NEEDED A FORWARD
WITH REAL THRUST

Gallant Defence Gave
Them Hard-Earned Point

By CHILTERN

-{AD the Town possessed one forward with real finish-

ing power they could have ended at Peterborough on
Saturday, their long run of over 12 months without an
away win.

They found Peterborough edgy and ill at ease and
with obvious forward problems of their own, but they
could not take full advantage of it because of the lack
of drive in their own attack.

So, they had to be content with a draw, but it was
@ point that was more than welcome.

EFORE the team left on(Smith will be available and, if he
Saturday, Gordon Turner, who |is, the Town attack should wear a
was at the ground for treatment | vastly diflerent look.
to his damaged ankle, said to me,
“It will be a great performance if

the lads can get a point. Then,
1 think we can beat Oldham next

Vast Improvement
By The Defence

Saturd; s
For the clash with promotion- | [JOWEVER, injury problems arc
clulluwm Old am, urner still pursuing the Town, and
should be to return, along | Bob forton strained a groin
with Mike rdH'th]d if lhoughl muscle at Peterborough.
necessary. Yesterday was too early in the
here” is a chance that Ray|week for predictions to be nndc
5bom hhl po:lsxblgr fitness ”
a « | Saturday, but the Town can i
3 NEW QUALITIES * Velomac *| ford" his absence, especially as
SHAPED CAR COVERS  |ihc normal deputy, Alan Danicl,
is still recovering from Achilles
tendon trouble and will not be
available.
After the way in which the

defence fought at Peterborough,
it will be a great pity if it hds to
be disturbed 2nd 1t was unrecog-
nisable as the one which had such
a run around at Bristol only four
days before.
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FOR one thing, the marking was

a good deal tighter and there
was a considerable tightening up
at wing-half, where Pacey forsook
his adventurous sallies upfield and
largely concentrated on determined
defence.

In the past, McGuflic’s tackling
has been a long way from being
his strongest point, but on this
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occasion he went in hard and
strong and cmerged with the ball
on an cncouraging number of
occasions.

In addition, he mostly con-
trived to make good use of it by
finding the men in front of him.

Forwards Could Not

Press Persistently
AS 2 whole, the defence had
harassing afternoon
>clerborough, according
c estimate of their manager,
it airbrother, had 75 per cent
of the play, and' I would not say
that he was all that much wrong.
rouble was that the forwards
were scldom strong enough to
mount persistent pressure;, so that

FOR THE RECORDS
PETERBOROUGH U 0,
LUTON T 0

PETERBOROUGH U,
Duff; Singleton,  Sissons;
Cooper, Rankmore, Pearce;
Moulden, Horobin, Dougan,
Grazham, McNamee.

LUTON T. — Baynham;
Morton, Bramwell; = Pacey,
Fincham, McGuflie; Wal-
den, Riddick, McKechnic,
Weir, Jardine.

Referee. — A W Sparling,
Grinsby.

Attendance, — 10,687..

the ball was continually coming
back to the defcndu";, who had
few breathing spaces.

All along during the time when
he was in a bad spell, Manager
Bill Harvey maintained that
Gordon Fincham -would prove to
be the right buy for centre-half.

Fincham Justifies
Manager’s Faith
THERE were  times  when [

began to doubt it, but I am

more than glad to report that
Fincham has “ come good.”

His recent displays have stamped
him as a splendid player, and he
stood out on Saturday for the

way in which he tackled the man-
sized job of keeping the shackles
on Dougan, the one Peterborough
inside - forward who carricd a
threat.

From the start, Fincham was
determined and dominant, making
a great barrier down the middle,
and his height enabled him to
clear with his head time and time
again.

A Goal Would Have

Been A Surprise
INOR were conditions at all in

favour of defenders because
heavy ramn made the pitch, which
was hard underneath, greasy and
treacherous, with the resuli (hat
the piayers slipped about as if

though Riddicl 1C

of scoring atiempt

gerous,
Couple
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ho was entitled
McKechnie was pre

in by Rankmore,
had nothing like
h, faced

hes of his
came from Walden, and
Jardine certainly FHUU“]KI
dash to_the Jefi wing
persist_in runniog i
ind much of it
voided by us
quickly.

Weakened Reserves

Deserved A Point |
CAUSE of the needs of

E e
< - G B fitst team, the Town Re-
they were on a skatie ritk., | serves’ line-up fiad a peculiar look
Result  was wnbling Northam Tovn &
scrappy affair, in which a goul | %
to cither side would have come | i \iday  with

as_a mild surprise. b

mohxwon als

True, scoring chances did crop o
up, more of them to Peler o
borough, whose finishing was e
poor, but McKechnic had a good yer
one 'for the Town in the first | [T their point
half when he shot wide of the | §eyer €0al &
far post. | eIt |
5 interval.
Hat-trick Of Goals ‘\ Showing great fighting spiri, |
. Luton rocked Northampion in (hé
Birdlloved | Lmon el Nmidnae
N unusual happening was a | (\ude them. |

hat-trick of disallowed goals larke's s ed him as
by Graham, ‘who handicd When | ong ot m.‘?)ﬁf#’?ili on the
putting in_the first two and was| field, and there were also good
penalised for a foul on li.nnlnm\di\ph\\ from Tins It
on the thind occasion. orm after the Spurs’ thrashing— |
The goalkeeper suflcred damage | Robin. Chandler and  apprentice |
to _his shoulder, but this is m»L‘(hn\ Long. |
serious.  Throughout, — Baynham | —— Lemi
was in splendid form, handling |y=
the greasy ball confidently and
he cut out in surc fzshion, many |
centres. |
It took Morton some time to|

settle down in the conditions and
to take the measure of McNamee,

but he did so splendidly and
turned in another fine perform-
ance.

First Blank Sheet
Away From Home

THERE was a rugged, hard-
tackling display from Bram-
well who, however, lost some

marks for the number of corners
he gave away rather necedlessly.

All the same, it was an excel-
lcn( show by the defence who
kept a blank sheet aw: from
home for the first time s sea-
son.

Forward, it was rather a
different story because the line
did not settle down to an ordered
pattern and there vas the need
for more drive at inside-forward.

Certainly, both Riddick and
Weir came back to help out the
defence, but they were not dan-




