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B by Roger Wash, the Luton Town
Football Club historian

WHEN the Town were forced to
leave their Dunstable Road
ground in 1905, the club’s Board
decided to buy a plot of land
only a goal kick away.

The site, at the end of the newly
developed Ivy Road, was smaller than
their previous home, had a part sliced
off by the Luton to Dunstable railway
line and sloped from one corner to
the other. Little did anyone know at
the time that this site, not ideal then,
would be the club’s home for more
than a century.

The old main stand which had
seen service at both Dallow Lane and
Dunstable Road, the club’s previous
grounds, was moved to the new
enclosure and a cinder bank was
built up behind the town (Kenilworth
Road) end. The other two sides of
the ground consisted of wooden
planking.

The first major change to the
ground came in 1922 following a mys-
terious fire which completely
destroyed the main stand. With the
insurance money, the club erected
the present stand, although this only
stretched as far as the present day
tunnel.

Money raised by the Supporters
Club in 1933 enabled the Beech Hill
Path side of the ground to be roofed
and the terracing underneath con-
creted. This was christened the ‘Bob
Stand’ later changed to ‘Bobbers’ as it
cost a bob (one shilling — 5p) to stand
there.

When the Hatters were promoted
to the old Division Two in 1937 some
£30,000, which was a huge sum in
those days, was spent on ground

“improvements.
Houses were bought up in Kenil-
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MEN AT WORK: Proud builders in front of Luton Town’s newly-erected Main Stand in 1922

worth Road in order that part of their
gardens could be utilised in extend-
ing the terrace behind the goal.

The new Kenilworth Road terrace
was regarded locally as one of the
wonders of the modern world as it
was higher than the Clock End at
Arsenal’s Highbury Stadium. Also at
this time the main stand was
extended to the Maple Road corner to

leave the structure essentially as it is
today.

In the following close season more
Supporters Club money was raised to
roof and concrete the terraces of the
Oak Road end.

Although during the next 40 years
various plans were put forward to
make drastic alterations to the Kenil-
worth Road ground, including erect-

We are the experts in commercial
- repairs for your light and
heavyweight vehicles

ing a double-decker stand
over the Kenilworth Road
terrace and replacing the
main stand, there were
only two meodifications,
with the Oak Road end

being extended to its current height
in 1956 and seats being installed in
the Bobbers Stand in 1973.

The Safety of Sports Grounds Act
meant that £380,000 had to be spent on
the stadium in 1980 with fences
erected on and in front of the Oak
Road and Kenilworth Road ends and
extra exits made in the main stand to
ensure that the ground could be evac-
uated in two and a half minutes.

Further great changes were made
in the mid-1980s with the Bobbers
Stand converted to executive boxes,
the covering of the Kenilworth Road
end, seats installed in the main stand
enclosure and in the Oak Road end

T PRYER
CONTRACTOR
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and, most controversially, the laying
of an artificial surface. Seats were
placed in the lower section of the
Kenilworth Road end in 1991 and, at
the same time, the New Stand was
built on the Maple triangle and the
artificial surface rolled up.

The ground became completely all-
seater at the end of the 1993-94 cam-
paign. With the placing of seats at the
very rear of the Kenilworth Road end
during the past close season the
capacity of the ground is now around
10,700, which is a far cry from the
30,069 who were shoe-horned in for
the FA.Cup quarter-final clash
against Blackpool in 1959.

(reen light for new stadium

I by STEVE SIMS

LUTON’S first game at Kenil-
worth Road was a scoreless draw
against Plymouth Argyle on
September 4, 1905.

The opening match in their new
home was billed as the “Green” game
against and despite the 0-0 scoreline
the Luton News reported at the time
that it was a hugely entertaining
match.

The “Green” game got it's name
because the visitors played in green,
the pitch was in perfect green condi-
tion, kick off was performed by J.W.
Green of brewers JW. Green Ltd, the
Luton secretary was Charles Green
and the referee’s name was also
Green.

Luton’s line-up for the Southern
League match was Platt, Blackett,
McCurdy, F Hawkes, White, R Hawkes,
Gallacher, Warner, Brown, Pickering
and Barnes.

The Luton News report said: "The
Luton directors could scarcely have
had a better opening for the new
ground on Monday. The weather was
perfect, the crowd was good and the
spectators had the pleasure of seeing a
magnificent struggle between two
equally good teams.

“There were probably some 6,000
people present and it is safe to say not
one of them begrudged the sixpence
paid for admission. Not often will they
have witnesses a finer, faster or more
exciting game.”

The first chance fell to Luton's

g
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KICK OFF:The opening of Kenilworth Road before the 1905 Plymouth match

Brown who had a shot saved for a cor-
ner then Corrin of Plymouth hit a post.

Brown then burst through only to be
tripped from behind by a Plymouth
defender. There were loud penalty
appeals to no avail. Then the ball hit a
defender’s hand and the referee con-
sulted the linesmen but again Ply-
mouth got away with it.

Argyle’s Corrin netted just before
h:alf-time but it was ruled out for off-
side.

In the second half Plymouth keeper
Sutcliffe ran out to clear but fell over
and landed on top of the ball. Brown
ran it to get a kick of it and angry Ply-

mouth defender Clark pushed him
OVer.

The Luton News report said: “This
led to a bit of an uproar on the part of
the spectators behind the goal and
there appeared to be some very pointed
remarks among the players but the ref-
eree talked gently but firmly to the
men principally concerned and the
game then proceeded.”

Buchanan and Clark fired in shots
for Plymouth before the referee drew
proceeding to a close.

Our reporter said: “It was a fitting
result to a memorable struggle. A vic-
tory for either team would have been

hard lines on the losing team.

“The latter part of the game was not
quite of the same high class a nature as
the first owing to the kicking out tac-
tics, adopted principally by the visitors
but the pace was tremendous all the way
through.”

The report added: “Plymouth are a
very fine lot of men and on Monday's
form it will take a good team to beat
them wherever they may go."

While nowadays you can hear some
vociferous chanting at the football
grounds across the country, in those
days it was a lot different.

Our reporter wrote: “I was sorry to
hear the people behind the goal at the
town's end keeping their tongues wag-
ging so vociferously at various times
within the game and the directors will
be well advised to give attention to this
because shouting and slanging often
lead to trouble.

“There was one particularly loud-
mouthed fellow who was not too both-
ered about his choice of language and
if he should unfortunately be there
another time it would be well if he
c?uld be caught and made an example
of.”

After the game, which had gate
receipts of £120, the club admitted
arrangements for leaving the ground
needed to be refined.

People living in the Dallow Road
neighbourhood were told to use the
entrance at that end of the ground.
Only a couple of hundred of the 6,000
crowd had come into the stadium from

Motorbodies

DRIVING THE FUTURE

Oak Road end.
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DAVE PACEY: Dave scored the
Hatters goal (pictured) when Luton
lost 2-1 to Nottingham Forest in
the 1959 FA Cup Final.

He played 246 league games for
Luton between 1956 and 1965.

He said his favourite Kenilworth
Road memory was the FA Cup
sixth round reply game on the way
to the Wembley final which attract-
ed a crowd of 30,634 - against

'| got first goal of a great comeback

1943 to 1950, said: “I don’t remem-
ber much about the goal but it was
probably the most satisfying I
scored in my career. It was proba-
bly the most exciting game played
at Luton for many years.”

BILLY WAUGH (former player):
A THRILLING four-goal come-
back to beat mighty Newcastle
United is former Luton Town
winger Billy Waugh's fondest
memory of Kenilworth Road.
The Hatters were struggling in
the reformed football league, 1n
1946, facing a strong Second Divi-
sion containing Manchester City,
Tottenham, West Ham and New-
castle. .
More than 25,000 fans packed
into Kenilworth Road on a wet
November Saturday to watch
Luton play the high-flying Mag-
pies, with a front-line including
Jackie Milburn.
Newcastle tore into Luton and

Blackpool on March 4, 1959.

Matthews and Mortenson were
playing against us.

Wednesday afternoon and it was a
record crowd. Vauxhall closed but

workers had to go back in the
evening.

“We all know the size of the
Luton ground. From the touchline

game was lost. Billy, 84, who still
lives in Luton, said: “We were feel-
ing sick. There wasn't a word spo-
ken in the dressing room as we lis-
tened to the Newcastle players
laughing and joking in their dress-
ing room next door.

came in at half-time. There was a
bucket of water in the middle of
the dressing room floor. Without
warning he kicked it over.”

racing on to the pitch for the sec-
ond half and outside right Billy,
nicknamed Rabbit, scored the first
goal of the comeback.

struck three more goals to win the
match 4-3.

He said: “We drew at Blackpool.

“The return match was on

“The manager George Martin

The Luton team responded by

The stage was set and Luton

to the brickwork for the terraces
there Is not not space but the chil-
dren were sitting all around there.

“I was surprised they were
allowed to do it. It was different in
those days, | suppose.

“It was tremendous walking out
to a record crowd.

“The cheers as we walked down
the tunnel got louder as we got
nearer the pitch.”

MICK HARFORD (former player
and ex-director of football):

“It was always a fantastic place
to play because of the intimada-
tion factor. It is a lovely tight
ground. My best memory was a
hat-trick against Watford in 1986 —
and they had my best mate Tony
Coton in goal! >

“There are a lot of good memo-
ries and it was probably the most
enjoyable times of my career. It
was a lovely club and there was a
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Good Luck to all the Goys at
Luton Town from all your
supporters at the Salisbury Arms!

Don't miss out on the fun
at the Salisbury Arms!

Ann the landlady would like fo give you a warm welcome to the
newly refurbished Salisbury Arms

Bungee Jump
on 17th Sept from Tpm - 3pm.
The brave can enter on the day.

Bouncy Castle

is available to keep the
children busy!

BBQ on the day & Disco
from 7pm fill late.

Ann would like to thank everyone
who turned up for the Bungee
Jump in conjunction with Legion on
the 16th July.and £1200 was raised
for the L&D Special Baby unit.

‘Thanks everyone for such a great
day and look forward fo seeing you
all on 17th September

Salisbury Arms,
Selbourne Road.
Luton

01582 571583

M Roger Wash, Luton Town Football
Club’s historian, takes a look-back at the
highlights of the Hatters history since
their move to Kenilworth Road in 1905

WHEN the Town moved to Kenilworth
Road in 1905 they were an established
Southern League Division One side
and although never setting the world
alight more than held their own until a
disastrous 1911/12 season which saw
them relegated to Division Two where
most of the teams were based in
Wales.

Thankfully promotion back to Division
One was achieved two years later, in 1914,
and the club emerged from the ordeal far
stronger and a great deal wiser.

Following the Great War, Southern
League Division One was taken ‘en bloc’ to
form a new Division Three of the Football
League. There then followed several seasons
that always started full of hope and ambi
tion but ultimately ended in failure to even
challenge for promotion to a higher level

By the mid-1930s, such was the growth in
population in Luton and surrounding area,
that the Board of the club felt that they
could afford to push the boat out and spend
some money on the side, safe in the knowl-
edge that spectator support would be forth-

coming

With this decision taken, great changes
were made within the club and players that
would normally have been outside their
reach were taken on and, as predicted, the
crowds increased rapidly. Promotion to
Division Two was narrowly missed in 1936

but the team made no mistake the following
season when they won the Division Three
championship on the back of a superb home
record and the 55 goals of Joe Payne.

With promotion secured, the club
embarked on major ground improvements
which supposedly increased the ground
capacity to over 34,000. More players were
brought in to bolster up an already strong
squad with the ultimate destination of
Division One firmly fixed in the Board’s
sights.

It was a major disappointment that the
club initially struggled in Division Two and
although a mid-table position was eventual-
ly reached there were times during the cam-
paign that relegation, after only one season,
was a real threat.

The sale of Payne to Chelsea did not help
the club’s chances but in the following year
a ready-made replacement was found on
their doorstep. Ampthill-born Hugh

Billington, late of Waterlows, stepped into
the side in November 1938, scoring twice in
a 3-2 win at Tranmere and it was no coinci-
dence that his introduction brought about a
new found confidence that sent the Hatters

=
Kirk Stephens, pavid Moss and
players in Luton

.

Brian Stein were key
is 1981-82 promotion season

AL AD BN B eeBABLBIERe 6600068t viniba

JUST TOPS: The victorious championship winning team of 1936/1937, back row, left to right: Ned Liddell (manager),

Tom King, Jock Finlayson, Joe Coen, Jack Nelson, Tom Smith, Billy Fellowes and Horace Pakes (trainer). Front row,
left to right: Ted Hancock, Albert Dawes, Joe Payne, Fred Roberts and George Stephenson

surging up the table

Billington was a revelation, banging in 28
goals in only 27 games and by Easter 1939
promotion looked a real possibility.
Unfortunately the final three games of the
campaign failed to produce a victory and
the Town missed out on a prize that was
there for the taking.

Undeterred, the team started the 1939-40
season in fine form and actually led the
table when Hitler's invasion of Poland
brought about an abrupt halt to the League
programme. We can only surmise as to how
much this team would have achieved.

After the end of hostilities the Hatters
settled back to League action but could not
replicate their pre-war achievements. After
a few seasons of indifferent performances
the club actually diced with relegation in
1950-51 and it was only impor-
tant wins over fellow strug-
glers, as the season drew to a
{ close, that kept them up.
Relegation scares were
thankfully to become a thing
of the past as manager Dally
Duncan saw his youth policy
come to fruition which
brought into the side young-
sters such as Bob Morton
1 and Gordon Turner who
were to give sterling service

to the Town over many
years.
Aided by some astute

signings of experienced pro-
fessionals to complement
the younger players the
team moved up a gear and
narrowly missed out on pro-
motion to the top flight in
1952-53 and 1953-54 before
finally achieving the ulti-
mate goal in the following
campaign.

The promotion season
was a personal triumph for
record Luton goalscorer,
Gordon Turner, who net-
ted 32 times, but it was a
close run thing with the
Hatters, Birmingham and
Rotherham all locked
together on the same
| number of points. Goal
average came into play
and the unlucky Millers
lost out.

.
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In the*big time for the fipst time infheir
history the Town madethe football world sit
up and take notice by tearing into their
opponents in the early part of the season,
especially at Kenilworth Road. Newcastle
and Blackpool were seen off 4-2 and 3-1
respectively while Wolves, Billy Wright
included, were hammered 5-1. The biggest
battering, however, was reserved for league
leaders Sunderland who returned to
Wearside on the wrong end of an 8-2 defeat.

Lack of strength in depth meant that the
Town could not keep up this start but they
still finished in a respectable mid-table posi-
tion. Over the next couple of seasons fur-
ther mid-table positions were achieved
while early in 1958-59 a run of wins pushed
the side up to top spot.

Season 1958-59 is, however, best remem-
bered for the club’'s march to Wembley
where they reached the TA Cup final for the
ﬁr;t time.h ;

ince the club won promotion t z
gone out of the FA Cup compemioi,;ezt llﬁg
first time of asking, sothere were major
celebrations when Leeds were beaten 5-1 at
Kenilworth Road in round three ip 1959

Leicester were then seenoff after a replay
and by the time the fifth round draw took
the Hatters to Ipswich, cup feyer had hit the
streets of Luton. That hurdle was gyercom
and after another replayed tia thig time
with Blackpool where a recorq g 069 w 5
attracted to Kenilworth Roaq i £
through to the semi-final g

Giantkillers Norwi;h we
Town's opponents in the penyt;
but it was to be no happy ;}é]ilrl:;l?ﬂgt?]ge
Canaries as the Hatters swept throypp aftle
yet another replay. B a2

Talking of happy endings th.
the Tom;ln‘sbinterest il?wthé co)
as, on the big day in May 1959 ¢
not perform and Nottingham Fé?gsﬁ"‘:,m dz]d
and, to rub salt in the Wounq pl, odnf-l
much of the game with only tany meﬁ’ef }(])r
<1a¥{s be{ore substituées. ¥ In the

eaching the FA Cup ling] j
to be a watershed in the clubg ﬁii?toproved
ageing side, a reluctance by tyq BozlgfdAtn
spend money and a new Manager jn, = Al
tre-half Syd Owen, WO althgypn o vt
skipper and sound coach, hag dimculgregt
moving into the hothsetaé;‘ ty in

The upshot was that the Hatio 2
top flight spot in 1960 and thfslﬁgzt}}f‘g
begun. Successive managers trjeq and failgd

SIX years after

it was

re to be the

at is as far as
mpetition went

to arrest the fall but,/only
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appearing at Wembley; the club found itself
in Division Four:

Decay and despair were there for all to see
at Kenilworth Road but the patient needed
to get even worse before it could begin to get
better. A sound attempt was made to get out
of the basement at the first time of asking
but the bid foundered amidst rows over
bonuses as the season reached its climax.

The consequence of these arguments was
that many senior professionals left the Cl}lb
and the 1966-67 campaign was a calamity
with the Hatters finishing four places off a
re-election spot. ]

The slide had been arrested with the
appointment of ex-player Allan Brown as
manager during the 1966-67 season and it
was he alone that prevented the campaign
from becoming an even greater disaster
With a full close season under
his belt Brown purchased wise-
ly and with a solid mix of youth g
and experience the Division
Four title was won easily. The |
Hatters were on their way back
again. g

A near miss in the following
season, during which Brown
was dismissed for ‘disloyalty’,
was followed by promotion
back to Division Two buoyed
by the wealth of chairman,
Tony Hunt, boss of the Vehicle
and General Insurance Group.

All seemed set fair for a fur-
ther promotion with new star
forward, Malcolm Macdonald,
knocking in the goals but,
with the collapse of the chair-
man’s firm, the behind the
scenes problems mquested
themselves on: the pitch and
the bid failed. Macdonald was
sold and the impetus gained
over the past three years was
lost.

Three years later, however,
the Hatters did find them-
selves in a fight for promo-
tion, joining half a dozen
other clubs who _seemed
intent, such was their incon-
sistent play, in a_vmdmg the
top flight. Despite the pri-
vate misgivings of the

wn did go up . — EL 15!= 727 $
Eﬁifdmt?foﬁ‘;’h the 197475  Syd Owen (certre of front row) pictured with other T L o m—— 72 L :
season was not a disaster, - members of Luton's 1959 FA Cup Final ¢
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relegation was the end result.

Grave financial problems then hit the
Town during the following campaign as
Division One contracts still had to be ful-
filled and only the bargain basement sale of
midfielder, Peter Anderson, prevented the
total collapse of the club.

The hatches were battened down for a

couple of years and it was only after David
Pleat was appointed manager in early 1978
that the purse strings were allowed to be
loosened slightly.
_ Pleat set about almost completely chang-
ing the personnel at the club and his first
full season in charge almost ended in relega-
tion but he knew what he was doing and
gradually his new-look side and attacking
style of play began to reap rewards.

David Pleat’s new-look side, after flirting
with relegation in its first season, began to
blossom and finished only four points off
promotion in 1979-80. A win over Oldham in
the last home game of the following cam-
paign would have sent the Hatters up but the
match was lost. Would it be third time
lucky?

The Hatters answered that question in
emphatic style and won the championship of
Division Two at a canter with skill and pace
in abundance. Players such as Ricky Hill,
Brian Stein and Mal Donaghy came into
their own aided by the astute signing of
Brian Horton as skipper.

Pleat did not pretend that Division One
would be easy but his team’s brand of cava-
lier attacking play soon came to the atten-
tion of the television companies as the goals
flew in at either end. Unfortunately as the
season drew to a close the goals against
started to outnumber the goals for and a rel-
egation fight was on the club’s hands,

The final game of the season pitted the
Town away at Manchester City with the win-
ner taking it all. In truth City only needed a
point to stay up and luckily for the Hatters
they played cautiously intent on holding on
to what they had.

With a few minutes left manager Pleat
threw on substitute Raddy Antic as a last
throw of the dice and the Yugoslav respond-
ed by hitting home the 'on% goal b?atﬁ%"'
game.

In the following season the Town were up
to third spot by Christmas but then a second
half collapse of dramatic proportions meant
that supporters were looking over their
shoulders as the campaign drew to a close.
The poor form continued into 1984-85 and as
Christmas approached Pleat could see
another relegation fight looming.

Money for players was sanctioned by new
chairman David Evans and Pleat went out to
buy some outstanding talent that had an
immediate effect on the team. Relegation
fears were eventually swept away and a run
to the EA.Cup semi-finals, for the first time
since 1959, took place.

= to page eight

Good Luck

to the
Laton Town

Team

Supporters -

We are open after
every match

Ideal for your
post-match snacks,
sandwiches & drinks

34 Dunstable Road
Luton, Beds LU1 1DY
Tel: 01582 422662
www.sainsburys.co.uk

LIVE SPORTING EVENTS SHOWN HERE

All major events shown on our 10 ft big screen

All live Sports matches shown on the other 3TVs
including a 42" Plasma TV

SPECIAL OFFERS INCLUDE
Buy two meals for only £6:95 every day
KILLER POOL EVERY MONDAY

RUBY TUESDAY
Curry and a drink for only £4:95 (All day Tuesday's only)

LIVE MUSIC EVERY FRIDAY
TAKEYOUR PICK EVERY THURSDAY

FOOTBALL SCORE PREDICTIONS EVERY WEEK
WIGMORE LANE, STOPSLEY,
LUTON LU2 8AB
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Although defeat by Everton was a bitter
pill to swallow the supporters knew that
they now had a side that could compete
with the best.

The club decided to lay an artificial sur-
face at Kenilworth Road for the start of the
1985-86 season and although not too many
comments were raised initially, when high
profile teams such as Liverpool and
Everton suffered defeat at Luton the com-
plaints began to surface.

The team finished the season in ninth
position and in Mick Harford and Brian
Stein had one of the most potent attacking
partnerships in the country David Pleat
then decided to take up the vacant man-
agers position at Tottenham, leaving the
Luton hot seat in the hands of a reluctant
John Moore.

It is a credit to Moore that given the
furore created by the club’s decision to
ban away fans in the aftermath of a riot
created by Millwall supporters a year
before and the increasingly noisy anti
artificial surface brigade that the team fin-
ished in seventh spot, the highest in its
history. -

The high profile nature of a Division
One manager’s job was not to Moore’s lik-
ing and he resigned after only one year in
charge, handing on the baton to his assis-
tant Ray Harford, who was to take the club
on into a new era.

Ray Harford inherited a settled and suc-
cessful side but even he could not have pre-
dicted the events of the 1987-88 season. A
position of ninth in the table was reason-
able but at one time the Town were march-
ing towards Wembley on an unprecedent-
ed four fronts.

Steve Foster

TURFED OUT: The Kenilworth Road pitch turf

The Mercantile Credit Centenary tour-
nament was a bonus, the Simod Cup one to
forget but the chance to play at Wembley
in both the FA. and Littlewoods Cup was a
mouth-watering prospect.

The Hatters failed in their attempt with
the first competition, going out to
Wimbledon at the semi-ffinal stage, but
were glorious winners in the latter.

April 24, 1988 will forever go down as a
red letter day for all Luton supporters as
the Town won the first major trophy in
their long history, with Brian Stein sweep-
ing home a last-minute winner as mighty
Arsenal were beaten 3-2

The Town actually reached the
Littlewoods Cup final the following season
but were disappointingly beaten 1-3 by
Nottingham Forest. The alarm bells were
by now beginning to sound in the league
as the players that had served the club so
well over the past ten years were allowed
to leave and were not adequately replaced.
Only a last game win over Norwich at
Kenilworth Road preserved Division One
status.

Midway through the following cam-
paign, with the Town once again strug-
gling, Harford relinquished his position in
favour of coach Jim Ryan, who had the dif-
ficult job of keeping the Hatters in
Division One. He achieved this task at the
death with an improbable 3-2 win at Derby
on the final day as fellow strugglers
Sheffield Wednesday lost at home to
Nottingham Forest.

It was down to the wire at the end of the
next season as well for poor Ryan, who
managed once again to keep the Town up
on scant resources with a win over Derby,
at Kenilworth Road this time, on the last
day. The reward for his efforts was the

sack, with his replacement being David
Pleat, who returned after a five-year
absence.

Pleat was unable to wave a magic

wand and the Hatters struggled from
| the start of the 1991-92 campaign. The
i artificial surface had been ripped up,
{ away supporters were officially
l allowed back and the leading scorer

Elstrup, had packed his bags and
returned to Denmark. Relegation
looked a certainty from the begin-
ning, although a win at Notts County
on the final day could have staved off
the drop. It proved to be too much to
ask.

If Pleat thought that relegation
would allow the club some breath-
ing space and a chance to consoli-
date he was in for a rude awaken-
ing. The team struggled from the
off and again did not know until
the final day that they would
escape a further drop.

1988 Littlewoods Cup Final success
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was replaced with an artificial surface for the start of the 1985-86 season

from the previous season, Lars [

The following campaign, Dwi
although disappointing in the he

w.
Luton to thelr  1c,0. "noduced an unexpected as seriously injured d

Season when the club

FA.Cup run that took the Town through to
the semi-final, where they went down 0-2
to Chelsea at Wembley.

Pleat departed once more at the end of
1994-95, this time to Sheffield Wednesday,
and his replacement, Terry Westley, was
unable to prevent the team dropping like a
stone to the foot of the table. After only a
few months in the job he was replaced by
the experienced Lennie Lawrence, who
initially got the side to put together an
unbeaten run.

The loss of talismanic goalscorer,
Dwight Marshall, with a broken ankle,
however, knocked the stuffing out of the
side, with relegation the inevitable conse-
quence.

Back in a division they last left in 1970
the Hatters took a little while to acclima-
tise but when sharpshooter Tony Thorpe
got his eye in, the goals started to flow and
by Christmas they had hit top spot.
Unfortunately, a late season wobble with
too many points dropped at home meant
that the Hatters had to settle for third at
the death and a place in the play-offs,
where they were beaten by a superior
Crewe.

Since then the Town have seen even
more up and downs that seem to have been
a recurring feature during their long his-
tory. Two periods in administrative
receivership, relegation to the bottom
level in 2001 followed by two promotions
must leave the average supporter with his
or her head in a spin!

The Town enter the new era as a
Championship club with an enviable
squad of youth and experience led by a
bright, young manager. All the supporters
now need is the long awaited news that it
is all systems go for a new ground.

ight Marshall's goals were mlw after

uring the 1995.9¢
was relegated

A record crowd
for FA Cup clash
despite early
start for match
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GOAL-DEN MOMENT: Allan Brown scores against
Blackpool in front of a record crowd of 30,069 in
1959

A FAVOURITE of many older Hatters’ fans is the FA Cup
sixth round replay match against Blackpool on March 4,
1969. The Town won the match 1-0 in front of a club record
attendance of 30,069. Here, Luton Town historian Roger
Wash looks back on the historic cup tie which helped
Hatters on the way to the 1959 FA Cup Final.

LITTLE did Luton Town supporters know, but the club’s
FA. Cup run of 1958/59 would end with a trip to the Twin-
Towers of Wembley.

The run started with a home thumping of Leeds in
round three, followed by a replay win over Leicester at the
next stage.

By now EA. Cup fever was sweeping through the town
and over 8,000 travelled to Ipswich to see the Hatters win
through 5-2 to set up a quarter-final clash at Blackpool.

All seemed set fair for the Town to win through to the
semi-final for the first time in their history when Billy
Bingham netted just before the end.

With the final seconds ticking away, full-back Ken
Hawkes elected to pass the ball back to goalkeeper Ron
Baynham rather than launch it out of the ground.

The ball fell short, leaving Blackpool's Ray Charnley to
nip in for a fortunate leveller.

After the last-gasp equaliser at Bloomfield Road the
Town players were disappointed, but immediately started
to prepare for the forthcoming replay.

Due to Blackpool's refusal to play under the Kenilworth
Road floodlights, allegedly emanating from Stanley
Matthews, the re-match had to take place on a Wednesday
afternoon.

The Town officials resigned themselves to the fact that
the game would be less than a sell-out because of the early
kick-off, but they were amazed when the turnstiles stopped
clicking and it was revealed that a record crowd of 30,069
had gathered.

Truancy was rife that afternoon but as a good number
of sc_hoo]leachers were also present there were no reper-
cussions!

The contest itself was a typical full-blooded cup tie with
no quarter given on a difficult pitch.

_ Few chances were created at either end and it looked
increasingly likely that only one goal would swing the tie.

Fortunately, that one goal fell to the Hatters inside-for-
ward Allan Brown, who was playing against his old side.

Six years previously Brown had broken a leg as he
scored Blackpool’s winner in a quarter-final tie at Arsenal
and the thoughts of that game must have come flooding
back as he ran on to a clever George Cummins pass and
swept the ball into the net just as Seasiders’ goalkeeper
George Farm crashed into him.

Mercifully, Brown jumped straight to his feet and was
able to assist the Town defence, brilliantly marshalled by
skipper Syd Owen, for the final 16 minutes of this pulsat-

ing tie.

At the final whistle the crowd invaded the pitch and for
a time the players were submerged under a sea of deliri-
ous supporters,
Luton Town: B_aynham, McNally, Hawkes, Groves,
Owen, Pacey, Bingham, Brown, Morton, Cummins,
Gregory. ;
Blackpool: Farm, Armfield, Wright, Hauser, Gra-

trix, H.Kelly, Matth
ik X Y, Matthews, Mudie, Charnley, J.Kelly,
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CONFIDENT: Luton chairman Bill Tomlins is focused on a new ground

HATTERS are hoping to mark
their 100-year anniversary at
Kenilworth Road by finally sign-
ing a building agreement for
their proposed new home at land
on Junction 10 of the M1.

The club is still involved in discus-
sions with landowner Stockwood Park
Holdings and potential developers as to
the final details of the deal.

But it is hoped an announcement on

a tri-part development will be made
before the September 10 centenary cel-
ebration game against Wolves.
And a big boost for Luton fans is
that the new stadium may well fea-
ture a capacity above that of the orig-
inally proposed 15,000 seats.

Chairman Bill Tomlins told The
News-Gazette: “A 15,000 seater sta-
dium suits our current situation at
the club - we know we can fill it.

“You don’t want to have too big a
stadium that you end up rattling
around in. But with the progress that
we've made as a team in such a short
time already there’s no reason why we
shouldn’t increase that capacity.

“We've surprised one or two people
> with the way we've started the season
and if we can keep that progress going
then we will have to think seriously

I by Andy MacKenzie

about increasing the size of the build
in line with the additional costs that
will incur.”

The original £19.5million building
plan for the stadium was of an
enclosed-style ground with 15,000
seats on an 18.5-acre site that could be
increased to 26,000 seats at a future
date if demand required.

But Tomlins has admitted that the
first build could now be of a size
between those two figures, probably
around the 20,000 seats mark.

The club is still hopeful it can have
the new stadium up and running by
Christmas of 2007.

Included within the stadium would
be 150,000 sq ft of office space and club
suites and 215,000 sq ft of commercial
retail space.

One hotel would be built as part and
parcel of the stadium, with a second
hotel possibly being built in future
years.

Discussions have already taken
place with the relevant bodies over
gas and water supplies to the site,
while works to widen the M1 would
mean the Highways Agency subsidis-
ing the cost of removing electricity
pylons from the land

Tomlins added: “It’s nice to be cele-
brating 100 years at Kenilworth Road
and we have improved the ground
where we can with the additional
seats at the back of the Kenilworth
End and upgrading the toilets.

“I'm not one who believes in stand-
ing still, but in the longer term every-
thing we are doing at the club is
geared around the relocation.

“I'm totally focused and committed
on getting the club to Junction 10a.

“There is a time element, but every-
thing revolves around having the
right deal for the club to move for-
ward and I'm confident we will be in a
position to announce a tri-part agree-
ment between the club, the landowner
and the developer before our cente-
nary celebrations against Wolves.”

Once the land agreement has been
secured, a planning application is
hoped to be submitted by October of
this year.

Planning consent is then hoped to
be gained by next April, allowing the
new ground to be completed by the
end of 2007.

Whenever the move does finally
happen, Hatters fans will be hoping
the new ground will go on to hold as
many memories as Kenilworth Road
has done during the past century.

COMMERCIAL MOTORS
Congratulations to the Champions
on 100 years at the
Theatre of Dreams
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Martin Smith Commercial Motors
Luton’s Premier Commercial Vehicle Dealer
Tel: 01582 574455
www.martinsmithcommercials.co.uk
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BUSINESS TRAINING

Lt us help you e 1he ey Better your Business in 2005

Unlocking Fotential ol women 4 B=
nloci i ’ : Business Training for your management or staff(on

A FREE Career Development course for employed and self- your premises)

employed women working (full or part-time) within small and

medium sized businesses (including voluntary, charitable and Subjects Include:

not-for-profit organisations).

Are you looking for a flexible course that fits neatly around a busy life? + Presentation Skills « Leadership Skills

Do you want to develop your skills in the workplace, develop your « Recruitment = Change Management
confidence and advance your career? +« Finance . Business Software
Few or no qualifications and want to improve your qualification profile? « Time Management . Project Management
Da you want to improve your team-working, leadership, communication « Customer Care . Sales

and writing skills? « And much more.

Then Unlocking Potential is for you. L )
Training consists of full day plus a haif day follow-up, and costs just

.............................................................. £150.

= Option to achieve an ILM Level 2 Introductory Certificate in Team Leading, PLEASE NOTE FUNDING DUE TO END SOON
Bl matiiy e Businesses are served on a first come first served basis — register

® We provide open learning material for independent study and workshops now to reserve your place

repeated on a ‘rolling programme’.
® Courses held in Luton at our Putteridge Bury campus.

= Option to choose the full distance learning route supported by tutorials
for those who have difficulty attending our workshop programme.

® Help with travel costs if necessary. “We Come To You”

Supported by the European Social Fund

For full course details contact Nisha QOdedra
In-Company Masterclass Programme

Contact Susan Dnnkwater or Shastah Ditta on i R Email: masterclass@luton.ac.uk

01582 743977/01582 489068 ext 5034 R Tel: 01582 489252 ;'Sﬁ'-,
or check out our web address: fe Fax: 01582 743947 Sea
www.unlockingpotential.info S iy : x NnacuEiee e

www.dunstahletoday.co.uk
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( Competitiveness ‘

b s University of Luton

BUSINESS TRAINING GRADUATE EXPERTISE
Better your Business in 2005 Grow your company

Business Training for your management or staff(on

your premises) « Combine University of Luton expertise + skills / enthusiasm of a

recent Graduate

e Grow & develop new areas of your business

s Sales, IT/Web development, International trade, marketing
strategies etc

Subjects Include:

» Presentation Skills « Leadership Skills « Graduate employed by the University - but works for you

e Recruitment = Change Management * Typical benefit? A one-off before tax benefit of £47,000 (DTI
« Finance . Business Software stats)

« Time Management «  Project Management = + Recurring annual benefits of £156,000 (DTI stats)

s Customer Care e Sales ;

« And much more. Introductory event for businesses - November 1st, 2005
Training consists of full day plus a half day follow-up, and costs just Hear speakers who have been involved in the scheme & meet
£150. experts to discuss particular ideas that you might have for your

company. Or network with other local firms like yours.
PLEASE NOTE FUNDING DUE TO END SOON
Businesses are served on a first come first served basis — register Time: 5.30-7.30
now to reserve your place
3 Date: November 1st, 2005
Supported by the European Social Fund

Venue: Chamber Business, The Business Centre, Kimpton road,

“We Come To You” Luton LU2 0SX
For full course details contact Nisha Odedra Refreshments are provided
In-Company Masterclass Programme p !
Email: masterclass@Iuton.ac.uk - For further information and to register for the
Tek 01582 489252 bl 3 event call the Knowledge Hub on:
Fax: 01582 743947 ]
Or visit wwow lutom ac. uk/businessservicas Eusgrehn Ui 0800 328 5334
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