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WHEN THE Evening Post was
born on September 11 last year
the football season was in its
infancy. But everywhere I

went in Luton and

its sur-

rounding villages I found a
tremendous sense of excite-
ment and anticipation. Even at
that early stage of the season it
was as if everyone already
knew that Luton Town were
going to win promotion with
Allan Brown at the helm.

Covering Luton Town
this season has been an
exciting and rewarding
experience for me
Reporting success is
always a happy business.

Looking back over a
memorable season many
incidents remain in the
mind’s eye. Some of these
I'Lugve la edadirectpartir

S§'Story this season
Others have been less
important. All combine to
make up the splendid
promotion story of Luton
Town.

One of my first — and
most vivid — recol-

lections of the season
dates back to a hot
summer’s day last year
before it all happened. 1
met manager Allan
Brown for the first time
and asked him: **What
are your ambitions for
the ¢lub and what do you
think its immediate
¥

] future willbe?™

No hesitation

Without hesitation the
gently spoken Scot re-
plied: “We are going to
win promotion. That is
something [ am sure of."

_Then there was the
first match of the season
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at Wrexham. The team

bus was caught up in

holiday traffic but ar-
rived at the North Wales
ground just in time after

a late dash. Luton were
one down just after half
time but Rodney Green
equalised with only two
minutes to go

A fortnight later
Rodney was carried off at
Southend with a knee
injury. He ended up in
Luton and Dunstable
hospital for a cartilage
operation.

The centre-forward
who cost the club £7,000
did not play for the first
team again until Christ-
mas, at Bradford, where
he put the Town ahead
before they finally went
down to the bottom of
the table team,_ -

Three weeks later
Town had their revenge
on Southend and beat
them 3-1 at Kenilworth
Road in front of a
Wednesday night crowd
of 13,332 — the biggest so
far.

That night was another
milestone in the success
of _the _club._For _it
heralded the arrival of
inside-forward Ian Bux-
ton from Derby County at
a fee of £11,000. Buxton
turned out to be an
extremely shrewd buy,
adding skill and strength
to the attack.

In October an unknown
lad from Wigan signed
for Luton. He had played
in Allan Brown's side
when the Luton boss was
manager of Cheshire
League side Wigan
Athletic.

Star debut

John Ryan made his
debut for the Town on a
miserable, wet day at
Exeter and proceeded to
dazzle the Devon side
with some bewildering
ballplay and so many
accurate centres that the
Exeter goalkeeper was
left cross-eyed at the end.

Unfortunately Ryan
did not quite live to that
early promise, and aftera
spell of experimenting,

raham French burst
back on to the scene and
produced some match-
winning performances.

Unquestionably the
highlight of the season
was Luton's 4-0 whipping
of Crewe Alexandra on
Wednesday night, April
24 to clinch the Fourth
Division title.

Not one of the 18,900
people who saw the
match, and who took part
in the celebrations after-
wards, will ever forget
that night.

But before I talk about
the ultimate success of
the team, 1 want to
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ROGER DUCKWORTH (above),
The Evening Post’s

Soccer reporter who covers

undefeated home rec

Luton Town FC, looks back

on a successful season

mention a match on a dull
December afternoon in

orkshire. Two days
before Christmas Luton
visited Barnsley.

Luton were third in the
table and Barnsley were
sixth. And what a match it
was! This will remain in
my memory as the
outstanding 90 minutes of
sheer excitement and
entertainment of the
whole season. The result
was a 2-2 draw, with three
goals coming in four
minutes around the
interval.

On February 17 Luton
won 2-0 at Brentford to BO
to the top of the Fourth
Division table, They were
never displaced.

Coincidental with this
step to the top was thle
arrival  at  Kenilworth
Road of new trainer Doug
Davidson who replaced
Dennis Evans. Another
devoted Scot, Doug’s
strength of character and
deep Knowledge of foot-
ball," coupled  with his
skill as a physiotherapist
;r:i]gclgdteven more spirii

eterminati i
the team, B

In fact Doug did

experience defeat "2:
Luton unti] April 27
when the Town's proud,
ord

was crumpled by Brad-
ford City.

Any review of the
season must not be
allowed to pass without a
few words about Luton's
fans. For 1967-68 was the
season the crowds came
streaming back to Kenil-
worth Road.

Let us not kid ourselves
that Luton’s success has
alwgys been accom-

anied by good play.
ometimes the own
have played badly and
won. But the fans have
always come back for
more. Always, they have
given the team their
whole-hearted support.

And after having long
chats with the players on
long, dreary coach trips
lo away matches, I know
that the players are really

rateful for this support.
know that they love to
hear the songs and chants
from the Oak Road end
choir”. And I know it

inspires them to
efforts. BrEaten

Allan Brown is the fi
to ac!mit that much gffltliasé
club's success is due to
his pre-season signing of
Ter Branston from
Northampton.

Terry came on a free-
transfer, and has beeneea
tower., of Strength. I will

remember him for his
fearless tackling, his
ability in the air and,
most of all, for the way he
has shouted, cajoled,
bullied and begged his
side to success.

But all the Town'’s glory
has not come from
League matches. In the
Mirst round of the League
Cup they beat Second
Division Charlton Ath-
letic at The Valley with
two fine goals from Bruce
Rioch. This followed a 1-1
draw at Kenilworth Road.

Then little Luton were
suddenly faced with the
impossible. They were
drawn against mighty
Leeds United in the
second round. And they
had to play the tie at
Elland Road.

Glory in defeat

How well Luton played
that night. They lost 3-1
after containing Leeds, the
side of the year, 0-0 at half-
time. At the time 1 wrote:
“It speaks well for the
lower ranks of English
soccer when a Fourth
Division side visit a First
Division club and are
applauded off the field
after rlaying first class
football."”

Peter Lorimer scored a

‘(Continued on page XD « s <4

No doubt
about it . . .
Town FC
manager
Allan Brown
is Luton’s
footballing
hero of the
hour — these
are his
thoughts
today . . .

WHEN 1 was asked to
write for this souvenir
supplement my first
thoughts were that this
should be a tribute from
me to the staff at
Kenilworth Road.

The Division IV title Is ours
. .. promotion to the Third
Division is ours . . . dreams
and plans of winning through
to Division II next year are
ours. And the key word is
‘‘ours.”

No one person wins a
championship. The best
manager In the world, the
best goalkeeper in the world,
the best centre-forward In
the world, the best sup-
porters in the world. These
are commodities that every
club would like, but at th'e
final reckoning the team’s
the thing.

You need eleven good, big-
hearted players on the field
{n every match, each man
playing for his side and not
for himself; each man, even
when he s physically
exhausted, trying to find a
little bit extra for the team.

That is what I was lucky
enough to have. Maybe I
helped a bit, but I am very
consclous of the fact that
when the record books are
consulted in the future they
will say: “1967/88, Fourth
Division champlons: Luton
Town."

They won't say that Mr
Allan Brown won the title,
and that is why I give every
credit to my players.

And not only the gla)_rere:.
Everyone In the club this
sen:gn has done his bit (and a
little bit extra). The board of
directors have been magni-
ficent, the administrative

The modest
man who

plotted 1t
all says

staff, headed by secretary
Bob Readhead, have weath-,
ered all the storms that have
come their way; the gatemen,
the stewards, the ground-
staff. Yes, EVERYONE
connected in any small way
with the club has worked
magnificently, and I thank
them all most sincerely.

Next season

Obviously, this has been a
most happy and exciting
season for me. To win
promotion in his first season
as boss is the dream of any
manager, and I look forward
now to planning for the next
campaign.

I know that the job of
football manager Is one that
every football supporter
thinks he could do, and 1 have
had a fair share of letters this
year telling me just where I
was going wrong. Some of
them have been rude, but
most have been constructive,
and, belleve me, I never mind
getting letters because at
least It shows that people are
alive and taking an Interest
in the club — and that's what
my job depends on.

There have been several
peaks to my season, cul-
minating, of course, In that
wonderful Wednesday night
when we beat Crewe 4-0 to
clinch the title, and this
afternoon, when Luton Town
FC recelved the Division TV
trophy.

1 have had worries (plenty
of them) and disappoint-
ments.

During the season I was
offered the job at Plymouq:
(how glad I am that I didn’t
leave the job unfinished
here!), 1 have had trlnsfel:
deals that seemed *‘sewn up’
fall down at the last moment,
1 have had players injured or
fall i1l just before key
matches (though 1 must
honestly say that I have been
relatively lucky so far as the
injury problem goes) but all
those problems, decisions
and disappointments seem so
insignificant now, that they
are hardly worth mention-

ing!
The ladder

We have climbed one rung
of the ladder back to where I
honestly believe the Luton
club belongs — Division L

You see, my earliest memo- |

ries of Luton Town are when
they were a First Division
club, when I was transferred
here in the fifties. If they
were good enough for the
First Division then (and they
most certainly were) they
are good enough to get there
agaln.

That is what I belleve; that
i{s what I try and impress on
all players at Kenilworth
Road . . . from the most
experienced to the youngest
apprentice.

1 began this article with a
tribute to my staff; I end It
with a promise that we at
Luton Town FC will look only
upwards and omwards . . .
towards our 1968/69 goal
which Is, of course,

for the whole family. Apart from
has a modern food hall with cut

price wines and spirits.

The store also offers unbeatable

budget account, and adjacent to
the store is a free car park
for personal shoppers. The

dairy, solid fuel service,
housewarming centre, radio and
TV service, footwear repairs,
furniture discount house,
catering, food shops throughout
Luton and Dunstable, etc, etc.
All these plus dividend on
purchases. Altogether another
very successful team!

PROMOTION.

te “‘one stop" shopping

credit services including personal

Society also has a large processing
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from one

successtul
team...

League Champions and promotion too. Congratulations to Luton FC on this
achievement. Great teamwork!

to another

3 n Co-operative Society into Luton's leading retailer
In 84 years our team has built the \‘“L‘_f‘ P i : ;
including the foremost “‘under one roof shopping Super Store in New Bedlord Road

1 treet, with two gigantic sales floors it offers comple! g
i o o being & comprehensive modern department store it also
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LUTON CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY

4-20 NEW BEDFORD ROAD. TEL:21171

It’s all at the Go-op now!
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Bargains

r QUALITY UNDERWEAR
VEST AND PANTS 3/6 each

STRING UNDERWEAR BY
Count Christie 4/9

QUALITY TEE SHIRTS 5/6
SOCKS 2/6 a pair
SPORT SHIRTS From 10/-

OURPRICE 13/6
JEANS ALL SIZES 15/-

Mens’ Wear

BEST QUALITY BRI NYLON SHIRTS
ALL SIZES, SEVERAL COLOURS.
BARGAIN PRICE 22/6, WORTH 35/-

WORKING SHIRTS VALUE AT £1

197 DUNSTABLE ROAD

LUTON. TEL: 20832

Big Ben Salerooms| »

it'’s John Moare's head being ancinted

+. 58
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Manager Allan Brown congratulates lan Buxton, Freddie Jardine and Alan

Slough

colleagues with the trophy now won

"

goes in

For skipper Terry Branston a chair on the shoulders of his exultant

And the crowd itself — gaing wild as one of the four goals against Crewe
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HOW THEY GOT THERE

Line for line record
of a successful season

Opponents

Wrexham ..c.cceeceeanes A
Barnsley . ...-..i-satsagass H
SWANSEA -vcveisosssanssnss A
Southend  ....coeveeeeee A
Hartlepools ............ H
Newport County ........ A
Yorl Clty asivvesseatae H
Southend ............... H
Rochdale .......cccoeene A
Doncaster ..........eeeee A
ChESter, . sin ennsnsaass A
Chesterfield ............ H
X CLOT ettt ereeresrnsnaes A
Doncaster ......c.oeseses- H
Workington ............ H
SWANSEA -.covssacnsassencs H
Lincolm ...iiciiesiasees A
HalifaX .iacoscoasasessons
Bradford C ..

Wrexham

Barnsley .....

Bradford

Bradford ......cccconn- A
Hartlepools STA
Newport Count .H
Port Vale .... A
York City -... A
Rochdale ......... SaH
Brentford ....c...ccoeeee A
Lincoln ...ccceeecisesnees H
Darlington ......cccceeees H
Chesterfield ......c..... A
Port Vale .........ooevee H
EXeter « ...--coeissasasses H
Darlington .......eceeeees A
Aldershot .......cococaee A
Aldershot ...............H
Workington ............ A
Notts County ....coceeeee H
Bhester” Ji.ieishnssm-cztsa H
Notts County .......ccese A
Halifax ..cccceeesvivanses A
CreWEe! ssviauneanssadnnssmas H
Bradford City ......... H
CYEWE iin. . siriianaapansnt A
Brentford ....c..coeeeees H
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9,321

7,977
13,332
2,004
5,529
3,957

10,440
3.434

13,925
10,935
14,973

6,052
11,57'?

9,598
8,530
16,599

3,674
4,728
10,992
5,970
10,400

7,710
11,159

13,948
14,075

VenueResult Score Attendance Goalscorers

Green.
Rioch, Allen.
Brown, Rioch.

Rioch.

Slough.

Rioch (2), Whit-
taker (pen).
Moore, Branston,
French.

Buxton, Rioch.

Buxton, Allen (2).
Buxton.

Slough, Buxton,
Whittaker, Allen
(2).

Buxton (2), Allen,
Slough, Rioch.
Slough, Whittaker
(2), Rioch.
French, Buxton
(2), Rioch.
Whittaker (pen)
Allen, French.
Buxton, Moore.

Rioch, Branston.
Rioch, Ryan.
Branston, Whit-
taker (pen).
Green.

Branston.

Allen.

Allen.

Rioch, Buxton,-

Allen, Branston.
Slough, Rioch.
Whittaker (2, 1
pen), Rioch, Allen.
Rioch, Allen,
Moore.

Buxton, Rioch.

Rioch, Green.
Buxton.

Brown, Walker
(0G), Rioch.
French.

Allen, French.

Allen, Buxton.
Rioch.

Moore, Rioch (2),
Slough.

Whittaker (pen).
Rioch.
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Giving you local and national
sports coverage nightly
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A Quiet

DOUG DAVIDSON is one
of the quiet men at Luton
Town. He arrived in
February to succeed
Dennis Evans, who left
unexpectedly. And for
three months the Town
didn’t lose.

Doug, a dour Scotsman
from the same mould as
manager Allan Brown,
does not have a lot to say
for himself. But he is one
of soceer's thinkers-

He is a man who Is mnot
afraid of saying precisely
what he thinks.

When we first met him he
sald: “I have known Allan
Brown for many years.
Together 1 am sure we can
see Luton Town back where
they ought o be.

“We've got a grand set of
lads here and 1 am sure they
know, too, what the whole
town is willing them to win."

men
~
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it takes an able
secretary, an enthusiastic and
energetic board of directors.

It takes loyal reserves; it
takes keen and enthusiastic
administrators. It takes a
team of back-room boys who
are devoted to the game of
football. It takes men and
women who are prepared to
put in hours and hours of
work to keep the club’s
wheels running smoothly.

This picture, especially
posed for Evening Post
photographer Tony Mardell,
shows the number of men

| Supporters
Supmeters

‘and women) required to keep

-
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It takes
more than

players

and a manager

to win promotion

the club going. Included are
players, directors, manager,
trainer, gatemen, stewards,
the ladies and gentlemen
responsible for the tea bars, -
groundstaff, programme
sellers, cleaners,
broadcasters, members of the
' Club  and,
think he plays a
part in the Town FC’s “public
relations”, Evening Post
Soccer  reporter  Roger
Duckworth.

Keep it We think it is a
historic picture, It shows
in one picture, the TEAM
who won promotion from
Division IV.
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GOALS have been the
Town’'s aim this
season. And they have
scored a lot of them.
+ The Town have hit
the back of the net
more than any other
team in the Fourth
Division this term.
And most of their
goals have come at
home. Bruce Rioch
has been the biggest
menace to opposing
goalkeepers, but he
has had good support

Qur picture in the
bottom left hand
corner of the page
shows Rioch beating
his man in traditional
style while Ian Bux-
ton (above right)
finds a more difficult
way through the
defence en-route to
goal.

. The picture on the
bottom right shows
goalkeeper Tony
Read, Bruce Rioch,
Keith Allen and Ray
Whittaker training on
Blackpool sands, in
front of their seaside
hotel, before travel-
ling to Chesterfield
where they won a
valuable point.

T'S THERE...

HAIR or SCALP
PROBLEMS?

FREE
CONSULTATION
and SCALP
EXAMINATION

COLLINGDUN T

3
Y
1
-

5

UPPi R CRORCE ST

£

Day and evening appointments.
booklet is available by sending a 4d stamp to
address below. Hours: Monday — Friday 11am to
7.30pm. Saturday 10am fo 3pm.

Hair Treatment Clinic

27A CRAWLEY ROAD,LUTON
TEL 26875

Free consultation and
scalp examination is
necessary in order to
determine individual
treatment require-
ments. _This is
conducted in complete
privacy and without
obligation. Treatment
fees from 12/6.
Treatment available for
men and women.

Information
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WHO’S
SCORED MOST

MORE MEMORABLE MOMENTS

“* Goals have been the policy

P
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IAN BUXTON'
KNOW-HOW
HELPED

1967-68 will be remem-
bered, in the record books,
as a somewhat turbulent
season ... a season in
which Peterborough were
demoted from Division III
to Division IV, although
they finished high in the
League table; a season in
which Port Vale were
severely censured, fined
£2:000 and forced to apply
for re-election for breaches
of the rules; a season in
which Second Division
Birmingham reached the
FA Cup semi-finals; a
season in which Man-
chester City re-emerged as
a soccer power; and so on
and so on.

But in Bedfordshire and
its immediate environs it
will also be remembered
... as the season Luton
Town started on the way
back.

And if one has to put the
microscope on the Town's
success story, I would say now
that I remember it as Allan
Brown's year.

Allan, in his first full season
as manager, came back to the
club he had played for in the
palmy days of the First Division
and found it at rock bottom.
The ship that had sailed
through the First Division, to
Wembley, had foundered. A
succession of managers had
come and gone without marked
success,but Allan Brown, whose
only previous managerial
experience had been with non-
league Wigan, took over and
pulled up the club by its own
bootlaces.

Undeniable

It is typical of the man that he
will not hear of that. “It's not
Just me, I have had great help
and backing from every single
member of the club” he says.

“Everyone, from the men on
the board to the youngest
professional, the entire admini-
strative staff and people like
stewards and gatemen ( they
are easily forgotten, but should
not be) have rallied round
magnificently. The team spirit
just could not have been
better” says the Scot who, in his
days at Blackpool, when he was
a  Scottish international of
renown, earned the unenviable

title: Soccer's unluckiest

player. '

Thatisan indisputablefact, but
equally undeniable is the fact
that Allan has had much to do
with the building of that spirit.

Wp_rds like “a dedicated
man” are hoary old cliches in
the football vocabulary. Every

Ao B o

Marching
ahead —

on the

manager has been so described
atsome time or another.

Unashamedly, I use them of
Allan Brown, a man who loves
and lives for soccer, a manager
of the younger school who can
still remember vividly what it is
like on the field and who is
learning quickly the skills of a
successful manager.

Mr Tony Hunt, one of Luton’s
newest directors, said of him:
“I believe he is going to be one
of the game's great managers”
The Luton boss looks like
proving him right.

Now Luton's sights are set on
winning promotion from
Division III next season. It will
be a difficult job, but at least
they will have the impetus of
success to help them achieve
their target.

Division II, the club believes,
is the least that a town the size
of Luton deserves. They will, as
they say, leave no stone
unturned in their bid to regain

-their old status. They are off
the ground, they will, if
necessary, strengthen their
playing staff this summer and
will strive to get the Kenilworth
Road club back where they
believe they belong.

As sports editor of the Post it
is particularly gratifying for me
that the arrival of our new
paper coincided with the new
brooms and the wind of change
at Kenilworth Road. We have
tried to report objectively,
brightly and comprehensively
on the local sports scene . . . it
has made our job a whole lot
easier when we have been able
to write about, and help
promote interest.in, a team that
ison the crest of awave.

To say that Division II is just”

around the corner would be an
absurd over simplification. It
will be a long, hard pull. But we
believe that it is possible, and
we will continue to help bring
about that dream in every way
we can.

Like many thousands more
Lutoni Iecanr ber the
First Division days, the days
when the Arsenals, Totten-
hams, Manchester Uniteds —
the glory boys — used to visit
Kenilworth Road.

Like many thousands of
Lutonians I want to see those
days again, but meanwhile the
Evening Post offers its sin-
cerest congratulations to the
club.

This special promotion
supplement has been a labour
of love.

All of us on the sports staff
hope that we will be called
upon to produce another one
this time next year — to
celebrate promotion into
Division IL -

THE UNSUNG men of most
football clubs are the directors.
But, of course, they play a vital
part in the running of a
successful (or if it comes to that
unsuccessful ) club.

The Luton Town board
consists of experienced men who
have been connected with the
club upwards of 30 years, like
Mr Fred England and, at the
other end, men like Mr Tony
Hunt and Mr Reggie Burr,
relative  newcomers,  who,
however, have brought with them
ambition unlimited.

Together they form a united
and happy board with one goal
... to win promotion again.

The Second Division is the
aim, and then up, after a
reasonable period of consolida-
tion, into the First.

Mr Hunt and Mr Burr may
well be considered lucky

“omens.” In their first full season -

with the club Luton Town FC
won promotion.

In this picture the directors
are, back row, left to right Mr
Bob Readhead, club secretary,
Mr Jim Richardson; Mr Tony
Hunt, Mr Allan Brown, manager,
Mr Reggie Burr, Mr Doug
Davidson, team trainer. Front
row: Mr John Bain, Mr Fred
England, Mr Tom Hodgson,
chairman, Mr Len Hawkins, Mr
Bert England.
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OF DIRECTORS, 1967-68
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Saloon prices start at £650 inc. P.T.
Estate prices start at £788 inc. P.T.

Viva. The one-litre world beater. With best

power-to-weight ratio in its class.

Wide-track stability. Cail-spring suspension
all round, for sports car roadholding.
‘Space-curve’ styling for extra comfort. Looks,
luxury, value—Viva is top-of-the-table in the
one-litre league.

' The Vauxhall Breed’s got style.
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in the 3rd division

Branston plays in them all

44, B. Rioch 43, T. Read
rzl?‘;-!tvlardlnc 40, M. Dougan 39,
R Whittaker 37, L. Buxton 36,
A. Slough 34, G. French 30, W.
McDerment 20, M. Brown, T.
Hare 12, R. Green, J. Ryan 10,

UP TO today skipper Terry
Branston had made the most
appearances, never having
missed a league game

Luton's team has been most

consistent with 11 players g[i_;"l;z(rlcra 5 BP. ?:lr:tnu::m‘ ‘Iﬁl
X 4 - xar- 5 ’ il § y
':;nnac':’l:‘. P SRR McLeish 2, C. Tinsley, D.

Walker, K. Beaven 1.
T. Branston 45, K. Allen, J. Rt

- - |
i

longer than one season
\

POLICE -

IF YOU want to know in two words “h} l,utpn
have won the Fourth Division (-lmmpmnsh!p.
that’s easy. It's team spirit. _lt's been quite
fantastic among the players this season. In fuvl
vou can go from manager Allan Brown right
through to Nobby, the coach driver — u‘n(l ('hul
inclutllvs the Press reporters too — we've just

e

move on !

to the 2nd division
next year

The Chief Constable and members of The
Bedfordshire and Luton Constabulary offer sincere

congratulations to the Directors, Management un(l}
Players of Luton Town F(', in winning !!u
Ch:implonsh‘lp of the 4th Division of the Football

League.

Best wishes for a short stay in the 3rd Division and
further progress into the 2nd.

been one big happy gang.

I'he other thing that has
pleased me most has been
the big increase In atten-

By TERRY BRANSTON

dances al Kenilworth Road

Gates will always go up
when vou are playing well,
but the rise at Luton has be
been terrific. 1 think I can  WI
say that for most of the Fo
season we have been

M1

cro

playing attractive foo tball big
: Through fair weather and foul

The lads have done a grand i

job. 1 don't like to single oul any
one player for special mention
But I would like to say that th
whenever I have asked for it, he
there's always been extra effort "FX

from them all 2
You Know, some of the
spectators must think 1 am a

me velling at the
That's what I am paid to do

came to Luton with the idea of
winning promotion, and I have
always known that everyone t
would have to that little bit
extra to succeed

get 100 per cent out of the other
lads.

Shouting

This is what 1 am doing when
I am shouting. And there's
never any ill-feeling from the
boys. They all know that that is
what I am there to do, and both
on and off the field we are all
good mates.

We have not been a defensive
side. You can't be to win
promotion. We have scored
more goals than anyone else,
and these have been spread out
amongst the team. I have even
netted a few myself! In fact I
have been pleased to see that
the half-backs have been
scoring. This shows we are a
good all-round side.

I would like to express my
appreciation to Mr Brown and
to trainer Doug Davidson
When Doug joined us we
embarked on a long run
without losing. That was a sure
sign that he knows his business!

Football has always been full
of incident and excitement for
me. I was al Northampton for
nine years. and every other
year we were either going for
promotion or trying to avoid
relegation! There was always
something happening. I played
300 or more League games for
them in all four divisions

Now my ambition is to get
Luton into the Second Division.
I am sure they are going to do
wellin the Third next season

Growing

With the population of Luton
and Dunstable growing at its
present rate, I am sure there
are now enough people in the
immediate vicinity to support a
First Division side. This 1s what
I want to see. The town ison the

have been a wonderfulfillip to

black and white bedecked
Luton supporters as far away as
right so-and-so when they see v, kington

players.  pgiifax

with the drive of aur manager,

something rather special about
All I have tried to doistogive  |eading the lads out on to the
100 per cent effort my self, and turf on the

cheer than the home side get

and has a tremendous
ywd potential. T am sure that
fore very long Luton Town
|l again be a top force in the
otball League
Finally, I would like to say a
thank you to the fans

ey have cheered us on. They

e team, and we all love to
»ar their chants. They have
avelled far andwide tohelpus
ad, frankly, I have been
nazed to see coachloads of

Exeter and

i
It is this sort of spirit, along

hat has seen us through to the

oup You hknow there s

other side of
England and receiving a bigger

That's fans for vou
ROLL <N
TWO).

Back on the
up and up!

NOBODY can deny that the
Hatters were due a bit of
luck and success.

Nothing has gone really well
for them since they appeared in
the 1959 Wembley Cup final
apgainst Notts Forest. They lost
2-1

The following season they
were relegated to the Second
Division. Then came _lhc
descent into Third Division,
and in64-65 down to the depths
of the Fourth Division

In five awful years they had
plunged from the top shelf to
the bottom. And when you hit
the deck at that speed it takes
some time to get back on your
feetl

But there has been a lot of re-

thinking at Luton. First of all
Allan Brown gathered round
him a staff of both youth and
experience. And, above all, he
injected hope and enthusiasm
vital for success, back into the
veins of Luton Town.

DIVISION

Hero of the fans has been
Bruce Rioch who, until today,
had scored 21 League goals,
many of them in a spectacular
fashion. There has been all
sorts of speculation as to huge
transfer fees reported to have
been offered by First Division
clubs for Bruce's signature.

THROUGH THE ¢
THIRD DIVISION WITH

SEAMARKS
COACHES

LET US TAKE YOU TO SUPPORT
LUTON IN THE UTMOST COMFORT
& SAFETY A COACH CAN OFFER!

SEAMARFS

CRESTA HOUSE,

1 NEW BEDFORD ROAD
TELEPHONE LUTON 25671/2

=

bright

LUTON TOWN’S runaway
victory in the Fourth Division
championship race has prompt-
ed many of their supporters to
forecast that they will rise from
the depths as quickly as they
dropped from the heights. It is a
hope shared by the players and
staff, too — but let it be said
that it will be hard going. There
are some good teams in the
Third Division.

i

LA .//'/
TOMMY DOCHERTY

The quality of the sides in the top half
of|Division Three can be seen from the
number of c¢lubs who have been
Interested in the promotion race at one
time or another and have gradually
fallen away leaving Torquay, Shrews-
bury. Bury and Oxford to battle it out.

Walsall, Watford, Reading, Stockport
and Swindon have all been likely
candidates for promotion. All have
slipped behind, afl are sure to be there,
orthereabouts, again next season.

One thing, however, is certain, Luton
lans will see an abundance of star
names that should keep the crowds
rolling in next season.

.. Perhaps the best known name in the

Third Division next year will not belong
to a player at all but to a manager. the
volatile Tommy Docherly. the former
Chelsea manager who has been unable
to halt Rotherham dropping into the
Third Division.

_However, Docherty is building a new
side around two well known ex-First
Division men in Johnny Quinn
(Sheffield Wednesday) and Jim Storrie
(Leeds United) and you do not have Lo
be a soccer prophet (o see that the men
from Millmoor will be challenging for a
rapid return to Second Division soccer.

Another side who will be hoping to
“bounce back” are Plymouth Argyle,
now managed by former Luton
Favourite Billy Bingham. His return at
the head of Argyle to Kenilworth Road
IS sure to bring back nostalgic memories
both to him and the older supporters.

Best gate?

But perhaps the biggest gate of next
Scagsunpwill !(-cmm frﬁr% ngfnrd- The
neighbouring Hertfordshire side were
hoping for promotion this season only to
fade at the vital time and throw away
“silly™ home  points.  Manager Ken
Furphy is out to find that little bit of
exXira zip and the meetings between the
two clubs should provide rare tussles.

PO

While Watford have a much-wanted

——POST SPORTS WRITER—
BOB HARRIS LOOKS
AT DIVISION 11l AND SAYS:

There’s no
shortage of

stars

winger in Stewart Scullion, Swindon
have perhaps the most wanted w ingerin
the game, let alone the Third Division
1n £100,000 flyer Don Rogers. .

After their FA Cup mateh this season,
I,nlon‘ fans are well acquainted with
this Swindon side that includes other
stars in former Welsh international Mel
Nurse and one of the toughest centre
forwards in the game, Pat Terry.,

Former England skipper Ron Flowers
will also be back at Kenilworth Road for
the first time in many years when he
]L‘-ads Terry Branston's former outfit,
Northampton Town. Northampton, like
Watford, is easy to reach from Luton.
There are many old ties between the
two clubs and here, too, big gates will be
anticipated. 1

For former First Division stars I

doubt if any téam in the Third Division
can match Midland's club Walsall. With
the backing of millionaire chairman Bill
Harrison they have lured former
Wolves stars Gerry and John Harris and
Jimmy Murray, West Bromwich Albion
stalwarts Terry Simpson and Stan
Jones, Aston Villa inside forwards
Jimmy McMorran and Alan Baker plus
former Coventry 'keeper Bob Wesson,
and the latest signing Alfie Biggs, from
Bristel Rovers.

Valiant attempt

Stockport County, only promoted
from Division Four themselves last
season, made a valiant but vain attempt
to leap straight into Division Two with a
side also packed with seasoned
campaigners such as goalkeeper Fred
Goodwin (Wolves), Len Allchurch (a
Welsh international), Bobby Thomson
(Birmingham City) and Derek Kevan
who briefly played for the Kenilworth
Road club last season.

Another side, like Walsall, who have
found that a wealthy chairman and a
multitude of imported players does not
necessarily mean instant success are
Oldham Athletic, who promise to
provide one of the main attractions in
the Third Division.

THIRD DIVISION

3 24820 410 9 2027 55

3 16224 5 5132742 54

6 34217 5 9 818 32 53

6 24017 6 511 203553

3 55920 6 5111528 50

7 34620 7 511 2739 50

B 25116 3 910213239

5 33917 6 413274349

6 34112 7 2142241 48

e T 4 54623 5 6 11 28 43 48
Gillingham 6 335 5 612 24 44 48
Stackport ...46 5 24922 3 4 16 21 53 47
Brighton 8 43114 4 8 4 40 46
Southport . [ ; gz ﬁ g : 12 'iu,) ;i 16
wirnem'th 1 45
b s 3 B3 7 4122333 43
Bristol R 14 3 64225 2 6 14 25 50 41
Orient ... 10 6 62723 211 10 19 38 41
North’pton 10 8 54025 4 514 18 47 41
Tranmere ...45 10 7 639 28 3 5 14 22 46 38
Mansfield .45 8 7 83231 4 612 19 33 37
Grimsby .45 9 7 630 19 4 2 17 19 48 35
Colchester 6 8 82835 3 713214733
Scunthorpe 45 8 9 63634 2 317 19 51 32
Starting with brilliant young

goalkeeper David Best (from Bourne-
mouth), they also have former Stoke
forwards - Keith Bebbington, Jimmy
Mcllroy. and the lPr‘ematurely balding
and much travelled Laurie Sheffield.

That list is surely enough to whet the
appetite of the coolest fan, and with the
list likely to be added to in the close
scason as teams search for that elusive
winning combination, and with the
Luton crowd willing their team to go up
one step further, everything looks set
for a thrilling season.

(Continued from page I1)

magnificent hat-trick, but
Luton levelled at 1-1 after a
Whittaker penalty. And he
scored his third only two
minutes from time.

Then came the FA Cup.
Luton were laughing when
they drew amateurs Oxford
City out of the hat in the
first round. But what a
fright they were to receive.
Gallant Oxford went ahead
just after half-time and it
took goals from Rioch and
Buxton to see a somewhat
jaded Luton through to the
second round at Swindon.

This was a different
affair altogether. This time
it was Luton who were not
given an earthly. And this
time it was Luton who
almost turned the tables on
the Third Division men
before going down 3-2 in"a
thrilling match.

I suppose I should now
name my highlights of the
year. That's easy — the
great goals by Bruce Rioch
that have thrilled all who
saw them. There have been
two sorts. First: the
“'screamers’” from outside
the penalty area which no
goal eeﬁer on earth would
stop when they are hit
right. Second: the flashing
bursts through the middle
ending with a neat flick
into the net to fool an out-
of-position goalkeeper.

And I must also name my'
player of the year. I am
going to split the bouquet
in two and give half to
Terry Branston and half to
John Moore. As I have
already said, Terry has
been one of the major
inspirations behind the
team's success. John Moore
has probably given more
outstanding performances
than any other member of
the team.

Anticipation

But they have all earned
their salt. Goalkeeper Tony
Read for his positional glay
and safe?: in the air.

(i)

Dougan for his speed and
anticipation, Fred Jardine
for his tenacity, Alan

Slough for his midfield
enthusiasm and shooting.

Graham French for his
Fulle and strength in either
oot, Ian Buxton for his ball
control, passing and head-
ing ability, Keith Allen for
his sheer, dogged deter-
mination_and skill in the
air, and Ray Whittaker for
his speed and ability to get
a ball across from a
:ieemingly impossible posi-
on.

Above all, one player
has been more unlucky
than any other. He is
Tom Hare. Signed
from Southamptcn at the
start of the season
Tommy, a terrier-like
back, played regularly
for the first dozen or so
games. Then he was
carried off at Doncaster
with a leg injury and was
never able to reclaim his

sition from Max

ougan, who played last
season at centre half
after being persuaded to
move from Leicester by
Allan Brown — one of the
Town manager's first
signings.
. Of the first team,
irregulars that leaves
Mic Brown and Billy
McDerment. Both have
had several first team
games, and both have
acted as substitute
several times. Both have
always done what was
asked of them when
required. .

-~

.« . Peter Denton; a right

MOORE,BRANSTON
MEN OF THE YEAR g

winger, was signed from
Coventry, but he has not
et really made it, and
has spent most of his time
in the reserves.

One could write more. [
resist that temptation and
merely say again what |
said at the start: It has
been a happir season, a
busy season. I only hope,
for my sake, for the club's
sake, and for the fans'
sake, that next season |s
equally happy.

JOHN MOORE

Evening Post Supplement,
May 11,1968 X1
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I believe it might be. &
FOURTH DIVISION
WDLFA WDLF APws
Luton .....43 18 3 15315 B 8 63226 64
Barnsley 16 6 03912 7 7 9253238
e 45 113 180 3 SRS
Bradford C 46 14 5 4 41 !ll!l!lg
4610 11 23619 & 6 9 34 36 53
Chesterficld 46 15 4 4 4720 & 7 10 24 30 53
4511 8 34220 8§ 6 0 3237
4516 3 3 44 11 3 10 10 23 41 51
A5 11 8 33416 6 710 30 40 49
4510 6 63423 510 K 18 25 46
4511 7 5222 5 811243748
4511 3 B 4130 @ 6 i1 30 37 43
Brentford .45 13 4 64124 5 3 14 19 38 43
Swansea ..4511 K 4 3825 5 2 15 25 50 42
Darlington 45 6 11 63127 6 5 11 16 26 40
NottsCo.....45 10 7 62727 4 4 142552
Rochdale .45 9 8 63532 3 613 1537 38
& 4510 5 B 4131 1 10 1L 19 41 37
45 9 6 73030 2 912 1535 37
45 9 6 B 4430 2 8 122035 36
.45 6 6113538 3 K Il 22139 32
Workington 43 7 8§ 73429 2 3 18 19 58 29
Bradford ..45 31 7131835 1 B 13 12 43 23
- “ 3= D'd'_) R 3 -y
Ll
12" x 12"
ONLY
%%
QUALITY GUARANTEED
! NEEDING CONTIBOARD?
WE ARE LUTON'S LARGEST |

. STOCKISTS. ALWAYS SEVERAL
HUNDRED BOARDS IN STOCK.

DULUX — MAGICOTE — CROWN PAINTS
FULL RETAIL RANGES AT ATTRACTIVE
DISCOUNT PRICES.

WARERITE PLASTIC LAMINATE ONLY 2/3 sq ft.

When you are thinking of redecorating or doing any
building project you must kick off with a visit to:

LUTON'S LARGEST STOCKISTS OF PAINTS, TOOLS
AND DIY & MATERIALS

22 Kimpton Road, Luton 32292|
, (opp Vauxhall 2




THE VEHICLE & GENERAL THE VEHICLE & GENERAL INSURANCE GO, LTD. (EST. 1923)

AUTOMOBILE & GENERAL INSURANCE CO. LTD.

LIFE, CASUALTY & GENERAL INSURANCE CO. LTD.

INSURA.NCE COMP ANIES . METROPOLITAN GENERAL INSURANCE CO. LTD.

A

b
CITY OFFICES:—Forum House, 15 Lime Street, London, E.C.3. Tel: 01623 7081
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES:— Argyle House, Joel Street, Northwood Hills, Northwood, Middlesex. Tel. Northwood 26131
REGIONAL OFFICES AT — Birmingham, Hamilton, Bradford, Sunderland, Belfast, Liverpool. Magchester. Finchley, Newpart

GROUP OF THE GENERAL & COMMERCIAL MOTOR INSURANCE CO. LTD. .
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