MATTHEWS GOAL CUT TOWN'S SLENDER THREAD OF HOp

NEVER RECOVERED
FROM THAT BLOW

Forward Faiilngs Again

Contributed To Defeat
By CHILTERN

TH.AT slender thread of hope to which the Town were |

ging that they could retain their Second Divi
\ldlu~ “Virtually disappeared in the second minute of the

S lOI\‘

second half at Stoke on Saturday, which was the precise |

time at which Stanley Matthev

the timeless wonder, | |

chose to record his first goal of the season.

From the Stoke point of view nothing could have

been more fitting than that the man who has put football |

in the Potteries on its feet

again, should seal their bxd‘

for a place in Division I, but for the Town, it was the|

final nail in their coffin.
(CONCEDING carly goals after
be

the interval seems to a
phobu that the Town have
developed, because it happene

in the final home match against
Sunderland  when Mulhall
knocked all the stuffing out of
them.

Of course. as  Matthews,
scenting the threat held by a long
through pass by Mcllroy, steered
the ball past the helpless Bayn-
ham, the terraces crupted, and it
just needed that to round off a
areat occasion — for Stoke.

Thereafter, there was no danger
to the home team, and the Town
just_slipped out of the Secon

ivision

Why The Concentration

On Defence ?

S(J in point of fact, the Town's

second-half plan to throw
everything into attack never really
started, but I could not undcr-
stand why there was so
concentration on defence bd'orc
the interval.

Surely, the implication was
clear. This was a malch that had
1o be won if relegation were to

S

be avoided, but after the first
quarier of an hour when the
Stoke defence | c
and came

ceding 4 goal, the Town became
fess and less of an attacking

orce.

In\h.m] of the seven-forwards
g which we should have s
lhcrt were often five half-backs.

When Stoke Received
Their Lucky Break

BUI looking back, it was a lot
to expect the Town, with this
rather makeshift forward line, to
win a match against a team
poised to make the final blow in
their promotion bid
aybe, had the luck been
running with them, which it has
not often this scason, the Town
could have got away to a flying |
start which might have madc all
the difference. |
at was when Turner and
Allen challenged cach other for a
low cross from Davies and the
ball flew off the foot of the full-
back to strike the bar and re-
bound gently into the hands of
the waiting O'Neill.

When The Town Could
Have Signed Mudie

IE it had not really mattered,
then the ball might well have
been deflected into the net off the
woodwork, but that s the way |

things go v.hm the tide i running |
against atean:

For a long l|rm. Stoke scarcely
looked dangerous, cven though
their  midfield play began to
improve and they uwd the h‘x”

well in approach with Mudie,
pushing theball_about, usually
the focal point_of their plan

Tronical (o think that (he Town
could have had this player for the
best part of two scasons because
the deal was as good as clinched

one day and off the next, though
the player was willing for the
move

McNally Made Frantic
Attempt To Clear

0\4 the other hand, Stoke had
no such second thoughts, and
as given them good sel
'Io press home this fact. it w
Mudic who began the Town's
downfall in the 33rd minute when
he lobbed the ball into the net,
despite the frantic attempt  of
McNally to keep it out after the
impeded Baynham had only heen
able (o push out a pass by
SL
J\l\l before  hall-time, Mudic
should have put_out of court any
question of a fight back by the
Town, but, from eight ymd\ he
lofted the ball over the (o

Matthews Goal Was
The End For Town

S() to half-tim¢ with the feeling

as in so many away matches
this scason that the defence had
donc a sound job and that if only
the forwards could find some
| punch from somewhere, all might

ost.
Matthews goal not
only lengthened the lead and
provided jubilation for the fans,
but scttled  Stoke into a more
confident, better balanced com-
bination ~than they had been
previously.

. After it, the Town were never
in with a chance and, to make
matters worse, McGufiic limped
through the second hall with a
pulled thigh  muscle  heavily
strapped.

Davies Was A Big

Disappointment

INOT that I feel that that injury

made a great deal of differ-
ence because the forward-line as
a whole never suggested, after the
opening stages, that they had
sufficient power (o break down a
Stoke defence, once it had settled
dow

Big disappointment was Davies
from whom we probably expected
oo much after his recent goal-
scmmg fea

Maybe, his recent injuries had
taken” their toll, but he was sel-
dom out of the gnp of Stuart and

|
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Jennings,

was far from
raider the Luton
grown (o Know.

Sheffield Utd. Held
Watching Brief Again

the dangerous
crowd have

'OR the second !\Lllch in suc-
cession, Ti
of  Sheflield d‘
onlooker which is an
point because it was Harris,
former  Chelsea  player
brought Davies into profes

football during xl\c time he was
manager of Chesler.
So, there is no_doubt that he

has 'a long-standing interest in
dhis pla

n Davies's favour, it could be
o e litde work-
able “material for “him  because

been more or less prev;
last weeks, on the wings.

Town Were Weak On

The Wings Agcnn

INGERS play such an

important role in pre\enl d;x)
football and it is_the T
fortune that during lhc last |un
in, they have been short in this
respect;

Unfortunately, too, that they
have had to make do without a
class inside-left because McGuffie
has not been a success there and
for most of this match, Turner
was bﬂlzlmg away withoul a great
deal of help.

Defensively, (here was plenty
of fighting spirit and determina-
tion and the way in which Groves
came back into the made
one wonder whether it would not
ave been a good move (o have
recalled him earlier.

had merited it, but Groves had a
very good game.

Nor was Morton over-awed by
the prospect of facing  Mecllroy,
but Kelly, though fighting hard
found some difliculty in pull
the shackles on Mudic who con- |
tinually used the ball lo advan-
tage

R;h]wllg was a  prelly
siderable handful for Mec!
who was 01|u| beaten for speed,
but who never gave up, an
Bramwell prohmh had the most
unen ble task of all on this
occasion because, even these days
Matthews is not the casiest man
to mark.

Bramwell
zood a job of it I
would, while Baynham, despite
the two goals against him. had no
cause for regrel about his after-
noon’s work, which was assured
and confident.

Reserves Round Off

Successful Season
Town Reserves, who have
never enjoyed the luxury of a
settled u.an due to constant calls
finished a succe:
£l season at Kenilworth-road on
Saturday with a 3—1 victory over
Ip\\\lc!\ ensures  them
sixth_place in the Football Com-
b

con-
ally,

probably made as
as anyone che

shock when
second-minute
but Goldie

a
a
Curlis,

took
through
put them on terms and then shot

Ipswich
lead
them into the lead by the 61st
minute.

Their third goal was scored by
Cope from the penalty spot after

Millward had handled a shot by

Lornic which was bound for the

net

Struggled For Runs,
But Town Won

I\ the face of the handicap of

again being without front-line
bowlers, the Town gained another
victory ‘on_ Saturday  when they
beat new opposition, Parkficld

Not that they were given a
high total at which (o bowl
because the Town batsmen, after
a very moderate starl. had (o
Struggle for runs, so thal they
occupied 125 minutes over

ing 100

Best_partnership was of 33 by
Tom Clark, batling unusually

at number 8, and Peter Webley
who was lop scorer and, even:
tally, (he declaration was made
at 126 for 7.

A

Groves Came Back
With A Good Game |

OT, I must say. that most
of his previol appearances®




