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WHAT A FEELING:
Luton Town
manager Mick
Harford shows off
the Johnstone's
Paint trophy

CONGRATULATIONS

For bringing us sunshine on such a historic day
From all your friends all over the world at Loyal Luton Supporters Club
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the line was

SCUNTHORPE 2
(after extra-time)

MATCH ANALYSIS
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THERE were more than justa

ers triumph

s Bl 1NN ,
few shades of Luton’s famous B a key I I |0 ent
LUTONTOWN Littlewoods Cup victory in : ;
- 1988 as they came from behind o
- o = to beat Scunthorpe United 3-2 ?Gnﬂrousm-m
Splne AsatiAgae Pl\futm Emane! in the Johnstone’s Paint Tro- mmm~1mmhﬁmmmmmmm'm
e y - phy final, writes Mark Wood. final of the Johnstone's Paint Trophy at
Keane © e In a thrilling Weinbley finale, w!muqmm )
! Nichols - the steely Hatters gave as good as
(Parkn 117) they got against their League One
| 'h;* (Gige ) MI@&' rivals, as they came from a goal
! W down to defeat the stylish Iron. :
1 5 Substitfute Claude Gnakpa e Tt dalans
% SEmEYN L oow proved to be Hatters' hero with his w;nlefnf'q‘g;mﬂmi?ﬁt 3 {5
extra-time winner, while hotshots . ﬁ“‘ _mimu.‘_ - e ]
| SCUNIHORPE Chris Martin and Tom Craddock t hﬂwﬁwmmmu :
! Murphy found the net in normal time lieves ﬁm}[. ed back too = :
- - Town's raucous 40,000 following dup. % o ' A Tie
% s Mt P:u Wikams gave their side plenty of support, . Ammﬁnud&w:hm
’ (Wright 85) and Luton's players responded in W“Th ! mﬂlﬂ&ﬂ‘rw 'ﬂll.,‘;.“ L
- - - -~ full with a gritty performance &is ere were a 'r!!lfl‘_ :“‘lx;wnlh
Lansbury w McCamn Hurst filled with quality. rs’ eyes.”
- W"ﬁ ~ (Togwell 64) After Football League chairman ‘denied
4 Lord Brian Mawhinney had :
E g W walked out to a torrent of boos .
1 from Hatters' massed ranks of sup- ] ! N WAY: CRUCIAL EQUALISER:
aube: Like, Mey porters, Scunthorpe bossed the ‘. he Osm Striker Chris Martin, above,
PR—— . § ] S pneiee I B oo the ot it andile
Attendance: 55,378 Matt Sparrow's low effort forced E'VE DONE IT: 7 E ’g:;l‘o::l;o R then mobbed, right, by his
g0t save qutof Dean Bl on. " e art | § A e o moten
Sy = S 2T i d his Lut y = s gt | 4 oy, S
how the game unfolded play Luton should have taken the {'i at“ean'::nateosn g : o e
Hatters Iron lead on 10 minutes. lebrate their .
Shots on 9 13 Kevin Nicholls' corner was & o;r:at vi'::tory
target touched on at the front post and a [ = e |
Shots off target 2 8 giant scramble in the Iron goal- . | s
woodwork mouth ensued. Some brave keep-
i g v ing from Joe Murphy just kept og[ gloves with a long-range free-kick Luton none of the offlpials saw the : Nicho!ls‘ late free-kick failed to ’
Comers 8 9 Martin’s close-range effort and nei- before the Iron snatched the lead incident as the two sides went in  find a winner, before French sub-
Free-kicks 16 1 ther George Pilkington or Asa Hall on 14 minutes, when their deadly level-pegging at the break stitute Gnakpa shone in extra-time.
Offsides 3 1 were able to force the ball home. duo of Paul Hayes and Gary Martin messed up a spectacular Having missed a gilt-edgedsms

Grant McCann warmed Brill's

Hooper combined to great effect.
Hayes' flick-on ran per
fectly for an offside-looking
Hooper, who eluded Pilking-
| ton before firing into the bot-
| tom corner.

attempt at a bicycle kick four min-
utes after the break, following good
work by Lewis Emanuel and
Jarvis, while Krystian Pearce
stabbed a good chance just wide on
54 minutes.

opportunity two minutesin, when = = —
Nicholls’ pass ‘put him _cléan
through, he made amendS threg ™ —=
minutes later when he beat
Williams to Keith Keane's through®™=—
ball and lobbed the stranded Mur-

ECSTATIC Hatters boss Mick Har-

1| dare pin h

im down?

=

est achievements in football and

e o il Wi

3 - 3 ‘ Pilkington denied Hooper With Town defending deep, Crad-  phy from the edge of thearea. ford revealed that winning the John- when | look back in a few years it '
. | moments later, before dock looked increasingly isolated United desperately tried to find | stone’s Paint Trophy could prove to could be the_greatest achievement
b @m@ am W @u[ | Nicholls somehow popped up until his deadly intervention on70° a way back into the game, with | be a real close shave for him. in my career.” ; ;
| 18 | on the Luton line to head minutes. McCann curling a well-placed free- Foalishly, he promised.his Luton may still be struggling to 5 g2 l' i
| B ! Henri Lansbury’s piledriver Martin's cross froni the left was  kick wildly over as Town were ] charges he would have his head stave off relegation out of the Foot- AN :1 ) LS y
[ | o from just inside the box over cleared only as far as Craddock on  happy to sit deep and soak up the { shaved if they won against Scun- ball League, but Harford believes he el ] A 1 |
| B N ' the bar. the edge of the area, who somehow  pressure. thorpe United, after midfielder and his players can still enjoy lifting =
| | 4 Town began to work their squeezed home a pinpoint shot past Keane threatened-dn the break, | Rossi Janvis Jed the way with a thecup. .
| B way back into the game and Murphy and just inside the right- while Lansbury flashed a shot 4 skinhead cut, .+ - He said: “I think we can separate.
|1 twice went close in the mat- hand post. between Brill and his near postand i _However, after seeing his side it. | think it's a different competition.
[ g & ter of a minute, United poured forward with across the face of goal. 1 triumph in a fantastic game 3-2, Big We know what we've got today. Foot-
el @m ?@@@W@ @ First Rossi Jarvis won a Lansbury thumping the bar with But the game $wung in Luton’s 4 Mick challenged his players to try ball League status at the moment is
brave tackle against Marcus 10 minutes left. favour when Mirfin was 2 to make_hml fulfil his promise. out of our hands. We could win
| Williams, before slipping However, the Iron forced the stretchered off late on after clash- | He said: “I did promise to shave every game and still get relegated.
| . through a lovely ball for game intoextra-time with twomin- ing with Gnakpa and, with United ! my hair if we won the game, but “The players have put their
W - ~ Y Craddock. The former Mid- utes left when the impressive having used all of their subs, they thankfully the clippers weren't work- ~ careers on the line for Luton Town.
iﬁ‘ a@g ) wam@ W me a\ ( dlesbrough man looked to McCann let fly with a dazzling, dip-  were forced to play the final min- ing. ‘ They could be non-league players at
Bk ’ “d IS have got the better of David ping effort that beat Brill from 25 utes with 10 men as the Hatters | said if we won | will have mine the end of the year.
[ Mirfin before he was felled vards out. claimed a memorable victory. done and obviously someone heard _ “I thought Itqmp agnlﬂoem
| in the box but, despite a close me. ~ team performance ﬁﬂd!,"'a three in
look, Kent referee Phil Cross- “They will have to pin me down. | - midfield scrapped away.
ley gave nothing. wouldn't like to be the first one who - And he admitted that the game
Martin's fine run and shot came in to do it. We will do a num- conjured up memories of Town's leg-
almost created an opening ber four or five." : end% 3-2 victory against Arsenal in
seconds later when Jarvis’ Town celebrated their victory at the L ods Cup final in 1988.
clever touch put in Hall, but Luton Hoo and Harford continued: He said: “I thought of that on the
x his shot was deflected over “We will go there and have a cele- touchline, especially when we went
= the bar. bratory evening. It's a fantastic twoeach. -
g | The game was being achievement in my opinion for the “We knew it could go the 120
> played at an unrelenting club and the team.” minutes, which we did. I thinkit
5 pace, and Brill did well to And he was full of hope for the showed In our performance and the
e turn Williams’ 26th-minute future after the victory, saying: - . way we tried to play football. :
@ effort round a post before the “What does it mean to the club is bigger than that. Harford praised the quality of all
z . Hatters deservedly levelled the most important question. Hope- They are the best fans in the the goals, especially Grant
- ‘ SIX minutes later. fully this is the start of a new era country and they proved it again. McCann's 88th-minute equaliser
el 1§ Jarvis’ superb crossfield for Luton Town, though we have had The players and fans were excep-  that took the game into extra-time.
=1 | <] pass picked out Craddock on it hard and tough. tional. It was a great day in the h'!s- He said: “I thought it was a bril-
3 Nawe Email Address the left, and he showed great ! “There's a new generation here - tory of Luton Town Football Club. liant goal. He has a wand of a left
AN vision to dink his pass into ’ today and a lot of children here And Harford, who was more ani- foot. J
z | | the path of the onrushing today. mated on the touchline than he has “That would have graced any
(! Addrer | | Martin, who did wonderfully “Hopefully after seeing the per- been all season, admitted that the game - it was ul yable.
- s | to shrug off Iron captain CLiff formance and the atmosphere that  occasion and achievement may And while he he could
21 Byrne, before rolling the ball was created it il be In their biood  even surpass his England expiolts - have regretted substituting star
v home, . and Littlewoods Cup victory e striker Tom Craddock
=18 ' Michael Spillane flicked a Foree ook the largestever num-  Hatters in the standout moments of  Gnakpa towards the end of normal
- | | header straight at Murphy ber of children to the new Wembley his career. time, he was just grateful things
21 || before Town got a huge let- for the game and Harford was full of  He said: “Does it beat myday? | tumed out right in the end.
g || Off when Craddock slapped o ise for Town's 40,000 travelling  think some of the quality of the foot- Harford added: “It worked in our
&y | By{ze tlaff the ball. ?ans ; ball was'exqepuona].‘lﬂs,qumnd \ favolurwnh Claude getting the third
= : e Iron captain dramati- Vo bizarre teams in League One and goal. B
) I ey e o e R e S cally ,collapsed on the - “staﬁ-s,}c“,‘,‘:;ggﬁ;“ﬁaﬁ?},”;ﬂ - League Two can play football like “He can do that and break for-
; ] halfway line, but luckily for gﬁmnmalr protests. Myselfand  that. pear i ward, It was Fﬂbﬁﬂlm Keith
the players and the staff have to be “It's right up there with my great-  Keanie and he finished it off wel.
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SCUNTHORPE RATED

Joe Murphy: 7 - Excellent distribution and
handling. No real chance with all three Luton
goals
Cliff Byrne: 6 - Given plenty of work to do by
Chris Martin. Caught napping for the
equaliser.
Marcus Williams: 7 — Solid performance by
the left-back. Good pace to keep Rossi Jarvis
in check, but Claude Gnakpa's fresh legs
outdid him for the decisive goal in extra time.
Krystian Pearce: 7 - Crucial goal-line
clearance in first half and had a good tussle
with Tom Craddock
David Mirfin: 6 — Perhaps lucky not to
concede a penalty, but gave a solid enough
performance until stretchered off late on
Matt Sparrow: 6 — Solid if unspectacular
stint in the middle of the park
Henri Lansbury: 6 — Not in action as often as
fellow winger Kevan Hurst. Almost scored a
fantastic goal and perhaps should've done
better when he rattled Dean Brill's crossbar.
Grant McCann: 7 — Some decent touches.
Good battle with Kevin Nichalls in midfield
and produced a superb finish for the second
goal
Kevan Hurst: 7 — Dangerous outlet for the
Iron on the left-hand side. Kept Michael
Spillane busy until being substituted with 25
minutes left
Paul Hayes: 7 — Linked well with Gary
Hoaper up front. A constant menace, although
his influence waned as the game wore on
Gary Hooper: 7 — Took the opening goal well
and combined superbly with Hayes. As with
his strike partrier, became less influential in
the latter stages.
Sam Togwell (sub): 6 — Replaced the
dangerous Kevan Hurst, but didnt have the
same impact.
Martyn Woolford (sub): 6 — Late
introduction. Kept the Iron on the front foot as
they searched for an equaliser.
Andrew Wright (sub): 6 — Given five
minutes at the end of normal time and
provided some useful fresh legs for the
additional 30 minutes

Ratings by Alec Swann
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They’re all heroes

They all played their part, but Alec Swann picks out the top Hatters at Wembley

Asa Hall; 6 — As has
often been the ca

George Pilkington: 7 -
Exposed for the opening |8

Dean Brill: 7 - The
busier of the twa

Tom Craddock: 9 P o
STAR HATTER — 2

keepers. Brill has been goal as Gary Hooper struggled to get into the -’ The decisive factor. The &
in excellent form since was given too much game for long periods ex-Middlesbrough man % &% .
being recalled to the space to work with When he did burst into has been the Hatters” 4S8 ERT -
Hatters' line-up. His Aside from that, the life he made a number main attacking threat b i .
composure when put experienced centre-half of dangerous forays and the same was true ,g S——
under pressure was was barely noticeable, forward, Was generally § at Wembley. His pass to g :\

) f

Martin for the equaliser *

was perfectly weighted and showed just
what he is capable of. Took his goal
exceptionally well and his build-up play
was also of a high standard. Excelled on
the biggest stage and it would be a major
surprise if he is not plying his trade at a
higher level next season. Lucky that no-
one seemed to see his slap on Cliff Byme
Became exposed in the second half as
Hatters were forced to defend in
numbers

which is a good sign
that he was doing his job well

required to live off
scraps just behind Tom Craddock

exemplary and his
kicking was good. Made a couple of
crucial saves to prevent Scunthorpe from
taking control. Couldn’t really do anything
about the goals

Rossi Jarvis: 7 —
Playing wide on the
thl, came more Into
proceedings as the game
progressed. Lacked the
pace to go past Marcus
Williams and had to rely
on his distribution which,
far the most part, was
pretty good

Ed Asafu-Adjaye: 7 —
Formed a decent
partnership with
Pilkington in the heart of
the defence. Often looks
nervous in possession,
but evidently grew In
confidence as the game
went on

Chris Martin: 7 - Saw ||
plenty of the ball inthe @
early stages. Has looked
uncomfortable on the
left wing in his past few §
“ppeamnceﬁ but gave
Cliff Byrne lots to HmL

Kevin Nicholls: 7 -
A full-blooded
challenge early on
signalled the
captain’s intent and
his headed goal-line
clearance to deny
Henn Lansbury was
exceptional. Has a
habit of following through when flying
into tackles and earned himself a
yellow card for an overly-aggressive
challenge. His set-piece delivery was
good, but some of his passing in
normal play was of the hit and hope
variety. Commitment was as whale-
hearted as aver.

Michael Spillane: 7 -
Had his hands full with
enterprising left
midfielder Kevan Hurst,
but coped pretty well
Tried to get forward at
every opportunity.
Spillane has been one of 8
the standout performers
this season and this was another
example of his growing maturity
Certainly destined for greater things

Keith Keane: 8 — The
most defensive of the
three-man midfielders
with Kevin Nicholls and
Asa Hall operating in
more advanced roles
Keane is more at home
in the back four, but \
Michael Spillane’s P—

inclusion necessitated a change in
position in which he performed admirably.
Required all of his defensive nous in the

Claude Gnakpa (sub): 7 [SEES
— Late substitute for the
exhausted Craddock
Required to hold the fort
Missed a great chance
early in extra-time when
he was foiled by the
covering defence, but
made up for it minutes
later with the winner.

Sam Parkin (sub): 6 —
A pair of fresh legs for
the last five minutes.
Little opportunity to
make a significant
difference, but held the
ball up well when
required.

Lewis Emanuel: 7 -
Has justified his
inclusion in place of Sal
Davis over recent
weeks. Was caught out
of position on a few
occasions and often
gave Henr Lansbury too

much room Howevcr
he |

Il and
nucal finish for

the equaliser

Easter Break 6th-17th April

Wfa are working in conjunction with NHS Luton, NHS Bedfordshire and NHS Hertfordshire
Primary Care Trusts, to improve the health of your children's teeth!

FREE dental apppintments for under 18's plus 18 year olds in full time education.

A
Didyutknowthatonlym%dthepopulation gotothedentistlnegulardieck needed
are
notpsttodmd(brhwﬂwteeﬂ!aMgunsbutmahocheckhrmmthcmceHWebenm
prevention is better than cure, so don't leave it too late, PhonetodaytomakeanNHSappomt

Houghton Regis Dental Centre
105-111 High Street, Houghton Regis LU5S 5B

Hitchin Dental _
The rear of B4-85 Bancroft, Hitchin, Herts

Carpenters Arms Dental Practice
118 High Street South, Dunstable LUS 3H

Village Dental Practice
632 Hitchin Road, Stopsley LU2 TUG

Luton Dental Centre
First Floor, 10-12 Wellington Street, Luton LUI 2QH 01582 420277

01582 865001

01462 438438

01582 472900. .

01582 400282
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HEROES: Claude
Gnakpa on the gallop,
main picture, .nd Chris
Martin after scoring

sSCore... try agam!

A WINNING goal at Wembley
was just the tonic subersub
Claude Gnakpa needed for a
frustrating season, writes Mark
Wood. S

The unpredictable French-

friends came from. France to see
me play.

“One of my friends was cry-
ing. He was saying: ‘You can't
make me cry’. It's unbelievable.
I'want to thank him, Ivan.

“Ibelieved in me and the team
and, when Nico gave me the first
pass I didn’t score, but I kept
believing because I knew today
was the final and we had to win.

fans, he added: “To see 40,000
fans when you play weekends
with 6,000 Luton fans, it's unbe-
lievable. Unbelievable,

“When I score I think about

| Just wanted to

carry on running'

But Martin admitted

City striker grabbed his
13th goal of the season in
mmmnmne‘s Paint

to level the

Scun
scores at 1-1.

On his goal, he said; “I
just made my run inside
and lucky enough for me
the full-back didn't read
it As soon as I saw the

corner.
] just wanted to carry

on ing all over the
plau.but%u the lads
hold of me.The

eeling was just unreal.”
But he admitted that

man scored an injury-time win-
ner for the Hatters in their 3-2

admitted he was living the
dream after netting the decisive
goal.

He said: “This season I've had
a difficult time. I played all the
games at the start, but since
December and January I've
struggled to get in the team and
the gaffer hasn't given me many
opportunities to play. But I keep
working hard in training
because I'm professional and I
love Luton.

“To come in and score the
winning goal is great.

“T've got my family in the
stand, My mum and dad and my

I've got no fingernails
admits star striker Crac

GOALSCORER Tom Craddock said
that the Hatters' character was the
key to their success, writes Alec
Swann.

Mick Harford's men had to come
from a goal down and withstand
plenty of pressure from
Scunthorpe as they held on to
secure a 3-2 victory in Sunday’s
Johnstone’s Paint Trophy final
victory at Wembley.

Craddock, pictured, set up Chris
Martin for the equaliser just after
the half hour before getting his
name on the scoresheet with a
well-placed half-volley in the
second half.

And the ex-Middlesbrough man
said: “We came back from a goal
down and showed good character.
They put a lot of pressure on us,
but we managed to defend well
and also be quite dangerous
the break.”

4 nwinne als
revealed he has never stopped
believing in himself, despite
being reduced to a bit-part role
since Christmas.

He said: “Today it is still a
dream and this dream came true
and it’s great.”

Moments before his goal,
Gnakpa had missed a great
chance to give the Hatters the
lead, but he stuck to his task and
it paid dividends.

Gnakpa continued: “From the
bench I saw how good the foot-
ball was and we were doing well.

“When they scored we reacted -

very well and scored again.

enabled Craddockmputl.umn
ahead against the runufplaﬂn
half and the strik

“When the second cpportu-
e

tance of his strike, which will
put him forever in the annals of
Luton'’s history, is probably yet
to hit him.

He continued: “Maybe in the
years after I can realise the
impact.

“I couldn’t believe I scored
and I'm very, very happy.

“I can't believe we won the
game. Today I think the team
deserved to win the game
because we played very well.

“It's a big party tzmight and a
good glass of red wine.”

And on the phenomenal atmo-
sphere generated by Luton’s

left ’
dock

defenders like Pilks, Ed, Mickey,
Lewis and Dean Brﬂl but as a
team we defended well.”

As for his own strike, Craddock
recalled: “I remember the cross

“came in and | thought if | hang off

on the edge of the box the ball
B
a
on it and get a good

my f

amily, but I think about the

Membershps start fmm é‘iﬁ
and £22.50 for an evening 1
conttact Pay as go is aual? ‘
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The greatest
moment of
Kelth's career

COMBATIVE midfielder Keith Keane hailed
Town’s 3-2 Johnstone Paint Trophy final
victory against League One Scunthorpe as
the greatest moment of his career, writes
Mark Woad.

The energetic Irishman put in a tireless
shift in Luton’s midfield and was evidently
delighted after the final whistle.

He said: “It’s the best day of my football
career so far. I don't really know what else to
say. I was lucky to have one of my best games
today and things went right for me.”

As to the celebrations after the final
whistle, he sa All the lads were that tired
they weren’t as crazy as you would think.”

And he was in no doubt how he would
celebrate at Luton Hoo after the game,
saying: “To get as drunk as possible! I think we
deserve it. We've had a horrible season and
it's time to let off a bit of steam.”

Keane, 22, was pleased with his own
performance and was amazed how far the
players were able to push themselves.

He continued: “I think that was hard
because myself there wasn’t much left in the
tank. You are surprised by what your body can
do when there is more time left.

“I thought the whole team played well and
the fact I know I played well myselfis all I
need to know.

“Centre midfield, that’s one of the best
games ['ve had.

“It’s a reward for the players and the fans.
The fans have backed us all season. We have
had some bad days, but as a team, the
majority of the time we have played well.

“I think it’s deserved.”

And Keane was sure his manager was
regretting his promise to shave his head if the
Hatters won.

He added: “I think he just wanted to win
that badly that he thought it would make us
believe even better and I think he is regretting
irn

well from that
sucker punch’

GEORGE Pilkington praised the
determination of the Hatters as they
recovered from the shock of Scunthorpe’s late
equaliser, writes Alec Swann.

Grant McCann'’s sublime left-footed strike
two minutes from time looked to have seized
the initiative for the Iron, but Claude Gnakpa
ensured that the Johnstone’s Paint Trophy
would be returning to Kenilworth Road.

The defender admitted: “Conceding with a
couple of minutes to go was a bit of a sucker
punch, but I thought we picked ourselves up
excellently and I thought we deserved the win
overall.

“We were up against two good forwards,
but we were pretty solid across the back four,
When we scored the third goal we knew that
we would have to do some more defending,
but we managed to hold out.”

And Pilkington pointed to the Hatters’
good form in the build-up to the final, saying:
“We've been playing well recently. I'hc first 10
or 15 minutes were a bit shaky, but once we
settled in we finished the first half strongly.”

Pilkington himself had a consistent game —
“I thought I was pretty solid, nothing too
flash” — and admitted that, on a warm
afternoon, the 120 minutes was tough going,
saying: “We had a few players who have only
just come back from injury, so we're still just
a bit short of fitness and it was hard work.”

As for the result, he added: “It was
unbelievable, the way the game went. It was
all about the result on the day.

“I'm just pleased for everyone concerned.
The fans were amazing.

“It’s just a great day for Luton Town
Football Club and nothing more than that.”

LIFTING the Johnstone’s Paint
trophy was the kind of reason
why Kevin Nicholls returned to
Kenilworth Road, writes Alec
Swann.

Despite his affiliation with
the club, there was no shortage
of surprise surrounding the
midfielder’s return last sum-
mer, and Sunday’s Wembley
win made it all worthwhile.

In the aftermath of the vic-
tory, Nicholls said: “It's about
the club and that's why I came
back. It's a very proud moment
for myself.

“It was massive for me and
my team-mates, it was massive
for the manager and it was mas-
sive for the fans.”

Nicholls produced a typically
wholehearted performance in
the centre of the Hatters' mid-
field, earning himself the man-
of-the-match honour in the pro-
cess, and admitted that, given
all the circumstances that have
surrounded the club’s season,
lifting the trophy was near the
top of his career highlights.

He added: “It's up there, Get-
ting promoted to the Champi-
onship was big, but consider-
ing what we've had to go
through this year, this was a
great moment for us.”

Nicholls has personified the
Hatters' battle during the cam-

RE REA ON, F 0

UV ERHA

Proud skipper
speaks of his
love for Luton

paign, but the skipper had a
special mention for the man in
charge, manager Mick Harford.

Speaking about seeing the
Luton legend lifting the trophy,
Nicholls added: “It was quite
an emotional moment. He [Har-
ford] is a special person to me
and the club’s special.”

>> FIRST team coach Alan
Neilson was delighted with
Town's win at England's
national stadium on Sunday.

He said: “It was absolutely
fantastic.”

And he made reference to the
whole occasion, saying: “Before
the game even started, from
when we got our suits to walk-
ing out on the pitch, the hairs
were standing up on the back of
your neck.”

The encounter - “a fantastic
game” in Neilson’s words - was
a great advert for, not only the
Johnstone's Paint Trophy, but
for cup football itself and will
rightly be remembered for the
quality of the goals.

And that is something that

CAPTAIN'S EXAMPLE:
Midfielder Kevin Nwluoll-
says it was a ‘massive win

Neilson recognised, saying:
“From a coaching point of view,
I thought the first goal we were
perhaps a little deep, but all the
other goals were great goals.

“The goals we scored just
showed what sort of football we
can play as a team.”

Without the pressure of hav-
ing to try to accumulate league
points, the Hatters were able to
adopt a different approach, a
tactic that ultimately paid divi-
dends.

Neilson added: “Normally in
the league we have to attack
teams straight away, but today
we sat back a bit.

“The first 15 minutes they
were sharp and were the better
side for the first half hour. Our
goals were against the run of
play a bit, but once we were in
front it looked like being our
day until their lad scored the
equaliser.

“I thought: 'Here we go', but
we baitled back.

And Neilson said that, what-
ever happens during the rest of
the season, no-one will be able
to doubt the fighting spirit of
the Hatters players that was on
show at Wembley:

He added: “It was a great win,
but there are six games left this
season and we'll keep on bat-

tling away."”

Seawi 08 (9 W

A SPECIAL Wembley edition of our fanzine
Half-time Orange was handed out to ;
Hatters fans ahead of Luton Town's
Johnstone's Palnﬂru !

views, it's a musthave,\e
big Wembley adventu

As well as being g i
national stadium, cogles wera O]
distributed at many local pubs at
some of the ofﬂclal Lmon Town

fantastic souvenlr
from ourwebslte

wuﬁh%magllc match.
rpe is a game
the memory of Luton
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