OTHER
CRITICS

“McCann  tore and
passed  three Luton
|including ~ Baynham befare ~ he
flicked the ball into an empty net
from a norrow angle, [t was the
kind of persistence and courage
that was needed and wos so lock-
ing in Luton's cffort, despite the
constant probing of right-winger
Horry Walden and left-half Dave
| Pacey.

through
defenders,

“Luton showed form that belicd
their lowly position. All that was
lacking was the spirit inspirel
into Portsmouth by George Smith
wha is determined to take Ports
mouth back into the  First
Division."—"The People.”

*

“Luton, who have alread
skidded their way out of the Cup,
lost this match portly because
they found it harder than Ports
| mouth to keep their feet on a
| slippery surface  that still hod
traces of peat

“Lomie  especially, was
effective.  But cyen Boynhom,
though he mode one superb sove
from Dodson, often dropped the
| ball and the ponderous Kelly was
frequently out of position.” —
“Sundoy Telegraph.”

in-

*

“On this showing, Luton are
heading for o drop in the Third
Division, and their main trouble
is thot they seem to have lost
heart

“In the end, it wos only too
hasty shooting by Portsmouth ond
two clearances off the line by
Luton hero Brendon McNally, that

prevented a bigger score” —
| "Sundoy Pictorial.”
*

“Victory for Portsmouth kept

alive the hopes of their more

optimistic supporters who consider
them o good outside bet for pro
motion

| “Lutan's form and luck touched
rock bottom in this unexciting
| tussle ot Fratton.”—"News of the
‘Wulld'

“Luton slipped a little nearer

|the Third Division when they
crashed ot Portsmouth on the
| peat-covered Fratton Park  pitch
| which hod  treacherous patches
underneoth. But the Luton

| defenders gove o tough display as

| | they desperately tried to stove off

) |yet another oway defeot. Luton

~| have won only one away game this
season.

“Ployers found it hord to turn
-lon the surfoce but credit Luton
¢ | for not allowing the livelier Ports-
| mouth attack to gain the upper
| hand  complerely.” — “Sunday
i | Express.”

*

\
_ "Ron Boynhom rates on A-plus
in any goalkeepers’ exam; several
clubs would give their supporters

club pool for back EBrendan
| McNally and  John  Bromwell
| Harry Wolden s one of the
!| smortest right wingers | hove
| seen this scason, “and Gordon
+| Turner  showed his old  goal-

hunger with o 26th minute long-
shot from Walden's pass.

! “But after o sprightly first
half, Luton seemed to remember
their League position; they looked
as though they could not trust the
boll or eoch other

“Manager Bill Harvey said: ‘It's

{the way things hove been going
all season. Hope? There's always
hope.” Unhappy Luton can still
stop the drop if they add faith in
their Soccer ability to that hope

They con’t  expect charity
especially  from  promation-bent
teoms like Pompey.” — “Daily

Express.”

Town

WOULD NOT HAVE
DESERVED A POINT

But More Thrust In Attack
Could Have Earned It |

By CHILTERN

PORTSMOUTH 3, LUTON TOWN |
HILE it must be conceded that they would ot have
deserved a point, there is no doubt that the Town |
had every chance of snatching one at Fratton Par/ 1
Portsmouth, on Saturday, if only their forwards had
measured up to standard. [
As it was, only Walden, who was always dangerous
despite having slighlly strained his right knee during the |
first half, was the only member of the Town front line to |
cause Pompey any consistent anxiety. |
he Town were right  McKechnie had quite a good first
find Walden at every | half and Turner showed some
opportunity, but this had " the |isolated Nashes of his old power
effec; ol rather exaggeraung the Far Davies allowed
cross-field  trend has  been | himselr
noticeable in their play for much
of this season

In theory
o iry 10

too much

centre-hall, Sno
and Lornle was a failure on

Movement of (he ball acrosslel; wing ! |
e While it has its menits| Both McGuffic and Pacey made |
D¢ b, it looks aliraclive,ds. not [ sohd contributions in (e middle

although
up

and  Kelly,
harassed
¢ quite well
At least there was derermination |
and - MeNally came |

the hest method caleulated o pull |
and that |

down | P

basically in this match,
hasicallyiin in' defence,

Only rarely did a member of more suceessfully out of a rather
their atac to find the | difficulr situation than did Bram-
open spac her an | well, who was left stranded (00
apponent wn. or a|ofter
pass v und the | Nor was this one of Baynham's
resul ha . after attack [happicr days, because he did no
broke down the penalty | handle the ball with his cusiomary
arca was reached and seemed lacking in

Yei, the slippery conditions n dealing with high
cried out for the ball 10 C
pushed past the defenders, who | PORTSMOUTH : Armstrones
found ¥ impossible 10 turn Gunter, Wilson: Harris, Snow-
quickly don, Dickinson; Barton, Gordon,

3 i | that | Saunders, McCinn. Dodson

arismou preciated that
fact, repeatedly h he ball down LUTON TOW Baynham:
the middle and would have had | MeNully, Bran : MeGuffic
more. gosls had ther finishing | Kelly, Pacevi Wulden, Turner

2 bi Davies, McKechnie, Lormie

Referee: 1. S Loynwon. Soli-
hull. Altendance: 12,42

players abou
he mos! suitable footwear for the | R
In fact, five of them went off
he field o change after experien
y surface for only &
he pre-match
! |
Farly play suggested that (he
Town were betier suited 1o the
ondition ause 1
e given them the lea -
ninute, and 5 | 78
1
TWO SCRAPPY GOALS of
However, Portsmouth [ i
heir sinde and w 0 "
lead with (wo scrappy ¢
of which were of the preventable | 29
anely H
In the 13th Harris came | s
racimg 1hro er a shol | th
hat Baynham caught, bug he | fo
could nof prevent the ball break- | sh
ne away from him and o
GORDON was on hand 1o hi it | o
hrough
Five minules later.
made a_cenire from the
SAUNDERS besl Bramwe
he jump for the ball which wen
underneath Baynham as he moved
his rizht

ning

In pownr of fact, Armstrone | g
should have saved hecause he eot | 14
bhoth hands 10 the b “hich [ 9
sl d under hum as he fe und
rolled over the line

Towards  the rval  Ports-
moulh w n command

escuing a paint finallyevaporaicd

Then McCANN, former Luior
neide forward, chased a pass fr
Burton, held off

drew Baynham
imed the bal
angle as he disappeared into the
crowd over the low wall
Walden apart. it was difficult to
| many credit marks

forward  line




