipping in with 18 goals 
as the Town cruised to 
102 goals and 101 points, 
finishing 19 clear of our 
nearest rivals! ‘Benno’ 
played for us over three 
seasons, returning 
after two seasons away 
to become part of the 
Academy set up which 
he now manages.

We started by 
asking him about his 
background, his career 
and what brought him 
back to Luton Town…

I was born in Southend 
and came through 
their academy, but was 
released as a scholar 
and found my way 
through non-league to 
Dagenham & Redbridge. 
That’s where my 
career really began, 
with promotion from 
the National League to 
League One, then on to 
Charlton – where I played 
under Chris Powell – 
and Swindon, with loan 
moves to Portsmouth, 
Cheltenham…and Luton, 
initially on loan and then 
signing permanently. 
I had three fantastic 
seasons here before 

going back to Dagenham 
and then Bedford Town. 
While I was with Bedford, 
I started doing a bit 
of part time coaching 
with the Under-13s at 
Luton. Andy Awford 
was Academy Manager 
then. I knew him from 
my Portsmouth days, 
and he suggested I 
join as a coach – I had 
made my mind up to 
go in that direction in 
my later playing days 
and had done my B 
Licence as I learned the 
coaching trade. I’d also 
played under some great 
managers and picked up 
a lot from them. Andy 
offered me a full-time 
job with the Under-16s 
and then the Under-18s. I 
worked my way through 
the Academy under him, 
then Paul Hart, doing 
pretty much every role, 
eventually becoming 
Head of Coaching. 
Then, when Paul left, I 
was appointed interim 
Academy Manager 
before getting the post 
permanently – and I’ve 
been in this role for 
coming up to three  
years now.
 
Could you tell us about 
the structure of the 
Academy please?
 
We’re currently a 
Category 3 Academy 
under the Elite Player 

Performance Plan (EPPP) 
system, which was 
introduced in 2012 and 
has four levels. We’re 
at the third. Our vision 
– and it’s an ‘infinite’ or 
ongoing one – is to be 
the very best in whatever 
category we’re in. In 
many ways we’re already 
set up for Category 2. As 
James Mooney alluded 
to in his Trust interview, 
we’re waiting on a few 
things regarding that, 
but in the meantime, I 
want to make us the best 
we can be at our level, 
and we have plenty of 

support for that from 
the Board in creating the 
environment, staffing and 
coaching quality to fulfil 
that purpose.
 
On the coaching 
side, we have three 
phases. Foundation is 
Under-9 to Under-12, 
Youth Development 
Under-13 to Under-16 
and Professional 
Development Under-17 
to Under-21. My thinking 
as I developed in 
coaching, was that if 
I was ever in charge 
I would have more 
coaches having more 
contact time with the 
players, with a full-time 
lead coach to supervise 
and manage each phase. 
And that’s what we’re 
doing, so the players 
coming through will have 
more elite coaching.
 
We’re looking to evolve 
that further too. Jack 
Ainsworth is our lead 
coach for our Under-9/
Under-10 cell, Phil Payne 
for our Under-11s/Under-
12s cell, Ollie Modeste 
runs our Under-13/
Under-14 cell with Jack 
Cartwright responsible for 
our Under-15/Under-16 
cell, and each of them 
has some great coaches 
working within their age 
groups, several of whom 
have come to us from the 
Community Trust.

LUTON TOWN SUPPORTERS'

TRUST
The Trust Interviews...  
Paul Benson Academy Manager

WE’RE 
LOOKING 

AFTER ABOUT 
160 PLAYERS, SO 
THE ACADEMY 
IS QUITE A BIG 
OPERATION – 
AND GROWING, 
AS WE LOOK 
TO DEVELOP 
MORE OF OUR 
OWN-GROWN 
PLAYERS FOR 
THE FIRST TEAM.
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Christian Chigozie all 
smiles after his full 
debut at Coventry 
earlier this season

37
Then into the 
professional development 
phase you’ve got Joe 
Deeney for the Under-
18s, with Ronnie Henry 
assisting him, and Alex 
Lawless heading up the 
Under-21s. I oversee it 
all, with Wayne Turner 
helping me. He was 
Academy Manager when 
I was a player with Luton 
and I wanted to bring him 
in as a sort of mentor, 
with his experience 
and knowledge. He 
comes in two days a 
week and is fantastic 
to work with. I believe 
that no other academy 
at our level offers better 
coaching, or creates a 
better environment for 
players to develop. We’re 
constantly looking to 
build on that as part of 
our intention to be the 
category-leading  
youth academy.
 
For instance, some 
academies have a full-
time Head of Education, 
which enables them to 
have hybrid coaching 
programmes where 
players come in and have 
their education on site and 
can train for the day too. 

I’m pushing for that, so 
we can have day releases 
for the Under-16s as well 
as for the professional 
development phase.
 
So there’s more to the 
Academy than just the 
coaching side, then?
 
Yes, you’ve got coaching, 
sports science and 
medical, analysis, 
safeguarding, player 
care, administration, 
recruitment and 
education. All in all we’ve 
currently got 22 full-time 
staff, and 15 to 20 who 
work on a part-time 
basis. We’re looking after 
about 160 players, so the 
Academy is quite a big 
operation – and growing, 
as we look to develop 
more of our own-grown 
players for the first team. 
They – and their parents 
– can see a pathway 
to that goal, illustrated 
by recent successful 
examples. Joe Johnson 
and Zack Nelson as first 
team squad regulars, 
and recent debutants like 
Christian Chigozie, Harry 
Fox and Fin Evans, who 
became our youngest 
ever scorer on his debut.

What is the ethos of  
the Academy?
 
We have a set of values 
we live by. ‘A Luton Town 
individual (that’s all of us, 
not just the players) is 
hardworking and humble, 
with a winning mentality. 
They are respectful, 
honest, disciplined and 
committed to creating an 
elite environment for all’.
 
That value statement 
ends by saying it is non-
negotiable. And it is.
 
Let me give you some 
examples. Respectful 
– whenever they see 
a member of staff, 
our young players are 
expected to shake 
their hands and say 
good morning or good 
afternoon, or good 
evening. To look them 
in the eye and show 
respect – and that works 
both ways of course. 
We respect them as 
individuals. We ask 
them to be disciplined 
too, and honest. If they 
make a mistake – and 
we all do – to own it and 
be accountable. You’re 
forgiven a lot easier if 

you’re honest about 
mistakes you make.
 
And humble: that’s a big 
one. All of the scholars 
ball-boy for the seniors’ 
games. Fin Evans scored 
on his debut, but ball-
boyed for the first team 
on Boxing Day. Christian 
did too, the week after 
his debut. We want to 
keep them grounded, and 
humble. To appreciate 
the opportunities they’re 
getting and understand 
they have to work for 
them. In the morning, 
they must put their 
phones in before they 
go out to train. No 
distractions: respect 
and focus on what 
you’re doing. We want to 
create an environment 
where they understand 
how special it is to play 
football and don't take it 
for granted. That’s really 
important for me, that 
they understand every 
appearance they make is 
special and they should 
not take it for granted or 
get carried away with it.
 
On the same basis, we 
don’t like to give them too 
much, too soon. >> 
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We want to reward 
them with professional 
contracts when they’ve 
earned them, but we don’t 
want them getting carried 
away with themselves 
with excessive amounts 
of money. Everything has 
to be earned by living 
out our values – and the 
reward is a career that 
millions dream of.
 
We have excellent 
facilities but we don’t go 
overboard and provide 
them with too much. Our 
pitches are good, for 
instance, but not to the 
level of the first team – 
though our scholars get 
to train with the seniors 
at times and experience 
that too. We think 
there’s a sweet spot to 
be hit and I think our 
Academy facilities do 
that. The young players 
have to earn the right to 
experience first  
team levels.
 
What can you do to 
retain our best young 
players – and what 
happens to those who 
don’t make the grade?

Fans will be aware that 
we’ve lost some talented 
lads from our youth 
system – our manager 
Jack was one of them! 
And there have been 
more recent losses too. 
One of our lads has been 
on the bench for Villa in 
some big matches this 
season, and there are 
others. It’s inevitable that 
some will be attracted 
by the likes of Spurs, 
Newcastle, Arsenal and 
Chelsea coming in for 
them, and that’s often 
driven by the parents.
 
However, what we do 
is talk players, and 
their parents, through 
the development path 
we can offer, and the 
high-challenge, high-
support environment we 
provide. That’s not just 
the Academy team but 
Gary Sweet and senior 
management, too. I 
think that’s unique – as 
is the level of interest 
and commitment our 
Board shows in youth 
development. Paul 
Ballantyne and David 
Wilkinson, for instance, 

attend a huge number of 
games at every age level: 
I don’t know of any other 
club where that happens.
 
As for the many who 
don’t progress to the first 
team, or a professional 
career elsewhere, young 
players are looked 
after so much better 
now. They’re prepared 
for careers outside of 
football – knowing that 
over 99 per cent don’t 
get to that level – with 
life skills and education 
training, and there’s a 
comprehensive aftercare 
programme for the 
wellbeing of players 
released at scholar level, 
with regular check-ins 
from player care and 
safeguarding staff for 
three or more years.
 
During their time with us, 
players have six reviews 
a year, two of them being 
formal. That’s with all 
departments, with six to 
eight staff – coaching, 
education, sports 
science, medical – talking 
with the individual player. 
I think it’s very important 

for parents to be there, 
to see how much is 
invested in helping 
them achieve what they 
want to achieve and to 
get to where they want 
to be. Those reviews 
help them manage 
their expectations too: 
so, even though being 
released is always going 
to be painful, that pain 
is reduced by being 
prepared for it should  
it happen.
 
Going back to the 
youngest players:  
do they have set 
positions they play in  
as they develop?
 
No, at the foundation 
phase it’s about learning 
to love the game and 
filling what we call a 
‘toolbox’ of experience 
and skills as they play 
around the pitch in 
different positions. 
Success for us is them 
building that love of the 
game and taking it into 
the youth development 
phase – learning to 
experience and navigate 
the pitch and the game. 

38

Under-18s boss Joe Deeney gives 
encouragement from the touchline
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They might have a 
favoured position or 
we might see strengths 
in another position but 
that can change as they 
develop. Joe Johnson 
was a midfielder up to 
the Under-16 stage for 
instance, but then we 
saw his strengths on the 
left and converted him 
to a left-back. Oli Lynch 
was a centre-half for 
about 12 months but is 
now finding success as a 
centre forward. You see 
this at all levels and ages 
in the game.
 
How closely do you 
work with first team 
management?
 
I’ve been lucky enough 
to lead the Academy 
under three managers 
who take a real interest 
in developing young 
players. Rob Edwards 
was an academy coach 
himself at Wolves, Matt 
Bloomfield took a real 
interest and flew some 
of our academy lads out 
to Slovenia pre-season 
– what an experience 

for them – and from day 
one Jack has shown a 
real interest, especially 
given his background as 
a former Luton academy 
player, Arsenal academy 
player and more recently 
academy coach. He 
consults with Joe, 
Ronnie, Alex and myself 
regularly – and all the 
scholars. Around 80 per 
cent of the Under-18s 
and Under-21s have had 
time training with the first 
team. He’s had the faith 
and confidence to involve 
youth players in first team 
games and squads, too. 
There’s a real pathway 
open for them at Luton.
 
What effect will  
Power Court have on  
the Academy?
 
It’s already having an 
effect – it’s a fantastic 
incentive to attract and 
motivate young players. 
Do you want to be in that 
first team to step out at 
our fabulous new ground 
in front of 25,000 fans? 
What a thing to dream of 
and strive for!

What do  SoLYD – 
Supporters of Luton 
Youth Development – 
bring to the academy?
 
SoLYD are absolutely 
amazing, Derek and Paul 
particularly. The Trust 
do so much for us and 
their funding makes a 
massive difference: it 
enables us to do things 
we wouldn’t have been 
able to do otherwise. 
Putting money towards 
a pre-season team-
building week away 
for our scholars to 
get together and gel, 
for instance. Funding 
flights and expenses 
for our Under-21s to go 
to Glasgow and play at 
Rangers. Buying us a 
set of dug-outs for The 
Brache. A hardship fund 
for young players who 
need a bit of support 
with kit and expenses. 
And now taking the lead 
with a shirt sponsorship 
initiative for the 
academy – that’s new 
and I’d encourage all 
of you reading this to 
support it!

We meet regularly and, 
as a player who was 
around in the club’s 
conference days, I know 
just how important 
SoLYD has been 
historically. Without 
it youth development 
would have disappeared 
in those dark old days 
when dropping out of the 
Football League meant 
the loss of all central 
funding. SoLYD was set 
up to come to the rescue 
and have been brilliant 
ever since.
 
Finally – a word for the 
supporters about how 
they can help our  
young players?
 
Your support at the 
Under-21 games at 
Kenilworth Road is 
wonderful and gives 
the boys a chance to 
experience playing in 
front of a crowd. That’s 
great. And I’d also say 
that when they get 
a chance to play for 
the first team. Your 
encouragement and 
positivity can make 
a massive, massive 
difference. That applies 
to the senior players too, 
especially when mistakes 
are made – frustration is 
totally understandable 
but getting behind them 
can only build confidence 
back and up.
 
I know from playing as 
an opposition player at 
Kenilworth Road what 
an intimidating place it 
can be – and as a Luton 
player what an inspiration 
our fans can be too. 
We’re all part of the team.
 
As my old manager John 
Still famously said, the 
stronger the team, the 
stronger the team!
 
We’re certainly with you 
on that Paul – and thanks 
for sharing such brilliant 
insights with us. COYH!  

AS A 
PLAYER 

WHO WAS 
AROUND IN 
THE CLUB’S 
CONFERENCE 
DAYS, I KNOW 
JUST HOW 
IMPORTANT 
SOLYD 
HAS BEEN 
HISTORICALLY. 

The Under-18s 
celebrate
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Pensions & Retirement Planning
Investments
Tax Planning
Mortgages & Equity Release
Insurance
Commercial Lending

Offering 
Independent Financial Advice 

since 1978

KDW is a trading style of KD Wright Financial Services Limited which is authorised and regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority. Registration No: 509886. Registered Address: 136-142 London Road, St Albans,

Hertfordshire, AL1 1PQ. Past Performance is not necessarily a guide to future performance. The value of
investments and the income from them can fall as well as rise and you may not get back the amount

originally invested. Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage.

t: 01727 85 22 99   e: mail@kdw.co.uk   w: www.kdw.co.uk
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H I S T O R Y

2020/21 THIRD

Today we feature a shirt 
that, chances are, you 
never actually saw us 
wear in person. That is 
because today’s shirt 
is the 2020/21 third 
shirt that was worn 
during the lockdown 
Championship season. 

Produced by Umbro, 
this shirt featured 
two different shades 
of blue, white and a 
bit of orange! All the 
traditional Luton colours 
in one shirt. The main 
theme of the shirt was 
the dark blue body and 

the lighter blue across 
the shoulders and down 
the sides of both arms. 

Throw in the white and 
orange lines across 
both collar bones and 
the orange Ryebridge 
sponsor and you hit all 
the Luton Town colour 
combinations! All it’s 
missing is that purple 
and pink from our 
original shirt.

Due to the kit clashes 
with other teams, this 
shirt had to wait until 4th 
November 2020, away at 
Rotherham for its debut. 
It got off to a winning 

start, too, thanks to a 
typical James Collins 
goal which earned a  
1-0 victory.

A month later, away at 
Swansea, was this shirt’s 
next outing. Sadly, this 
time it was a 2-0 loss for 
the Hatters, despite a 
positive performance. A 
few days later, it got its 
next appearance (bit like 
buses, it waited ages for 
its debut then multiple 
came in a short period 
of time!) in the 0-0 draw 
away at Coventry. 

Further outings away 
at Brentford, Stoke, 

Norwich and Derby 
saw the total number 
of appearances for this 
shirt finish at seven 
which isn’t a bad return 
for a third shirt! 

Whenever I look at this 
shirt in my collection, 
I’m always reminded of 
Kazenga LuaLua, Matty 
Pearson, Harry Cornick 
and Kiernan Dewsbury-
Hall. It brings back those 
memories of watching 
games on iPlayer! 

It’s a shirt that you may 
own but would never 
have seen being played 
in live!  

Our resident kit collector David Foxen runs the rule 
over the hits and misses of our kits from the past.

Wearing
41
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42 Club historian Roger Wash delves deep into the Hatters Heritage image library

ArchivesFrom the
42
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Formed two years 
earlier, the Luton  
Town Supporters’  
Club committee sits 
proudly behind the old 
stand at Kenilworth 
Road in 1914.

 

Inset: Over 50 years later 
the supporters finally 
get recognition with an 
award for being the ‘best 
behaved’. Groundsman 
Eddie Hartley and Club 
Secretary Bob Readhead 
hold up the banner.

43

S2 Luton v Stevenage.indd   43S2 Luton v Stevenage.indd   43 08/01/2026   10:4508/01/2026   10:45



44 We look back on some of the most iconic matches played on this day in our history

ON THIS DAY
10th January

2017 – Two goals from Jack Marriott, a 
penalty from Craig Mackail-Smith and 

another from Isaac Vassell help the Hatters 
to a 4-0 EFL Trophy win over Chesterfield.

1953 – The Hatters 
thrash Blackburn 6-1 
at Kenilworth Road in 
an FA Cup third round 
tie with Jesse Pye 
scoring a hat-trick 
to send the Town 
through to round four.
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2012 – Having missed five penalties, Hatters ended a 
hoodoo from the spot as Aaron O’Connor scores from 
12 yards to sink Stockport in the Conference (now 
National League).

1984 – The Town go two 
goals down at Watford but, 
with Paul Walsh in unstop-

pable form, they pull back to 
level in normal time in this FA 
Cup third round replay. How-

ever, having taken the tie to 
extra-time, Mo Johnston hits 

the winner for the hosts.

1978 – The Town secure an FA Cup replay win at Oldham 
with Phil Boersma on target twice. His first strike squeezes 
past the goalkeeper who claims the ball is punctured but the 
referee refuses to disallow the goal. The Latics equalise but 
Godfrey Ingram sets up the winner for Boersma.
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Throughout the 1970s 
only four players scored 
40 or more goals for  
the Hatters.

At the top of a list that 
features Peter Anderson 
(40), Ron Futcher (43) 
and Malcolm MacDonald 
(43) there sits Jimmy 
Husband (48), Harry 
Haslam’s final piece in 
the jigsaw in that side 
that won promotion to the 
top flight in 1974.

Not that it was an easy 
beginning to life at 
Luton for Husband, who 
arrived for £80,000 from 
Everton and of whom big 
things were expected 
from the start. By his 
own admission he’d 
added to the problem by 
gaining half a stone as 
he stayed in hotels while 

looking to buy a house, 
but there were other 
factors at play too.

With the transfer being 
completed in November it 
wasn’t easy for Husband 
to sell his house, meaning 
a regular commute 
down the M6 at a time 
of a petrol shortage, a 
50mph speed limit and 
a train dispute. “In terms 
of home life the move 
couldn’t have come at 
a worse time for me,” 
he said in an interview 
shortly after signing. “It’s 
been a real drag having to 
dash around the country 
and no father wants to be 
away from his family for 
long periods.”

Jimmy would find 
some familiar faces 
at Kenilworth Road, 

however, including 
Bobby Thomson who 
he’d played with in 
the England Under-
23s. He also found the 
approachable Harry 
Haslam to be a breath of 
fresh air in comparison 
to the ‘God-like’ and 
distant Harry Catterick at 
Everton. Still the forward 
remained goalless in his 
first 12 games for his 
new club, before finally 
heading home a John 
Aston corner in a defeat 
at Fulham in March.

Then, two weeks later, 
he’d finally start to win 
over those fans doubting 
the Town’s new big 
money signing. In front 
of a season high crowd 
of 17,045 at Kenilworth 
Road, he and Barry Butlin 
terrorised the Orient 

TOP HATTERS
As we celebrate 140 years of football, Hatters Heritage’s Will Foster looks back  
at some of the people who form part of our rich history with a story to tell.

Jimmy Husband

46

A GAME 
AGAINST 

CHARLTON IN 
SEPTEMBER 1977 
WOULD GIVE 
JIMMY PERHAPS 
HIS BEST DAY IN A 
LUTON SHIRT. ON 
A BARNSTORMING 
AFTERNOON AT 
KENILWORTH 
ROAD HE’D SCORE 
FOUR TIMES IN  
A REMARKABLE 
7-1 WIN.

 On the rampage 
in the 7-1 win 

against Charlton 
in 1977
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defence, with Husband 
securing a hat-trick in 
a 3-1 win by heading in 
John Ryan’s corner with 
10 minutes to go. The 
win moved the Hatters 
four points clear of the 
visitors and the top  
two spot wasn’t 
relinquished from that 
point, with promotion the 
following month.

Jimmy Husband was 
born in Newcastle in 
1947 and grew up as a 
fan of the Magpies. Seen 
as a precocious talent 
in his teens he attracted 
the interest of almost 
every top-flight club but 
it was Toffees’ scout 
Harry Cooke who was 
the most persuasive, 
leading Husband to sign 
at Goodison Park while 
still a teenager. He would 
win the 1965 FA Youth 
Cup soon after, while 
also making his first team 
debut towards the end of 
that season.

A fast and skilful forward, 
Husband was mostly 
used as a winger during 
his time on Merseyside, 
during which he’d play 
in the 1968 FA Cup Final 
and make 30 starts in 

Everton’s title-winning 
side of 1970. That would 
prove to be the high 
watermark of his years 
at the club though, and 
by the winter of 1973, 
now playing mostly in 
the reserves, he was 
attracting the interest 
of a host of managers, 
including Malcolm Allison 
at Crystal Palace, before 
Harry Haslam won the 
race for his signature.

Now back in the top 
flight with his new club 
Husband, like many of 
the Luton team, found it 
tough going. He managed 
only three goals in a 
season where the Hatters 

were narrowly relegated, 
though a win at home 
over his former club 
Everton during the battle 
to stay up would surely 
have been sweet.

Arguably his best spell 
came in the next two 
campaigns, during 
which his goals helped 
the club stabilise back 
in the Second Division 
during a time of financial 
uncertainty. In all he 
would score 27 times 
over the next two 
seasons and be almost 
ever present during very 
reasonable seventh and 
sixth place finishes.

A game against Charlton 
in September 1977 would 
give Jimmy perhaps 
his best day in a Luton 
shirt. On a barnstorming 
afternoon at Kenilworth 
Road he’d score four 
times in a remarkable 
7-1 win, the first time the 
Hatters had scored that 
many since an identical 
score against the ‘Bank 
of England’ Sunderland 
side in 1958. Husband 
was the first to notch 
four since John O’Rourke 
in 1964, and only Steve 
White has done it since, 
in 1981.

His time at the club 
was coming to an end 
however, and with David 
Pleat looking to refresh 
the team, Husband was 
given the opportunity to 
join the raft of English 
players moving to play in 
the USA, spending time 
with the Memphis Rogues 
and Cleveland Force.

When he did return  
to the UK he did so 
to Bedfordshire, and 
would run the Chequers 
Inn in Roxton for a spell 
before working in sales 
until retirement.

A lover of rock music, 
fine food (he noted 
Oysters as his favourite 
food in an interview) 
and fast cars, Husband 
wasn’t perhaps the 
archetypal 70s footballer.

He was a guest for 
the 2005 centenary 
celebrations at 
Kenilworth Road in 2005 
by which point the 70s 
perm was gone, but not 
the love for the club that 
gave him a second career 
in football.

Sadly Jimmy passed 
away in 2024, leaving 
his wife Val and children 
Jamie and Jilly.
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Husband (left) and Barry Butlin

Jimmy taking on Chelsea's 
Ron Harris in 1975
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4848 LTFCacademy
With Ronnie Henry
Professional Development Phase Assistant Coach

Good afternoon and 
welcome to Kenilworth 
Road for today’s match 
against Stevenage. 

I'd like to start by wishing 
everyone a happy and 
successful new year, let's 
make it a memorable one. 
Whether you’re joining 
us regularly or visiting for 
the first time, the players 
and staff truly appreciate 
you're backing.

Matchdays like this are 
what football is all about. 
Trust me these games 
are the best as I'm sure 
you are all aware I've 
been in both camps. 
we’re looking forward to 
another competitive and 
entertaining game. 

Today’s fixture promises 
to be an exciting contest 

as we take on Stevenage. 
Both sides will be eager 
to impose themselves 
early, and with points at a 
premium at this stage of 
the season, commitment 
and discipline will be key. 
We’ll be looking to build 
on recent performances 
and make the most of 
home advantage. Luton 
versus Stevenage is a 
proper match, the kind 
where form goes out the 
window the moment the 
whistle blows. League 
position, recent results, 
momentum… none of it 
really matters once these 
two clubs meet. It’s about 
pride, proximity, and 
proving a point.

There’s always an edge 
to it. Tackles are a bit 
sharper, the crowd a 
bit louder, and every 

decision feels like it 
carries extra weight. 
Stevenage never turn 
up just to make the 
numbers up, and Luton 
know they’ll be tested 
every inch of the way. It’s 
rarely pretty, often frantic 
and usually decided by 
moments rather than 
patterns of play.

You don’t watch this 
fixture expecting a 
polished exhibition — 
you watch it because 
it’s raw, combative and 
unpredictable. A proper 
football match, exactly 
the way rivalries should 
be they are the best 
games I've been involved 
in during my career. 

I joined the academy as 
PDP assistant just over a 
year ago and I have really 

enjoyed the challenge 
of helping our young 
players improve and get 
closer to our first team. 
We have had five players 
make the jump and 
made first team debuts 
in the last 12 months. 
This is fantastic for the 
players and staff to see 
the progression and the 
hard work everyone puts 
in come to blossom. We 
know we still have a lot of 
work to do and the aim is 
to get them into the first 
team squad on a regular 
basis.

In recent weeks, both the 
Under-18s and Under-
21s have produced 
a series of positive 
results, reflecting the 
strong work being done 
across the development 
pathway. Performances 

Zach Ionnides 
made his senior 
debut last 
month in the 
EFL Trophy tie 
against Exeter
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have been consistent, 
with players showing 
improved understanding, 
intensity, and maturity 
in competitive 
environments.

As a result, like I've said, 
several individuals are 
now getting closer to 
first team involvement, 
with progress evident in 
their physical readiness, 
tactical awareness and 
overall confidence. This 

momentum highlights 
the effectiveness of the 
pathway and reinforces 
the link between 
academy and first team 
progression. We hope 
you have enjoyed seeing 
our young players 
perform, let's hope it's 
just a start for them.

So, let's go. Your support 
can make the difference. 
Let's get behind Jack 
and the team, make 

some noise, and enjoy 
the game. Let’s push 
them like I know you can. 
Your support is greatly 
appreciated and makes a 
huge difference. There's 
no better feeling when 
you raise the roof at 
Kenilworth Road. Let's 
make sure we get the 
three points.

Enjoy the game COYH!

U18 FIXTURES
AU G U S T
Sat 8 Plymouth Argyle W 5-1
Tue 12 Leyton Orient  W 6-4
Sat 16 PDLC Oxford Utd W 3-0
Sat 23 Cheltenham W 4-2
Sat 30 Forest Green L 0-3
S E P T E M B E R
Sat 6 Exeter City W 4-0
Sat 13 Oxford Utd W 4-1
Sat 20 Newport County W 3-0
Sat 27 Swindon W 7-0
O C TO B E R 
Sat 11 Portsmouth D 1-1
Sat 29 Barnet (FAYC) D 1-1*

N OV E M B E R
Sat 8 Bristol Rovers W 6-1
Sat 15 Wycombe L 1-2
Sat 22 PDLC Watford W 4-1
D E C E M B E R
Sat 6 Milton Keynes W 4-0
Sat 13 Cambridge Utd L 3-6
Sat 20 Northampton L 0-2
JA N UA RY
Sat 3 Stevenage D 3-3
Sat 10 Sutton United 11am
Sat 17 AFC Wimbledon 10:30am
Sat 24 Barnet 11am
Sat 31 Bromley 10:30am
F E B R UA RY
Sat 7 Cambridge United 11am
Sat 14 Gillingham 10:30am
Sat 21 Leyton Orient 11am
Sat 28 Wycombe 10:30am
M A R C H
Sat 7 Milton Keynes 11am
Sat 14 Northampton 10:30am
Sat 21 Stevenage 10:30am
Sat 28 Gillingham 10:30am
A P R I L
Sat 11 Sutton United 10:30am
Sat 18 AFC Wimbledon 10:30am
Sat 25 Barnet 10:30am
M AY 
Sat 2 Bromley 11am

U21 FIXTURES
AU G U S T
Tue 26 Exeter City L 0-1
O C TO B E R  
Tue 21 Brentford L 1-6
Wed 29 Dunstable (BSC) W 5-0
N OV E M B E R
Tue 18 West Brom L 1-5
D E C E M B E R
Wed 3 Exeter City W 2-1
Sun 14 Brentford L 1-2
Mon 22 West Brom L 3-4
JA N UA RY
Tue 6 Leighton Town (BSC) P-P

Bold denotes home fixture
*lost 6-5 on penalties
**match at Enfield Town FC

Dawid Gawel netted an 
incredible last-minute 
equaliser for the Hatters 
Under-18s to earn a 
point in an enthralling 
3-3 draw against 
Stevenage at The Brache 
last week.

First half goals from 
Samuel Hincapie-Alfonso 
and Rufus Barnes had 
given Town a 2-1 lead 
at half-time despite it 
being a scrappy game 
for both sides, though 
Stevenage fought back 
in the second half to lead 
3-2 prior to Gawel’s late 
leveller.

As the minutes drifted 
away in the second half, 
it seemed increasingly 
likely that the Town 
would be condemned 
to their third successive 
league defeat.

That changed, however, 
when a corner in the 
final minute of normal 
time allowed Barnes to 
turn provider, his brilliant 
header across goal from 
the back post managing 
to find Gawel, who 

finished brilliantly with 
improvised technique on 
the half-volley to find the 
top corner and secure a 
point for the Hatters.

Town: Flynn, Roberts-
Edema (sub Ed-
Okungbowa 72), Barnes, 
Kwame Anson, Evans, 

Isufi, El Gourja (sub 
Frimpong-Kwakye 
83), Asamoah Junior, 
Shepherd (sub Passley-
James 83), Hincapie-
Alfonso (sub Takawira 
83), Gawel.

Subs not used: Lesser

Report by: Liam Wilmot

GAWEL SECURES 
DRAW WITH 
WONDER GOAL

Dawid Gawel: 
On target 
again
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*Terms and conditions apply. See website for details. 

Book your tickets now at:

thameslinkrailway.com

Proudly supporting Luton Town Football Club

non-game days
Score a screamer on

Royal Museums Greenwich

Hop on a train and get 2FOR1 entry 
at tons of London attractions
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YOUR NAME?  
Lucas Thomas

WHERE ARE YOU FROM? 
Bedford

WHAT POSITIONS DO 
YOU PLAY? Goalkeeper

WHEN DID YOU JOIN 
THE ACADEMY? At 
under-10s

WHO WAS YOUR 
FOOTBALL HERO 
GROWING UP? Joe Hart

GO-TO BOOTS RIGHT 
NOW? Nike Phantoms

FIRST TIME YOU KICKED 
A BALL? Two

BIGGEST LESSON 
FOOTBALL’S TAUGHT 
YOU? Be yourself

FUNNIEST TEAMMATE? 
Vlad Paternoster

HARDEST WORKER? 
Christian Chigozie

BIGGEST INSPIRATION 
OUTSIDE FOOTBALL? 
My dad

TEAMMATE MOST 
LIKELY TO BE A 
MANAGER? Me

MOMENT YOU’LL 
NEVER FORGET? 
Winning the PDL Cup at 
Swansea

BEST BIT ABOUT BEING 
AT LUTON? The people

ONE THING YOU’RE 
WORKING ON? Hitting 
the frontmen

PRE-MATCH ROUTINE 
OR SUPERSTITIONS? 
I have a cold shower 
before a game

FAVOURITE MUSIC… 
Michael Jackson

FAVOURITE GAME…  
Red Dead Redemption 2

GO-TO CHEAT MEAL…  
A big pizza

IF YOU WEREN’T A 
FOOTBALLER? I’d be in 
the Navy

PERSON YOU’D SWAP 
PLACES WITH FOR A 
DAY? Rory McIlroy

THREE WORDS TO 
DESCRIBE YOURSELF… 
Abnormal, funny, lack 
common sense!

ONE THING PEOPLE 
DON’T KNOW ABOUT 
ME… I support Barnet

BIGGEST FOOTBALL 
DREAM? To play for 
Manchester United

youth
PROFILE
Lucas Thomas

*Terms and conditions apply. See website for details. 

Book your tickets now at:

thameslinkrailway.com

Proudly supporting Luton Town Football Club

non-game days
Score a screamer on

Royal Museums Greenwich

Hop on a train and get 2FOR1 entry 
at tons of London attractions
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52 LUTON TOWN FC

COMMUNITY
TRUST
Community at the Heart of the Season
Firstly, a very happy 
New Year on behalf 
of the Community 
Trust. While many 
organisations slowed 
down over the festive 
period, our team 
remained extremely 
active, delivering a 
wide range of activities, 
tournaments and 
community events 
supporting local  
young people and 
families at a time when 
connection and support 
matter most.

In the true spirit of 
giving, the festive  
period also saw us 
partner with the club’s 
2024/25 PFA Community 
Champion, Jacob Brown, 
who very generously 
donated several pairs  
of brand-new football 
boots to support children 
and young people most 
in need across our  
local communities. 

Access to appropriate 
sports equipment 
remains a significant 

barrier for many families, 
and this donation enabled 
us to remove that barrier 
for young people who 
otherwise may not have 
been able to participate.

One of the first 
beneficiaries of the 
boots donation was 
Stopsley Primary School, 
where pupils were 
delighted to receive their 
new equipment. The 
impact was immediate 
and visible. Assistant 
headteacher Jarad 

Dymock shared that 
the young students 
who benefited were 
“completely made up 
and buzzing,” with many 
having never owned a 
pair of football boots or 
any sports equipment 
before. For these pupils, 
the donation has not only 
enabled them to take 
part in football clubs and 
physical activity but has 
also played an important 
role in boosting 
confidence, inclusion 
and self-belief.
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COMMUNITY
TRUST

YOUNG STUDENTS WHO BENEFITED WERE 
'COMPLETELY MADE UP AND BUZZING,' WITH 

MANY HAVING NEVER OWNED A PAIR OF FOOTBALL 
BOOTS OR ANY SPORTS EQUIPMENT BEFORE.

This donation also 
coincided with the 
launch of a new 
year-long partnership 
with Stopsley Primary 
School. Through this 
collaboration, the Trust 
will work closely with 
staff and pupils to 
improve participation 
levels, school 
attendance, confidence 
and overall wellbeing, 
using sport and physical 
activity as a powerful 
engagement tool.

Wigmore Primary 
School pupils were also 
recipients of the surprise 
boots donation. The 
reaction from students 
was one of genuine 
shock and excitement, 
as they were able to 
immediately put their 
new boots to use 
during weekly sessions 
delivered by Community 
Trust coaches. These 
moments of joy reinforce 
the importance of our 
work and highlight how 
small interventions 
can make a significant 
difference to young 
people’s motivation  
and enthusiasm.

Although local schools 
closed as Christmas 
approached, our 
commitment to 
supporting the wider 
community continued. 
On Christmas Eve, our 
team made a final stop at 
Chiltern Academy, where 
doors were opened to 
support families during 
the festive period. 
Working alongside Luton 
Foodbank and several 
partner organisations, 
the Trust contributed to 
the distribution of more 
than 2,000 presents, 
ensuring that young 
people across our 
community felt seen, 
valued and celebrated  
at Christmas.

Local Football Manager 
for Luton Allstars, 
Francis Edubatey, 
who delivers regular 
grassroots football 
opportunities for young 
people of all ages, also 
received a number of 
donated boots. This 
support will help ensure 
that inclusive, safe 
and positive sporting 
opportunities can 
continue locally, enabling 
young people to thrive 
in happy and supportive 
environments.

On the day, our team 
didn’t only donate 
football boots, 
equipment and sticker 
albums. They also rolled 
up their sleeves to 
support in the kitchens, 
helping to prepare and 
serve over 1,000 meals 
for those in need. 

From practical  
support to last-minute 
problem solving, the 
team turned what could 
have been a challenging 
day into a Christmas 

miracle for hundreds of 
local families.

For more information 
about our work, or to 
find out how you could 
support the Community 
Trust, please contact 
us at community@
lutontown.co.uk.
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Ladies host AFC 
Sudbury tomorrow
A frozen pitch at Barton 
postponed the Town 
Ladies’ scheduled 
2026 opener against 
Cambridge United last 
Sunday, so it will be 
second time lucky for 
the Town, who will now 
begin the year at home 
to relegation-threatened 
AFC Sudbury tomorrow.

The Development 
Squad’s game went 
ahead last week, 
allowing first-team 
players Andie Dickens, 
Amber Leighton, Nia 
Bowman and Kiyana 
Fryer to pick up their 
first minutes of the year.

Dickens, Leighton and 
Bowman all found the 
back of the net in a 3-1 
win against London 
Academicals for the 
Hatters.

The opposition

AFC Sudbury earned 
promotion to the Women’s 
National League during 
the 2022/23 season 
after topping the ERWFL 
Premier Division table, 
finishing four points 
ahead of the Hatters and 
have stayed in the fourth 
tier ever since.

However, this season 
threatens to see them 
return to the fifth tier, 
with the Suffolk side 
sitting second from 
bottom and four points 
away from safety.

The Suds have only won 
one of their 11 league 
fixtures this campaign, 
but do head into Sunday 
undefeated in back-to-
back league games for 
the first time this season 

after a 1-1 draw against 
Milton Keynes and, most 
recently, a 0-0 draw 
against London Bees.

Back our Ladies  
at Barton

Our Ladies netted a 
remarkable 95 goals 
across 38 games in 2025 
and suffered just two 
defeats at home all year. 
As they look to begin 
2026 on a positive note, 
they need you to be there 
and cheer them on.

Kick-off at Barton  
Rovers’ Sharpenhoe Road 
ground is at 2pm, with 
tickets available on the 
day. Payment is via cash 
only at the turnstiles, 
priced at £5 adults and 
just £1 children.

 

2025/26 
FIXTURES

AU G U S T

17 Dulwich Hamlet W 3-1
20 Tottenham (NLC) W 4-1
24 Cambridge Utd W 5-0
31 Actonians L 0-4
S E P T E M B E R

7 Milton Keynes (NLC) W 2-1
14 Norwich City L 0-4
21 Milton Keynes W 2-0
28 Oxford Utd (NLC) L 0-4
O C TO B E R

5 Milton Keynes (FAC) W 5-1
26 Mansfield Town (FAC) W 3-0
29 Chesham Utd W 4-1
N OV E M B E R

2 London Bees L 0-1
16 QPR D 2-2
23 Oxford United (FAC) L 1-3
30 Chatham Town L 0-1
D E C E M B E R

7 Fulham P-P
14 Dulwich Hamlet D 1-1
JA N UA RY

4 Cambridge Utd
25 Norwich City
F E B R UA RY

8 Actonians
18 Chesham Utd
22 AFC Sudbury
M A R C H

8 Milton Keynes
22 London Bees
29 QPR
A P R I L

12 Fulham
26 Chatham Town

Celebration during the Town's last match, against Dulwich last month
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© 2025 Kellanova.
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JUNIOR HATTERSJUNIOR HATTERS
A big shoutout to 
our mascot at the 
Leyton Orient game!

57
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Alfie Medlin
Age: 9 
Hobbies: Football, 
gaming & watching Luton 
Favourite Player:  
Jordan Clark

Joshua Collier
Age: 10 
Hobbies: Playing and 
watching football.  
Plays for Luton Town 
Kempston PDC  
Favourite Player:  
Jordan Clark

GUESS 
WHO?

ANSWERS SPOT THE BALL: Tennis ball 
GUESS WHO: Lamine Fanne

SPOT 
THE 
BALL

Can you guess where 
the correct ball is? 

Curtis Boyefio
Age: 9 
Favourite Player:  
Jordan Clark
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5959TICKETnews HOME GAMES
NOW ON 
general sale

v Lincoln City
Saturday 17th 
January, 3pm 
Category B

v Blackpool
Saturday 31st 
January, 3pm 
Category B

v Bradford 
City
Saturday 7th 
February, 3pm 
Category B

HOME TICKETS
Category A Category B

£29  
Adult

£26  
Adult

£25  
Senior (over 66)

£22  
Senior (over 66)

£21 
Golden Senior (over 75)

£18 
Golden Senior (over 75)

£25 
Young Adult (under 22)

£22 
Young Adult (under 22)

£21 
Under 19

£18 
Under 19

£13 
Under 17

£10 
Under 17

£10 
Under 14

£8 
Under 14

AWAY TICKETS
Plymouth Argyle v Luton Town 
Saturday 24th January, KO 12.30pm

We have received an initial allocation 
of 1,784 reserved seats in the 
Kawasaki Barn Park End. This will  
be an all-ticket fixture with no 
matchday sales.

Please note this fixture is physical 
tickets only and tickets will be sent via 
post or left for collection at LTFC.

Tickets are now on sale to diamond, 
executive and season card holders 
plus Hatters Members, subject to 
availability.

General Sale

Subject to availability, tickets for this 
fixture will go on sale on Monday 12th 
January at 10am at 1 ticket per person 
to any supporter with a previous 
purchasing history and any member 
without a previous booking history. 
 

Prices

Adults £28 
Seniors (Over 65+) £24 
Young Adult Under 23 (18-22) £19 
Under 18 (14-17) £12 
Under 14 (8-13)* £9 
Under 8 (7 & Under)* £4

*Under 14 & Under 8 tickets need to be 
with an adult, over 65 or under 23

Ambulant disabled supporters pay 
their relevant price class with a PA free 
of charge providing they are in receipt 
of Higher Rate DLA or Enhanced PIP.

Wheelchair Adult £19, Wheelchair 
Senior £16, Wheelchair Under 23 £13, 
Wheelchair Under 8 £8

There is a limited amount of free parking within 
the Outland Road Car Park adjacent to Home 
park, there are designated disabled spaces 
within this area for Blue Badge holders but they 
are limited on a first come first served basis.
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WIN ONE OF

72 SEASON 
TICKETS

SIGN-UP TODAY
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WIN ONE OF

72 SEASON 
TICKETS

SIGN-UP TODAY
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SEARCH

STEP UP AND LEARN CPR
IN JUST 15 MINUTES

SEARCH

STEP UP AND LEARN CPR
IN JUST 15 MINUTES

That’s why Sky Bet is teaming up 
with the British Heart Foundation 
to urge 270,000 people to learn 
CPR by the end of the 2024-2025 
football season - the equivalent 
of 3 Wembley Stadiums.

1 IN 10 SURVIVE
AN OUT-OF-HOSPITAL 
CARDIAC ARREST*

FEWER THAN

*UK data
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SEARCH

STEP UP AND LEARN CPR
IN JUST 15 MINUTES

SEARCH

STEP UP AND LEARN CPR
IN JUST 15 MINUTES

That’s why Sky Bet is teaming up 
with the British Heart Foundation 
to urge 270,000 people to learn 
CPR by the end of the 2024-2025 
football season - the equivalent 
of 3 Wembley Stadiums.

1 IN 10 SURVIVE
AN OUT-OF-HOSPITAL 
CARDIAC ARREST*

FEWER THAN

*UK data
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	            LEAGUE	                   CUP	                      TOTAL	 	             LTFCCAREER	
	 APP(S)	 GLS	 APP(S)	 GLS	 APP(S)	 GLS	 APPS	 GLS 

Elijah Adebayo	 0 (0)	 0	 0 (0)	 0	 0 (0)	 0	 182	 47
Ali Al-Hamadi	 0 (1)	 0	 0 (1)	 0	 0 (2)	 0	 2	 0
Millenic Alli	 12 (4)	 1	 3 (3)	 0	 15 (7)	 1	 38	 5
Mads Andersen	 16 (3)	 2	 4 (0)	 1	 20 (3)	 3	 42	 4
Shandon Baptiste	 2 (2)	 0	 0 (0)	 0	 2 (2)	 0	 21	 1
Cohen Bramall	 14 (8)	 2	 5 (0)	 1	 19 (8)	 3	 27	 3
Jacob Brown	 3 (4)	 0	 0 (1)	 0	 3 (5)	 0	 60	 7
Christian Chigozie	 0 (0)	 0	 2 (0)	 0	 2 (0)	 0	 2	 0
Jordan Clark	 14 (4)	 6	 1 (0)	 0	 15 (4)	 6	 198	 24
Fin Evans	 0 (0)	 0	 1 (0)	 1	 1 (0)	 1	 1	 1
Lamine Fanne	 14 (5)	 1	 3 (2)	 1	 17 (7)	 2	 37	 2
Harry Fox	 0 (0)	 0	 0 (2)	 0	 0 (2)	 0	 2	 0
Joe Gbode	 0 (5)	 0	 1 (2)	 0	 1 (7)	 0	 8	 0
Tom Holmes	 0 (1)	 0	 1 (0)	 0	 1 (1)	 0	 22	 1
Zach Ioannides	 0 (0)	 0	 0 (1)	 0	 0 (1)	 0	 1	 0
Joe Johnson	 3 (0)	 0	 2 (0)	 0	 5 (0)	 0	 20	 0
Isaiah Jones	 3 (1)	 1	 1 (0)	 0	 4 (1)	 1	 23	 3
Josh Keeley	 23 (0)	 0	 1 (0)	 0	 24 (0)	 0	 24	 0
Gideon Kodua	 12 (7)	 7	 4 (3)	 1	 16 (10)	 8	 26	 8
Nigel Lonwijk	 16 (1)	 1	 2 (2)	 0	 18 (3)	 1	 21	 1
Jack Lorentzen-Jones	 0 (0)	 0	 0 (1)	 0	 0 (1)	 0	 1	 0
Christ Makosso	 9 (1)	 0	 2 (1)	 0	 11 (2)	 0	 26	 0
Mark McGuinness	 4 (2)	 0	 1 (0)	 0	 5 (2)	 0	 51	 3
Teden Mengi	 16 (0)	 0	 3 (0)	 1	 19 (0)	 1	 74	 3
Shayden Morris	 4 (9)	 2	 2 (2)	 2	 6 (11)	 4	 17	 4
Kal Naismith	 19 (2)	 1	 3 (1)	 0	 22 (3)	 1	 103	 5
Marvelous Nakamba	 0 (1)	 0	 2 (0)	 0	 2 (1)	 0	 60	 0
Zack Nelson	 6 (12)	 1	 6 (1)	 1	 12 (13)	 2	 50	 3
Lasse Nordas	 4 (7)	 1	 5 (1)	 3	 9 (8)	 4	 27	 4
Hakeem Odoffin	 2 (4)	 0	 1 (1)	 0	 3 (5)	 0	 8	 0
Josh Phillips	 0 (0)	 0	 0 (2)	 0	 0 (2)	 0	 3	 0
Jake Richards	 5 (3)	 2	 3 (3)	 0	 8 (6)	 2	 14	 2
George Saville	 20 (3)	 1	 2 (0)	 0	 22 (3)	 1	 25	 1
James Shea	 1 (0)	 0	 6 (0)	 0	 7 (0)	 0	 117	 0
Liam Walsh	 14 (3)	 0	 4 (1)	 0	 18 (4)	 0	 50	 0
Reuell Walters	 3 (1)	 0	 2 (0)	 0	 5 (1)	 0	 22	 0
Nahki Wells	 14 (5)	 1	 1 (0)	 2	 15 (5)	 3	 20	 3
Cauley Woodrow	 0 (1)	 0	 1 (0)	 0	 1 (1)	 0	 82	 6
Jerry Yates	 11 (8)	 2	 2 (4)	 4	 13 (12)	 6	 25	 6

PLAYER STATS 2025/26

LEAGUE 
LOOK

Last Saturday saw a lot of games across the third 
tier postponed due to weather, including our 
fixture away to Doncaster, so let’s track back a few 
days before to New Year’s Day which saw a full 
round of fixtures.

AFC Wimbledon beat their London rivals Leyton 
Orient 3-1 in an important victory for the Dons. 
Johnnie Jackson’s side came from behind to earn all 
three points.

Lincoln and Huddersfield played out at 1-1 draw at 
Sincil Bank, Leo Castledine continued his fine form 
and put Huddersfield in front, but Lincoln responded 
with an Adam Reach goal just eight minutes later.

Bradford suffered a heavy defeat on the road, losing 
3-0 to Mansfield Town on a bad day at the office for 
the Bantams. Stockport also dropped points away at 
Northampton, drawing 0-0 with the Cobblers.

Doncaster and Bolton drew 1-1 in Yorkshire in what 
was a tightly contested match and Plymouth grabbed 
a point away at our visitors today, Stevenage, also 
drawing 1-1.

Reading continued their good run with a routine  
2-0 home victory over Burton and Peterborough  
also continued their strong form with an away win 
against Rotherham.

As we know, the Town went down to a 1-0 defeat at 
Exeter, while the spoils were shared between Wigan 
and Barnsley who drew 1-1 after an Adam Phillips 
equalizer for Barnsley. Cardiff also dropped points as 
they drew with Wycombe at Adams Park.

Port Vale recorded a statement victory over 10-man 
Blackpool, winning 5-1 at Vale Park. After going 1-0 
down, a Blackpool red card changed the game and 
the Valiants scored five times in the second half to 
earn a rare victory.

In the pick of today’s games, Stockport host 
Huddersfield while leaders Cardiff head to  
Leyton Orient.

AROUND THE 
GROUNDS IN THE 
THIRD TIER

Adam Reach scored 
for Lincoln against 
Huddersfield in their 
1-1 draw
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FIXTURES & RESULTS 2025/26
		  KO	RES		 POS	ATT     AWAY												            SUB 1	 SUB 2	 SUB 3	 SUB 4	 SUB 5	
AUGUST																					                   
FRI 1	 AFC WIMBLEDON 	 20:00	 W	 1-0	 12	 11,735	 1,321	 Keeley	 Walters 	 Lonwijk	 Makosso	 Andersen	 Naismith	 Saville	 Clark	 Walsh	 Alli	 Wells	 Nelson	 Fanne	 Baptiste	 Woodrow	McGuinness	
SAT 8	 PETERBOROUGH UNITED	 12:30	 W	 2-0	 4	 10,827	 2,995	 Keeley	 Walters	 Alli	 Makosso	  ANDERSEN 1	  Naismith	 Saville	 CLARK 1	 Baptiste	 Yates	 Wells	 Lonwijk	 Walsh	 Fanne	 McGuinness	 Nelson	
TUE 12	 COVENTRY CITY (CC1)	 19:45	 L	 0-1	 -	 10,536	 515	 Shea	 Kodua	 Bramall	 Chigozie	 McGuinness	 Holmes	 Walsh	 Nelson	 Fanne	 Woodrow	 Nordås	 Lonwijk	 Alli	 Richards	 Yates	 Phillips	
SAT 16	 BRADFORD CITY	 15:00 	 L	 1-2	 9	 20,233	 1,338	 Keeley	 Alli	 Lonwijk	 McGuinness	  Andersen	 Naismith	 Saville	 Clark	 Baptiste	 Fanne	 Yates	 KODUA 1	 Bramall	 Nordås	 Nelson	 Walsh	
TUE 19	 WIGAN ATHLETIC	 19:45	 W	 1-0	 6	 10,751	 562	 Keeley	 Kodua	 Bramall	 Lonwijk	 McGuinness	 Naismith	 SAVILLE 1	 Clark	 Walsh	 Alli	 Yates	 Nordås	 Nelson	 Holmes	 		
SAT 23	 CARDIFF CITY	 12:30	 L	 0-1	 11	 11,456	 1,345	 Keeley	 Lonwijk	 Alli	 Makosso	 McGuinness	 Naismith	 Saville	 Clark	 Walsh	 Wells	 Nordås	 Yates	 Kodua	 Nelson	 Baptiste	 Bramall 	
SAT 30	 BURTON ALBION	 15:00	 W	 3-0	 7	 4,487	 1,675	 Keeley	 Kodua	 ALLI 1	 Makosso	 McGuinness	 Lonwijk	 Saville	 Clark	 NELSON 1	 Yates	 NORDÅS 1	 Wells	 Walsh	 Naismith	 Bramall		
SEPTEMBER	
TUE 2	 BARNET (VT)	 19:30	 W	 4-1	 -	 3,157	 404	 Shea 	 Kodua	 BRAMALL 1	Chigozie	 Makosso	 Naismith	 Richards	 Walsh	 Nelson	 YATES 1	 NORDÅS 1	 MORRIS 1	 Alli	 Lonwijk	 Fanne	 Phillips	
SAT 13	 PLYMOUTH ARGYLE	 15:00	 L	 2-3	 9	 11,801	 1,342	 Keeley 	 Kodua	 Alli	 Makosso	 Andersen	 Lonwijk	 Saville	 Clark  	 Nelson	 YATES 1	 Nordås	 WELLS 1	 Naismith	 Morris	 Bramall	 Gbodé 	
SAT 20	 LINCOLN CITY	 12:30	 L	 1-3	 11	 9,255	 1,433	 Keeley	 Lonwijk	 Alli	 Mengi	 Andersen	 Naismith	 Saville	 CLARK 1	 Nelson	 Yates	 Wells	 Gbodé	 Morris	 Makosso	 Bramall	 Nordås	
SAT 27	 DONCASTER ROVERS	 15:00	 W	 1-0	 10	 10,597	 1,072	 Keeley	 Makosso 	NAISMITH 1	Mengi	 Andersen	 Fanne	 Saville	 Morris	 Nelson	 Alli	 Wells	 Kodua	 Gbodé	 Nakamba	 Bramall	 Richards	
TUE 30	 BLACKPOOL	 19:45	 D	 2-2	 7	 8,530	 520	 Keeley	 Makosso	 Bramall	 Naismith	 Andersen	 Fanne	 Saville	 Morris	 Nelson	 Alli	 Wells	 CLARK 1	 Gbodé	 KODUA 1	 Richards	 Nordås	
OCTOBER	
SAT 4	 STEVENAGE	 15:00	 L	 0-2	 11	 7,228	 1,363	 Keeley	 Makosso	 Naismith	 Mengi	 Andersen	 Fanne	 Saville	 Kodua	 Richards	 Bramall	 Nordås	 Gbodé	 Alli	 Clark	 Morris	 Wells	
TUE 7	 CAMBRIDGE UNITED (VT)	 19:00	 L	 1-3	 -	 1,767	 591	 Shea	 Lonwijk	 Bramall	 Mengi	 ANDERSEN 1	 Naismith	 Nelson	 Clark	 Morris	 Alli	 Nordås	 Richards	 Fanne	 Yates	 Kodua	 Gbodé	
SAT 18	 MANSFIELD TOWN	 15:00	 L	 0-2	 14	 11,784	 1,308	 Keeley	 Makosso	 Naismith	 Mengi	 Andersen	 Fanne	 Saville	 Clark	 Kodua	 Alli	 Wells	 Yates	 Nelson	 Bramall	 Nordås	
SAT 25	 NORTHAMPTON TOWN	 15:00	 W	 1-0	 10	 8,029	 1,551	 Keeley	 Lonwijk	 Bramall	 Mengi	 Naismith	 FANNE 1	 Saville	 Clark	 Kodua	 Richards	 Wells	 Yates	 Jones	 Odoffin	 Andersen	
TUE 28	 BRIGHTON & HA U21 (VT)	19:00	 W	 3-1	 -	 2,212	 69	 Shea	 Odoffin	 Bramall	 EVANS 1	 Andersen	 Nakamba	 Walsh	 Nelson	 Kodua	 Gbodé	 YATES 2	 Fox	 Alli	 Makosso	 Nordå	 Richards	
FRI 31	 FOREST GREEN (FAC1) 	 19:30	 W	 4-3	 -	 4,511	 462	 Keeley	 Lonwijk	 Bramall	 Mengi	 Naismith	 FANNE 1	 Saville	 Walsh	 Richards	 Jones	 WELLS 2	 Al-Hamadi	 Nelson	 Yates	 KODUA 1	 Odoffin	
NOVEMBER	
SAT 8	 STOCKPORT COUNTY	 15:00	 W	 3-0	 9	 10,090	 1,151	 Keeley	 JONES 1 	BRAMALL 1	 Mengi	 Andersen	 Naismith	 Saville	 Walsh	 RICHARDS 1	 Fanne	 Wells	 Kodua	 Odoffin	 Yates 	 Al-Hamadi	
SAT 15	 ROTHERHAM UNITED	 15:00	 D	 0-0	 8	 11,091	 711	 Keeley	 Jones   	 Bramall   	 Mengi	 Andersen	 Naismith	 Walsh	 Fanne	 Richards   	 Yates	 Wells	 Kodua	 Nelson	 Brown	 Alli	
SAT 22	 BARNSLEY	 15:00	 L	 0-5	 12	 10,882	 1,478	 Keeley	 Jones	 Bramall	 Mengi	 Andersen	 Naismith	 Saville	 Walsh	 Nelson	 Kodua	 Wells	 Yates	 Alli	 Richards	 Odoffin	 Fanne	
TUE 25	 HUDDERSFIELD TOWN	 19:45	 W	 2-1	 7	 9,971	 589	 Keeley	 Odoffin	 Bramall	 Mengi	 Lonwijk	 Naismith	 Saville	 Walsh	 RICHARDS 1	 Fanne	 YATES 1	 Brown	 Andersen	 Morris	
SAT 29	 BOLTON WANDERERS	 15:00	 D	 1-1	 7	 11,204	 1,329	 Keeley	 Odoffin	 Bramall	 Mengi	 Lonwijk	 Naismith	 Saville	 Walsh	 Brown	 Fanne	 Yates   	 KODUA 1	 Morris	 Alli	
DECEMBER	
TUE 2	 EXETER CITY (VT)	 19:00	 W	 4-0		  2,233	 136	 Shea	 Walters	 Johnson	 Andersen	 Makosso	 Nakamba	 NELSON 1	 MORRIS 1	 Alli	 Kodua	 NORDÅS 2	 Gbodé	 Ioannides	 Fox	 L-Jones	
SAT 6	 FLEETWOOD TOWN (FAC2)	15:00	 D	 2-2*		  1,180	 663	 Shea	 Walters	 Johnson	 Andersen	 MENGI 1	 Saville	 Nelson   	 Richards	 Fanne	 Alli	 Nordås	 Walsh 	 Kodua	 YATES 1	   Brown  Morris  Naismith	
TUE 9	 LEYTON ORIENT	 19:45	 D	 1-1	 7	 8,176	 1,246	 Keeley	 Lonwijk	 Bramall	 Naismith	 Mengi   	 Saville	 Walsh	 Fanne	 Brown	 KODUA 1	 Yates	 Andersen	 Morris	 Clark	 Nordås	 Nelson	
SAT 13	 PORT VALE	 15:00	 D	 2-2	 7	 10,867	 1,041	 Keeley	 Lonwijk	BRAMALL 1	Naismith 	 Mengi	 ANDERSEN 1	 Saville	 Walsh	 Alli	 Kodua  	 Brown	 Morris	 Clark	 Wells	 Fanne	 Nordås	
THU 18	 READING 	 20:00	 L	 2-3	 7	 9,252	 1,101	 Keeley	 LONWIJK 1	Bramall	 Naismith	 Mengi	 Andersen  	CLARK 1	 Walsh	 Fanne	 Kodua	 Wells	 Morris	 Yates	 Brown	 Nelson	 Saville	
FRI 26	 WYCOMBE WANDERERS	 15:00 	 W	 4-0	 8	 11,596	 1,092	 Keeley	 Lonwijk	 Johnson	 Andersen	 Mengi	 Walsh	 Fanne	 KODUA 2	 CLARK 1 	 Bramall	 Wells	 Yates	 Saville	 Odoffin	 MORRIS 1	 Nelson	
MON 29	LEYTON ORIENT	 15:00	 W	 3-0	 8	 11,736	 1,327	 Keeley	 Lonwijk	 Johnson	 Andersen	 Mengi	 Walsh	 Fanne	 KODUA 1	 CLARK 1 	 MORRIS 1	 Wells	 Saville	 Bramall	 Nelson	 Yates	 Walters	
JANUARY	
THU 1	 EXETER CITY	 15:00	 L	 0-1	 8	 7,912	 966	 Shea	 Walters	 Johnson	 Lonwijk	 Mengi	 Walsh	 Saville	 Morris	 Clark	 Bramall	 Yates	 Wells	 Brown	 Fanne	 Nelson	
SAT 10	 STEVENAGE	 12:30	
TUE 13	 SWINDON TOWN (VT)	 19:00	
SAT 17	 LINCOLN CITY	 15:00	
SAT 24	 PLYMOUTH ARGYLE	 12:30	
TUE 27	 HUDDERSFIELD TOWN	 19:45	
SAT 31	 BLACKPOOL	 15:00	
FEBRUARY	
SAT 7	 BRADFORD CITY	 12:30	
SAT 14	 CARDIFF CITY	 15:00	
TUE 17	 WIGAN ATHLETIC	 19:45	
SAT 21	 BURTON ALBION	 15:00	
SAT 28	 PORT VALE	 15:00	
MARCH	
SAT 7	 READING	 15:00	
SAT 14	 WYCOMBE WANDERERS	 15:00	
TUE 17	 EXETER CITY	 19:45	
SAT 21	 STOCKPORT COUNTY	 15:00	
SAT 28	 ROTHERHAM UNITED	 15:00	
APRIL	
FRI 3	 PETERBOROUGH UNITED	 15:00	
MON 6	 AFC WIMBLEDON	 15:00	
SAT 11	 NORTHAMPTON TOWN	 15:00	
SAT 18	 MANSFIELD TOWN	 15:00	
SAT 25	 BARNSLEY	 15:00	
MAY	
SAT 2	 BOLTON WANDERERS	 15:00
TBC	 DONCASTER ROVERS	 P-P																						                    
*lost 4-2 on penalties 
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		  KO	RES		 POS	ATT     AWAY												            SUB 1	 SUB 2	 SUB 3	 SUB 4	 SUB 5	
AUGUST																					                   
FRI 1	 AFC WIMBLEDON 	 20:00	 W	 1-0	 12	 11,735	 1,321	 Keeley	 Walters 	 Lonwijk	 Makosso	 Andersen	 Naismith	 Saville	 Clark	 Walsh	 Alli	 Wells	 Nelson	 Fanne	 Baptiste	 Woodrow	McGuinness	
SAT 8	 PETERBOROUGH UNITED	 12:30	 W	 2-0	 4	 10,827	 2,995	 Keeley	 Walters	 Alli	 Makosso	  ANDERSEN 1	  Naismith	 Saville	 CLARK 1	 Baptiste	 Yates	 Wells	 Lonwijk	 Walsh	 Fanne	 McGuinness	 Nelson	
TUE 12	 COVENTRY CITY (CC1)	 19:45	 L	 0-1	 -	 10,536	 515	 Shea	 Kodua	 Bramall	 Chigozie	 McGuinness	 Holmes	 Walsh	 Nelson	 Fanne	 Woodrow	 Nordås	 Lonwijk	 Alli	 Richards	 Yates	 Phillips	
SAT 16	 BRADFORD CITY	 15:00 	 L	 1-2	 9	 20,233	 1,338	 Keeley	 Alli	 Lonwijk	 McGuinness	  Andersen	 Naismith	 Saville	 Clark	 Baptiste	 Fanne	 Yates	 KODUA 1	 Bramall	 Nordås	 Nelson	 Walsh	
TUE 19	 WIGAN ATHLETIC	 19:45	 W	 1-0	 6	 10,751	 562	 Keeley	 Kodua	 Bramall	 Lonwijk	 McGuinness	 Naismith	 SAVILLE 1	 Clark	 Walsh	 Alli	 Yates	 Nordås	 Nelson	 Holmes	 		
SAT 23	 CARDIFF CITY	 12:30	 L	 0-1	 11	 11,456	 1,345	 Keeley	 Lonwijk	 Alli	 Makosso	 McGuinness	 Naismith	 Saville	 Clark	 Walsh	 Wells	 Nordås	 Yates	 Kodua	 Nelson	 Baptiste	 Bramall 	
SAT 30	 BURTON ALBION	 15:00	 W	 3-0	 7	 4,487	 1,675	 Keeley	 Kodua	 ALLI 1	 Makosso	 McGuinness	 Lonwijk	 Saville	 Clark	 NELSON 1	 Yates	 NORDÅS 1	 Wells	 Walsh	 Naismith	 Bramall		
SEPTEMBER	
TUE 2	 BARNET (VT)	 19:30	 W	 4-1	 -	 3,157	 404	 Shea 	 Kodua	 BRAMALL 1	Chigozie	 Makosso	 Naismith	 Richards	 Walsh	 Nelson	 YATES 1	 NORDÅS 1	 MORRIS 1	 Alli	 Lonwijk	 Fanne	 Phillips	
SAT 13	 PLYMOUTH ARGYLE	 15:00	 L	 2-3	 9	 11,801	 1,342	 Keeley 	 Kodua	 Alli	 Makosso	 Andersen	 Lonwijk	 Saville	 Clark  	 Nelson	 YATES 1	 Nordås	 WELLS 1	 Naismith	 Morris	 Bramall	 Gbodé 	
SAT 20	 LINCOLN CITY	 12:30	 L	 1-3	 11	 9,255	 1,433	 Keeley	 Lonwijk	 Alli	 Mengi	 Andersen	 Naismith	 Saville	 CLARK 1	 Nelson	 Yates	 Wells	 Gbodé	 Morris	 Makosso	 Bramall	 Nordås	
SAT 27	 DONCASTER ROVERS	 15:00	 W	 1-0	 10	 10,597	 1,072	 Keeley	 Makosso 	NAISMITH 1	Mengi	 Andersen	 Fanne	 Saville	 Morris	 Nelson	 Alli	 Wells	 Kodua	 Gbodé	 Nakamba	 Bramall	 Richards	
TUE 30	 BLACKPOOL	 19:45	 D	 2-2	 7	 8,530	 520	 Keeley	 Makosso	 Bramall	 Naismith	 Andersen	 Fanne	 Saville	 Morris	 Nelson	 Alli	 Wells	 CLARK 1	 Gbodé	 KODUA 1	 Richards	 Nordås	
OCTOBER	
SAT 4	 STEVENAGE	 15:00	 L	 0-2	 11	 7,228	 1,363	 Keeley	 Makosso	 Naismith	 Mengi	 Andersen	 Fanne	 Saville	 Kodua	 Richards	 Bramall	 Nordås	 Gbodé	 Alli	 Clark	 Morris	 Wells	
TUE 7	 CAMBRIDGE UNITED (VT)	 19:00	 L	 1-3	 -	 1,767	 591	 Shea	 Lonwijk	 Bramall	 Mengi	 ANDERSEN 1	 Naismith	 Nelson	 Clark	 Morris	 Alli	 Nordås	 Richards	 Fanne	 Yates	 Kodua	 Gbodé	
SAT 18	 MANSFIELD TOWN	 15:00	 L	 0-2	 14	 11,784	 1,308	 Keeley	 Makosso	 Naismith	 Mengi	 Andersen	 Fanne	 Saville	 Clark	 Kodua	 Alli	 Wells	 Yates	 Nelson	 Bramall	 Nordås	
SAT 25	 NORTHAMPTON TOWN	 15:00	 W	 1-0	 10	 8,029	 1,551	 Keeley	 Lonwijk	 Bramall	 Mengi	 Naismith	 FANNE 1	 Saville	 Clark	 Kodua	 Richards	 Wells	 Yates	 Jones	 Odoffin	 Andersen	
TUE 28	 BRIGHTON & HA U21 (VT)	19:00	 W	 3-1	 -	 2,212	 69	 Shea	 Odoffin	 Bramall	 EVANS 1	 Andersen	 Nakamba	 Walsh	 Nelson	 Kodua	 Gbodé	 YATES 2	 Fox	 Alli	 Makosso	 Nordå	 Richards	
FRI 31	 FOREST GREEN (FAC1) 	 19:30	 W	 4-3	 -	 4,511	 462	 Keeley	 Lonwijk	 Bramall	 Mengi	 Naismith	 FANNE 1	 Saville	 Walsh	 Richards	 Jones	 WELLS 2	 Al-Hamadi	 Nelson	 Yates	 KODUA 1	 Odoffin	
NOVEMBER	
SAT 8	 STOCKPORT COUNTY	 15:00	 W	 3-0	 9	 10,090	 1,151	 Keeley	 JONES 1 	BRAMALL 1	 Mengi	 Andersen	 Naismith	 Saville	 Walsh	 RICHARDS 1	 Fanne	 Wells	 Kodua	 Odoffin	 Yates 	 Al-Hamadi	
SAT 15	 ROTHERHAM UNITED	 15:00	 D	 0-0	 8	 11,091	 711	 Keeley	 Jones   	 Bramall   	 Mengi	 Andersen	 Naismith	 Walsh	 Fanne	 Richards   	 Yates	 Wells	 Kodua	 Nelson	 Brown	 Alli	
SAT 22	 BARNSLEY	 15:00	 L	 0-5	 12	 10,882	 1,478	 Keeley	 Jones	 Bramall	 Mengi	 Andersen	 Naismith	 Saville	 Walsh	 Nelson	 Kodua	 Wells	 Yates	 Alli	 Richards	 Odoffin	 Fanne	
TUE 25	 HUDDERSFIELD TOWN	 19:45	 W	 2-1	 7	 9,971	 589	 Keeley	 Odoffin	 Bramall	 Mengi	 Lonwijk	 Naismith	 Saville	 Walsh	 RICHARDS 1	 Fanne	 YATES 1	 Brown	 Andersen	 Morris	
SAT 29	 BOLTON WANDERERS	 15:00	 D	 1-1	 7	 11,204	 1,329	 Keeley	 Odoffin	 Bramall	 Mengi	 Lonwijk	 Naismith	 Saville	 Walsh	 Brown	 Fanne	 Yates   	 KODUA 1	 Morris	 Alli	
DECEMBER	
TUE 2	 EXETER CITY (VT)	 19:00	 W	 4-0		  2,233	 136	 Shea	 Walters	 Johnson	 Andersen	 Makosso	 Nakamba	 NELSON 1	 MORRIS 1	 Alli	 Kodua	 NORDÅS 2	 Gbodé	 Ioannides	 Fox	 L-Jones	
SAT 6	 FLEETWOOD TOWN (FAC2)	15:00	 D	 2-2*		  1,180	 663	 Shea	 Walters	 Johnson	 Andersen	 MENGI 1	 Saville	 Nelson   	 Richards	 Fanne	 Alli	 Nordås	 Walsh 	 Kodua	 YATES 1	   Brown  Morris  Naismith	
TUE 9	 LEYTON ORIENT	 19:45	 D	 1-1	 7	 8,176	 1,246	 Keeley	 Lonwijk	 Bramall	 Naismith	 Mengi   	 Saville	 Walsh	 Fanne	 Brown	 KODUA 1	 Yates	 Andersen	 Morris	 Clark	 Nordås	 Nelson	
SAT 13	 PORT VALE	 15:00	 D	 2-2	 7	 10,867	 1,041	 Keeley	 Lonwijk	BRAMALL 1	Naismith 	 Mengi	 ANDERSEN 1	 Saville	 Walsh	 Alli	 Kodua  	 Brown	 Morris	 Clark	 Wells	 Fanne	 Nordås	
THU 18	 READING 	 20:00	 L	 2-3	 7	 9,252	 1,101	 Keeley	 LONWIJK 1	Bramall	 Naismith	 Mengi	 Andersen  	CLARK 1	 Walsh	 Fanne	 Kodua	 Wells	 Morris	 Yates	 Brown	 Nelson	 Saville	
FRI 26	 WYCOMBE WANDERERS	 15:00 	 W	 4-0	 8	 11,596	 1,092	 Keeley	 Lonwijk	 Johnson	 Andersen	 Mengi	 Walsh	 Fanne	 KODUA 2	 CLARK 1 	 Bramall	 Wells	 Yates	 Saville	 Odoffin	 MORRIS 1	 Nelson	
MON 29	LEYTON ORIENT	 15:00	 W	 3-0	 8	 11,736	 1,327	 Keeley	 Lonwijk	 Johnson	 Andersen	 Mengi	 Walsh	 Fanne	 KODUA 1	 CLARK 1 	 MORRIS 1	 Wells	 Saville	 Bramall	 Nelson	 Yates	 Walters	
JANUARY	
THU 1	 EXETER CITY	 15:00	 L	 0-1	 8	 7,912	 966	 Shea	 Walters	 Johnson	 Lonwijk	 Mengi	 Walsh	 Saville	 Morris	 Clark	 Bramall	 Yates	 Wells	 Brown	 Fanne	 Nelson	
SAT 10	 STEVENAGE	 12:30	
TUE 13	 SWINDON TOWN (VT)	 19:00	
SAT 17	 LINCOLN CITY	 15:00	
SAT 24	 PLYMOUTH ARGYLE	 12:30	
TUE 27	 HUDDERSFIELD TOWN	 19:45	
SAT 31	 BLACKPOOL	 15:00	
FEBRUARY	
SAT 7	 BRADFORD CITY	 12:30	
SAT 14	 CARDIFF CITY	 15:00	
TUE 17	 WIGAN ATHLETIC	 19:45	
SAT 21	 BURTON ALBION	 15:00	
SAT 28	 PORT VALE	 15:00	
MARCH	
SAT 7	 READING	 15:00	
SAT 14	 WYCOMBE WANDERERS	 15:00	
TUE 17	 EXETER CITY	 19:45	
SAT 21	 STOCKPORT COUNTY	 15:00	
SAT 28	 ROTHERHAM UNITED	 15:00	
APRIL	
FRI 3	 PETERBOROUGH UNITED	 15:00	
MON 6	 AFC WIMBLEDON	 15:00	
SAT 11	 NORTHAMPTON TOWN	 15:00	
SAT 18	 MANSFIELD TOWN	 15:00	
SAT 25	 BARNSLEY	 15:00	
MAY	
SAT 2	 BOLTON WANDERERS	 15:00
TBC	 DONCASTER ROVERS	 P-P																						                    
*lost 4-2 on penalties 

Team	 P	 W	 D	 L	 GD	 Pts
Cardiff	 24	 16	 3	 5	 18	 51
Lincoln	 25	 14	 6	 5	 14	 48
Bradford	 24	 13	 7	 4	 9	 46
Huddersfield	 25	 11	 6	 8	 11	 39
Bolton	 24	 10	 9	 5	 9	 39
Stockport	 24	 11	 6	 7	 3	 39
Stevenage	 22	 10	 7	 5	 8	 37
Luton	 24	 10	 5	 9	 4	 35
Reading	 24	 9	 8	 7	 4	 35
Wycombe	 25	 8	 9	 8	 4	 33
Mansfield	 23	 9	 5	 9	 3	 32
Peterborough	 24	 10	 2	 12	 -3	 32
Wimbledon	 24	 9	 4	 11	 -6	 31
Exeter	 24	 9	 3	 12	 2	 30
Wigan	 24	 7	 9	 8	 -1	 30
Plymouth	 25	 9	 3	 13	 -7	 30
Barnsley	 21	 8	 5	 8	 0	 29
Blackpool	 25	 8	 5	 12	 -6	 29
Northampton	 24	 8	 5	 11	 -6	 29
Leyton Orient	 24	 8	 4	 12	 -6	 28
Burton 	 24	 7	 6	 11	 -11	 27
Rotherham	 24	 6	 6	 12	 -13	 24
Doncaster	 24	 6	 5	 13	 -17	 23
Port Vale	 23	 4	 6	 13	 -13	 18

TABLE 2025/26

TODAY'S Fixtures
12.30PM KO
Stockport v Huddersfield
3PM KO
Bradford v Rotherham
Leyton Orient v Cardiff
Peterborough v Bolton

TOWN Totals
	 W	 D	 L	 F	 A
HOME	 1572	 695	 635	 5798	 3263
AWAY	 750	 719	 1420	 3325	 4980
NEUTRAL	 6	 4	 13	 29	 43
TOTAL	 2328	 1418	 2068	 9152	 8286
At KR	 1442	 667	 581	 5259	 3017

5,814 games played

1 Liam Rosenior 2 Tony Thorpe 3 Luke Berry, Danny Hylton, James Justin and Luke Gambin 
4 Gabon 5 Fourteen 6 One 7 Dundee United 8 The Millers 9 Harrison Reed 10 Cheltenham Town

T H E 

QUIZ
Can you answer these 10 Town 
teasers? Quiz your family members 
and see if they can get all 10! The 
prize? Nothing – just pride and 
honour. Let’s get into it...

1. Who is the new manager of Chelsea?

2. We beat Blackpool on this day in 1998 – 
who scored a hat-trick for the Hatters?

3. We beat Stevenage 7-1 here in October 
2017 – name the four goalscorers

4. Which African nation sacked their 
manager and players after their AFCON exit?

5. How many months in charge was  
Ruben Amorim at Manchester United?

6. When Edgar Davids was player/manager 
at Barnet, which squad number did he 
chose?

7. Which club has won the Dundee derby 
the most?

8. What is the nickname of  
Rotherham United?

9. Who scored an injury-time equaliser  
to earn Fulham a draw with Liverpool  
last week?

10. Which team play at  
Whaddon Road?

How did you do? 0-3 The Pitts.  
4-7 Courtney Pitt. 8-10 Simon Pitts.
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SEASONS TO 
REMEMBER

After missing out  
on promotion from 
Division Three (now 
League One) in 1968/69 
by a whisker, the Town 
hoped to go one better in 
the new campaign. 

They would have to do it 
without golden boy Bruce 
Rioch though after he 
was sold to Aston Villa for 
£100,000 which was then 
a record for the division.

The money was wisely 
spent by manager Alec 
Stock with full-backs 
John Ryan and Malcolm 
Macdonald arriving from 
Fulham and forward John 
Collins from Reading.

After biding his time, 
Stock struck again early 
in the season and brought 
in striker Matt Tees from 
Charlton and centre-half 
Chris Nicholl from Halifax.

With Macdonald 
now pushed up front 
and forming a lethal 
partnership with Tees, the 
Hatters went on a 13-game 
unbeaten run as they took 
the division by storm. 

Four straight defeats over 
Christmas took the wind 

out of their sails a bit and 
although wins started 
arriving again, the team 
could never quite regain 
its early season form.

Showing resilience though 
the Town refused to give in 
to the doubters and came 
back from inexplicable 
defeats to pull off valiant 
wins – none more so than 
when emerging victorious 
with 1-0 victories at 
promotion challengers 
Reading and Fulham.

On the evening of the 
FA Cup final the Town 
thrashed Walsall 3-0 
at Kenilworth Road and 
followed it up with a nail-
biting 1-0 home victory 
over Southport. 

When it was learnt that 
strugglers Gillingham, who 
had beaten all the top sides 
away, had won at Bristol 
Rovers the supporters 
realised that one point from 
the final two games would 
secure promotion.

The single point was duly 
won at Mansfield in a 
turgid 0-0 draw leaving 
the final game – a 2-1 win 
at Rochdale – the icing on 
the cake.

Hatters Heritage’s Roger Wash looks back on some of our finest ever campaigns

Player focus
Skipper Mike Keen 
led by example and 
dragged the team 
to promotion. Only 
now can supporters 
realise what a clever 
player he was as they 
didn’t fully appreciate 
him at the time!

Season standout
It was £17,500 well 
spent as Malcolm 
Macdonald rewarded 
the Luton coaching 
staff, who converted 
him from a full-back 
to goalscoring hero, 
with 25 goals. What 
a player!

1969/70
THIRD DIVISION 	 PLD	 W	 D	 L	 GAV	 PTS
1	 Orient (C, P)	 46	 25	 12	 9	 1.861	 62
2	 Luton Town (P)	 46	 23	 14	 9	 1.791	 60
3	 Bristol Rovers	 46	 20	 16	 10	 1.356	 56
4	 Fulham	 46	 20	 15	 11	 1.473	 55
5	 Brighton & Hove Albion	 46	 23	 9	 14	 1.326	 55
6	 Mansfield Town	 46	 21	 11	 14	 1.429	 53
7	 Barnsley	 46	 19	 15	 12	 1.153	 53
8	 Reading	 46	 21	 11	 14	 1.13	 53
9	 Rochdale	 46	 18	 10	 18	 1.15	 46
10	 Bradford City	 46	 17	 12	 17	 1.14	 46
11	 Doncaster Rovers	 46	 17	 12	 17	 0.963	 46
12	 Walsall	 46	 17	 12	 17	 0.806	 46
13	 Torquay United	 46	 14	 17	 15	 1.051	 45
14	 Rotherham United	 46	 15	 14	 17	 1.148	 44
15	 Shrewsbury Town	 46	 13	 18	 15	 0.984	44
16	 Tranmere Rovers	 46	 14	 16	 16	 0.778	 44
17	 Plymouth Argyle	 46	 16	 11	 19	 0.875	 43
18	 Halifax Town	 46	 14	 15	 17	 0.746	 43
19	 Bury	 46	 15	 11	 20	 0.938	 41
20	 Gillingham	 46	 13	 13	 20	0.813	39
21	 Bournemouth & Boscombe (R)	 46	 12	 15	 19	 0.676	 39
22	 Southport (R)	 46	 14	 10	 22	 0.727	 38
23	 Barrow (R)	 46	 8	 14	 24	 0.568	 30
24	 Stockport County (R)	 46	 6	 11	 29	 0.38	 23
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theTEAMS

1	 JAMES SHEA 
2	 REUELL WALTERS
3	 KAL NAISMITH
5	 MADS ANDERSEN
7	 MILLENIC ALLI
8	 LIAM WALSH
9	 JERRY YATES
11	 ELIJAH ADEBAYO
12	 ALI AL-HAMADI
13	 MARVELOUS NAKAMBA
14	 SHAYDEN MORRIS
15	 TEDEN MENGI
16	 HAKEEM ODOFFIN
17	 NIGEL LONWIJK
18	 JORDAN CLARK
19	 JACOB BROWN
21	 NAHKI WELLS
22	 LAMINE FANNE
23	 GEORGE SAVILLE
24	 JOSH KEELEY 
25	 ISAIAH JONES
26	 SHANDON BAPTISTE
27	 JAKE RICHARDS
28	 CHRIST MAKOSSO
30	 GIDEON KODUA
31	 JOE GBODÉ
33	 COHEN BRAMALL
37	 ZACK NELSON
38	 JOE JOHNSON
39	 JOSH PHILLIPS
42	 CHRISTIAN CHIGOZIE

LUTON 
TOWN

1	 FILIP MARSCHALL 
2	 LUTHER JAMES-WILDIN
3	 DAN BUTLER
4	 JORDAN HOUGHTON
5	 CARL PIERGIANNI
6	 DAN SWEENEY
7	 NICK FREEMAN
8	 DANIEL PHILLIPS
9	 GASSAN AHADME
10	 DAN KEMP
11	 JORDAN ROBERTS
12	 TYREECE SIMPSON
13	 TAYE ASHBY-HAMMOND 
14	 SAXON EARLEY
15	 CHARLIE GOODE
16	 LEWIS FREESTONE
17	 JASPER PATTENDEN
18	 HARVEY WHITE
19	 JAMIE REID
20	 CHEM CAMPBELL
22	 JAKE YOUNG
23	 LOUIS THOMPSON 
24	 JOVAN MALCOLM
27	 MATHAEUS ROBERTS
30	 BERYLY LUBALA
32	 ELLIS BATES
33	 RYAN DOHERTY
36	 MAX WOODFORD 
44	 PHOENIX PATTERSON

MANAGER	 JACK WILSHERE MANAGER   ALEX REVELL

STEVENAGE

The Officials
REFEREE SIMON MATHER
ASSISTANT REFEREE SCOTT WILLIAMS
ASSISTANT REFEREE LEIGH CROWHURST
FOURTH OFFICIAL WILLIAM DAVIS

Match Sponsor
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