WHAT THE
OTHER

CRITICS
SAID

"John O'Rourke, 19:years-old
of a Dagenham docker—the
Engluhmun with the vintage lrish
name—was_the two-goal hera of
this tense, over-anxious  strugale
which _lifted relegation-fighting
Luton Town to safety but smashed
Watford's last sllm promotion
chance beyond rey
“O'Rourke has s:nred 21 goals
in 22 games since Luton got him
on @ free transfer from Chelse
lust December, What a wonderful
signing."—" Sunday Express.”"

“In_the first half there was
same acceptablo football, natably
from Luton.  With Reld and
Lownds dominant in midfield and
the young spritely O'Rourke
pulverising Chung in_the penalty
area, it became easy to understand
how 'their last cight games have
yielded 14 points,

“From the post-Wembley ruins
of 1959, in which time they have
dropped from the First Division to
the brink of the Fourth, the signs
of a lasting revival are here for

all to sce.”"—" Sunday Telegraph.”
o ompiest yours faotbller this

19-yeatsrld_Join
O'Rourke, fh Luton entre-
forubrdiglemGhelieaisave mver
on g free transfer.

“By_scoring two goals in_the
last cight minutes of this thriller,
he steered the Hatters out of the
relegation zone an: led Wat-
ford's drcam of promotion.”—
“News of the Werld.”
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O'ROURKE SHOCKED
WATFORD WITH
TWO LATE GOALS

Set The Seal On The

Town's Remarkable Run
By CHILTERN

LUTON TOWN 2, WATFORD L
FIRST League meeting at Luton between these local rivaly
for over a q\mmr of a century exploded' into fiercs
excitement during thé last ten minutes when the Town
deservedly snatched two points that they had looked like

losing.

Hero of the hour, not for the first time this season, was
John O'Rourke, with the exception of Ray Whitthker, the
youngest player on the field, and he finally wrecked the
Hertfordshire club’s hopes of Second Division football with

two opportunist goals,

( that Waiford would have
gone up had ihey won, because
ieir goal average: was inferior o
that of Coventry, but before the
match the issue was  delicately
baianced.

So iy was so far as the Town
were concerned, because thev
needed poinis to ensure their con-
gnuance in the Third Division.
Yet, as it turned out, even if the
had' been beaten, they would sl
have

This victory was the culmina-
tion of a remarkable run_that
began on the Thursday before
Easicr and which netied 14 noints
out of the lust

In o firs half hat was eduy.
and in which both teams were
over-anxious because of the im-

ortance of the occasion. the
own had more poise and
deserved o be ahead at the
interval.

They were right out of luck in
ng apenalty claim disaliowed
when O'Rourke was pulled down
blatandy by Nicholas, and there
were on¢ or (wo other borderline

Best effort of the first  half came
from O'Rourke " with a
hat Jennings saved a¢ full lenth

Tt was a game that never looked
like producing a crop of
DECISS of (hG <potlon tactis o
both sefs of defonders. but un-

expectedly it was who
‘du;\' first blood nine minotes afier

haif-tim
SURPRISED IIAYNHAM
nan, for some reason or
wing, suddenly

eat drive

crosead e " found TIARTIS
an i ried! position, and e
letwinger. <\dc footed it
surprised m,

After \h'u mc Town altack los:
much of s potency and
showing. suficient punch a1 clos
quariers (o suggest that they could
save the game

ver, we reckoned without
the mhum\m of O'ROURKE,

cnnings o
y Pacey alter a free-kick b
e
Mistakenly. Watford had fallen
back on 1o the defensive, and they
paid the penalty threc minutes
from ihe end when OROURKLE
scored from close range  after
Fumu )md made a shot ag roai,
here - were frantic  appeals
aguingt the tward on the grounds
that Smith andicd, but ihe
d o his decision
after consuling a° incaman:
Twice after that only Jennings
prevented Watford going further
inio_amrears when e made fine
d.

saves from Lownds and
This was O'Rou mlcln of
course, but, at the same  (ime,
it was no onc man show, cven
forward line " as a

whole was nat at its best,

REID'S FINE 10B

Reid did a fine job of foraging
i that

well
links in the Town's bid
o e mvmu some of their former
glor

 Tamer and Smith scarcely iy
it off as a right wing pairing and
Whitaker ads” (a0"ofe on g

possession befy could
par Witk e Ball o ' o
ellective,

However, it was not a day for
foihling” n}x‘mlm because. (h
taeking s b and o Glare
was asked fo B

Defensively, e Tmm

bett

Jdetermined, Mo
ell iy
s Tlob and
aynham seemed ta
Serousy at il i e
ol was scored hecanee
seemed 1o - m n by Surprs
LUTON : Baynham
Mk, Bramwelly. possy
chum, Lownds: Turner, ®
O'Rourke, Reid, Whitiaker,
WATFORD: Jennings: Nicho
las, Jones; Crisp,
Spélman, ' MeAncamey, 1 e
Oler, Haras
Referees I mm,rm

nn..w and
Bai

Ere Mo
cambe, r\lrnda 1, 3,”‘
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